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Eurasian Beaver (Castor fiber; Mammalia)
in the Black Sea Biosphere Reserve

Z. Selyunina, S. Plyusch
Black Sea Biosphere Reserve, NAS Ukraine (Hola Prystan, Ukraine)

Eurasian Beaver (Castor fiber; Mammalia) in the Black Sea Biosphere Reserve. — Selyunina, Z.,
Plyusch, S. — The latest evidence of beavers habitation in the mouth of the Dnipro area refers to 1836.
Spread of the Beaver in Ukraine in the middle of the twentieth century was limited to a few small colonies.
In 1980, a pair of beavers was brought to Kutsurub hunting on the Kinburn peninsula. However, beavers
almost immediately moved into the territory of the Volyzhyn Forest (the part of the Black Sea Reserve),
where they found more favorable conditions for life. In 1996, a family of beavers left dried up Volyzhyn
forest because of prolonged drought and moved deeper into the peninsula. Since the beginning of the 2000s,
throughout the region the increase in the number of the Beaver has occurred. As a result of the resettlement
of the Castor fiber in the Lower of the Dnipro and increase in its number, in recent years beavers have
been observed in atypical for them habitats: drainage channels (2014-2015), on the sea islands (2014 — on
Kruhly Island, Yagorlytsky bay).

Key words: beaver, Lower Dnipro, Black Sea Biosphere Reserve.

Modern territory of Kherson region was previously a part of the vast beaver habitat in Eastern
Europe. But in the mid-nineteenth century this area was divided into several separated parts. The lat-
est reference of the beavers habitation along the mouth of the Dnipro dates back to 1836 [12]. By the
mid-twentieth century some small beavers settlements had remained on the territory of the Dnipro
basin: in Belarus, Polissia and in the Central Black-Earth. In Ukraine in 1946 the distribution of bea-
vers was limited by a few small colonies in the floodplain of the River Dnipro and its tributaries [3].
In 1950, 47 beavers were reintroduced from Belarus to Ukraine, 26 of them were settled in the valley of
the Dnipro and 21 in the Ushomyr forestry (Zhytomyr region), where they successfully distributed.
However, the resettlement of beavers down the Dnipro River was blocked by Zaporizhia dam and the
construction of the Dneprodzerginsky and Kahovka HES. That is why beavers were reintroduced to
Kherson region separately. In total 19 beavers were brought to Kherson region from Kyiv region in 1965.
They were released on the territory of Krynkovsky forest near the village Krynky (Tsyurupynsk district) [4].

In 1980, a pair of beavers were brought to the Kutsurub hunting (Vasylivka forestry, Ochakiv
district) on the Kinburn peninsula and released into the Kutsurub lakes (Fig. 1). However, beavers
almost immediately moved into the territory of the Black Sea Reserve (to the Volyzhyn Forest), where
they found more favorable conditions in the middle of alder forest (Fig. 2). This pear was found in
May 1981 in the wooded part of the Volyzhyn forest'.

By August 1982 there were nine individuals in the beaver’s family. In March 1984 the beavers built
a second hut. In 1985 five individuals dwelled in the hut. In this time on the banks of the Dnipro-
Bug estuary and Kutsurub lakes the footprints of the young beavers were observed, what indicated
the distribution of this family posterity along the Dnipro-Bug estuary, and deeper into the Kinburn
peninsula along the black alder and ash sagas.

It was a quiet dry period between 1985 and 1995 in our region (Fig. 3). Watering of sagas and
lakes not associated with the estuary was minimal. If in 1982 the water level near a beaver hut in the
Volyzhyn forest was more than 1 m, in 1987 the water level in the trenches dug by the beavers does
not exceed 0.6 m. In 1996, the water level in the trenches in the spring was only 0.3 m, and in August
there were no any water even in the trenches.

In 1996, a family of beavers left completely dried Volyzhyn forest and moved, probably deeper into
the peninsula. 10 years later, in 2006, traces of beavers’ life were found on the area of Volyzhyn forest
along the shore of the Dnipro-Bug estuary.

Corresponding author address: Black Sea Biosphere Reserve, NAS of Ukraine, Lermontov St.1, Hola Prystan;
Kherson Region, 75600 Ukraine; e-mail: bsbr@bsbr.ks.ua

! Earlier in the list of mammal fauna of the Black Sea Reserve the beaver was not mentioned [1, 2, 5, 6].
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Fig. 1. Geographical distribution of beavers settle-
ments and the traces of life activity on the territory
of the Black Sea Biosphere Reserve and neighboring
territories, located on the Kinburn Peninsula.
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Fig. 2. Preferred beaver habitats in the “Volyzhyn Forest” Black sea Biosphere Reserve.
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Since the beginning of the 2000s the growth of number of the beavers has been observed throughout
the region. Recent bites of beavers were discovered in 2004 on the Kardashynskih swamps (vil. Kar-
dashynka, Hola Prystan district, pers. comm. of the Yuri Moskalenko). In 2007, fresh beaver bites
were found at the confluence of the Inhulets and Dnipro (13 km upstream from the city of Kherson,
reserve “Mykolske village snakes”). Due to the strong recreational development of the area beavers
were forced to populate transformed habitats such as water channels, fish ponds, drainage channels.

In 2013-2014, the beavers bites were found in horizontal drainage channel around the fishponds,
situated on the border of the protection zone of “Ivano-Rybalchansky” part of the Black Sea Biosphere
Reserve (Fig. 1) 15 km to west from Rybalche (Hola Prystan district) and 3 km from the shores of the
Dnipro estuary.

In the result of resettlement the beavers appeared on the shores of the Dnipro-Bug estuary. Proba-
bly along the lakes and meadows of the Kinburn Peninsula they came to the north shore of the Yagor-
lytsky Bay, then by the Pokrovska spit reached Kruhly Island (Yagorlytsky Bay).

In May 2014 during birds accounting on the island the corpse of a young beaver with no visible
damages were founded, it died probably because of waves overflow during a storm.
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Bob6ep piukosuii (Castor fiber; Mammalia) B YopHomopcpkomy 6iocdepHomy 3anoBigunky. — Cento-
HiHa, 3., IImrom, C. — OcCTaHHE CBiOIITBO MEIIKaHHS o)ggB B I'MPJIOBiN 30H1 JIHiNpa BiZTHOCUTBCA [0
1836 p. PosnoBcroppkenHst 606piB Ha YKpaiHi B cepennHi CT. 6y/10 0OMexKeHe IeKiIbKoMa HeBelINKI-
mu KonoHissMu. B 1980 p. mapa 606piB 6yna 3aBeseHa B Kynypy6cbke mucnucbke rocogapctso Ha Kin-
6ypHCbKOMY IiBOCTpOBi. OfnHak 606py Marbke ofpasy IepecemmInca Ko giaHky YopHOMOpCchKOro 6io-
ciepﬁoro 3aI0BiIHNMKa «BoMmKIH J1ic», e 3SHANIIM CIPUATINBIII yMOBM icHyBaHHA. Y 1996 p. popnHa
6006piB IIOKMHY/Ia 3HEBOLHEHUI B pe3y/braTi TpuBanoi nocyxu «BomokuH jic» Ta nepecenmiacs yrmmo
miBOCTpOBY. 3 movatky 2000-X pokiB IO BCbOMY PeTiOHY CIIOCTEpiraeTbcs picT 4MCeNTbHOCTI PiuKOBOTO
606pa. B pesynpraTi posceneHHs 600piB Ta 301IbIICHHA IX YMCEIBbHOCTI, B OCTaHHI poku 606pu Oymu Biz-
3Ha4YeHi B HeXapaKTepPHMX A1 HUX 610Tomax: ApeHaXHMUX KaHamax (2014-2015), Ha MOPCHKUX OCTPOBAX
(2014, o-B Kpyrnmit y Sropmuupkiii 3aToui).

KniogoBi cmoBa: piukoBuit 606ep, HYOKHA Teuis [JHinpa, YopHoMopchkuit 6iochepHMit 3aI0BITHIK.

Peunoit 606p (Castor fiber; Mammalia) B Yepaomopckom 6nocdeprom sanosequuke. — CenoHnHa, 3.,
ITnsomy, C. — ITocefiHee CBUAETeNbCTBO 00 obuTaHMu 60OpPOB B YCTbeBOIT 30He [IHempa OTHOCUTCS K
1836 r. Pactipoctpanenne 606pa Ha YkpanHe B cepeiute XX CT. 6bUIO OrpaHIYEHO HECKOIbKIMY HeOOIIb-
myMy KomoHuaAMu. B 1980 r. mapy 600poB 3aBe3nu B Kyuy%y6c1<oe OXOTHMYbe X03:1cTBO Ha KMHOYpH-
ckoM tonyoctpoBe. OpHako, 606pbI TOYTH Cpasy ke MepeOpaych Ha TEPPUTOPUIO YIACTKA BOIBDKIH
nec YepHOMOpPCKOro 3amoBenHmKa (1 kM), rjae Haluiu 6o/lee TOAXOAAILNE /IS XXM3HU YCI0BUsL. B 1996 I.
ceMbs1 60OPOB MOKMHYIA 06€3BOXKEHHBII B Pe3y/IbTATe J/INTENbHOI 3aCyXyt BOTBDKIIH JIeC 1 Iepeceniach
BrIyOb momyoctpoBa. C Hauasma 2000-X TOf{OB O BCEMY PervOHY HaOMIOfAETCsI POCT YMCTIEHHOCTH ped-
Horo 606pa. B pesynbrare paccenenust Castor fiber B HI30BbsIX [{Henpa U yBEJIMYIEHNS er0 IVCTIEHHOCTH,
B TIOC/IETHIE TOAbL 6OOPBI OBUIM OTMEYeHBbl B HEXapaKTEPHBIX I HUX OMOTOIAX: [PEHAXHBIX KaHaIaxX
(2014-2015), Ha MOpckuX ocTpoBax (2014, o-B Kpyrbiit B SIropisiikom 3anuse).

KnoueBble coBa: pednoit 606p, HipkHuit [Jrenp, Yepromopckuit 61ocdepHbIi 3aII0BEFHIK.
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