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In the XIII-XV centuries medieval Europe has made progress in trade and transition to market
economy, which resulted in the foundation of a number of Venetian and Genoese overseas colo-
nies in the Eastern Mediterranean and the Black Sea area. The stability of Pax Mongolica had a
positive effect on long-distance trade with the Central and Eastern Asia and India. In the XV cen-
tury the goods from the Eastern Europe prevailed over those from the Central and Eastern Asia,
especially the slaves. In exchange the Venetians and the Genoese imported cotton, woolen, and
silk fabrics, raw cotton, rice, soap, glass, ceramics, jewellery and swords. The stabilization in the
region and the rise of trade was a trend running through the first half of the fifteenth century.
The 1430s were the time of the greatest prosperity of the Venetian trade in the Northern Black
Sea during the whole fifteenth century.
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This article is devoted to the commercial significance of the Venetian colony in Tana in
the 1430s. The shaping of early capitalism, its institutions and mechanisms of the ex-
change in the late medieval Mediterranean is evident to most researchers, especially as it
comes to the trade maritime republic of Venice. The Levant and the Black Sea formed a
stable economic unity, which was necessary for Europe both related to imports (textiles
and other goods of European industry), and to exports (mainly raw materials). The East-
ern Mediterranean was also a transit zone connecting Europe with the Central and East-
ern Asia. One of the vividly discussed problems in contemporary historiography is
whether the Venetian and, more generally, Italian Black Sea trade declined in the fifteenth
century chiefly because of the economic or political (i.e. the Ottoman expansion) reasons.
The author’s argument here is that judging from the sources we can see in the 1430s a
steady increase in trade. Previous historiography mainly claimed that the second half of
the fourteenth and the fifteenth century were a period of decline of the Italian long-
distance trade with Central and East Asia, specifically in Tana, and of the regionalization
of trade and shift of the commercial interest towards local products and local exports
(salmon fish, caviar, bread, wax, leather, salt, furs and slaves). At the same time, it is be-
lieved that Genoa adapted to the changes that took place better than Venice and con-
ducted transit trade. Studying the notarial documents, the author examined the range of
goods that were sold in Tana in the 1430s. Regional commodities were significant indeed;
however, apparently, long-distance trade did not decline at all. Repeated mention of silk,
undoubtedly of eastern origin, was a sign of intensive trade; on the other hand, obviously,
European cloth was imported into Tana in an amount that clearly exceeded the needs of
the Italian population of the colony; it means that they were already in demand among
local residents. Further, the amount of incanti and the volume of trade showed a steady
upward trend, and the Black Sea navigation of the Venetian galleys was significant. This
means that the commercial environment gradually became favorable again, and long-
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distance trade regained its positions. Although the Ottoman conquest of Constantinople
put an end to this rise of trade, our data confirms the thesis that in the XIII-XV centuries
the Italian trade in the area was prosperous and it demonstrated the feature of the Euro-
pean capitalism: raw materials from the East in exchange for goods from European in-
dustry.

The relevance of the study of various aspects of the history of the Venetian and Ge-
noese Tana is justified since it shows the allows us to reconstruct the history of interna-
tional political, economic and cultural ties of the Northern Black Sea Region with the Rus-
sian principalities, Western Europe, Byzantium, the Golden Horde, Central Asia and Mid-
dle East. The Venetian and Genoese documentary sources originating from the Black Sea
region are of crucial importance in such a study. The documents of the Venetian Senate
and the notarial deeds drawn up in Tana have long attracted the attention of researchers,
being one of the main sources on the economic, political and social history of the Black
Sea region. A significant part of these sources were not published previously and did not
serve as the subject of a special study, and this once again confirms the relevance of
studying acts of Venetian notaries in Tana.

Moving to an overview of historiography one should say that the interest in the his-
tory of the Italian trading stations has a long tradition, starting with such names as
W. Heyd, F.K. Brun, M. Volkov, M.M. Kovalevsky, V.N. Yurgevich, and L.P.Kolly. The Ro-
manian authors N. Iorga and his successor, G. Bratianu made a great contribution into the
field as well. Further studies by F. Melis and G. Pistarino deepened our knowledge of the
[talian presence in the East. Many important problems were discussed by F. Thiriet and
M. Balard, F.Lane, R.Miiller, Ch.Verlinden, M. Nistazopulu-Pelikidis and M. Martin, as
well as by S.P.Karpov, A.L.Ponomarev, A.A.Talyzina, N.D.Prokofieva. Still, there is
enough room left for current research, analysis and comprehensive study of documen-
tary sources.

The main aim of this article is to figure out the commercial significance of the Venetian
Tana in the 1430s and to answer the question whether the effects of the general crisis of
the fourteenth century lasted into the fifteenth century resulting in a decline of the long-
distance commercial activity and the so-called ‘regionalization’ of trade.

By the mid-thirteenth century medieval Europe has made some progress in the adop-
tion of the republican system, expansion of trade and transition to market economy. In
the XIV-XV centuries the European trade with the East via the Black Sea area expanded; it
was indeed the époque of the development of new trade routes and the emergence of the
[talian overseas colonies. The stability established by the Mongol conquest had a positive
effect on long-distance trade. Although Genoa began colonizing the area before, its main
competitor, Venice, came to the region and founded trading stations in Tana and Tre-
bizond. In this long-distance trade with the Central and Eastern Asia and India, the profit
was formed due to the difference between production costs in different regions!. The
range of exported goods was quite broad, although in the XV century the goods from the
Eastern Europe prevailed over those from the Central and Eastern Asia, especially the
slaves, which were exported from the area since the times of the Bosporan Kingdom?. In

1 Kapnos C.II. UTanbsinckue Mopckue pecny6yauku u 0xHoe [IpuuepHoMopbe B XIII-XV BB. [Ipo6ieMbl
ToprosJiv. MockBa, 1990. C. 210.

2y3y08B 10.A. K Bonpocy 06 utanbsiHckod kosioHusauuu CeBepo-3anagHoro KaBkasa B XIII-XVBB. //
[IpuyepHomopsbe, KpbiM, Pych B nctopuu u KysabType. MaTtepuassl 1l Cyfakckod MexxAyHapoJHOH Ha-
y4yHo! KoH$epeH U (12-16 cenTabpsa 2004 r.). Yacts 1. Kues; Cygak, 2004. C. 218-219.
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exchange the Venetians and the Genoese imported cotton, woollen, and silk fabrics, raw
cotton, rice, soap, glass, ceramics, jewellery and swords. All trade in the region was under
strict control of the administration of the trading station3, and all the foreign policy of the
[talian maritime republics in relation to the Eastern countries was mainly to provide the
most favourable trade regime and the regime of taxes, tolls and duties*. For example, in
the policy of Venice towards Byzantium one can identify several areas designed to pro-
vide fiscal benefits for its citizens. First, it is a struggle for the reduction or abolition of
tolls and duties, chiefly commerchium. The Venetians failed to achieve a complete aboli-
tion of this tax, but managed to reduce its initial rate by almost half, to 2%. The second is
a claim for damages arising from an arbitrary tax increase or a claim for the return of
property confiscated for non-payment of taxes. The third direction is the desire to pre-
vent the abuse of merchants. Finally, the fourth area is unification of measures for tax col-
lection. Thus, the policy of Venice towards the Byzantine Empire mainly was meant to
extend the privileges, to guarantee the safety of traffic, and to obtain reparations and
compensations. The Tatars usually charged the lowest fee from the Genoese; the Vene-
tians paid a higher commerchiums. In general, the Italian merchants settled in the North-
ern Black Sea region largely due to the fact that the khans of the Golden Horde were well
aware of the importance of the international trade in their territory and realized the pos-
sible profits from trade for their treasurys®.

The Venetian trade in Tana often went through hard times and almost constantly
faced certain difficulties. First of all, they had a competitor on their way, namely the Ge-
noese, who settled in the Azov sea region in Tana and other settlements on the Azov coast
of the North-West Caucasus?. Only in 1332 the Venetians managed to legally formalize
their trading station in the embouchure of the River Don under the treaty forged with the
Oz Beg Khans. Following this treaty Tana became, alongside with Caffa, Trebizond and
Soldaia, the crossroads of naval and landed routes from West to East in the XIV-XV centu-
ries®. However, the conflicts of the mid-fourteenth century combined with a pandemic of
plague, the war between Venice and Genoa (1340-1355), the civil wars in the Byzantine
Empire (1341-1355) and in the Empire of Trebizond (1340-1355), the disintegration of
the Ilkhanate and of the Golden Horde (the so-called ‘Velikaya Zamyatnya’) and the gen-
eral crisis of the mid-fourteenth century greatly reduced the reliability and security of the
long-distance trade in the course of the second half of the fourteenth century!® and af-
fected the economy of the Italian maritime trade republics. Consequently, the main trade
routes to Levant, Central Asia and China were paralyzed, and the entire system of inter-
national trade between the West and the East was disrupted!!. In the 1370s and later on,

3 ]bid. C. 218-219.

4 Kapnos C.I1. UTanbssHCKHe MOpCcKUe pecny6uKd... C. 312.

5 Kapnos C.II. BeHenjpaHcko-Tpane3yHAcKUd KOHOIUKT 1374-1376 rr. 1 HeM3BeCTHBIM MUPHBIA JJOTO-
Bop 1376 1. // BusanTtuiickuii BpemeHHuK. T. 39. Mocksa, 1978. C. 110.

6 CkpknHckas E.Y. Benenuanckuii mocos1 B 3os0Toi Opge (o Haarpo6uio fAxono KopHnapo, 1362r1.) //
BusanTuiickuii BpemeHHUK. T. 35. MockBa, 1973. C. 110.

7 ¥3n0B 10.A. K Bonpocy 06 uTa/ibsiHCKOH KOJIOHU3aLUH... C. 214.

8 Kaprios C.I1. /lokyMeHTBI 110 UCTOPUM BeHenaHCKoH pakTopru Tana Bo BTopoi nosoBune XIV B. //
[IpuyepHOMOpBe B cpesHue Beka / [lox pen. C.IN. Kapnosa. Bein. 1. MockBa, 1991. C. 191.

9 Kaprnios C.I1. OT TaHbl B YpreH4 - 3TH TpyAHble fopord CpenHeBekoBbsi // CpeaHue Beka. Brim. 61.
Mockaa, 2000. C. 218.

10 CkprkuHckas E.Y. Benenuanckuii nocos B 3os1otoit Opze... C. 111.

11 Kapnos C.II. Kpusuc cepenunsbl XIV B.: HefloolleHeHHbIH noBopoT? // BusanTua mexay 3amafioM U
BocTtokom. OnbIT ucTopuveckoil xapaktepuctuku / OTB. pen. akaf,. I'.I. JlutaBpun. CaukT-IleTep6ypr,
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the profitability of the Italian trade with the East was decreasing!2. However the decrease
in trade in the commodities coming from the Central and Eastern Asia was paralleled by
an increase in the share of commodities from Eastern Europe!3 - grain, wax, fish etc.
There were a number of factors that impeded the Italian trade through Tana. After all, the
Venetians had to compete with the Genoese; and yet, despite all difficulties, we have evi-
dence of the intensive Venetian trade in the Black Sea region.

Because of the crisis of the mid-fourteenth century and other outbreaks of instability,
in the early fifteenth century the security of the trade routes was no longer guaranteed as
much as in the early fourteenth century;4 and still in the fifteenth century there was a
new rise of Venetian and Genoese trade. After a significant decline, the commercial activ-
ity in the trading stations in the Northern Black Sea region increased again and the con-
sequences of the crisis of the mid-fourteenth century were gradually overcome both in
Europe and in the Black Sea colonies. In general, by the fifteenth century most European
countries finished the transition to monetary rent and sharply expanded their domestic
markets due to the involvement of peasant economy in the market exchanges. Stable
economic relations now linked previously isolated economic regions of the Northern
Europe and the Mediterranean. In the XIV-XV centuries the representatives of trade and
banking dynasties and companies from Florence, Genoa, Venice, Lucca and other cities of
Italy have created a strong and extensive network of its branches, offices and trading
posts in most European countries!5. The XV century is characterized by the general
growth in trade turnover, increase in the size of transactions, the emergence of the differ-
ent types of shopping and banking companies instead of the old merchant guilds or
alongside with them. Mass consumer goods, in particular grain (traditionally exported
from the Northern Black Sea region since classical antiquity), began to occupy an increas-
ingly important place in the structure of tradelé. In the late XIV - early XV century Ve-
netian trade reached peak!?. During this period, the role of the long-distance trade with
China and Central Asia decreased; however, at the same time the Venetians were actively
exploiting the two vital trade routes - the route of the galleys of Romania and the route of
the galleys of Flanders. The trade of the Venetians with Flanders is reflected in the deed
drawn in Tana. Thus, according to the will of Michele de Matteo de Suazio from Tana, his
heirs should have received thirty one ducats from Pantaleone di Dulcigno, which he bor-
rowed from Michele de Matteo in order to sail to Flanders!8. The budget of the Republic
of St. Mark suffered from the crisis of the mid-fourteenth century less than the budgets of
most European monarchies. According to Fernand Braudel, the total income of the Ve-
netian Republic equalled about 1.615 million ducats per year in 1423, by the time of the
death of Doge Tommaso Mocenigo; this means that Venice was the absolute leader
among the European states in terms of annual income. Its funds invested in trade each

1999. C. 220-238. Kapnos C.I. Kpusuc Taubl 1343 r. B cBeTe HOBBIX UCTOYHUKOB. // BusaHTHHCKUI
BpeMeHHHK. T. 55 (4. 1). MockBa, 1994. C. 121.

12 Kapnos C.I1. BeHenmaHcko-Tpane3yHAcKUd KoHGIUKT 1374-1376 rr.... C. 103.

13 Tanpi3uHa A.A. BeHennanckuii Hotapui B Tane Kpuctodopo Punno (1411-1413) // [IpuyepHOMOpbe
B cpesnue Beka / [log pex. C.I1. Kapnosa. Beim. 4. CI16., 2000. C. 28-29.

14 Kapnos C.II. Ot Tansbl B Yprenuy... C. 222.

15Yucro3BonoB A.H. WUtanbsiHckass ¥ HuAepsiaHAcKas 3KOHOMHUKa U ToproBisg // CpeigHue Beka.
Boin. 41. MockBa, 1977. C. 45.

16 Ibid. C. 39.

17 Ibid. C. 45.

18 Cm.: Archivio di Stato di Venezia. Notarili Testamenti. Busta 750 (ASV. NT. Busta 750). f. 23r.
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year equalled 10 million ducats.

With regard to the importance of Tana in the system of the Venetian economy during
this period, the sources related to the Venetian expeditions of galleys of Tana allow as-
sessment of the trade volume?°. Federico Melis thought that Tana was one of the seven
main angles of the «world economy» in the late Middle Ages (Bruges - London - Lisbon -
Fez — Damascus — Azov - Venice)20. As the Venetian commercial interests shifted more
and more towards trade mediation between Asia Minor and Western Europe, the impor-
tance of the naval ways increased?l. The Republic of Venice established and sought to
maintain regular communication with the distant ports of the Black Sea area22, and for
many years Tana (Azov) has been the most important trading point between Europe and
Asia, and besides that a rich fish market. The reduction in the volume of trade with the
Eastern Asia did not result in its extinction. Tana remained gates to Astrakhan, Sarai, Cen-
tral and Central Asia, connecting the Black Sea with the Volga region. The way from Tana
to Astrakhan took from twelve (on camels) to twenty five (on oxen) days. From Astra-
khan there was a way to Khanbaliq (Beijing) through Sarai, Urgench, Otrar and Almalig.
Sometimes merchants had to spend the winter in Tana or Astrakhan, if the ice prevented
them from moving along the rivers. All the way from Tana to China lasted 284 days?3. The
Black Sea ports also received valuable commodities from India and China24.

The role of Tana for Venice and Genoa was not the same. For the Genoese Tana was
just a transit point of goods among the River Don valley, Astrakhan, Caffa and Genoa. De-
spite the remoteness of this port and the closure of navigation in the winter months, it
attracted merchants and seafarers. Tana hosted an annual summer fair that attracted
caravans from the Volga and the Transcaspian area, from Indian and China25. However,
while Genoa had in the Black Sea basin a network of colonies with an administrative cen-
ter in Caffa26, Venice had in the Black Sea region only two trading stations, those in Tre-
bizond and Tana, which encouraged the Venetians to hold on to them?’. Venice sought to
preserve the Tana by all means, even in those years when it had to suffer obvious finan-
cial losses28. Sending the galleys of Tana was also a matter of prestige for the Venetian
Republic, which used even the extreme measures under unfavorable conditions so as not
to stop navigation?9, since game was worth the candle: despite all the political hardships,
in the fifteenth century there has been a significant growth of trade.

19 Kapnos C.II. IlyTsAMU cpeZHeBEKOBBIX MOpeXoJoB: YepHoMopckass HaBurauus BeHernuaHckod Pec-
ny6uiuku B XI1I-XV BB. MockBa, 1994. C. 124-134.

20 Melis F. La civilta economica nelle sue explicazioni dalla Versilia alla Maremma (secoli X-XVII) // Atti
del 600 Congresso internazionale della «Dante Alighieri», P. 21.

21 Bopo6beBa W.I. BeHenunaHckasi pecry6snka U orociaaBsHckve 3eMad B XV-XVII Bekax. Kanunuh,
1987.C. 9.

22 Kapnos C.II. [TopTs! [lesionoHHeca B cucTeMe TOProBOM HaBUTAIlMK BEeHELIUAaHCKHUX TOPTOBBIX rajied B
YepHom mope (XIV-XV BB.) // Cpeznnue Beka. Boin. 59. MockBa, 1997. C. 49.

23 Kapnos C.II. Ot Tansbl B Yprenuy... C. 220.

24 Y3108 10.A. K Bonpocy 06 UTabsiHCKOH KOoJIOHHU3aluu ... C. 215.

25 Kosunu JLII. Xamxu-T'upelt xaH U ero nojutyka (o reHy33cKMM UCTOYHHKAM). B3ryisg Ha mosuTuye-
ckue cHoweHUst Kad ol c TaTapamu B XV Beke // UTYAK. Ne 50 (rox ABaguaTh mectoi). CumMmdepoross,
1913.C. 106.

26 KapnoB C.I1. /lokyMeHTbI 10 UCTOpUU BeHeliuaHCKOH pakTopuu TaHa... C. 191-192.

27 Ibid. C. 191-192; Y3508 10.A. K Bonpocy 06 uTaJbsiHCKOH KoJI0HM3aLUH... C. 191-192.

28 Kapnos C.II. I'peku u aTuHsIHe B BeHeruaHckou TaHe (cepenuHa X1V - cepeauna XV BB.) // [Ipuuep-
HoMopbe B cpesinue Beka / [lox pen. C.I1. Kapniosa. Bein. 7. MockBa; CI16., 2009. C. 166.

29 KiiumaHoB JI.I. O6peTeHue BeHenuet Mops: npaBo, MOJUTHKA, CMHMBOJIbI // [IpuuepHOMOpBE B cpef-
Hue Beka / [lox pen. C.I1. Kapnosa. Beimn. 3. CI16., 1998. C. 170.
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The range of commodities traded through Tana in the space linking Europe with Sarai,
Astrakhan and Asia up to China was quite broad: silk, spices, fur, salmon, caviar, bread,
wax, fur, textiles and, in particular, slaves3?. Generally, the trade profit was generated due
to the difference in prices of goods in different regions. For example, the difference in
prices on textiles between the ports of the Black Sea and Italy was the most significant: in
the mid-fifteenth century it varied from from 83 to 150%, which is much higher than in
the XIII century, while the difference among the black sea ports was small, not exceeding
about 15%?31. It is now common knowledge that, despite the degradation of the Byzantine
imperial court and in spite of the extreme impoverishment of the urban population of
Constantinople, the markets of the capital of Byzantium were still attractive and the Black
Sea direction of trade did not lose its value in international trade for foreign merchants32.

The commercial significance of Constantinople and Pera33 in this era was due to sev-
eral reasons:

a) the key location of the city at the junction of old established trade routes coming
from the Black Sea, from East and West;

b) the role of Constantinople as a place of international trade, a transit point for such
commodities as Tana wax, leather, furs, slaves, copper, exported from this region to Syria,
Egypt, and Western Mediterranean;

c) the privileged position of Western merchants in Constantinople (the Venetians and
the Genoese did not pay any duties and tolls, and the Florentines, Anconetani and the
Catalans paid only 2% of the value of goods3+.

The turnover of the Venetian trade with Constantinople (and therefore to a large ex-
tent with the Northern Black Sea coast) was, according to the auctions of the galleys of
Tana and the books of accounts, about at least 1 million yperpyra per year, and the differ-
ence in the prices of goods exported from the Black Sea region between Constantinople
and Venice was in the 1430s - 1440s, according to Giacomo Badoer, less than the differ-
ence in the price of goods of Oriental origin35. The Italians significantly increased the
turnover of trade and reduced the trading costs. Goods could be purchased in Tana and
then resold in Constantinople to the merchants who exported them to the West. The
multi-level trade turnover, of course, affected the prices. Although Venetian trade was
impeded by the constant rivalry with the Genoese, who tried to deprive the Venetians of
access to the Sea of Azov, as well as it was impeded by the constant threat of the Tatar
invasion, it was never completely interrupted. The Tatar attacks on Tana in 1410 and
1418 seemed to undermine the economy of the trading station just for a short while, but
the city was rebuilt each time. Venice still constantly sent the galleys of Tana36. Moreover,
in the fifteenth century the conflicts of Venice and Genoa no longer resulted in large-scale
wars between these trade republics, but rather resembled the diplomatic game of the

30 KapnoB C.I1. /lokyMeHTBI 10 UCTOPUH BeHellMaHCKOH ¢akTopun TaHa... C. 192-194; Y308 10.A. K Bo-
npocy 06 UTAJbSIHCKON KOJIOHHU3alUU... C. 192-194.

31 Kapnos C.II. UTanbsiHCKME MOpcKUe pecny6/uK... C. 216.

32 [IlutukoB M.M. KoHCTaHTHHONOJIb ¥ BeHEI[HaHCKasl TOProBJis B NepBo nosioBuHe XV B. 10 JJAHHBIM
KHUTHU cueToB [pkakomo basioapa // Busantuiickuii BpemeHHuK. T. 30. MockBa, 1969. C. 49.

33 Oikonomides N. Hommes d’affaires grecs et latins a Constantinople (XIlle - XVe siecles). Montreal;
Paris, 1979.

34 Heyd W. Histoire du commerce du Levant au Moyen age. Leipzig, 1885. T. 2. P. 258-259.

35 [llutukoB M.M. KoHCTaHTHHOIOJIb U BeHeljuaHCcKasi Toprosis... C. 50.

36 KiiumaHoB JI.I. O6peTeHue BeHenueit Mops: npaBo, MOJUTHKA, CKHMBOJIBI // [IpuuepHOMOpBE B cpef-
Hue Beka / [lox pen. C.I1. Kapnosa. Beimn. 3. CI16., 1998. C. 170.
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republics with the use of their allies — the Tatars of Crimea and the Principality of Theo-
doro, and Venetians won more often than lost in this game in the 1430s, which increased
the safety of their own positions in the Northern Black Sea region.

Normally, the expensive and light goods like spices, cloth, silk, jewellery, fur, etc. were
transported on galleys, while the heavier and cheaper goods like grain, salt, wine, oil,
slaves were mainly transported on private ‘round’ ships3’. So one should conclude that
the 1430s were a period of the rise of European trade with the Black Sea area and the
growth of regional trade. It is only after 1453, and due to the political rather than to eco-
nomic reasons, that this navigation from Venice to Constantinople, Trebizond and Tana
was interrupted; it resumed only in 1479, already on the new grounds, however, in the
interim the galleys were send only seven times38.

The mechanism of the influence of the commercial activities of the Venetian and Ge-
noese merchants on the economy and social structure of the Byzantine cities is not fully
studied3?. Greeks, Armenians and Jews are sometimes mentioned in the notarial deeds;
apparently, the Greeks occupy a significant niche in trade, but still the main role belonged
to the Venetians and Genoese. However, the thesis of Michel Balard that the Greeks as
well as other Oriental groups of population were completely outplaced in the interna-
tional trade by the Italians%® provoked reasonable doubt and was rejected by
S.P. Karpov“!. As the data of the notarial deeds confirms, the Italian trade did not result in
the extinction of the local businessmen, but rather but sought to cooperate with them as
with junior partners42,

Undoubtedly, with the growing instability on the Eurasian routes some reorientation
to local exports took place in Tana“3. However, it was pointed out that the shift in the
commodities by no means equals the ‘regionalization’ of commerce or the decline of the
long-distance trade, but rather a change in directions#4. In the fifteenth century the fish
and caviar trade was of particular importance, as well as the slave trade. On the other
hand, traditional Asian commodities (spices, silk, gems) at the time were of minor impor-
tance; it is unlikely, however, that they disappeared completely. In the deeds drawn in the
1430s, silk remained one of the main articles of trade and we should not underestimate
its importance. Thus, the decision of the Venetian Senate related to the equipment of the
galleys of Romania (and therefore Tana) dated May 28, 1434 mentions spices, wax, silk
for export to Venice and Constantinople, as well as dyes for textiles45. Thus, the relations
with the Volga region and the Central Asia did not disappear. Moreover, slave trade was
quite vivid. Constantinople, Trebizond and Caffa were the most stable trade partners of

37 Kapnos C.I1. BeHenimaHcku# 1okyMeHT XV B. 0 TOproBoil HaBuranuu B Bocrounom CpesiizeMHOMOpbe
// BusanTuiickuit BpemeHHUK. T. 52. MockBa, 1991. C. 255-260.

38 [llutTrkoB M.M. KoHCTaHTHMHONOJIb U BeHellMaHCKas TOProsJid... C. 49.

39 KapnoB C.II. UTanbsincKkas ToprosJist B Tpane3yH/ie U ee BO3/eiCTBYe HAa 3KOHOMHUKY I103HEBU3aH-
TUHCKoro ropojia // Busantuiickuit BpemeHHUK. T. 44. MockBa, 1983. C. 81.

40 Balard M. La Romanie Génoise (XIle - début du XVe siecle), I-1I. Rome; Genova, 1978. P. 338.

41 Kapmos C.II. [Per. Ha:] M. Balard. La Romanie Génoise (XIle - début du XVe siecle), I-Il. Rome; Genova,
1978 // BusanTuiickuii BpeMeHHUK. T. 44. MockBa, 1983. C. 215.

42 Kapnos C.I1. UTanbaHckas Toprosad B TpanesyHze... C. 86.

43 ]bid. C. 82.

44 Khvalkov E.A. A Regionalization or Long-Distance Trade? Transformations and Shifts in the Role of
Tana in the Black Sea Trade in the First Half of the Fifteenth Century // European Review of History:
Revue européenne d’histoire. 2016. 23:3. P. 508-525.

45 Archivio di Stato di Venezia. Senato, Misti, reg. 59, ff. 52-53.
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Tana based on the material of the notarial deeds of the 1430s;46 at the same time these
sources do not mention such previously important areas as Astrakhan, Samarkand, and
Urgench. Some authors believe that this change in the structure of the Venetian trade and
shift to local commodities reflected the general trend of Italian trade in the Black Sea re-
gion; the Venetian trade interests increasingly focused on the redistribution of goods
originating from the surrounding areas*’, which was meticulously supervised by the Ve-
netian Senate, which regulated the rules of freight#s.

The stabilization in the region and the rise of trade was a trend running through the
first half of the fifteenth century. From 1405 to 1450, the amount paid on the auction by
the Venetian merchants to equip the galleys of Tana equaled 24% of the whole volume of
the Levantine galleys trade;* in the 1436-1439 the share of Tana in the Levantine galleys
trade was 38%. Thus, the share of Constantinople (and, hence, the Black Sea) in the
Levantine trade of Venice varied from quarter to more than a third of the volume of the
Levantine trade50. The amounts of incanti and trade volume were high5t. These figures
decreased sharply during the years of military turmoil and increased during the rise of
trade with the Levant. The size of the sums paid on the auction can serve as an indicator
of the vitality of trade relations52. Thus, based on these figures (especially for the 1436-
1439), we can infer that the 1430s were the time of the greatest prosperity of the Ve-
netian trade in the Northern Black Sea during the whole fifteenth century.
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ToproBeibHe 3Ha4YeHHs BeHeniaHCbKOI Tanu y 1430-x pokax

Y XIII-XV cT. cepegHboBiyHa EBpola AOMOrJIacd NeBHUX YCIIXiB Y TOPriBJi Ta nepexoji 10
PUHKOBOI €KOHOMIKHY, 1110 NPHU3BeJIO O CTBOPEHHS HU3KH BEHELJaHCbKUX i TeHye3bKUX 3a-
MOpPCbKUX KOJIOHIM y CxizHomy Cepensemuomop’i Ta [lpudopHomop’i. CtabinpHicTe Pax
Mongolica no3uTHBHO NMO3HaYMJIACHd Ha TOPTiBJI Ha AaJeki BifcTani 3 LlenTpasbHoo Ta Cxif-
How Asier U [Hzi€er0. 'eHyq mo4aTKy KOJIOHI3yBaTH Liel perioH paHiue, Hix 1i FOJIOBHUIM KOH-
KypeHT - BeHenis. BeHenjianni 3acHyBa/iM y ibOMy perioHi cBoi KoJioHil B TaHi i Tpanesynzi.

Y XVcr. ToBapu 3i CxigHoi EBpomnu (0co6/MBO pabu) mepeBakaJld HaJl TOBapaMU 3
LenTpanbHoi Ta CxifHoi A3ii. HaToMmicTe BeHenjaHIi Ta reHyesni iMonopTyBaJjau A0 perioHy
TKaHWHH, PUC, MUJIO, CKJIO, KEPaMIiKYy, I0BeslipHi BUpo6U Ta 36poro.

Bcs 30BHiIIHA MOJIiTUKA iTAJMIHCBKUX MOPCBKUX pecny6JIiK, M0 BiJHOIIEHHIO [0 CXiJHUX
KpaiH, B OCHOBHOMY MOJIsITaja ¥ TOMY, 1106 326€3MeYUTH HAaWOiJbIl CHPUSITIANBUA pPEXKUM
TOpPriBji ¥ OMOJATKYBaHHS: CKOPOTHUTH ab0 CKAacyBaTH KOMMEPKiH, 3amobirTu 3/10BXKHUBaH-
HSIM y TOpPriBJIi, yHiQiIKyBaTH cTaHAAPTH 360Py NOAATKIB, PO3IIUPUTHU MPUBIiJIE], rapaHTyBaTH
6e3neKy nepeMilleHHs, a TAKOXX OTPUMATH KOMIeHcali. ITasiichki Ky BaalITyBaaucs y
[liBHiyHOMY [IpryOpHOMOP’], OCKI/IBKM TaTapCbKi XaHU J06pe PO3yMisv BaXK/JIUBICTh MiXHa-
poaHoi TopriBJii Ha CBOiN TepUTOPIi Ta MOKJIUBICTb NPUOYTKIB Bif TOPriBii.

Y nepuwiéi mosoBuHi XV cT. Masu Micne crabinisanisi y perioHi Ta 3pocTaHHSI TOpTiBJI.
Posmipu incanti i 06csar Toprisui 6yJiu Bucoki. Lli 06¢csiru pi3ko ckopodyBasucs Y POKH BiltHU
Ta 36i/bIININCSA Y lepiof miAioMy ToprisJi 3 J/leBanToM. Po3Mip cyM, BuIJlayyBaHUX HA ayK-
L[iOHI, MOXe CJYXKWUTH IHAMKATOPOM >XUTTE3JATHOCTI TOProBUX BiAHOCUH. TaKUM 4YHUHOM,
I'PYHTYIOYHCh Ha nuX nudpax (oco6amBo 3a 1436-1439 pp.), MoKHA 3pOOUTH BUCHOBOK, 1110
1430-i poky, iMOBiIpHO, 6y/IM YacOM HaMGi/JbIIOrO MPOLBITAHHS BEHEIiaHChKOI TOPriBJi y
[liBHiunoMy [IpudopHOMOpP'T mpoTsiroM Bcboro XV cT.

Kirouyogi cioBa: Beneniq, 'enys, kosonii, Tana, YopHOMOpPCbKUI perioH, pUHOK, MiXKHa-
poAHa TopriBJA
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