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THEORETICAL FOUNDATIONS OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT OF
THE AGRI-FOOD SPHERE

The article highlights the historical preconditions and principles of sustainable development of the
agri-food sphere. The analysis of the evolution of the categorical content of sustainable development is
carried out. It has been noted that the main ideology of sustainable development is the integration and
harmonization of the ecological, economic and social spheres of society. It is shown that the concept of
sustainable development has an interdisciplinary character, so it should be considered in many aspects and
studied from different angles. The basic advantages of sustainable development for the agri-food sphere are

outlined.
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Statement of the problem and its connection
with important scientific and practical tasks. The
modern stage of social development has led to an intensi-
fication of the contradictions of the interaction between
man and nature. A complicated and comprehensive phe-
nomenon as "sustainable development of society" is the
subject of research by a wide range of specialists in eco-
nomics, sociology, ecology and the field of interest of a
number of organizations and research institutions. This
points out the interdisciplinary concept of sustainable
development, so it should be considered in many aspects
and studied from different angles. In particular, in the late
1980s, the Swedish Royal Academy of Sciences estab-
lished the International Institute of Ecological Econom-
ics, for combining economic disciplines and ecology and,
more generally, the natural and social sciences[1].

The concept of sustainable development is gen-
erated by the needs of modern human development and
has an important, growing importance every decade for
the management of natural and social processes in the
global as well as regiona and local scales. The basis of
the ideology of sustainable development is the integration
and harmonization of the ecological, economic and social
spheres of society. In the center of the concept of sustain-
able development is a person, since she is the goal of so-
cial activity with her needs, and it is also the main factor
in achieving the goal. Among the main factors contribut-
ing to sustainable development, we can distinguish the
following:

- ecological - defines the conditions and limits
of the restoration of ecological systems as aresult of their
exploitation;

- economic - involves the formation of the eco-
nomic system, harmonized with the ecological factor of
development;

- socia - establishes the right of a person to a
high standard of living in conditions of ecological safety
and well-being [2, p.3].

At present, the concept of "sustainability” is sub-
stantially expanded and is considered, as a rule, within
the framework of co-evolutionary development of nature
and society. The most important principles of such devel-
opment are the preservation of high quality of the envi-
ronment, economic development within the limits of li-
mited resources, and solving of social problems.

The analysis of the latest publications on the
problem. The theoretical foundations of sustainable de-
velopment of the society were studied by many domestic
and foreign scientists in their papers: V. Bautin [7], G.
Daly [6], Dennis Meadows [5], Donella Meadows [5], O.
Popova [10], S. Sonko [8], M. Khvesik [4], O. Shubalyi
[4], K. Holling [2], and other researchers. Careful elabo-
ration of their works gives an impetus for further devel-
opment of grounds of the theoretical basis for the charac-
terization of sustainable development in the agri-food
sphere (AFS). At the same time, the theory of sustainable
development is at the stage of making, as there are many
controversial and unresolved issues that actualizes the
task of systematic analysis of scientific views and their
further development, acceptable to the AFS.

Forming of the aims of the research. The pur-
pose of the article is to conduct the analysis of theoretical
and methodological principles for the interpretation of the
concept of "sustainable development” and the substantia-
tion of its essence in the agri-food sphere, with the
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presentation of the author's vision of its contemporary
content.

Giving an account of the main results and
their substantiation. Development is a complicated
process and change of unstable development into a sus-
tainable one should be accompanied by the elimination of
all negative factorsin the functioning of a complex socio-
economic system. As you know, the term "sustainable
development® means supported, balanced, self-
reproductive development, in other words, one that would
be consistent with the resource and environmental capa-
bilities of the biosphere. The concept of "sustainable de-
velopment” itself was introduced at the 42nd session of
the United Nations (1987) in the report of the commis-
sion "Our Common Future" [3]. The report also noted
that "the strategy of sustainable development is aimed at
achieving harmony between people and between society
and nature" [3, p. 68]. In other words, sustainable devel-
opment of society is possible only in the case of a harmo-
nized relationship both within society and with the envi-
ronment.

There is no doubt that, sustainable development
is a systemic problem and like any system consists of
many elements. According to M. Khvesik and O. Shu-
balyi, "the development process takes place in, at least,
two opposite ways: variability and stability, chaos and
order, involution and evolution. In this unity of intercon-
versions and opposite moments of development, the no-
tion of sustainable development focuses on the evolution,
coherence and direction of changes. Order and safety are
inherent in the process of such development as well as
survival and preservation of structures, contrary to chaos
and catastrophe. Thus, sustainable development is such a
creative evolution of the system, in which no transforma-
tion within the system, no external negative factors can
bring it out of the state of dynamic equilibrium "[4, p.

67].

In 2004, Donella Meadows, Jorgen Randers,
Dennis Meadows published the book "Beyond the
Growth", which corrects the scenarios of the origina
model based on 30-year data since the publication of the
first report of the Club of Rome [5]. The author of the
Innovation Economic Theory of Sustainable Develop-
ment, highlighted in the monograph: "Beyond Growth:
The Economic Theory of Sustainable Development”
(1996), is the American economist G. Daly. According to
G. Daly, "sustainable development is the definition of
harmonious, balanced, non-conflict progress of al earthly
civilization, groups of countries, individual countries of
our planet based on scientifically grounded plans, when
simultaneously a complex of issues on environmental
protection, liquidation of exploitation, poverty and dis-
crimination both of each separate person, and entire
peoples or groups of peopleis solved [6, p. 28].

Sustainable development as a balanced interac-
tion between man, society and nature must be socialy
oriented, aimed at the formation of intelligent human
needs, in connection with which the implementation of its
principles involves adjusting the scale of vital values in
the direction of growth of mora and spiritual compo-
nents.

According to V. Boutin and other co-authors of
the monograph, "the fundamental difference between the
concept of sustainable development and traditional views
and practices of management liesin the integral approach
to development as an integral process of nature, popula-
tion, economy"” [7, p. 56]. Although the world continues
to move through unsustainable development, due to the
increasing number of global problems and manifestations
of the negative effects of these problems, sustainable de-
velopment is becoming increasingly relevant, so the tran-
sition to such development is inevitable. It should be
noted that humanity has two ways - a global catastrophe
or the creation of a sustainable society, based on the
noosphere concept, where technologies are used for the
benefit of man and nature. According to S. Sonko, hu-
manity should maximally approximate all technologies
and other forms of nature use to the mechanism of forma-
tion of substance-energy metabolism in natural ecosys
tems, adhering to the principle of limit sufficiency. A
limit is considered sufficient, when passing through it,
mankind is at risk of self-destruction [8, p. 4]. The ap-
proach of geographical space to the level of constancy
means gradual return to mechanisms of substance-energy
exchange, having a spatial manifestation in natural eco-
systems and agroecosystems. Agroecosystems are agri-
cultural enterprises, typical socio-natural ecosystems,
which people form on the basis of their interests, but at
the expense of the use of organisms created by nature
itself (although atered by them in the process of artificial
selection).

Sustainable development meets the interests of
any state. A clear, grounded national strategy for sustain-
able development is a key to bringing Ukraine closer to
world standards of socio-economic and environmental
progress. In the national paradigm of sustainable devel-
opment of Ukraine, it means "the process of harmonizing
productive forces, ensuring satisfaction of the indispensa-
ble needs of all members of society in the conditions of
preservation and phased reproduction of the integrity of
the natural environment, creating opportunities for ba-
lancing between its potential and the requirements of
people of all generations’ [9, p. 4].

The main characteristics, on which the study of
sustainable development of the society are based, and
which are the core of national and regional development
models, include:

— Balance as a reconciliation of social, econom-
ic and environmental interests;

— harmony of coexistence of nature and society;

— stability of satisfying needs;

— the balance between economic benefits, social
needs and natural benefits;

— resistance to the influence of negative factors.

In the philosophical sense, sustainable develop-
ment is a spiral development. Elements of cyclic recur-
rency, regular repetition of events, phenomena and
processes are combined with a unidirectional sequential
trajectory. According to the classical definition, sustaina-
ble development is interpreted as a coherent development
of economic, social processes and the natural environ-
ment. Summarizing various theories and perspectives on
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the sustainability of development, one can come to the
conclusion that it characterizes the ability of the socioe-
conomic system to withstand the internal and external
factors of influence and the ability to adapt to them.

And although, as the historical reality shows, li-
near, stable development in the society does not exist,
everything happens cyclically, periodically and wavelike,
the phases of growth change to recessions, crises, depres-
sions, regression, but the intensity of the change of one
stage of development to another can occur with different
strength, amplitude and frequency, on which the concept
of sustainability and the balance of development are
based. Consequently, sustainable development should be
seen as the harmonious coexistence of human civilization
with the natural environment on a sustainable, long-term
basis by ensuring a balance between economic benefits,
social interests and natural benefits. Now the system of
phenomena of the real world is no longer doubtful.
Therefore, objects and processes should be considered as
a system, that is, as a set of components, relationships
and connections, including interactions with the environ-
ment. In the process of development, consisting of cycli-
cally repeating stages of evolution, the system constantly
moves from a steady state to an unstable one and vice
versa. Structural and functional constancy, under which
we understand the ability of the system to maintain its
parameters in a certain area of values, that allow them to
maintain a high-level certainty, including composition,
relationships and behaviour (but not equilibrium), is
formed in the process of adaptation to the changing inter-
nal and external conditions of management.

The study of the methodology of sustainable de-
velopment is of great practical importance, especialy for
the implementation of this concept in the activities of the
agri-food sphere (AFS). AFS is based on agrarian
production, food industry and food market and at the
same time, is the most important component of national
and regional economic systems. The concept of AFS is
much broader than the concept of "agri-food complex”
(AFC), because in addition to the traditional components
of the agri-industrial complex, it takes into account the
complex territorial subsystem. AFS is the subject of the
concept of sustainable development, due to its essence -
direct involvement in the environment, consumption of
natural resources and significant anthropogenic impact on
the environment - degradation and pollution of land,
water and other resources. The key problems of the
development of AFS are the low commaodity production,
the weakening of the economic basis for the development
of the countryside, the significant losses of production
due to the imperfection of the infrastructure of the
agrarian market, in particular the lack of agricultural co-
operation and storage logistics, lack of incentives for
producers to comply  with  agri-environmental
requirements of production, limited solvent demand of
the population and many others.

Recognition of the relationship between envi-
ronmental, economic and social systems is a fundamental
methodological position that determines the origins of
AFS's sustainable development policy. It is AFS that is
one of the most important bases for the development of

our state. The main objective of the concept of sustaina-
ble development in the AFS should be achievement of an
optimal balance between economic growth, the normali-
zation of the quality of natural resources and satisfaction
of the needs of the population in high-quality food prod-
ucts. Sustainable development of AFS requires a certain
strategy, that is, the definition of long-term goals of ra-
tional use and reproduction of natural and resource, hu-
man and productive potentials.

According to O. Popovas interpretation, sustain-
able development of the agri-food sphere is a systematic,
oriented towards the interests and potential of man and
society, in general adaptive in nature and qualitative, in
point of fact intrinsically targeted changes, accompanied
by increased ecological and economic efficiency, socio-
economic progressiveness and environmental sustainabil-
ity, both the case of previous invariant states, and as for
achievement of rational models of constancy at various
stages of evolutionary development [10, p. 75]. It should
also be noted that the sustainable development of AFS is
the ability of all its sectors to dynamically maintain pro-
portions of the effective development, to carry out ex-
panded reproduction, and to form food security of the
country. Under the constant development of AFS, we
understand the coherent process of, the consistent imple-
mentation of systems of technological and managerial
decisions, the use of which is focused on the conservation
and effective use of natural and resource potential and
solving of social, environmental and economic objec-
tives. An important factor for sustainable development is
the integration processes and the creation of clusters in
the AFS. Sustainable development of AFSis also imposs-
ible without the profile, successfully functioning and
competitive science and education.

The sustainability of AFS has its own distinct
differences, to which we refer soil-climatic, biological,
and environmental factors; technologies of cultivation
and processing of agricultural products, organization of
rural territories and rural-urban continuum. Constancy of
production is the most important condition for the effec-
tive development of AFS. The main deterrent factors of
sustainable development are deterioration of fertility and
soil condition, price imbalances in the APS, financial
inaccessibility of credit resources, insufficient develop-
ment of innovative processes, reduction of labor potential
inrural areas and in small agricultural cities.

Conclusions and prospects of the further in-
vestigations. The considered approach to expanding the
content of the concept of "sustainable development" and
levels of its integration creates the initial preconditions
for the further development of the theory of management
of the sustainable development of the agricultural sphere
of the region and the development of basic provisions.
Obviously, sustainable development is based on both
global factors and taking into account the specifics cha-
racter of individua regions, its human, natura and
resource, innovation, geographic and transport potentials.
That is al, that provides the reproduction process - the
basis of the system of sustainable development.
Achieving the sustainable development of the agri-food
sphere should be based on the relevant principles of
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management. Among the basic principles of management  principle of sustainable and priority development of the
should be include: the principle of the combination of  social and labour sphere in the countryside; the principle
state regulation and market self-regulation; the principle  of priority of environmental and economic substantiation
of prevalence of multi-sectoral economic structures; the of economic decisions.
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TEOPETUYECKUE OCHOBbI YCTOMYUBOIO PA3BUTUSA
AreonPoaoBOJIbCTBEHHOU COEPDI

B ctatbe paccMoTpeHbl UCTopuYeckue Npeanochiiiki 1 MPUHLMUIBI YCTOMYMBOIO Pa3BUTUST arpornpo-
0oBOMNbCTBEHHOW chepbl. OcyllecTBNEH aHanu3 9BOMIOLMU KaTeropuarnbHOro coaepXaHusi YCTOMYMBOro
pa3suTus. OTMEYEHO, YTO OCHOBHOW MOEO0NOrMen yCTOMYMBOrO pa3BmUTUS SIBNISIETCA MHTErpaunst U rapMoHK-
3aUUsl IKOIOTMYECKOM, SKOHOMMYECKON U coumanbHbix cdep obwectBa. Hanbonee BaxHbIMM NpUHLMNAMMA
YCTOWNYMBOTO Pas3BUTUS SIBIISIETCA COXPaHEHME BbLICOKOTO KayecCTBa OKpYKalLwen cpenbl, SKOHOMUYECKOe
pasBUTME B paMKax OrpaHUYEHHbIX PECYpPCOB, PeLUeHME coumanbHbix npobnem. Opyrumu crioBamu, ycTom-
ynBoe pasBuTME OOLLECTBA BO3MOXHO TOJIbKO B TOM CIlyyae, Korga rapMOHM3MpPOBaHbl OTHOLUEHST Kak BHYT-
py obLlecTBa, Tak U C OKpyXawLlen cpefo. AKLEHTMPOBAHO BHMUMaHME Ha TOM, YTO B LEHTPEe KOHLEeNumu
YCTOMYMBOTO Pa3BUTUS HaXOOUTCH YENOBEK, MOCKOIbKY OH C ero noTpebHOCTAMM ABMsieTCs Lenbio obecT-
BEHHOWN OeATENbHOCTU, U OH Xe e€CTb OCHOBHbIM (PakTOpPOM AOCTWXKeHUs uenu. [lokasaHo, 4To KoHuenuus
YCTOMYMBOTO Pas3BUTMS HOCUT MEXOMCLUMMIMHAPHBIA XapakTep, No3ToMy eé crnegyeT paccMaTpuBaTtb BO
MHOMMX acnekTax u uaydaTtb U3 pasHblx pakypcoB. CaenaH BbiBOA, YTO YEeNOBeYeCTBO AOMKHO MaKCUMarbHO
npnbnmxatbe BCe TEXHONOTNN U Apyrne opmbl NMPUPOAOINONb30BaHUSA K MEXaHn3My (OOpMMPOBaHUS Cbipbe-
BOIO U 3HEPreTM4eckoro obMeHa B NpMpoaHbix akocucteMax. O6obLias pasnuyHbie TEOPUN N TOYKM 3pEHUSA
Ha YCTOMYMBOCTb pasBUTUHA, CAenaH BbIBO4, YTO OHO XapakTepusyeT CMOCOOHOCTb CoumanbHo-
3KOHOMUYECKOWN CUCTEMbI COMPOTUBNATECS BHYTPEHHMUM U BHELUHUM (bakTopam BrUSHUA U YMeHue aganTu-
poBaTbCS K HAM.

OTmeueHo, YTo uccnegoBaHne MeTOAONOrMM YCTONYMBOTO PasBUTUS UMEET OrPOMHOE NPaKTMYECKOEe
3HayeHne, ocobeHHO Ansa arponpogoBonibCTBeHHOM cdpepbl (AlNC). OdyepueHbl 6asoBble MpenmMyllecTBa
ycTonumBoro passutus ana AlNC. 3Tta cdepa HeNocpeacTBEHHO CBA3aHa C UCMONb30BaHUEM MPUPOLHbIX
pecypcoB Ans obecneyeHnss cOOGCTBEHHOW MPOM3BOACTBEHHON AeATenbHOCTW. [pusHaHne B3aMMOCBA3EN
MeXay 9KOMNorn4eckomn, IKOHOMUYECKON U coumanbHbIMU cucTeMaMn aenseTca oyHaaMeHTansHon MeTono-
nornyeckon nosuumen, kotopas onpegensieT UCTokn yctomnumsoro passutusa AlC. BaxHbiM akTopom
YCTOWYMBOTO PasBUTUS SIBNSIIOTCA MHTErpauMoHHbIe npouecchl U co3gaHune knactepos B AlC. Yctonumnsoe
pa3sutme AMNC Takke HEBO3MOXHO nNpeacTaButb 6€3 NpodunbHbIX, yCNewHo MYHKLMOHUPYIOLINX N KOHKY-
PEHTOCMNOCOOHbIX Hayku 1 o6pa3oBaHus.
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TEOPETUYHI 3ACAOU CTAJIOIO PO3BUTKY
AreonPoaoBOJIbYOI CPEPU

Y cTaTtTi po3rnsAHyTi ICTOPUYHI NepeaymMoBM Ta NPUHLMNM CTanoro po3BUTKY arponpogoBorbyoi cde-
pu. 3aiicHeHO aHani3 eBoOSOUIl KaTeropianbHOro 3MiCTy cTanoro po3sBuTKY. BigsHayeHo, WO OCHOBHOM
iJeonorielo cTanoro po3BUTKY € iHTerpauid i rapmoHi3aLisi ekonoriYyHol, EKOHOMIYHOI Ta couianbHux cdep
cycninbcTBa. Hambinblw BaXnMBMMKU NMPUHLMMNAMW CTanoro po3BUTKY € 30epeXXeHHsI BUCOKOI SIKOCTi HaBKO-
NVWHBOTO CepeaoBuLLa, €KOHOMIYHMIA PO3BMTOK B pamkax OBMeXeHMX pecypciB, BUPILLEHHS couianbHUX
npo6nem. I|HWWMMKM crnoBamu, CTanun PO3BUTOK CYCMINbCTBA MOXIMBWIA TiflbkM B TOMY BUMNAAKY, KOIK
rapmMoHi30BaHi BiHOLIEHHA SIK BCEpeAMHi CyCcninbCTBa, TaK i 3 HABKOMULLHIM cepefoBuemM. AKLEHTOBAHO
yBary Ha TOMy, WO B LIeHTPi KOHUEenuii ctanoro po3BuUTKY 3HaXoaAUTbCA M0AUHA, OCKINbKM BOHA 3 MOro no-
Tpebamn € MeTolo CyCninbHOI AiANbHOCTI, | BOHA TAKOX € OCHOBHUM (hakTOpoM AOCATHEHHS MeTu. [Noka3aHo,
LLIO KOHLeNLisi cTanoro po3BUTKY HOCUTb MiXXOMCUMMMIHAPHWIA XapakTep, ToMY ii cnig posrnsaaTtv B 6baratbox
acnekTax i BMBYaTU 3 pPi3HUX pakypciB. 3pobneHo BUCHOBOK, LLO MOACTBO NOBMHHO MakCMMarnbHO Habnwka-
TV BCi TeXHONOriT Ta iHWi hopMy NPUPOLOKOPUCTYBAHHSA 40 MeXaHiaMy (bOpMyBaHHS CUPOBUHHOIO Ta eHep-
reTM4HOro o6MiHy B MPUPOAHMX eKOCUCTEMaX. Y3arasnbHIOK4M Pi3Hi TEOpIl i TOUYKM 30py Ha CTaniCTb pO3BUT-
Ky, 3pO0OfieHO BUCHOBOK, LLO BOHO XapaKTepuaye 34aTHICTb COLianbHO-EKOHOMIYHOI CUCTEMU MPOTUCTOSITU
BHYTPILLHIM i 30BHiLWIHIM dbakTopamM BMAKUBY | BMiHHA aganTyBaTUCS OO HUX.

BigsHadeHo, WO OOCnigKEeHHS MEeTOZOSIorii CTanoro po3BUTKY Mae Benvke MpPaKTUYHE 3HA4YeHHS,
ocobnueo ans arponpoaoBonbyoi cepm (AMNC). OkpecneHo 6a3oBi nepesarn ctanoro po3suTtky ans AllC.
Lis cdpepa BesanocepenHbO NoB'A3aHa 3 BMKOPMCTaAHHSAM MPUPOAHMX pecypciB Ans 3abesnevyeHHs BnacHOI
BMPOOHMYOI AisinbHOCTI. BU3HaHHA B3a€MO3B'sI3KiB MiXK €KOJIor4HO, EKOHOMIYHOK Ta couiaribHUMK CUcTe-
Mamu € PyHOaMEHTaNnbLHO METOAOMOrYHOK NO3MLIEID, SKka BU3HAYae BUTOKN cTanoro po3sutky AlC. Bax-
nuBUM PaKTOPOM CTasioro po3BUTKY € iHTerpauinHi npouecu i ctBopeHHs knactepie B AlNC. Ctanun po3su-
Tok AlNC TakoX HEeMOXNUBO yABUTU 6e3 NpoinbHUX, YCMIWHO (PYHKUIOHYIOUYNX i KOHKYPEHTOCIPOMOXHMX
HayKu i OCBITH.

KnroyoBi cnoBa: ctanuini po3BMTOK, KOHLIEMLIA CTanoro po3sBuTKy, arponpogosornbya ccepa (AlNC),
NPUHLMNM CTanoro po3BuUTKY, cTpaTeris.
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