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«Intermarium» project: civilization, Christian and
economic-regional dimensions

Abstract. Currently, the Intermarium project is becoming more and more relevant, given the recent geoeconomic and geopolitical
processes on the Eurasian continent. This results from a number of expanding crisis processes, as well as from different
understanding of the structure and development of the European Union. It is well known that the European Union is going
through hard times after the UK leaving the EU, as well as in view of the growing controversies between the «North-South» and
«West-East» axes. The core EU member states, including Germany and France, are shifting towards a need to review the concept
of development of the European Union.

In this respect, the initiative of Andrzej Duda, the President of Poland, is very timely and implies the implementation of the
Intermarium project which should be developed and given concrete meaning, thus strengthening cooperation between Central
and Eastern European states representing the «North-South» axis. The relevant countries are located in the area of the Baltic,
Black and Adriatic Seas. Thereby, in our opinion, it is essential to extend the abovementioned project to Eastern European
countries, of which Poland and Ukraine could become leaders, in order to shape the Eastern division of the project, crossing the
Baltic and Black Seas and proceeding to the Caspian Sea.

In our view, the Intermarium project is diverse and complex. Its basis is polysystemic, and its nature is universal. The project
makes it possible to bring together researchers who have knowledge in various areas of science. Also, the spiritual and religious
aspect of the project, particularly in the context of the Christian teaching, as well as its civilizational, geopolitical and geoeconomic
dimensions, may become some of the important issues relating to the Intermarium project itself.

The article provides an analysis of possible modalities for micro- and macrocooperation within the framework of the Intermarium
project, including its two elements, which are the EU member states and selected Eastern European countries. A powerful
integral unity of the two countries, which are Poland and Ukraine, could be the driving force behind the Intermarium project and
its Eastern division.

Thus, as it is shown in the article, the Intermarium project as a whole has a great future and can be perspective for all participating
countries, including EU member states.
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CockiH O. I.

KaHamaaT eKOHOMIYHNUX HayK, npodecop, 3aBigyBay Kadenpy Mi>kHapogHOT EKOHOMIKN,

HaujoHanbHa akagemist ynpasniHHs; ampekTop, IHCTUTYT TpaHcdopmalii cycninbcTtaa (YkpaiHa);

[OKTOpPaHT (MpaBocnaBHe 60rocnoB’sl), NPaBOCIABHUA TEONOMYHUA (haKynbTET,

MpewoBcbkuin yHiBepcutet (CnoBaubka Pecny6nika)

MpoekT «MiXkmop’si»: uuBinisayiitH1in, XPUCTUAHCbKUI T2 €KOHOMIKO-perioHanbHuii BUMipu

AHoTauis. Tematuka npoekty «Mixkmop’si» cTae Bce Oifibll akTyalbHOKO Ha Cy4acHOMY €eTari po3BUTKY MEOEKOHOMIYHUX i
reonosiTM4HNX NPOLECIB Ha €BPA3INCbKOMY KOHTUHEHTI. Lle 06yMOBREHO AK TVM, WO BiaGyBatoTbCSA NEBHI KPU30BI LLEHTPOBIXKHI
npotecu, Tak i pisHMMK NigxogamMm [o Po3yMiHHS CTPYKTYpyBaHHS Ta po3BuUTKy €sponeicbkoro Cotosy. 5K BigoMo, nicns suxony
BennkobpuTaHii 3i cknagy €sponencbkoro Cotosy, a TakoXK Yepesd HapOCTaHHs NPOTUPIY MiX ocsamm «[iBHi4-TiBoeHb» i «3axig-
Cxig», €BpoCcoto3 nepexnsae He Hankpalli Yacu. Ctape sapo €Bpocotosy, Taki KpaiHn sk HimevdnHa Ta PpaHuis, yce yacTiwe
roBOPSATb NPO HeOOXiAHICTbL MopgudikaLii oro KoHUenLii po3BUTKY. Y 3B’A3KY 3 LM iy>ke CBOEYACHOIO € iHiLjaTiBa npe3ngeHTa
Monbuwi AHpxest dyaun, ska nonsrae B TOMY, WO Tpeba CTBOPUTU, PO3BUBATU 1 HAMOBHIOBATN KOHKPETHUM 3MICTOM MPOEKT
«Mi>xmop’si», MocCUnoYN chniBnpauto LeHTpanbHO- Ta CXiGHOEBPOMENChbKMX AepXKaB, Lo nexartb Ha oci «[MiBHiy-lMiBgeHb». Lli
KpaiHn poaTalloBaHi y30oBX bantiicbkoro, YopHoro n AgpiatTudHoro Mopis. 3 orisgy Ha e, akTyalbHUM CTa€e AOMNOBHEHHS
[aHoro NPOEKTY Oro CXigHUM QUBI3ioHOM, Ae nigepamu mornu 6u 6yTn Monblua Ta YkpaiHa, ansa Toro, wob BubyaysaTi CXigHy
oyry npoekty «Mixxmop’a», sika npoxoguna 6 yepes banTinicbke Ta HYopHe Mops 11 3akiHvyBanacs 6 y Kacniicekomy mopi. Ha
HaL nornsg, NPoekT «Mi>KMop'si» Ay>ke PIBHOMaHITHWIA | CTPYKTYPHO CKnagHuii. BiH Mae nonicnctemMHuii 6asuc 1a yHiBepcanbHy
npupoay. Y LuboMy NpoeKTi MOXuBe 06’eAHaHHA AOCNIAHVKIB, SKi BUBYaIOTb PisHi cdepun 3HaHHA. Baxknneoro npobnemMaTukoro
npoekTy «Mi>xxmop’si» MoXke 6yTW i QyXOBHO-PENIriiHNA acnekT, 0COBNNBO Yepe3 MPU3MYy XPUCTUSHCbKOrO BYEHHS, a TakoX
uMBinisauiiHa cknapoBsa, BnacHe SK i reononiTUYHUA Ta reOEKOHOMIYHWI acnekTu. Y cTaTTi B pamkax npoekTy «Mixmop’s»
aHanis3ylTbCA MOX/MBI MEXaHiI3M/U Makpo- i MiKpocniBpOoBITHMLTBA ABOX MO0 YacTUH — KpaiH, Lo BXOAATb B €BPONEncbKui
Coto03, Ta KpaiH cXigHOro AMBI3ioHy. PyLWiiiHO cunnoto NpoekTy «MiKMop’s» MOro 6 cTaTy MOTY>XXHE iHTerpanbHe 06’eAHaHHSA
MonbLi n YkpaiHn. Taknum 4nHom, NpoekT «MiXMop’s» B YCill MOro LinicHOCTI Ta yHiBepcabHOCTi, Mae BeNNKe ManbyTHE i MOXXe
O6yTIn OQy>Ke NepCrneKTUBHUM K Ans BCiX KpaiH-y4acHWUb Yy Linomy, Tak i ana €sponencbkoro Cotosy 3okpema.

Knro4voBi cnoBa: XpucTnaHCTBO; LmBinisauis; npoekT «Mixxmop’s»; Monblya; YkpaiHa; banto-HYopHoMopcbka gyra (sick); lcnam;
Kutan; €sponencbkuin Cotod; micta Margebyp3bKoro npasa; MepexxeBi MicTa.
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CockuH O. N.

KaHanaaT 3KOHOMUYECKMX HayK, Npodeccop, 3aBedyoLmnin kKadeapon MexxayHapoaHOW SKOHOMIKMN,

HauunoHanbHas akagemusi ynpaeneHust; ampektop, HCTUTYT TpaHcdhopmaummn obuiectsa (YkpanHa);

LOKTOPaHT (NpaBocnaBHoe 60rocnoBue), NPaBoCaBHbI 60roCnoBCKUN aKybTeT,

Mpewosckuii yHnBepcuTeT (Cnosaukas Pecny6nvka)

MpoekT «MeXxmMmopbe»: LMBMAN3auMoHHOe, XPUCTUAHCKOE N 9KOHOMUKO-PernoHasnbHoe nsmepeHust

AHHOTauusa. TemaTuka npoekta «MeXMOopbe» Ha COBPEMEHHOM 3Tane pPasBUTUS TEOIKOHOMUYECKMX U FeOMOMUTUHECKMX
NpOLEeCCOB Ha €BPAa3WMNCKOM KOHTMHEHTe CTaHOBWUTCH BCe 6onee akTyanbHOW. 3TO OO6YCMIOBAEHO TeM, YTO MPOUCXOodsT
OonpeaesnieHHblE KPU3NCHbIE MPOLIECCHI, XapaKTepU3YLLMECS LEHTPOBEXHOCTBIO U Pa3dHbIM MOHUMAHWEM CTPYKTYPUPOBaHUS
n passutus Esponeiickoro Coto3a. Kak n3BecTHO, mocne Bbixoga M3 coctaBa Eponeiickoro Coto3a BenvkobputaHum u
HapacTaHusi NpoTusopevnii mexay ocsamu «Cesep-tHOr» n «3anag-BocTok», EBpocoto3 nepexnsaet He ny4lune BpemeHa. Ctapoe
aapo EBpocorosa, Takue cTtpaHbl Kak lepmanns, dpaHums, BCe Yalle roBopsAaT O HEOOXOOUMOCTU MOAMMUKALMN KOHLENUMm
passuTua EBponeickoro Coto3a. B 3Tol CBA3M O4YeHb CBOEBPEMEHHOW SABNSETCA uHMUMaTMBa npesvpeHTa Monbwn AHgykes
Lyabl, KOTOpasi COCTOUT B TOM, YTO HafoO CO3[aTb, Pa3BMBaTb U HAMOMHATbL KOHKPETHBIM COAepP)KaHUeM MPOeKT «MexXMopbe»,
ycunmneas COTPYyAHUYECTBO LEHTPASIbHO- M BOCTOYHOEBPOMENCKMX FOCYAapcTs, nexawmx Ha MepugnaHe «Cesep-HOr». O1un
CTpaHbl pacnonoxeHsl Baons bantuiickoro, YepHoro n AgpuaTtnyeckoro Mopen. B csasn ¢ aTiM, Ha Haw B34, CTaHOBUTCSA
0Y€eHb aKTyaslbHbIM JOMOMHEHNE AaHHOMO NPoeKTa ero BoCcTo4HbIM AVBU3VOHOM, MMAEPOM KOTOPOro MO 6bl BbICTYNNTL MonbLia
N YKpavHa, 4To6bl BbICTPOWUTb BOCTOYHYIO Oyry npoekta «Mexxmopbe», KoTopas 6bl npoxoguna Yepeld bantuiickoe n YepHoe
MOpst U 3akaH4mBanacb B Kacnuiickom mope. o MHeHMO aBTopa, NPOoekT «MeXXMopbe» 04eHb MHOroo6paseH 1 CTPYKTYPHO
cnoxxeH. OH nMeeT NonMcuUcTeMHBIN 6a3Kc 1 YHUBEPCarbHYO Npupoay. B aToM NpoekTe BO3MOXHO CUHTETMHECKOE 06beauHeEHe
nccnegoBartenen ¢ pasHbix cep 3HaHun. BaxxHol npobnemaTtkon npoekTa «MexXMopbe» MOXET ObITb 1 JyXOBHO-PENUIMO3HbIN
acnekT, OCOBEHHO CKBO3b MPU3MYy XPUCTUAHCKOIO YYEHUS, a TakXe LMBUIM3ALMOHHAs COCTaBNSAIOLLAs, reonoutTuyeckas u
reosKoHomu4eckas. B gaHHOM cTatbe aHanu3upyloTCsi BO3MOXKHbIE MEXaHW3Mbl Makpo- Y MUKPOCOTPYAHMYECTBA B pamkax
npoekTa «Mexmopbe» 1 ABYX €ro YacTeil — CTpaH, BxoasLwumx B EBponeickuii Cotos, 1 BOCTOHHOMO AMBU3NOHA. [BIKYLLEN CUION
npoekTta «MexXmMopbe» 1 ero BOCTOYHOro AVBU3MOHA MO0 Bbl CTaTb MOLLHOE UHTEerpanbHoe oobeanHeHne rocygapcTs lMNonbla
1 YkpaunHa. Takum o06pasom, NpoekT «Mexxmopbe» B ero LenoCTHOCTU U YHNBEPCANIbHOCTY, KaK MOoKasblBaeTCs B CTaTbe, MeeT
O4eHb 60nbLUoe ByayLee 1 MOXET ObITb NEPCNEKTNBHBLIM O/ BCEX CTPaH-y4acTHUKOB U B LenoM ans Esponeiickoro Cotosa.
KnioueBblie cnoBsa: XpuctuaHcTeo; umBunusaums; Mpoekt «Mexmopbe»; Monblwa; YkpauHa; Banto-YepHomopckas pyra;

Wcnawm; Kutaii; EBponeiickuin Cotos; ropoga Margebyprckoro npaea; ceTeBble ropoa.

1. Introduction and Brief Literature Review

Various problems relating to Intermarium were studied by
S. Rudanskyi, M. Hrushevskyi and Yu. Lypa (cit. as of 1992) in
his work «Cause of Ukraine». As noted by N. Koroma (2007),
«Mykhailo Hrushevskyi was the first to develop the founda-
tions of geopolitics for Ukraine, taking into consideration the
factor of the Black Sea, which was to be taken into account
when drafting the foreign policy of the Ukrainian State».

In the early 20" century, Josef Pilsudski and Symon Petliura
took meaningful steps towards the implementation of the Inter-
marium project. Zigfrids Anna Meierovics, a Latvian Minister of
Foreign Affairs, developed a strategic framework for the poten-
tial implementation of a Baltic-Black Sea alliance. The concept
of Intermarium has always been of interest on the part of diffe-
rent countries, either mainstreaming or slowing down at diffe-
rent times in history. It was revitalised at the end of the 20" cen-
tury after the disintegration of the Soviet Union and the world
socialist system. At that time, both in Poland and Ukraine, as
well as in some other countries, the relevant issues were ac-
tively discussed and highlighted both in theory and practice.
Upon the EU’s eastern enlargement, the subject of Intermarium
ceased to dominate. However, in the second decade of the 215t
century, the geopolitical and geoeconomic situation started to
change sharply due to a variety of reasons, and the subject of a
Baltic-Black Sea alliance, now as the Intermarium project, has
gained prominence and momentum.

The researchers in Ukraine, Poland and USA made at-
tempts to study, analyse and generalise the ideas concerning
Intermarium in its various forms and at different historical sta-
ges. V. Boyko (2017) prepared a historical retrospective of Inter-
marium idea in the Ukrainian state building in 1917-1921, while
poles J. Brudnicka (2016) and M. Grzechnik (2014) made a re-
search on the geopolitical position of Poland in the same histo-
rical period of time and beyond, exploring the context of the Bal-
tic and Black seas in particular. To the explanation of Interma-
rium space is devoted a research by M. J. Chodakiewicz (2012).

The concept of Intermarium in the foreign policy of Poland in
the 21st century has been studied by A. Starzyk and N. Tomasze-
wska (2017), and P. Zurawski vel Grajewski and A. B. Motusic
(2017) devoted their work to the perspectives of co-operation
in the Adriatic-Baltic-Black sea region. V. JancoSekova (2016)
made a critical review of the implications for the European Union
which may occur as a result of deep co-operation between the
countries in the Central and Eastern Europe.

A. Umland (2016) made a research concerning security in-
teraction of the states between the Baltic and Black Seas.

J. Levy (2007) investigates the Intermarium in the con-
text of the East Central European Federalism, while A. M. Ene
(2017) gives an author view on the role of Intermarium project
development in destabilising of the modern Russian regime.

2. Intermarium: a project created

by Christian Civilization

Currently, Intermarium is a project which includes se-
veral countries in Central and Eastern Europe that are on the
«road from the Vikings (Varangians) to the Greeks» which was
traced in the period of Scandinavian kingdoms, Rus, Poland
and Byzantium. The aforementioned trade and economic pro-
ject lived through its best years in Christian times. It was a
time when there existed theocratic Christian states. Trade bet-
ween states developed rapidly, so did the economic ties. The
clergy played a great role in all sectors of public life. For exam-
ple, Byzantine law formed the basis for the strengthening of
the church in Kievan Rus. «The novelty introduced by Em-
peror Justinian, which contains the concept of the «sympho-
ny of powers», was virtually the first significant ruling due to
which church authorities began to had the same power as
secular authorities, i.e. the princes. It was included in all gui-
ding books that existed in Kievan Rus» (I. A. Balzhik, 2007).

In times of Kievan Rus, Intermarium, known as the «road
from the Vikings (Varangians) to the Greeks», emerged as a sa-
cred project relating to both European and Eurasian axes: not
the «East-West» parallel, but the «North-South» meridian, as a
project reflecting principles of the Christian Civilization in Central
and Eastern Europe. As noted by S. Khvedchenia (2012), «the
«road from the Vikings (Varangians) to the Greeks» was of great
importance as a primary trade route in 10-11" centuries AD,
yet it lost its significance, as such. Even then, it remained pop-
ular and was actively exploited for a very long period of time».

A trade route that traversed from the Baltic Sea across
the territory of what is Poland today to Constantinople can be
considered a branch of the main route.

Numerous Christian states for the project included Rus,
Poland, Byzantium, Hungary and Bulgaria. In the South, the
route that crossed the Baltic, Black, Adriatic and Caspian Seas
linked to the ancient Silk Road, in which India, as a pra-terri-
tory, played a major role. The Indo-European family of langua-
ges is another manifestation of the sacral nature of the project
which has been around for over one thousand years.
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Let us emphasise that it was spiritually homogeneous and
close countries that were involved in the project. The Gos-
pel of Luke gives us an interpretation of the concept of «your
neighbour». «<And, behold, a lawyer arose, testing him saying,
«Teacher, what must | do to inherit eternal life?

And he said to him, «What is written in the law? What is
your reading of it?

And he in answer said, «You shall love the Lord thy God
from your whole heart, and with all your soul, and with all your
strength, and with your entire mind, and your neighbour as
yourself.

And Jesus said, «You have answered correctly. Do this
and you will live.

But wanting to justify himself, he said to Jesus, «And who
is my neighbour?

In reply Jesus said, «A certain man was going down from
Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among bandits. And they, when
they had stripped him and inflicted wounds, went away, lea-
ving him half dead. And by chance a priest was going down
that road, and when he saw him he avoided him. And likewise
also a Levite, when he came near that place and saw him, and
passed on around. But a Samaritan man came travelling by
him, and when he saw, he was moved with pity. And he ap-
proached and stopped up his wounds, and applied olive oil
and wine. And mounting him on his own animal, he took him
to an inn, and took care of him. And on the morrow when he
departed, he took out two denarii, and gave them to the inn-
keeper, and said, «Take care of him; and whatever you spend
beyond this | will reimburse you when | return. Which of these
three seems to you to be a neighbour for the one who fell
among bandits? And he said, «The one who did mercy with
him. And Jesus said to him, «Go yourself and do likewise».
(Luke 10: 25-37)

Hence, the «North-South» project was implemented and
developed by countries that had adopted Christianity and
were spiritually homogeneous.

3. Intermarium: a civilization aspect

Having been introduced by close Christian states, Inter-
marium evolved within European Christian Civilization. It was
terminated by hostile Turkic Khazar hordes which came from
the lands of Cainites. Islamic Civilization subjects completed
its destruction. Therefore, Intermarium is a system of close
geoeconomic and geopolitical links between Christian coun-
tries in Europe, whereas those who destroyed it belonged to
Islamic Civilization or Paganism. In the modern context, an
intercivilizational confrontation is further reinforced. The In-
termarium project is confronted by the initiative supported by
communist China, known as «One Belt, One Road».

The Silk Road Economic Belt initiative was introduced
by Chinese President Xi Jinping in his address in Nazarbayev
University in Astana in the framework of his state visit to the
Republic of Kazakhstan in September 2013 (I. Yu. Frolova,
2016).

Today, China is a communist county based on secret so-
cieties which, in fact, are criminal organisations structured as
triads. If we look deeper, we can see that, according to the
biblical legend, Cain was exiled to those lands. This is what
A. Lopukhin wrote about in his studies: «So Cain went out
from the Lord’s presence and lived in the land of Nod, east of
Eden. It is difficult to pinpoint the location of that land. Some
scholars state that it might be Northern India, China, etc»
(A. P. Lopukhin, 1896).

Today, the inhabitants of the relevant territories, along
with other beliefs, worship the cult of the dragon or ser-
pent. Communist China is antichristian. Therefore, it is con-
sidered inconceivable to link Central and Eastern European
states which represent Christian Civilization, namely Poland,
Ukraine, Slovakia, Bulgaria, Georgia, Croatia, Slovenia, Aus-
tria, Moldova, Romania, the Czech Republic, Hungary and
the Baltic States, to China. It is unacceptable for our civili-
zation to try to link this very alliance of Christian, primarily
Catholic and Christian, countries to pagan Turkic commu-
nist China. This would mean an intrusion similar to what we
can observe these days from the part of Islamic Civilization
in the form of migration of Muslims to western and Southern
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Europe. It is worth to mention that Hungarian Prime Minis-
ter Viktor Orban told at the European People’s Party (EPP)
congress in Malta in 2017 that «language of liberal political
correctness is even, unable to identify and understand the
true danger of migration. We, Central Europeans, expect that
if things go on like this, there will be a dominant Muslim pre-
sence in the Western half of Europe even in the lifetime of our
generation» (The Visegrad Post, 2017).

Consequently, the Intermarium project and the One Belt,
One Road incentive are two different projects which belong
to heterogeneous civilizations. Furthermore, it is necessary
to indicate that, besides the civilizations of China and Islamic
states, The Russian Federation, which is the last fragment of
the Russian Empire belonging to the Eurasian satrapic world,
is also a party to the One Belt, One Road incentive. As is wide-
ly known, Eurasian civilizations, especially Muscovy, were es-
tablished by the Turkic Khazar Horde, supported and encou-
raged by Chinese advisers. For example, Chinese advisers
were widely involved in Genghis Khan’s armies and took part
in strategic planning relating to the advance of the troops to
conquer Rus and other Christian states. R. Tolmacheva (2012)
notes, in particular, that, according to some oriental chroni-
cles, 4,000 ethnic Mongols, including the guard created by
Genghis Khan, who died in AD 1227, as well as 30,000 Tatars
(Mongol-lingual tribes), were part of those who were engaged
in the campaign. Also, 200-300 thousand horsemen coming
from a variety of tribes joined the armies during the Western
campaign.

Currently, we are observing the formation of a new alliance
between the Russian Federation Horde and pagan atheistic
communist China. This alien structure is intruding into Chris-
tian Civilization of European countries, disguised as the deve-
lopment of trade and economic relations, translogistics or the
One Belt, One Road incentive.

The One Belt, One Road incentive is a false model of
the Silk Road, which is secret and aggressive expansion
of extraneous civilizations to Christian countries in Cen-
tral and Eastern Europe, which leads to undermining spi-
ritual practices attributed to European civilization. All this is
much more dangerous than the Muslim invasion in the form
of hordes of migrants, promoted by Islam, in Western and
Southern Europe.

The contemporary Intermarium project is viewed to be a
powerful alternative of European Christian civilization to other
models of civilization, which are antagonistic and pose spiri-
tual and civilization challenges. A powerful integral unity of
two Christian countries, which are Poland and Ukraine, could
be the driving force behind the Intermarium project and its
Eastern division.

The creation of the alliance between the two countries will
make it possible to provide a framework for the project in a
short time, designating it as a continental dimension. The en-
largement of the Intermarium project to its Eastern division will
increase its geoeconomic part by several times. A common
economic and monetary space will begin to shape across
the meridian. Finally, it will become possible to opt out of the
failed and outdated «East-West axis» project which is con-
sidered as such by both Poland and Ukraine, as well as by
some other Central and Eastern European states. The func-
tioning of the abovementioned spiritual and civilization pro-
ject has always meant a geoeconomic and geopolitical de-
cline for Ukraine-Rus, Poland and other nations. The fragmen-
tation of Poland by three empires and loss of its statehood in
the period from 1795 to 1918 is the most striking example in
this regard. In those times, Ukraine ceased to exist in a similar
way. Therefore, we should consider the tragic experience and
avoid past mistakes.

There are several prerequisites for the establishment of the
comprehensive Intermarium project, including the following.

Disintegration processes within the European Union.
It has become obvious that the situation within the Euro-
pean Union has deteriorated significantly after the so
called Brexit, when the UK, a country playing an important
role in terms of geopolitics and economic developments,
withdrew from the EU. We can see what disintegration



processes are happening in Spain or ltaly, for example,
where Eurosceptics came to power. Also, we can observe
differentiation regarding the new EU member states repre-
sented mainly by post-communist countries, including the
Visegrad Four Countries.

Geopolitical and geoeconomic expansion of the Rus-
sian Federation. Currently, we see the Russian Federation
attempting to save the remains of the former Russian Empire
with its colonies consisting of 21 proto-national republics,
which, indeed, were eliminated and deprived of their state-
hood by the metropole. We understand that these attempts
are tries to restore and renovate the Russian Empire. We as-
sume that, in certain circumstances, we can expect military
aggression directed primarily against Ukraine.

A need to implement joint projects in the Eurasian space.
In conditions of the falling wave of Kondratiev supercycles,
which will continue until 2021, followed by the stagnation
phase of the cycle, it is urgent to establish joint innovative
projects in the framework of the fifth and sixth technological
stages.

A need to access new markets, predominantly in the
Eurasian space. Getting access to the Caspian Sea across
Georgia and Azerbaijan makes it possible to enter vast ter-
ritory with both enormous resources and significant eco-
nomic potential.

Communist China’s economic expansion. Under the pre-
text of the so-called New Silk Road (or «velvet road»), the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China is trying to form dictatorial communist
monopoly imposing its own model and using it to create its
own financial, economic and demographic basis to infiltrate
into Europe, and the European Union in particular.

Strengthening of potentially powerful players on the Eura-
sian continent: India, Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan and Uzbeki-
stan. Establishment of joint innovative projects in all economic
spheres.

A «confined» option of the countries within Intermarium
may consist of Poland, Ukraine, Moldova, Georgia, and Azer-
baijan (see Figure 1), and their cumulative potential is presen-
ted in Table 1.

Analysing data in Table 1, we can con-
clude that when a small group of the «con-
fined» option of Intermarium is created, it
serves as a model for testing of economic
control problems, including financial, eco-
nomic, political-economic (and later mili-
tary). As a result, it is very profitable to ex-
pand the obtained experience to the whole
Intermarium project, connecting the second
wave countries, which are currently coope-
rating within Baltic-Black Seas-Adriatic re-
gion. Concerning financial-economic indi-
ces, which are defining the potential of six-
teen countries of Baltic-Black Sea-Caspian
arc, as well as Mediterranean arc, it is pos-
sible to specify that very powerful geoeco-
nomic and geopolitical subject may be for-
ming on the Eurasian continent, which shall
feature population of 170 million people,
GDP of USD 1.6 trillion, and quite large vo-
lume of goods turnover.

MODERN PARADIGMS OF DEVELOPMENT

It is necessary to consider that USA are starting aiming for
domestic market (while evading close EU integration), simulta-
neously shaping enormously powerful Asia-Pacific Union with
large financial-economic potential and hundreds of millions of
well-educated and mobile population. It is worth considering
that all countries are looking for allies for implementation of fifth
and sixth technological mode, use competitive strengths of
countries, which are forming geoeconomic alliances, in order
to perform as large a break as possible in information techno-
logies and space technologies, acquire additional value as high
as possible, force competitive strengths on countries that keep
on developing outdated technological modes, in mining indus-
try and industrial productions sites with low processing level
and small share of intellectually intensive products, first of all.

An «extended» option of the countries within Interma-
rium may include Poland, Ukraine, Moldova, Georgia, Azer-
baijan, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Czech Republic, Slova-
kia, Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria, Serbia, Bosnia and Her-
zegovina, and Croatia (see Figure 2), and their cumulative
potential is presented in Table 2.

Data in tables 1-2 mean that small Baltic-Black-Sea-Cas-
pian division group of the «confined» option within Interma-
rium (five countries), is extremely perspective regarding op-
posing aggressive Russian Federation’s behaviour. Essen-
tially, four countries out of five are injured parties from the
Russian Federation’s aggression. As is general knowledge,
Ukraine, Moldova, Georgia and Azerbaijan lost parts of their
territory as a result of military, political, information and other
Russian Federation’s activity, and are suffering significant
losses due to the Russian expansion and aggressive foreign
policy. Poland has suffered also, one way or another, from the
Russian Federation’s activity.

It is quite evident that objective reality points that these
countries must join their effort in military sphere, but in or-
der to successfully oppose aggressive military and foreign
Russian Federation’s politics, they have to perform rearma-
ment more intensively, create military-political alliance and
strengthen their position on the Eurasian continent.

Fig. 1: A «confined» option of the countries within «Intermarium»

Source: Author’s presentation

Tab. 1: Potential of the «confined» option of «Intermarium» project (five countries)

Source: Compiled by the author based on [5-9; 13; 21; 24; 28-29; 33]
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4. The economic component of the Intermarium project

The Intermarium project could result in an economic,
and, under certain conditions, military and political alliance
of Central and Eastern European states. In order to achieve
the aforementioned, it is essential to be creative, inventive
and consistent. In this regard, it is possible to make use of
the experience of the European Union, except to the extent
that it may be required to implement the Intermarium project
in less time.

Objective reasons for the implementation of the Interma-
rium project:

e geopolitical threats;
e military threats
* geoeconomic threats and challenges.

As it is known, the European Union was originally estab-
lished as economic partnership in the form of three cartels. In
1951, Belgium, the Federal Republic of Germany, the Nether-
lands, Luxembourg, France and ltaly signed the Treaty of
Paris, establishing the European Coal and Steel Community.

The second step, from the part of the six countries men-
tioned above, was to sign the Treaty of Rome establishing the
European Economic Community and the European Atomic
Energy Community.

The third step was to sign the Merger Treaty in 1965, es-
tablishing the Council and the Commission of the EEC. The
Treaty came into force in 1967 (European Political Strategy
Centre, 2017).

Thus, it took 16 years to create the prototype of the
European Union, as we know it today.

The Intermarium project can operate basing on the princi-
ples of the aforementioned model, with the subsequent emer-
gence of an economic alliance, introduction of Euro as a sin-
gle currency, and free circulation of gold, Bitcoin (which we
propose to call the «digital gold») and other cryptocurrencies
as payment units of the given alliance.

Fig. 2: An «extended» option of the countries within «Intermarium»

Source: Author’s presentation

In 2017, an initiative was launched to establish an interna-
tional consortium in the region of the Baltic, Black and Cas-
pian Seas, with Ukraine being an organic part of the Eastern
division of the project.

The eastern part of the Intermarium project is consi-
dered in terms of taking into account the entire system of
the Eurasian continent. The Intermarium territories facing
the Adriatic are very narrow and do not cover the entire
Eurasian continent; it significantly hinders momentum and
provides no synergies. Such a model gives neither geo-
political nor geoeconomic opportunities if it reaches the
Adriatic only. We believe that there should also be another
axis stretching to the Caspian Sea and reaching Kazakh-
stan, Turkmenistan, Pakistan, India and Bangladesh, where
there are vast markets.

We are of the opinion that economic cooperation in the
framework of the Intermarium project could be focused pri-
marily on the following main lines of action:

1) lifting the restrictions on trade in goods and services;

2) elimination of obstacles to the free movement of people;

3) establishment of the common capital market, free tripping
of capital;

4) creation of joint ventures;

5) formation of a s’ingle labour market;

6) establishment of joint-stock commercial and investment
banks, insurance companies, pension funds, etc.

7) establishment of common commodity and raw-materials,
and stock exchanges;

8) free opening of bank accounts for individuals and legal en-
tities;

9) establishment of free trade areas and consignment ware-
houses;

10) giving support for private small and medium-sized enter-
prises at the intergovernmental level;

11) implementation of the common migration policy;

12) development of production faci-
lities, including roads, communi-
cations and telecommunications;

13) cooperation in the field of tourism;

14) unification of national civil codes;

15) provision of a visa-free regime
(O. I. Soskin, 2001).

Each country of the «confined»
option of Intermarium (Poland, Uk-
raine, Georgia, Moldova, and Azer-
baijan) has its own weak and strong
sides within economy. These coun-
tries may be useful to each other in
various economic areas. It is quite
evident that good synergistic effect
can be achieved due to these coun-
tries’ economic resources linkage
through mutual cooperation model,
creation of industrial clusters in va-
rious industry branches, creation of
international logistic schemes within
railway transportation system (high-
speed railways at first), construction

Tab. 2: Potential of the «confined» option of «Intermarium» project (sixteen countries)

Source: Compiled by the author based on [5-9; 13; 21; 24; 28-29; 33]
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of shared automobile highways, development
of marine transportation, transfer of goods
from Eurasia’s European part to Asia, bypas-
sing Russian Federation.

Even simple addition of the following in-
dices: territory, GDP, GDP per capita, foreign
trade, specify that creation of single financial-
economic complex will significantly increase
competitive position of the aforementioned
countries on the global level. Eastern divi-
sion’s development is not some utopia, as far
as such models are quite widely implemen-
ted throughout the world. The practice being
performed by the Russian Federation through
creating such international projects as Eura-
sian Union or taking part in Shanghai Pact or
BRICS is evident. It is possible to state that
creation of Eastern division (the «confined»
option of Intermarium) as economic alliance
of countries within this area is extremely perspective.

The economic potential of the «confined» option of In-
termarium versus Russia shows Intermarium’s objective
competitiveness at the geoeconomic level, as it is shown
in Table 3.

If International consortium of Eastern division of Baltic-
Black Sea-Caspian region (Poland, Ukraine, Georgia, Mol-
dova, Azerbaijan) is to exist, it shall be strongly competitive
to the Russian Federation apriori. If we are to analyse finan-
cial-economic indices of the mentioned countries, their GDP
is about 50% of the Russian one. The However, the export
of those countries is almost even with the Russia’s one. Ser-
vices’ export shall be higher than the Russian one. Export of
high-technology goods is higher than Russia’s (USD 14.7 bil-
lion, in contrary to Russia’s USD 6.6 billion). The same goes
for other figures. We are witnessing the event how these five
countries are becoming highly popular in all spheres, relative-
ly to Russian Federation’s class. So, study of the tables’ data
means objective necessity to create as soon as possible Bal-
tic-Black Sea-Caspian division alliance with five countries, in
small variant. The resulting matrices, schemes, instruments
for further economic, geopolitical and military cooperation
should be applied for a wider circle of the Intermarium states
within its «extended» option.

Rather interesting may become Intermarium countries’
partnership on the beginner level of Baltic-Black Sea-Cas-
pian division with Austria, because Austria’s involvement may
strengthen Intermarium’s positions in all the directions of its
development.

5. Regional and municipal cooperation as part

of the Intermarium project

The Intermarium project is the total of a number of conti-
nents and dimensions. Fundamentally, it should develop as a
highly organised system of complementary elements which
provide synergies. It appears that cities and regions forming
the «North-South» axis will play a very important role in the
implementation of the project, with open networking cities
being the key driving force for rapid development.

The concept of open networking cities is not a new phe-
nomenon. Retrospectively, it has its prototype: free cities
along the aforementioned axis have had power since the
Middle Ages. Such cities developed with regard to Magde-
burg Law and they were numerous in Ukraine, Poland, Slo-
vakia, Hungary and Czechia. «As most studies indicate,
Magdeburg Law is a set of medieval city laws, according
to which cities were granted internal autonomy to a certain
degree and could establish their own judicial and adminis-
trative institutions. The essence of their autonomy was in
the fact that a city that was granted Magdeburg rights was
free from restrictions imposed by the central government,
was free to develop and rise to the level of maintaining its
economic activities to the full» (Yu. M. Kyrychenko, 2011).
Among Ukrainian cities, Magdeburg rights were granted to
Khust, Tiachiv and Vyshkovo, as well as to Lviv in 1356,
Kamianets-Podilskyi in 1372, Kremenets in 1431, Lutsk in
1432, Zhytomyr in 1444, Mukachevo in 1445, Rivne in 1493,

MODERN PARADIGMS OF DEVELOPMENT

Tab. 3: Economic potential of the «confined» option of «Intermarium»
(Poland, Ukraine, Moldova, Georgia, and Azerbaijan)

vs Russia

Source: Compiled by the author based on [5-9; 13; 21; 24; 28-29; 33]

Kyiv in 1494, Ternopli in 1548, Bila Tserkva in 1588, Chyhy-

rynin 1592, Chernihiv in 1623, and Vinnytsia in 1640. Among

Polish cities, we can mention Zlotoryja in 1211, Wroclav in

1242, Szczecin in 1243, Poznan in 1253 and Krakow in 1257

(M. Kobyletskyi, 2015).

It is well known that free cities played a key role in the
development of productive forces on the European conti-
nent. It is these cities that became a key driver of Christian
Civilization in Europe. Free cities laid the ground for the in-
dustrial revolution in European countries. Regrettably, free
cities as a focus for transformation development were abo-
lished in the age of late feudalism, as well as during the
time when European empires emerged, and capitalism en-
tered the phase of imperialist development. They fell un-
der central authorities that put an end to both economic di-
versity and the economic and social model of free cities.
Today, in the era of space, information, and internet revo-
lutions; in the era when vertical hierarchies collapse, and
the so called paradigm of primary chaos is making its way,
the present times require the most powerful and sustaina-
ble development of networking cities. The matrix of the free
city is beginning to revive, however within the new context
of the horizontal network system connecting the produc-
tive forces, now that the fifth technological stage is under
way, and the sixth technological stage gradually proceeds
in practical terms.

Free cities look for partners through cooperation and net-
work clustering, rather than through central authorities. It is
not essential for a cluster to be in the same area. Presently,
we are about to observe the emergence the so called star-
like multicomponent international clusters. Networking cities
located in different countries will form integral clusters. Each
city will have a certain advantage, either professional staff,
or knowhow, or resources, or innovations. Herewith, a mo-
del of how to gain synergies, when the available resources are
pooled together in different areas to create a quality new pro-
duct, takes effect.

Logistics networks will also be of crucial importance. The
exchange of labour force, knowledge and capital takes place.
The key role is played here by:

1. State-of-the-art airports connecting certain cities with
other destinations. In this regard, Lublin Airport is a telling
example. This, in turn leads to the establishment of on-
going contacts, since the air traffic of today fast travelling
for the intellectual elite and highly skilled workforce of the
relevant cities.

2. Express motorways enabling a travelling speed up to

130 km/h, and a quick transfer of goods and persons.

. High-speed transnational railways.

. Capital movements.

. Personnel training, human capital development, along
with the development of new contemporary trades rele-
vant to the fifth and sixth technological stages, including
biochemists, programmers, IT specialists, nanobiotech-
nologists, genetic engineers, tissue engineer, microsur-
geons, etc.
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In this regard, among the cities located within the «North-
South» axis, Lublin is a telling example. In terms of Ukraine,
cities such as Lviv, Odesa, Rivne and Lutsk can become re-
levant examples. It is important to establish an alliance of
such cities and to implement the Intermarium project not on-
ly at the regional level within the «North-South «framework»,
but also at the municipal level with regard to cities of key im-
portance. To successfully implement the project, it is vital to
specify what cities belonging to the Eastern division of the
Intermarium project can act as free open networking cities
striving to create their matrixes with a focus on the fifth and
sixth technological stages.

Intermarium has its infrastructure including a vast pipe-
line system and logistics networks. It is ready to use; al-
though some objects may be built up, we can say that we
refer here to the completion and commissioning of the fa-
cilities and not to the construction of infrastructure, star-
ting almost from scratch. Now we can observe an ongoing
dispute over Nord Stream 2. The establishment of the al-
liance of Baltic, Black and Caspian Sea countries, including
its Eastern division, and its coordination with the Three Seas
initiative (or Trimarium), where Poland will connect the west
wing with the East wing, will stop Nord Stream 2. Then, there
will appear a new geopolitical and geoeconomic power that
will be able to create an international system of power sup-
ply. By doing this, we can avoid the «East-West» parallel, a
line along which all empires were formed. Consequently, we
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