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Sklyar Vladimir Tikhonovich
In Memory of an Extraordinary Scientist

LM. Shkaraputal, Yu.L. Ischuk’

!Institute of Bioorganic Chemistry and Petrochemistry, NAS of Ukraine,
1, Murmanska Str., Kyiv 02094, Ukraine, Fax: (044) 559-98-00
?Ukrainian S&R Institute for Crude Oil Refining Industry “MASMA”,
Ukraine, 03680, Kyiv, Palladin av., 46

July 14™ 2013 marks the 90™ birthday of Vladimir Tikhonovich Sklyar, Doctor of Sciences, Professor,
Ukraine’s Scientific and Technical Fellow, Academician of Ukrainian Academy of Oil and Gas, an out-
standing expert in technology, production and industrial applications of fuel and lubricant materials. Dr.
Sklyar represents pleiad of researchers and administrators whose efforts created and advanced the modern
petro-refining and petrochemical industry in Ukraine. His highly creative approaches and methodologies,
his organizational talents brought him the highest praise and recognition as the leading petro-refining and
petro-chemical specialist and manager.

Vladimir Tikhonovich Sklyar was born on July 13" 1923 in the
village of Khomintsy of Sumy Region in the family of a
blacksmith. He finished Kiev Infantry Academy and served in
the military during the World War II. In 1951 he was graduated
with honors from the Petrol Department of the Lviv
Polytechnic Institute and received highly selective Stalin’s
Fellowship. In 1954 Mr. Sklyar was admitted to the
Postgraduate School at the Institute of Petrol of the USSR’s
Academy of Sciences. He defended his PhD Thesis in 1955
under the guidance of world renowned scientist Academician
S.R. Sergienko. In 1959 Vladimir Tikhonovich became the
Vice Director of UkrNIIproekt Institute in charge of research
activities. This became a ground-breaking year in the history of
Ukraine’s petro-refining and petro-chemistry. Dr. Sklyar
established the strategy of development of the petro-refining
industry in Ukraine, defined its place in the context of the

USSR ’s industrial production framework.

He started extensive administrative work creating powerful momentum in petro-refining and petrochemical industry re-
search and development activities in Ukraine. Under Dr. Sklyar’s direct supervision and guidance the USSR’s R&D Institute
of Petro-refining and Petro-chemical Industry (VNIIPKneftehim) was created. Dr. Sklyar became the first Director of this
Institute and demonstrated outstanding skills not only as the researcher and developer, but as the leader and manager.
VNIIPKneftehim became the complex organization including scientific branches in Kiev and Lviv, design division in Kiev
(now Ukrneftehimproect LLC), its design branch in Lviv (now “Lvivgipromneftehim”) and Manufacturing Plant in
Drogobych. The total staff employed by this organization exceeded 2,000.

VNIIPKneftehim (now “UkrNIINP MASMA”) became one of USSR’s largest centers of the petro-refining and petro-
chemical industry. There, under Dr. Sklyar’s supervision, the modern R&D schools in the following areas were formed:

—  Chemistry and Technology of Fuel and Lubricant Additives
—  Chemistry, Technology, Rheology and Tribology of Plastic Lubricants
Colloid Chemistry of Inter-phase Mass Exchange in Tri-phase Dispersive Systems
— Engineering Rheology and Thermo-physics of Dispersive Systems in petro-refining and petro-chemical industry.

Unfortunately, Dr. Sklyar didn’t get to work for a long time in the institute he formed and became the victim of the com-
munist party’s raging anti-dissident campaign against the so-called “bourgeois Ukrainian nationalism”. Dr. Sklyar judged
people strictly by their work skills and talents, their effectiveness, and did not bend under pressure from the communist party
overseers. They certainly didn’t appreciate this which led to open antagonism and finally resulted in public and demonstra-
tive punishment. In 1972 the Central Committee Secretariat of Ukraine’s Communist Party declared that Dr. Sklyar “ignored
Party principles in selecting, promoting and developing personnel” and fired him from his post of VNIIPKneftehim Director,
prohibiting him from even continuing his employment at the institute.
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Upon a personal request from Academician V. Gutyrya, Academician B. Paton granted permission for Dr. Sklyar to
work as the Senior Researcher in the Petro-chemical Division of the Institute Chemistry of the Highmolecular Compounds.
While recognizing the stature and contributions of Dr. Sklyar, Academician Paton later on petitioned Ukraine’s Communist
Party Central Committee Chair Mr. Scherbitsky personally to lift Mr. Sklyar’s “taboo”. As a result, Mr. Sklyar was pro-
moted to Institute’s Associate Director and later on to a Head of the Petro-chemistry Division of the Institute of Physical Or-
ganic Chemistry and Coal Chemistry of the Ukrainian Academy of Sciences. Full of his characteristic determination and
perseverance Vladimir Tikhonovich pursued his R&D activities. In 1984 he defended Doctor of Sciences Dissertation.

For over 10 years Dr. Sklyar headed the Petro-chemistry Division of the Institute of Physical Organic Chemistry and
Petro-chemistry of the Ukrainian Academy of Sciences and made significant personal contributions to making the Institute
one of the leading scientific centers as part of Ukraine’s Academy of Sciences. During that time the new building was con-
structed, which was equipped according to highest standards and which until now serves as highly successful scientific es-
tablishment and a significant part of Institute of Bioorganic Chemistry and Petrochemistry of National Academy of Science
of Ukraine.

Later on (from 1991 and until his passing) Dr. Sklyar served as the General Manager of the International Association
“Highly Reliable Pipeline Transport” which he created and which operated under the patronage of Academician Paton himself.

Dr. Sklyar’s early research work was dedicated to studying genetic connections of the oil fields of Prykarpattya with
menilite deposits in the Karpaty region. The work was summarized and published in his Dissertation “The Study of Highly
Molecular Parts of Bitkov and Sagajdack Petrol”. The patterns of genesis of petrol that he discovered served as the basis for
construction of the oil-refining plant in the Ivano-Frankivsk region.

In later years the scientific interests of Dr. Sklyar were connected with synthesis and technology of lubricant additives,
corrosion inhibitors, protective coatings, binding materials for road construction, plastic lubricants, coke chemistry, lubricant-
coolant liquids and technological compounds, surface active compounds for oil and gas production and anti-corrosion pro-
tection of oil production equipment, technology of highly effective seed mordant, medicines for struggle with AIDS (A3T,
JI4T) and mycosis (Teobon).

Several technologies developed by Dr. Sklyar were utilized during post-Chernobyl disaster recovery activities. Under his
direct technical supervision and under aggressive schedule, the development and production of petro-products targeting use
by heavy VAZ and KAMAZ trucks was organized.

Dr. Sklyar was one of the first to prove via his own R&D work that technology is the first and foremost scientific basis of
effective manufacturing. In his Dissertation “Research and Development of Industrial Production of Alkyl-salicylate and
Succineimide Additives” he masterfully resolved the issues associated with optimal manufacturing of highly effective lubri-
cant additives. His contributions to developing technical specifications, design and construction of Lisichansk, Drogobych,
Odessa, Kherson Oil Refinery Plants and Berdyansk Oil and Lubricant Plant are hard to overestimate.

Vladimir Tikhonovich generously shared his knowledge and experience with youth. His students include one Doctor and
ten Candidate of Sciences. His research work is summarized in six monographs, 130 inventions and patents, 181 articles,
numerous presentations and summaries. Prof. Sklyar’s contributions were recognized by governments’ orders, medals, hon-
orary diplomas and acknowledgements, including the honorary recognition of his work to alleviate consequences of Cher-
nobyl disaster.

Vladimir Tikhonovich Sklyar was a true patriot, he loved people, loved life. He passed away on March 9, 1998 and is
buried at Bajkove Cemetery.
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Cxuisip Bragumup TuxonoBuy
Hamamu 3ameuamenvHo20 y4eHo20
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2 . .
Yrpauncruii hayuno-ucciedosamenbCkull UHCIMumym
Hegppmenepepabamvisaroueti npomviuiiennocmu “MACMA”,
Yrpauna, 03680 Kues, npocn. Axademuxa Ilannaduna, 46

14 vronst ucnionmHmtocs 90 net co aHA poxneHnst Bnaguvupa Tuxonoruya Crrsipa, JOKTOpa Tex-
HUYECKHX HayK, rpodeccopa, 3aciTy’KeHHOTO JETeNsl HAyK U TEXHUKH Y KpauHbl, akajeMHKa
YkpanHcKoi HebTerasoBoi akaJeMuH, BBIIAIOMIErocsl HehTEXHMHKA, OTHOTO M3 BEIYLINX HC-
crIenioBaTeel M OpraHM3aTopOB, YCHIMSIME KOTOPBIX CO37IaBajlach COBpPEMEHHas Heprerepepada-
THIBAIOIIAS ¥ HEPTEXMMUYECKas! TPOMBIILICHHOCTD Y KpanHBL.

Cxusp Bosogumup Tuxonosuy
Ham’ami yyooeozo euenozo
JI.M. Illkapanyma', FO.JI. Tuyx’

Incmumym bioopeariunoi ximii ma nagpmoximii HAH Yxpainu,
Yxpaina, 02094 Kuis, eyn. Mypmancoka, 1, ¢haxc: (044) 559-98-00

?Vpaicokuti Hayko80-00CiOHUI iHcmumym
HaghmonepepooHoi npomuciosocmi “MACMA”,
Yxpaina, 03680 Kuis, npocn. Axademixa [lannadina, 46

14 yurms BunoBHmITocst 90 pokiB 3 1Hs HapomkeHHs! Boroauvupa TuxoHoBrya Crisipa, JOKTopa
TEXHIYHHUX HAyK, Ipodecopa, 3aciTy>KeHOoro Jiisiya HAyKY 1 TeXHIKN YKpaiHH, akaJeMika Y KpaiHch-
Kol Ha()TOra30Boi aKaieMii, BUIATHOTO HA(TOXIMIKa, OHOTO 3 MPOBIIHHX JOCHIIHHKIB 1 OpraHi-
3aTopiB, 3yCWUTAMH SIKMX CTBOpIOBaJIacs cydacHa HadronepepoOHa i HadyToXiMiuHa TPOMUCIIO-
BiCTh YKpaiHH.



