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Oil Exploration and the Dilemma of Unemployment in the Niger-Delta Region of Nigeria

The Niger delta region situated in the southern part of Nigeria covers a territory of about 112,110 km?, which represents about 12 % of the total area of the country.
The Niger delta is an oil-rich region, which has led Nigeria to the 12th place among the oil producing countries of the world. The share of crude oil production
accounts for 90 % of export revenues and 75% of the total state revenue. However, despite the numerous social and economic achievements of the oil industry, it
is considered to be the cause of the unemployment rate growth in the region. Taking into account the abovementioned, the aim of this article is to evaluate the
relationship of the crude oil production and high unemployment rate in the Niger Delta. In the article there applied the method of non-experimental research
to enable the proportional reflection, method of cluster random choice for distribution of questionnaires and interviewing method for obtaining direct data and
information. The results showed that the ecological damage caused by the oil production has had a negative impact on the fishing and agriculture — the main
activities of the region rural population. In other words, the threat of oil spills, gas flaring, pollution and other activities associated with oil production are destroying
the environment, which is the main home and source of income for a large number of working-age population. Thus, as a result of the depletion of fertile soils,
the crop yield drops or completely disappears, forests vanish together with their resources. Rivers and reservoirs are being polluted resulting in the extinction of
fish and river fauna, which, in turn, leads to the fact that fishermen and farmers, whose work is directly dependent on environmental conditions, are affected by
unemployment. This causes a widespread poverty, unrest and hostile attitude of among young people, as well as the emergence of other social problems prevailing
in the region. Unfortunately, the years of neglecting the problem of multinational oil companies, on the one hand, and the lack of a clear state policy of the national

government regarding the problem settlement, on the other hand, only increasingly aggravate the problem.
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Heocy [x. 3. Paseedka Hedpmu u dunemma be3pabomuysi
8 denbme peku Huzep e Huzepuu

Jensma Hueepa, pacrnonoxenHas 8 toxHol yacmu Hueepuu, 3aHumaem
naowads okono 112,110 km? u cocmasnasem okono 12 % om obweli naowa-
0u cmpaHsl. Jeasma Hueepa — 602ameili Heghmbio peauoH, kKomopelii sbieen
Hueeputo Ha 12-e mecmo cpedu Hepmedobbiearousux cmpaH mupa. Joas do-
6b14u Hepmu cocmaensem 90 % om sKcnopmHbIx nocmynaerui u 75 % om
obwux nocmynnaeruii 8 6100xem cmparsl. OOHAKo, HECMOMPA HA MHO20-
yucsieHHble CoYUanbHble U SKOHOMUYecKue docmusceHus Hegpmedobbigato-
well MpoMbIWAEHHOCMU, UMEHHO OHa cYUMaemca npu4uHoli pocma yposHs
be3pabomuypl 8 pezuoHe. [PUHUMAA 80 BHUMGHUE 8bIWECKA3AHHOE, Uenb
3moli pabombl — OUeHUMb 83aUMOCEA3b 006bI4YU HEPMU U BbICOKO20 YPOBHA
be3pabomuybl 8 denbme pexu Huzep. B cmamoe npumeHeH Memoo HeKcne-
pUMEHManbHo20 UCCnedosaHus 08 BO3MOMHOCMU [PONOPYUOHATBHO20
omobpaseHus, Memod KnacmepHoz0 U cy4aliHo20 8bi6opa — 044 pacnpo-
CMpaHeHus aHKem, @ MaKxe Memod UHMEPBbIOUPOBAHUA — 0414 MONY4YeHUA
HenocpedcmaeHHbIX OaHHbIX U UHGOPMAYUU. Pe3yabmamel noKa3any, 4mo
3KOM02U4ECKOe paspyLieHue, 8bi38aHHoe 00bbivell Heghmu, He2amusHo Mo-
8/1UAN0 HA PbI60108CMBO U 3eMaedenue — 0CHOBHbIE 8UOLI eamenbHocmu
CenbcKo20 HaceneHus peauoHa. MHbIMuU c108amu, y2po3ssl pasuga Hegmu,
CHU2AHUE MOMYMHO020 2030, 3a2pA3HeHuUe U 0pyeas 0eAmenbHOCMb, C8A3GH-
HasA ¢ 00bbiyeli Heghmu, yHUYMOMCaOM OKpyHatowyto cpedy, om komopol
3a8ucum 6osbwoe Kouyecmso pabomocnocobHo20 HaceneHus, 014 Komo-
PbIX 3MO — 0CHOBHAA CPeOd 06UMAHUA U UCMOYHUK 00X0008. Takum 0bpa-
30M, 8 pesynbmame UCMOWEHUA NM1000pOOHbIX 1048 ypoxaliHocms nada-
em unu 8oobuje uc4esaem, UcYe3arm /1ecd, a ¢ HUMU — U UX pecypcbl. Peku

Y/IK 622.276.5:331.56/.57:364.22 699
Heocy . E. Po3eidka Hagpmu ma dunema 6e3pobimmsa
8 denbmi piuku Hizep y Hizepii

Jenema Hizepy, wo po3mawosaHa y nigdenHili yacmuni Hizepii, 3alimae
nnowy 6ausbko 112,110 km? i cknadae 6u3sbko 12 % 6id 302anbHOi nAowi
Kpaiku. Jensma Hieepy — pezion 6azamuli Ha Haghmy, wio susie Hieepito Ha
12-me micye ceped HagmosudobysHux KpaiH ceimy. Yacmka sudobymky
Hagpmu cknadae 90 % 6i0 ekcriopmHux HaOXo0xeHs i 75 % 8i0 3a2anbHUX
Haoxo0xceHb 0o brodxemy kpaiHu. OOHaK, HE38AMAIOYU HA YUCAEHHI CO-
yianbHi i ekoHoMIYHi 3006ymKu HaghmosudobysHoi npomucaosocmi, came
BOHO BBAMAEMbLCA MPUYUHOK 3POCMAHHA pigHA 6Ge3pobimma y ybomy
pezioHi. bepy4u 00 ysaeu euwjeszadaHe, mema yiei pobomu — oyiHUMU
830€M038’A30K 8UO0OYMKY HAGMU Ma BUCOKO20 pieHA be3pobimms 8 denb-
mi piuku Hizep. ¥ cmammi 3acmocosaHo memod HeeKkcrnepumeHmansHo2o
00Cn1i0HEHHA 0719 MOMAUBOCMI MPOMOPYIOHANLHO20 8i006pPaXHEHHS, Me-
Mmoo KaacmepHo20 Ma 8unadkogo2o 8ubopy — 018 PO3MOBCIOOMEHHS GH-
Kem, a makox memo0 iHMepe’to8aHHA — 017 OMPUMaHHA 6e3nocepedHix
0aHux ma iHopmayii. Pesynbmamu nokasanu, wo ekonoeiyHa pylHayis,
Crpu4uHeHa 8udobymKom Hagmu, He2amueHo BMAUHYAA Ha pubanLemeo
ma 3emnepobcmeo — 0CHOBHI 8UAU OifbHOCMI CilbCbKO20 HaCeneHHs peai-
OHY. [HWUMU C108aMU, 30203U PO3AUSY HAGMU, CMASOBAHHA MOMYMHO20
203y, 306py0HeHHA i iHWa OifabHiCMb, N08’A3aHa 3 8UGOBYMKOM Hagmu,
3HUWYMb 008KiNAA, 80 AKO20 3aA€HUMb BENUKA KinbKICMb Mpayecnpo-
MO3}H020 HaceneHHs, 014 KOMpPozo Ue — 0CHOBHe cepedosulye iCHy8aHHA
i Oxcepeno doxodie. TakuM YUHOM, BHACAIOOK BUCHAMEHHA POOKOYUX IDYH-
mie ypoxaliHicme nadae abo 83020/ 3HUKAE, 3HUKAOMb iCU, G 3 HUMU —
i ix pecypcu. Piku ma godolimuwa 3a6pyOHI0OMbCA, Wo npu3godums 0o
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CBiTOBa eKOHOMiKa Ta MiXKHapO[Hi BiAHOCUHM [ ]

U 8000eMbl 302PA3HAMCA, YMOo MPUBOOUM K BbIMUPAHUI Pbibbl U peyHOl BUMUPAHHSA pubu i piykosoi hayHu, a ue, y ceoto yepey, 00 Moao, Wo pubaku
hayHbl, @ 3mo, 8 c8oto 04Yepeds, K Momy, Ymo PuibaKku U ghepmepsl, Ybsa ma gpepmepu, Yus MPayS HaMpPAMY 304eXUmb 8i0 cmaHy 008KiANA, CMPa-
paboma HanNpAMyr 3a8UCUM 0OM COCMOSAHUA OKpyMatoweli cpedsl, cmpa- datomo 8i0 6e3pobimma. AK HacAiOOK — WuUpPOKe Po3n08Co0HEeHHs BidHOC-
darom om 6espabomuuybl. Kak caedcmeue — WupoKoe pacnpocmpaHeHue i, X8UAIOBAHHS | NAHYBAHHA BOPOX020 HACMPOIO ceped Mon00i, @ MAKOH
bedHocmu, 80/1HEHUSA U 8paxcOebHbIl Hacmpoli cpedu Moa00eX U, G MaK#e 10460 iHWUX cOYianbHUX MPobsiem, Wo Nepesaxarms y ybomy pezioHi. Ha
803HUKHOBEHUE Opyaux COUUanbHbIX npobnem, npeobaadaowux e 3mom Hanb, POKU Hedban020 cmasneHH 00 npobaemu MyabMUHAYIOHAAbHUX
peauoHe. K coxaneHuto, 2006l HebpeXHO20 OMHOWEHUS K npobaeme myb- Hagpmosux KomnaHili 3 00H020 6oKy ma 8idcymHicme YimKoi depiasHoi
MUHAYUOHANbHBIX HehMAHbIX KoMAaHuli ¢ 00HOl CMOPOHbI U omcymemeue noAiMuUKU 8pezynto8aHHa cumyayii 3 60Ky HayioHanbHo20 ypAdy MinbKu
yemkoli 20cydapcmeeHHoL NoAUMUKU ype2yauposaHus cumyayuu co cmo- ace Binbuie no2aubntoome npobaemy.

POHbI HOYUOHO/1bHO20 MPABUMe/IbCMEA MOAIbKO 6Ce Gostbwie ycyey6nsiom Kntouosi cnosa: 6e3pobimms, Hizep, denbma, 6idHicms, monodb, aeimayis,
npobuenmy. goliosHuYicMb, 8udobymok Hagmu/

Knroyesole cnosa: bespabomuya, Hueep, desoma, 6edHoCMb, Mon00eMH b, Puc.: 7. Tabn.: 4. Bi6n.: 19.

a2Umayus, B0UHCMBEHHOCMb, 006b1Ya Hehmu/

Heocy OxwoHamaH Emeka — acnipanm, kacbedpa ynpasninHa, CymcoKuli

Puc.: 7. Taba.: 4. Bu6n.: 19. depxasHuli yHisepcumem (syn. Pumcbkozo-Kopcakosa, 2, Cymu, 40007,
Heocy [uoHaman Imaka — acrnupaHm, kagedpa ynpaeneHus, Cymckol 20- Ykpaiva)

cydapcmeeHHbili yHusepcumem (yn. Pumckozo-Kopcakosa, 2, Cymbi, 40007, E-mail: emyjoesy@yahoo.com

Ykpaura)

E-mail: emyjoesy@yahoo.com

The Niger delta region is made up of 9 constituent states forests and stretches over 20, 000 km? swamp of the littoral
of Nigeria, namely: Abia, Akwa Ibom, Bayelsa, Cross River, fringes of Nigeria [1]. The Niger delta region is unique in the
Delta, Edo, Imo, Ondo and Rivers with the population of about history of Nigeria because it is abundantly and naturally en-
33.7 million people. It covers a territory of about 112,110 km?, dowed with vast deposit of oil and gas with proven oil reserve,
which represents about 12 % of Nigeria total surface area. The hence, the Nigerian economy is heavily dependent on the oil
region encompasses about 60 % of Africa’s largest mangrove sector [2].

Value
3000
2500 — X —
= 51 oo ] KX <
2000 173 T K E:g SmEmE Ezg E:? B §: B
(] KA K <X < <X

1500

&K

BN
XX

T 1 ]
KRR

L [ |
KKK

| 11
KRS

22
5K
<

2058
T ]
3R
RN
R
[ ] ]
R
[ 1]
R
L1 ]
S

0;0

|
Xz
I

,,,
R

29
N
R

%:
0%
AN

.

o

1000 1R o w0 B o w100 100 — o —
R B ET BLCEC LR B BT R B ]
N g%g M S I 5% Y KX KX X KX || 2o |
500 S % o0 0% 4 S % K
< B R e B sl N
2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 Period
Fig. 1. Oil production chart in Nigeria for the period of 2000-2015
Source: (3]
Value
2650 T
2600 + S,

o
S
o
o
S
2550 >
4L
o
o
o

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Period
Yearty Chart Generated by Economagic
— 2015 —=—=— 2014 2013 2012 e 2011

Fig. 2. Movement Chart of Nigeria Oil Production for he period of 2010-2015

Source: [4] Yearty

Mpo6rnemn ekoHomikm Ne 1, 2016 7



CBiTOBa eKOHOMiKa Ta MiXKHapOJHi BiiHOCUHU

Figures 1 and 2 showed consistency in oil production in
Nigeria with 2005, 2010 and 2011 having the highest production
of 2,627; 2,550 and 2,520 thousand barrel per day respectively.

Over the years, oil and gas production has become the
mainstay of Nigerian economy as their earnings are used for
infrastructural development as well as advancing the growth
of the economy [5]. The petroleum exports revenue represents
about 90 % of the total exports revenue, 65 % of government
revenues and finances, about 80 % of the national budget. Ni-

Years
2012

geria has an estimated petroleum export rate of 1.9 Mbbl/d
(300,000 m3/d), with a projected sales price of $114.21 per bar-
rel in 2012. Thus, oil revenues totaled $52.2 billion in the same
year and generated about 71% of government revenues [6].

The natural gas reserves from the Niger delta re-
gion account for 5.2 trillion cubic meters making Nigeria
the world’s 7 largest gas resource and making up 10 % of
the world’s international liquid natural gas supply.
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Fig. 3. Petroleum export and the value of total export in Nigeria for 2008-2012 [7]

Trillion Cubit Feet
200

180

160
140

120

100

80

60

40

20

0 T T T T

N N *
& oF

N &R
0t o® \\%\

d\\‘\% Q% \3\{55\“@ $0\\“®‘ W& Country

Fig. 4. Natural gas reserves of selected countries [8]

Oil and gas production has been of immense contribution
to the Nigerian state, triggering its economic growth and devel-
opment. Crude oil and gas production has come to be the main
stay of the Nigerian economy. Thus, the economy is heavily
dependent on the oil and gas supplies, which are solely
produced from the Niger-delta region. To put it differently,
the high revenue generation, and growth of the Nigerian
economy have a close tie with the Niger-delta region.

CORRELATIONS BETWEEN OIL EXPLORATION
AND HIGH RATE OF UNEMPLOYMENT. The level of un-
employment and underemployment is higher in the core states
of the Niger delta than in any other regions of Nigeria. For
example, it is estimated that 40 % of youths of this region are
unemployed [9]. This in fact is alarming, not only because it
affects the economic status of people but is a pivot to social
vices including youth restiveness, militancy and all other forms
of agitations characterizing the region. As a consequence, the

region performs poorly in terms of social indicators, such as
education, health, mortality rate, quality of natural environ-
ment, human development, etc.

Unemployment in this context is defined as a state of not
being actively engaged in job, trade or any personal handiwork
that earns wage or monetary gain. According to the ILO, the
unemployed population is made up of persons above a speci-
fied age, who are able to, but did not furnish the supply of la-
bour for the production of goods and services. When measured
for a short reference period, it relates to all persons not in em-
ployment, who would have accepted a suitable job or started an
enterprise during the reference period should the opportunity
arose, and who had actively looked for ways to obtain a job or
start an enterprise in the near past [10]. Thus, it entails a situ-
ation, where someone of the working age, who is searching for
full employment, is not able to get a job, be engaged in trading
or any other activity.

8
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Unemployment rate could be determined by the follow-

ing equation:
— ( Ew 100)
Y| tn—x—
- LF 1
n=1
Where , EW — Total number of employed workers
o LF — Total number of labour workforce

Summarily, the difference between employed working
population and the total workforce determines the unemploy-

Value
45

ment rate. This does not include low skilled employment and
underemployment. The statistics have shown that increasingly
higher percentages of the population of the Niger-delta, who
are of the working age, are unemployed. This has been attrib-
uted to the depletion of natural resources and the degradation
of the environment, upon which the means of livelihood of the
local people are sustained. It is ironical to say that some core
Niger-delta states, which earn much revenue to the federal ac-
count through oil and gas production, record the highest rate of
unemployment in Nigeria among the others (see Fig. 5).
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Fig. 5. Unemployment rate in oil producing states compared to non-oil producing states in Nigeria, 2008-2011

Figure re-presented by the author. Note: States with asterisk are non-oil producing states [11]

The figure reveals that Akwa Ibom, Beyelsa and River —
oil producing states of the Niger-delta region — had higher rates
of unemployment as compared to Benue, Osun and Kwara,
which are non-oil producing states. Akwa Ibom has the rate of
34.1, 34.1, 36.1, 18.4; Bayelsa — 38.4, 38.4, 40.1, 23.9; and River
has the unemployment rate of 27.9, 27.9, 29.9, 25.3 for 2008,
2009, 2010, 2011 respectively. Whereas, Benue records the rate
of 8.5, 8.5,9.5, 14.5; Osun — 12.6, 12.6, 13.6, 3.0 and Kwara has
the unemployment rate of 11.0, 11.0, 12.0, 7.1 respectively. The
reason is obvious — farmers and fishermen, whose employment
and means of livelihood are tied closely to nature and the en-
vironment, make up a larger share of the working population
in this region.

The Niger-delta economy is predominantly an agro-cen-
tered economy with farming and fishing as the main source of
livelihood. This is because the ecosystem of the area is highly
diverse, rich in biodiversity with arable and cultivable land that
is supportive of numerous species of terrestrial and aquatic flo-
ra and fauna [12]. Mangrove swamps, fresh water swamps and
lowland rain forest are all natural features of this region. Being
massively endowed with natural resources, a larger number of
the population is dependant on these resources and the envi-
ronment for means of livelihood and economic sustenance. To
put it differently, majority of the working population of this re-
gion are employed by nature. Paul Francis in his research work
showed the distribution of working population by activities in
Niger-delta (see Fig. below).

The figure above shows that 48 % of the working popu-
lation is involved in agriculture (farming/fishing) and 20 % is

engaged in trading. 9 %, 7 %, 5 %, 4 %, 3 %, 2 % is engaged in
services, education/health, public administration, transport,
manufacturing and construction sectors respectively while 2 %
is involved in other minor sectors.

It is obvious from this distribution that anything that af-
fects the environment, upon which agriculture (farming and
fishing) strives in this region, definitely affects a greater portion
of the working population and their sources of employment
and livelihood. In the field survey carried out by the author,
the relationship between oil exploration/production and un-
employment is highlighted (see Fig. 7)

It is observed from the figure above that the three main
features of oil production - oil spill, building of flow lines and
stations and gas flaring — in the Niger-delta have got an ex-
tended or multiplier effects. The Niger-delta area is located at
the coastal riverine area. One of the major oil induced water
pollution is oil spill. With the expansion of oil production and
deep-sea exploration, the incidents of oil spills have greatly
increased. Available statistics shows that from 1991 to 2011,
approximately 4 million barrels of oil has been spilled. This in-
variably has led to the extinction and depletion of the aquatic
diversity, leaving fishermen, whose source of livelihood and
employment is based on the services associated with the aquat-
ic fauna, with little or nothing to leave for. Similarly, cultivable
land and soil fertility in this region are continuously lost due to
oil spills and land degradation, thus affecting the farm product
and income of the people. In a study carried out by Mmom and
Igwe there mentioned that a total of about 818.4 square hectare
of land was lost as a result of oil exploration activities in 7 com-

Mpo6rnemn ekoHomikm Ne 1, 2016
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Fig. 6. Distribution of working population by activities in Niger-delta [13]
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Fig. 7. The tree relationship between the oil production and high rate of unemployment in the Niger-delta
Source of the data: Author’s field survey, 2015

munities of Niger-delta region namely: Bolo Iwokiri, Mbikiri, Again, forest and forest resources remain very important
Agokien, Ele, Oraberekiri and Wakama [14]. to the indigenous people of Nigeria as well as to the various
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organisms that inhabit these ecosystems. Unfortunately, the
oil exploration activities have destroyed much of the mangrove
forests and depleted biodiversity especially at ramp sites, flow
station and terminals. Most of these stations are characterized
by wide fire outbreaks, which do not only destroy the natural
ecology but human lives as well. Responding to interview ques-
tions, an agriculturist from Pebidaba community of Bayelsa
state, where one of the oil flow stations is located stated the
following:

“There is no good cultivable land again, but there is a
noticeable extinction of species. There is no vegetation. All
the bush animals have run away to other places because of
cutting down of forest and the big fire that burns every day
(referring to gas flaring), the heat and noise that come out of
it. This is terrible for people like me, who make a living from
agriculture... I've stopped farming because the farmlands in
this community are no longer fertile. All we have is poor yield.
Now, I'm left without any source of livelihood. Oil has spoilt
everything”.

This statement clearly captured the correlation of the oil
production and unemployment in Niger-delta. It describes the
position of the local people, whose sources of livelihood have
been affected negatively as a result of oil production. This is
the problem!

MULTIPLIERS EFFECT OF UNEMPLOYMENT IN
THE NIGER-DELTA. One of the direct consequences of loss
of employment and source of livelihood in this region is the
alarming rate of poverty. This results from the great misman-
agement and destruction of the natural wealth of the region.
To put it differently, these oil producing communities have re-
mained poor, underdeveloped and devastated by environmen-
tal and health hazards. Majority of the people live for beyond
$1.25 per day, which is the World Bank standard measurement
of poverty. The people do not have food and other life basic
amenities because they can't afford it due to the fact that they
do not have means of income. (See Table 1)

In an attempt by oil producing communities to seek for

Table 1

Poverty statistics of the Niger-delta states

States Absolute Poverty Relative Poverty
Abia 574 63.4
Akwa Ibom 537 62.8
Cross River 529 59,7
Delta 63.3 70.1
Edo 65.5 725
Imo 50.5 57.3
Ondo 45.7 57.0
Rivers 50.4 58.6
Nigeria 60.9 69.0

Table re-structured by the author
Source: [15]

redress against the alleged neglect by government and the oil
multinationals, all forms of agitations, tension and violence are
used in the regions. The most serious of these is youth restive-
ness and militancy, which include hostage taking/kidnapping
for ransom, armed conflict and violence by ethnic militia, il-
legal bunkering and bombing of oil installations, etc. The agi-
tated youths more often than not direct their violent protests
at oil conglomerates because the latter are perceived not just
as the direct culprits in their plight but also as the most proxi-
mate government agents [16]. The resultant effect was loss of
lives and jeopardy to the security and safety of the people in
the region. These were some of the multipliers effects of the
increased rate of unemployment among the oil producing com-
munities of the region. The results of afield survey confirmed
this fact (see Table 2).

RESULTS AND CONCLUSION. The survey design,
which is a non—experimental research design, was adopted.
This provided a proportional representation of data. The clus-

Table 2

Selected Cases of Abductions/Kidnapping for Ransom

Multi National Co. /

S/N Action Oil Servicing Co. Youth Group/ Ethnic Militant Ascertained Purpose
Hostage taking of 10 Militant Youth Gang, Ekeremor LGA, Ransom Demand of NGN
1 Shell .
workers ljaw / Bayelsa State 3.1m
2 Kidnapping of oil Co. staff Mlhtant Youth Gang, Ekeremor LGA, Demand of NGN 25.4m
ljaw / Bayelsa State
3 Klfi.napplng of9 crew ba Oil Servicing Co. working ljaw Militants Ransom/Other demands
military escorts of oil barges | for Shell
4 Kidnapping of 14 workers Chevron Texaco Militant ljaw youths/ Bayelsa State Ransom demands
5 Kidnapping of 19 oil Nobel Dr}lllng/ ljaw Militias / Delta State Delta State Ransom
workers Prospecting demands
Bredero Shaw Oil Servicing | Militant ljaw Youths /
6 Co. (Shell Delta State Ransom demands of USD 5m
Militant youths along
7 Chevron Texaco Benin River area/ Delta
State
Source: [17)

Mpo6rnemn ekoHomikm Ne 1, 2016
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ter sampling technique was applied, hence, the study involves
different communities in the Niger-delta region and a system-
atic random sampling was used to distribute questionnaires to
respondents in different communities.

Table 1 shows poverty statistics of Niger-delta states cat-
egorized by absolute and relative poverty. Absolute poverty is
defined as minimal requirements necessary to afford minimal
standards of food, clothing, healthcare and shelter whereas
relative poverty captures the living standards of majority in a
given society [18].

The result of the survey questions in Table 2 — Reasons
for the alarming rate of poverty — shows that 11 % of the re-
spondents believe it is lack of quality education, while 49 % see
destruction of natural sources of livelihood and lack of job op-

portunities as the reason. 16 % and 24 % see the global economy
depreciation and population growth respectively as the causes.
The respondents were grouped within age brackets of 17-30,
31-45 and 46-60.

Table 3 — Reasons for the high incidence of social vices
and youth restiveness, shows that 10 % and 20 % of the respon-
dents attributed the reasons to breakdown of law and order,
irresponsibility and poor orientation respectively. While 70 %
believes it is a result of high level of unemployment. The re-
spondents were grouped according to the work status — em-
ployed and unemployed.

The unsustainable activities of the oil industry in the Ni-
ger delta, as evidenced, aggravated the crisis between the host
communities and the oil multinationals. This is a result of the

Table 3
Results of the structured sociological questionnaire - Reasons for the alarming rate of poverty in this region
espondents | Lackof qualy ID‘ afiveiood& | SN | o ot | Tota
ack of job opportunity

Ages 17-30 2 18 5 8 33

Ages 31-45 6 20 5 10 41

Ages 46-60 3 N 6 6 26

Total 1" 49 16 24 100

Source: the authors field survey, 2015

Table 4

Results of the structured sociological questionnaire - Reasons for the high incidence of social vices and youth restiveness

Respondents by status Breakdown of law & order Irresp:rr;:inbtialitti){): poor High level of unemployment Total
Employed 12 22 40
Unemployed 4 8 48 60
Total 10 20 70 100

Source: the author’s field survey, 2015

ecological degradation and destruction of their natural means
of livelihood and employment. The agitations spearheaded by
unemployed youths posed great security concern for both the
region and the Nigerian state. The aftermath is the rise of youth
militant groups, who vowed to do nothing but unleashed terror
and make the region ungovernable as a way of avenging their
perceived injustices. This crisis in the Niger Delta region has
been lingering; especially against the backdrop of continued or
renewed agitations by the youths of the region.

The Niger-delta natural ecology and environment have
suffered much depletion and degradation due to oil and gas
exploration and production. The devastation of the environ-
ment, upon which larger number of the working population
relies for means of income and livelihood, has resulted in a
number of multiplier effects on the people and economy of
the region. One of the resultant effects is a high rate of unem-
ployment recorded in the region. Not only has unemployment
brought wide spread poverty, but it has also exacerbated social
vices, which are seen in forms of violence, kidnapping, youth
restiveness prostitution, etc. These are desperate acts of des-
perate people, who have completely lost all sense of hope for a

better future in their region. Taken together, these trends have
severely jeopardized the socio-economic growth and develop-
ment of both the economy and human capabilities in the region
[19]. It is not an exaggeration to state categorically that after
many decades of oil exploration in the Niger-delta region, the
natives have become poorer and less empowered. Every envi-
ronment is endowed with opportunities and confronted with
threats. While the opportunities may be potential (dormant) or
actualized (activated), the threats are often more than not man-
made. This position derives from the fact that environmental
resources in their natural state do not pose any threats to man;
it is rather the utilization of the resources through their use or
misuse that generates threats [20].

To this effect, sustainable oil exploration should by law
be adopted as part of oil exploration and production proce-
dure. To achieve this, it must involve the combine efforts of all
stake holders. The Nigerian government and the multi-national
oil companies should come up with strong policies that would
not only restore hope but improve the standard of living of
the people in the Niger-delta region. To this end holistic steps
should be taken to adopt the principles of fairness and equity
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with the aim of addressing the imbalances in the distribution of
environmental benefits and costs in the form of employment
and job creation, skill acquisition, health care, educational as-
sistance schemes and other pro-poor life-enhancing programs
that are desirable and appropriate.
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