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Meroro po6GoTH € 0OIPYHTYBaHHSI MOXKIIMBOCTI 3aCTOCYBAHHS KJIACHYHOI IIPOLEAYPH BU3HAYCHHS TEMIIEpa-
TypHU eNEeKTPOHIB JUIsl IiarHOCTHKU HAaJ3BYKOBOTO CTPYMEHs 0e33iIITOBXyBaIbHOI [UIa3MHU ABOXaTOMHOTO ra3y 3a
BOJIbTAMIICPHOIO XapaKTEPHCTUKOK 1301b0BaHOI 30HIOBOI CHCTEMH. 30HI0BA CHCTEMA SIBIISIE COOOIO ITOMEPEIHO
OOTIYHI HMTIHAPHYIHUHA 30H] 1 OMOPHHI €IEKTPOJ, CKIAACHHH 3 IeKIIbKOX HMIHAPIB. BigHomeH s mwiomi onop-
HOTO EJIEKTPOJY, 110 30Upae CTPyM, [0 IUIOLII 30HIY JIOBUIBHO i MOXKE OyTH ICTOTHO MEHIIUM BHUMOT TE€Opii Ou-
HOYHOTO 30H/a.

Ha ocHoOBi moOyn0BaHOI paHille MaTeMaTHYHOI MOZEINi 30MpaHHs CTPYMIB, IO BKIIOYA€E PO3PAXYHOK PiB-
HOB@XHOTO MOTEHLiaTy OMOPHOTO ENEKTPOAa MPH 3MiHI HANPYTd 3CYBY 30HAA, PO3POOICHO MPOLEAYPY BiJHOB-
JICHHSI TEMIIEPATypH €JIEKTPOHIB 3a pe3yJbTaTaMH BUMIPIOBaHb 30H/OBHX CTPYMIB y CTPYMEHI ra30pO3psiHOro
JoKepena 1abopaTopHoi AUCOLioBaHOI MIa3Mu. 3HAHAECHO ampOKCHMALII0 [IABAIOYOr0 MOTEHIIANY 1301b0BaHOI
30H/I0BOI CHCTEMH B CHJIBHO HEPiBHOBaXKHIIl IU1a3Mi CTPYMEHS ra30pO3psIHOro JKepena, 10 J03BOJISIE 3a anpio-
pHOMO iH(OpMAaLi€0 TPoO MapaMeTpy IUIa3MHU JIOKATI3yBaTH IPAHMII ePeXiaHOi 001acTi BOIBTAMIIEPHOI XapaKTe-
puctuky. OTprMaHo (HOpMyITy eKCTPAIOALii B epexifHy o0siacTh BOIBTaMIICPHOI XapaKTePHCTUKY (QYHKIIOHA-
JIBHOI 3aJIEKHOCTI I0HHOTO 30HIOBOTO CTPYMY BiJ IOTEHI ATy 3CyBY.

VY pamkax NpUHATOI MaTEMaTHIHOI MOeNi 30MpaHHs CTPYMIB 3aps/PKEHIX YaCTHHOK IUIa3MH BHKOHAHUI
YHCIIOBHI aHaJi3 METOIMYHOI MIOTPIIIHOCTI NPOLEAYPU BU3HAYCHHS TEMIIEPATypH eIeKTpoHiB. OTpUMAHO KilbKi-
CHI XapaKTepUCTHKH BIUIMBY F'€OMETPHYHHX [ApaMeTpiB i30JIb0BAHOI 30HIOBOI CHCTEMH Ha METOIWYHY MOTpill-
HicTb. UHCIOBE MOZEMIOBaHHS BILUIMBY NOTPIIIHOCTEH BUMIPIOBaHb 30HJOBUX CTPYMIB IIOKA3ajo, 110 B PaMKax
MPUAHATOI MOJIENI TOYHICTH Bi/{HOBJICHHS TEMIIEPATYpH EJICKTPOHIB NPH BUKOPHCTAHHI 130Jb0OBAHOI 30HIOBOI
CHCTEMH MOPIBHAHHA 3 TOYHICTIO BUMIPIOBAHb OJJMHOYHUM LIMIIHAPUYHUM 30HOM.

OtpuMaHi pe3yibTaTH MOXYTh OYTH BHKOPHCTaHI B JiarHOCTHII JIaOOPaTOPHOI IUIa3MHU Ta30pO3PsAHOTO
JpKepera.

Kniouosi cnosa: cmpymins 6e33iumosxy8aibHOL Niasmu, CULbHA HEPIBHOBAICHICHb, 08OXCOPMHI IOHU, 130~
JIbOBAHA 30HO08A cucmemd, npoyedypa GUHAUEHHS MeMnepamypu eieKmpoHis, OYiHKU MemoOUuyHoi noepiuHo-
cmi.

The aim of this work is to substantiate the possibility of using the classical procedure for determining the
electron temperature for diagnosing a supersonic jet of a collisionless plasma of a diatomic gas using the current-
voltage characteristic of an insulated probe system. The probe system consists of a cylindrical probe and a
reference electrode composed of several cylinders, all placed transversely in the plasma flow. The ratio of the
current-collecting surface area of the reference electrode to the area of the probe is arbitrary and can be
significantly less than required by the theory of a single probe.

Based on a previously constructed mathematical model of current collection, which includes the calculation
of the equilibrium potential of the reference electrode as a function of the probe bias voltage, a procedure is
developed for determining the electron temperature by measuring the probe currents in a jet of a gas-discharge
source of a laboratory dissociated plasma. An approximation of the floating potential of the insulated probe
system in a strongly nonequilibrium plasma of a gas-discharge source jet is found, which allows one to determine
the boundaries of the transition region of the current-voltage characteristic using a priori information on the
plasma parameters. A formula is obtained for extrapolating the ion probe current vs. bias potential relationship
into the transition region of the current-voltage characteristic.

Within the framework of the adopted mathematical model of charged plasma particle collection, a
numerical analysis of the method error of the electron temperature determination procedure is performed.
Quantitative characteristics of the effect of the insulated probe system geometry on the method error are obtained.
A numerical simulation of the effect of the probe current measurement errors showed that, within the framework
of the adopted model, the accuracy of determining the electron temperature using the insulated probe system is
comparable with the accuracy of measurements with a single cylindrical probe.

The results obtained may be used in the diagnostics of a laboratory plasma of a gas-discharge source.

Keywords: collisionless plasma jet, strong nonequilibrium, two-species ions, insulated probe system, elec-
tron temperature determination procedure, method error estimates.

Introduction. Until now, the gas-discharge sources (GDS) of plasma [1] have
been widely used in the complex laboratory modeling of the magnetogasdynamic
interaction of on-board instruments and structural elements of spacecraft with ion-
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ospheric plasma. Therefore, increasing the information content and accuracy of
laboratory plasma diagnostics is an important part of the physical modeling of en-
vironment in orbit.

This article is a continuation of works [2, 3] on the development of a proce-
dure for determining the parameters of charged particles in a supersonic GDS jet
of a collisionless plasma by the results of measurements of the current collected by
an isolated probe system (IPS) with cylindrical electrodes oriented transversely to
the plasma flow. Under the condition that the ions are accelerated in the electric
field of the source jet, an asymptotic solution for the probe current in the electron
saturation regime is obtained for the dissociated plasma of a diatomic working gas.
Relationships between the collected probe currents for various probe and reference
electrode surface area ratio and the degree of ion dissociation and electron density
are obtained.

In this article, the procedure for obtaining the electron temperature in a plasma
source jet by the probe currents measured with the IPS with cylindrical electrodes
is considered. The influence of the geometrical parameters of the probe system on
the reliability of obtaining the electron temperature is studied.

Problem formulation and mathematical model for collecting currents of
IPS with transversely oriented cylindrical electrodes in a supersonic GDS jet of a
diatomic gas are described in [3].
It is assumed that the plasma is Maxwellian, collisionless, quasi-neutral, there is no
magnetic field, the temperatures of atomic and molecular ions are equal
(Ti1=T;, =T;), the velocities of atomic V;; and molecular V;, ions satisfy the

relation Vi, /V,, — /2. The degree of dissociation of ions in the jet is character-

ized by the parameter n=n;;/n, , where n;, is the density of atomic ions and n,

is the density of electrons.

Measuring electrode (probe) and reference electrodes are electrically isolated
from the body of the vacuum chamber. The reference electrode is a series of paral-
lel cylinders, each of which can be connected or disconnected from the measure-
ment electrical circuit. Let’s consider the electrode base radii to be much smaller
than their length, therefore, the asymptotic Langmuir solution for the ion current to
a cylinder transversely placed into the flow is applicable [2], the end surfaces of
the electrodes to be isolated from the plasma, the electrostatic and gas-dynamic
influence of the electrodes on each other in the plasma to be weak, and there are no
emission currents from the electrode surfaces. The main geometrical parameter of
the IPS is the ratio of the electrode areas Sg =S, /S, , where S, is the area of

the current-collecting surface of the reference electrode, S, is the area of the
probe surface (S, <<Sg,).

The numerical representation of the current-voltage characteristic (CVC) of
the IPS is given in [2, 3]. In the ion-collection and transition parts of the CVC at
negative potentials U , relative to the unperturbed plasma potential, in dimension-
al form, the ion |, and electron I, currents to the cylindrical probe are determined
by the relations:
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where e is the elementary charge, m; is the mass of molecular ions, S, is the area
of the cylindrical electrode, k is the Boltzmann constant, V; is the mass velocity
of molecular ions, m, is the mass and T, is the temperature of electrons.

The probe potential relative to the unperturbed plasma potential is
U, =Uj, +Ug,, where Uy, is the probe potential relative to the reference elec-
trode, U, is the equilibrium potential of the reference electrode relative to the
unperturbed plasma. This potential U, =Ucp(U iz) is found from the current bal-

ance equation for the reference electrode [3].

The direct problem of probe measurements is to calculate the CVC of the
probe, i.e., the dependence of the probe current |, on the bias potential U;, for

given parameters of the unperturbed plasma and the IPS. For the CVC Ip(UiZ) in

the electron saturation regime at sufficiently high positive bias potential U,,, an

asymptotic solution was obtained in [2], which made it possible to obtain calculation
formulas for determining the degree of diatomic ions dissociation n and the electron

density n, from measurements of electron saturation current. In a GDS plasma jet,
the asymptotic solution is applicable for bias potentials from the interval

o Koy, < g K (3)
e e

where @™ ¥ are defined in [3].
.84 Similarly to the case of a single cylin-
drical probe (Sg — ), the CVC of the
cp IPS can be conditionally divided into three
characteristic parts: the ion saturation re-
gion at U;, <Uy, the electron saturation

u

region at U;, >-Uy, and the transition
region Uy <U;, <-Uy4. Here, Uy is the

floating potential of the IPS (potential of
/ the reference electrode U, at U;, =0).

The CVC of the IPS differs from the CVC
of a single cylindrical probe most strongly
in the electron saturation region [3]. The
87 ion region of the CVC of the IPS with the
-2 -1 0 Ui 1 ratio of the electrodes surface areas

Fig. 1 S >20 practically coincides with the

P NWPAOITO N
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CVC of a single probe, for which the potential of the reference electrode relative
to the plasma potential is constant.
Fig. 1 shows the dependences of the equilibrium potential U, (in volts) on

the dimensionless bias potential U;, :uiz/\u ﬂ‘ in the transition region of the IPS
CVC at various area ratios: S, =600 (1), 800 (2), 1000 (3), 1500 (4), 3000 (5), 10*
(6), 3-10* (7), 10° (8). The calculations were performed for nitrogen at
ne =1.0-10*/m*, n =05, T, =2.5-10* K, T,/T; =4.2, V; =1.0-10* m/s, that

correspond to laboratory plasma used in modeling the ionosphere [2]. The floating
potential in this case is Uy = -8.42V .

As we notice, even at S =10* on the boundary of the transition and electron

regions of the CVC, the equilibrium potential of the reference electrode differs a
lot from the constant one. At negative U;, the potential of the reference electrode

is almost constant.
For the plasma of the GDS jet, the floating potential of the IPS with sufficient
accuracy for practical application is estimated:

2 2 m.V; 2 VMV, kT
Uqg~in| = 5 [—& 1+0.414 ,
SR Y z—n\/sz L+ D.42an) [J_ m} :

where p=m,/m; is the ratio of the masses of electrons and molecular ions.
In the ion region at U;, <U 4, the probe current of the IPS is mostly the ion

current (1):

[2e KT mvi2
|p(uiz)~—E Ens o(1+0.414 )\/2e e ~Ugp—-Uj, @)

Reverse problem. In [3], a procedure is developed for determining the degree
of dissociation n of diatomic ions and the electron density n, from measurements

of the probe current in the electronic region of the CVC of the IPS. Calculation
formulas and estimates of the error in determining the parameters n and n, are

obtained. Let’s introduce quantities:

N W (P78 (TS A (199 o 1O

s [';,2(Uiz)]2_[|;,1(uiz)]2 o iz ~Yin ¥

where 1.

ol I;,Z, I; stand for the probe currents at electrodes area ratios S,
Sg2 and SS, respectively; ps =SS’Z/SS’1 >1; Uj;, Uy, Uy, are bias potentials
from the range (3) (Uj,; <Uj;,)-

Note that, within the framework of the accepted mathematical model, Dn , D,

are always positive and constant for a specific stationary plasma flow (they do not
depend on the bias potentials during measurement). The values of D,, D, are
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found by substitution in (5) the results of current measurements at different bias
potentials in the electron saturation region (3) and at different values of the elec-
trode area ratio [3].

Knowing the values (5), the calculation formulas for determining the degree
of ion dissociation and electron density writes as follows:

n~2.414(/D,/u -1), ®)

-1
T m *2
n~—. T |fs*p | t1|D,. 7
©oeS, Ve \/{[S n) }n "

Electron temperature is traditionally determined from the CVC of a single cy-
lindrical probe, the reference electrode to which in the GDS jet plasma is the inner
surface of the walls of the vacuum chamber [4].

Fig. 2 shows the dependence of probe currents on the bias potential

Ui, =Uj, /U g in the transition region of the CVC of the IPS at the electrode are-

as ratio of S¢=400. Here, curve 1 represents the total probe current Ip, 2 - the
electron current I;, and 3 - the ion current I,. For a single cylindrical probe, the

dependence of the collected currents on the bias potential U;, /U, where U, is

the potential of plasma (environment) with respect to the walls of the vacuum
chamber, does not qualitatively differ from that shown in Fig. 2, since the physical
processes of the “plasma-probe” interaction are the same for the IPS and a single
cylindrical probe.

4-10° As the bias potential increases and pass-
es from ion saturation to the transition re-

LA gion of the CVC, the electron current begins
to contribute to the total probe current. At a
910 zero bias potential U;,, the electron current

reaches the level of the ion current to the
probe (1,=0), a further increase in U

leads to a significant dominance of the elec-
0 3 tron current (I; << 1,). The classical proce-

dure for determining the electron tempera-
ture from the CVC of a single cylindrical
probe consists of the following steps [5, 6]:

-2:10°% 1) Measurement of the CVC 17 (U}, ).

-1 0 Ul Here, we need to pay special attention to

Fig. 2 measuring in the transition region of the
CVC, where, as is known, the level of plas-
ma noise can exceed the level of the probe current.

N

o

2) Estimation of the electron current 1,(U;,) in the transition region of the

CVC. In this step, the ion current is extrapolated to the transition region 12" (U, )
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using the ion saturation region of the CVC, and the electron current is estimated by
the relation I.(U;,)~ 17*U;,)- 17 (U;,).

3) Determination of the electron temperature by the calculation formula:
-1
e( d
T, ~— Infl,(U; :
5[ gm0

A series of methods for extrapolating the ion current and differentiating the
experimentally obtained function In[l,(U;, )] is in practical use currently.

Let’s apply this procedure to the CVC of IPS. We extrapolate the ion current
using relation (4) for the probe current in the ion region (U;, <U 4 ) assuming that
the equilibrium potential Uy, doesn’t change significantly for specific measure-
ment case in the transition region of the CVC. For a specific measurement of the

1Z

probe current I;k(U- ) in the ion region U;, <U at the electrodes areas ratio of

S, from (4) we obtain

- e [2e KT mV.2 -
s ):7 /Enesp(1+o.414n)\/2—e'+ LUy ®)

Eliminating (k'|}/2e+ mivi2/2e—UCp) from (4) and (8) and substituting the ex-

pressions for the degree of ions dissociation (6) and electron density (7) into (4),
we obtain the formula for extrapolating the ion current to the transition region

IieX"(UiZ):—\/[I;*(Uf;*)]er(Sz_z n Dn) DUs -U, ).

The dependence of the relative error of the ion current extrapolation
g =(Iiex”— Ii)/|li| on the normalized bias potential U;, :uiz/\u ﬂ‘ for various

0.04 area ratios S, at U;, =—-30V is repre-
sented on Fig. 3. When calculating 1" and
I, the exact values of the "measured” probe

current |, is simulated using the mathemat-

ical model of collecting current by the IPS
[3]. The curves in the figure correspond to
S:* =100 (1), 200 (2), 300 (3), 400 (4), 600
(5), 800 (6), 1000 (7).

An increase in the ratio of electrode ar-
eas leads to a decrease in the relative meth-

odological error €, of the formula for ex-

trapolating the ion current into the transition
region of the CVC of IPS. The error does

-2 -1 0 U, 1 not exceed 2% at S, =200 and it is 1% at
Fig. 3 S, =300.

0.02

0.01

~NoO Ok~ WN -
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Let’s estimate the error of T, determination as follows. Let A be the operator

of the procedure for determinating the electron temperature from the CVC of a
cylindrical probe. Then within the model of a single cylindrical probe (short -

“scp”) the procedure writes as T, = Al )P, where 1P is the “precise” probe cur-
rent.
In the process of measuring probe current Iffp by the single cylindrical probe

and Iipps by the IPS we obtain approximate values
ISP = 15P 1 5P, TIPS = 1S 1. 5P, 9)

where 5, 5P are random variables from the interval (-5,,8,), 8, >0 is the

limiting absolute error of current measurement. Without breaking the generality,
we assume that the errors in current measurement are equal for both measurement

devices 5% =3P =5, .

Let &7(5,) and ETiES(&) be the limiting relative errors of the procedure for
determining the electron temperature T, by measurements of probe currents (9)
using a single cylindrical probe and IPS, respectively, ¢ 'ps — the limiting relative

methodological error of the T, determining procedure by the IPS CVC. The above
writes

HAI P T

[T <EP(3,), AT T,

of/Te <&, JArge-T

/Te <glbs,

Performing elementary transformations of norms in a linear approximation:

|ATPs —T | = AT s — AT+ AT <| AT - AT || AT
HAT{,F’S — AP = ”AI ps | A5, — AISP — A3, “ - ”AI ips_ A1sep| ”AI ps_1,|,
we obtain

Tips _ ips _ ppScp
[T 7| <At — At

1 scp
+HAI S —TeH.

Dividing both parts of this inequality by T, >0, we get an expression for the limit-
ing relative error of the T, determination procedure based on the IPS CVC vs. the
error of the procedure with single probe CVC:

[ AT T | /T <525, )= ° + 3575, ). (10)

The methodological error aiTps of the procedure for determining the electron

temperature for specific experimental conditions and methods for processing the
measurement results (such as extrapolation of the ion current and numerical differ-
entiation of In(le) with respect to the bias potential) can be estimated within the

framework of a mathematical model of current collection by IPS.
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Fig. 4 shows the dependences of the relative methodological error siTpS on the
normalized bias potential UiZ:UiZ/‘Uﬂ‘ for various area ratios S; at

U;, =—30V. The curves stand to S; =400 (1), 600 (2), 1000 (3), 3000 (4).

In the numerical calculations, the exact probe current 1, obtained from the

mathematical model of current collection with IPS [3] serves as “measured” cur-
rent. The symmetric difference quotient

O'i}oi with argument step size dU is used in dif-
ey, ferentiating the function In[1,(U,,)]. Re-
0.00 sults presented on Fig. 4 are obtained with
du =0.1V.
L As we may expect, as electrodes areas
0.06 ’ ratio S, increases, the methodological er-
i ror siTps decreases and doesn’t exceed 5% in
0.03 )

the transition region at S_ = 1000. Near the

_ floating potential of the electrodes, where
0 the bias potential equals zero, and at nega-

tive bias potentials U, , the error £P° is

-0.03 .
e very small for all considered S . Presented

in fig. 4 results serve as an upper estimate

of the methodological error &P for the

Fig. 4

procedure for determining the electron temperature.

Within the framework of the accepted model of the IPS current collection, it
follows from relation (2) that in the transition region, where the equilibrium poten-
tial is close to the floating potential of the reference electrode, the function

f(U;,)=In[1,(U;,)] is almost linear. To differentiate the function, we use its ap-
proximation by a polynomial of the 1st degree using the least squares method on
the interval U;, €(U.,U.)  within the transition region of the CVC

(Ug SU«<0<Uwm < ‘U ﬂ‘). Fig. 5 shows the dependence of the relative methodo-

logical error siTps of the procedure for determining the electron temperature at

U.=Ug (@) and U« =0.1U4 (b) on the right boundary of the potential interval
Une =U**/‘U ﬂ‘ for various area ratios S, at U;, =—30V. The probe current

117 in set on the interval [U.,U...]with the step of 0.5 V. The curves in the Fig. 5

correspond to S:* =100 (1), 300 (2), 500 (3), 700 (4), 1000 (5), 3000 (6).

The presented results show that, compared with local differentiation using the
symmetric difference quotient (Fig. 4), numerical differentiation using approxima-
tion of the logarithm of the electron current on the interval leads to a significantly
smaller methodological error in the procedure of determining the electron tempera-

ture. As the electrodes surface areas ratio S, increases, the methodological error
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siTps decreases and does not exceed 3% when using the interval (U a.—U ﬂ) at

SJ"> 100 (Fig. 5, a)) and the interval (0.1-U 4,~Ug ) at S =300 (Fig. 5, b)) in
the procedure for determining the electron temperature.

0.04 0.04
i ips
2
1
‘o 1 s 2
0.03 2 0.03
3
3 4
4 5
0.02 > 0.02 6
6
0.01 0.01 |
0 — 0 —
0 0.5 1 U 0 0.5 1 U
a) b)
Fig. 5

Estimated relative methodological error siT":S of the proposed procedure of T,
determination by IPS (Fig. 5) appears to be significantly smaller than the error
ETSeCp of the classical procedure of T, determination by the VAC of a single cylin-
drical probe [4].

The obtained estimation of the relative methodological error siT‘:s helps to
choose the proper value of the parameter S:* and interval of bias potential on the
IPS CVC for adequate determination of the electron temperature. So, for example,
from Fig. 5, b) we derive that to hold an error siT'ZS less than 1%, at S?z 300 we

use interval uize(o.lu fI,O.G‘U ﬂD for numerical differentiation, and interval
Uy, €(0.1U,0.8U 4 ) at 5" = 500.

Numerical modeling of temperature T, determination from the results of

probe currents measurement (9) is carried out. The obtained results confirmed the
estimate (10). The simulation results and the estimates obtained in [3] show that it

is rational to measure the probe currents I;*(UE*) in the ion region and 1,(U;,)in
the transition region of the CVC at the largest possible ratio of electrodes surface
areas S. . It is advisable to measure probe currents I;(Uiz) in the electron region

of the CVC at S_ = 200-400.
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Conclusions. On the basis of the classical procedure for determining the elec-
tron temperature by the CVC of a single cylindrical probe, a procedure is devel-
oped that makes use of CVC of isolated probe system in a supersonic jet of a colli-
sionless plasma of diatomic gas.

An approximation of the floating potential of an isolated probe system in a
strongly nonequilibrium plasma of the gas discharge source jet is obtained, which
makes it possible to determine the boundaries of the transition region of the CVC
using the a priori information about plasma parameters. A calculation formula is
obtained for extrapolating the functional dependence of the ion probe current on
the bias potential in the transition region of the CVC.

The possibility of determining the electron temperature from the CVC of an
IPS with cylindrical electrodes using the classical procedure with a single cylindri-
cal probe is substantiated. It is shown that the error in determining the electron
temperature by the currents measured with the IPS is the sum of the methodologi-
cal error of the procedure and the measurement error which is also present in
measurement of the single cylindrical probe current. Based on the results of a nu-
merical study, quantitative characteristics of the influence of electrodes surface
areas ratio on the methodological error in determining the temperature of plasma
electrons in laboratory modeling of flow conditions in the ionosphere are obtained.

Numerical modeling of errors in measurement of probe currents showed that,
within the accepted assumptions, the accuracy of determining the electron temper-
ature when using an isolated probe system is comparable to the accuracy of meas-
urements with a single cylindrical probe.
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