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ABSTRACT

The purpose of the research paper is to introduce the materials of mound 1 near
the village of Malynivtsi in the Middle Dniester region to scientific circulation. It is
crucial to characterize its funeral rites, as well as to attribute the inventory complex.
Burials are included in the list of synchronous antiquities of the region. The social
attribution of the persons buried there is conducted.

The scientific novelty of the work is in the general characteristic of the Early Iron
Age complex from Podillia. Since its unique characteristic is the presence of both pre-
Scythian and Scythian features in the rites, Malynivtsi burial complex is an important
source for studying the evolution of the Early Scythian funeral rites in the Middle
Dniester region, because most of the burial mounds in the region are associated with
the somewhat later Kelermesskaia period.

Conclusions. Mound 1 near Malynivtsi contained several burials performed
according to both inhumation and cremation rites. Analogies to them can be found in
the Middle Dniester region and they are associated with both pre-Scythian and
Scythian times. The pre-Scythian features include the presence of a group of graves
under one mound, burial in a cist, group burials are more common, and the peculiar
positioning of the dead in one tomb with their heads in different directions. The
northwestern orientation of bodies also prevails in the pre-Scythian period and could
be found in most necropolises of that time. At the same time, a number of features
already have parallels in the Scythian times: the topography of the necropolis on the
watershed, and the burning down of the wooden constructions of the tomb. The
inventory complex contains mainly handmade pottery. Tulip-shaped vessels are
characteristic of the pre-Scythian period. Pots with a roller on the rim and body, or
only on the rim, existed both in the pre-Scythian and Scythian times. However, the
first type is not yet known among the burials of the Western Podillia group of the
Scythian period. Thus, according to the combination of features of the funeral rite and
inventory, Mound 1 near the village of Malynivtsi can be attributed to the turn of the
Pre-Scythian and Scythian periods.
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AHoTALIA

Memoro cmammi € BBeJjeHHSI [0 HAYKOBOro o0iry MarepiasiB KypraHy 1 6ins
c. ManuniBui Ha CepegHboMy /JlHicTpi. Ba/MBHMM € XapaKTepUCTHKa HOro MOXOBaJIbHOI
00psAZ0BOCTI, a TAaKOX aTpUOYLisi iHBEHTApHOTrO KOMIUIEKCY. 3aXOPOHEHHS BBOASATBHCS [0
KOJIa CHHXPOHHHUX CTapOXKXUTHOCTEH perioHy. [IpoBoAMTHCSA colliasibHa aTPUOYIis TOXOBAaHUX
TYT OCib.

Haykoea Ho8u3Ha poOGOTH TOJIATAE Y 3arajbHid XapaKTEPUCTUI KOMILJIEKCY 06U
paHHbOroO 3ajiza 3 Iloainna. OcKiJIBKY yHIKaJbHOI MOr0 XapaKTEpPHUCTHUKOIO € HAasABHICTb B
00PAMOBOCTI K mepeAcKiPpchbKUX, TaK i CKiQCbKUX pHC, TO MasMHIBEIbKUH MOXOBaJIbHUU
KOMILJIEKC € BRXKJIMBHUM JPKEpPeJIOM /IJisi BUBUYEHHS CTAaHOBJIEHHS MOXOBAaJIbHOI 0OGPSAI0BOCTI
panHbocKipcbkoro 4dacy Ha Cepenupomy /JHicTpi, afpke 6ijnbluicTh KypraHiB perioHy
BIITHOCUTBCA [0 Jelll0 [Ii3HILIOro KeJiepMeCcbKoro mnepioay.

BucHnoeku. Kypran 1 no6au3y MaJvHIBIiB MICTUB JAeKisibKa NMOXOBaHb, 3[iHCHEHHUX 3a
[lopnicTpoBi sk y pockidcbkui, Tak i B ckipcbkuil vac. [lo mepeackibcbKuxX MOXHA
3apaxyBaTH TaKi 03HAKH, AK HAABHICTb LiJIOI FPyNIA MOTWUJI I1iJj ONHUM HACHUIIOM, 3aXOPOHEHHA
B KaM'SIHOMY SIIMKY, YacTillle TPamJsIOTbCS IPYHOBi 3aXOPOHEHHS, XapaKTepHe MOKJIaJaHHA
HebGDKYMKIB B O/IHIN rpoOHULI rosioBaMu B pi3Hi 60ku. [liBHiYHO-3aXiZiHe OpieHTYBaHHSA Tij
TEX IepeBaXXae B JOCKiQCbKy [A00y Ta BifjoMe y GiJbIIOCTI TOro4yacHHWX HEKPOIOJIIB.
BogHo4vac HU3Ka 03HAK 3HAXOAUTb Mapasiesi Bxke y cKipcbkud vac: Tonorpadis HeKpomoss
Ha BOJOJI, CrHaJeHHs JepeB’sIHUX KOHCTPYKLid TrpoOHULi. [HBEHTapHUN KOMILIEKC
CKJIAZIAETBCSI NEePEBAXKHO 3 JINMHOro mnocyay. TroosbnaHonoAi6HI MOCYAWHU XapaKTepHi AJ1s
nepefckidcpkoi 10o6u. 'OpIIMKY 3 BaJIMKaMM IO BIiHIIO Ta KOPIyCy, Yd Ti/JIbKH 10 BEPXY,
icHyBasin ¥ y nepefckipcbkuil i B ckibcpkuii yac. OHaK MepIIU THI NOKU 110 HEBiZoMUH
cepej, MoxoBaHb 3axiHOMOAIIBCHKOI rpynu cKipcbkoi emoxu. OTKe, 3a CYKYMHICTIO O3HAK
MIOXOBAJIbHOTO 06psiAy ¥ iHBeHTapio KypraH 1 6iss c. ManvHiBLi Moxe OyTH BiJHECEHUH 0
py6exy nepeackidcpkoi Ta ckipcbKoi ernox.

Kamou4osi cao0ea: kypras, moxXoBaHHs, JOCKiQCbKHH Yac, CKidcbKUM nepios, JimHUM nocy

INTRODUCTION

The advent of the Scythian period in the Northern Black Sea region, and the
emergence of a wave of nomads in the steppes had a substantial influence on the
cultural genesis of the population of southern Eastern Europe forest-steppe zone.
That was manifested primarily in the spread of advanced for that time weapons and
horse trappings in the region. Transformations also occurred in the funeral rite of the
native population. This is fully illustrated with the materials of the Scythian period
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from the Middle Dniester region where researchers have singled out the Western
Podillia group of sites. One of the burial complexes, which illustrates those changes,

OABHA ICTOPIA
was studied by Kamianets-Podilskyi State University expedition in 2003.
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Fig. 1. Malynivtsi, mound 1, plan. 1 - turf layer; 2 - stones; 3 - burnt stone and soil; 4 - pits;
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RESULTS

The mounds near the village of Malynivtsi, Kamianets-Podilskyi raion,
Khmelnytska oblast were located south of the village on a plateau that had a slope to
the Dniester river, on the bank of which ancient settlements were found, whose
inhabitants could have used the necropolis!. A total of 4 mounds were excavated
there.

Mound 1, located 0.5 km from the southwestern outskirts of the village and 0.6 km
from the river, is of particular interest. It was 0.5 m high with a diameter of 15 m. The
mound was made of earth and stones that protruded from the ground. During
clearing and surveying the ground of the top layer, stones protruded everywhere,
covering an oval area of 12x13 m with a layer of up to 0.3-0.4 m. Small stones (up to
2-3 kg) prevailed, but there were also bigger ones. When the clearing of the stone
layer was completed, it turned out that it did not completely cover the mound.
Between the accumulation of stones in the center of the mound and on its periphery,
there was a gap in the form of a stone-free ring (except unit 6-/1) 0.4-0.9 m wide
(fig. 1), which seemed to separate the sides of the mound from its center.

In the mounds of the Scythian period studied in Podillia in previous years, in the
place where the specified stone-free zone was found in the first Malynivtsi mound, as
a rule, large stones were located, which were a kind of foundation of the structure
and surrounded the central part with a vault. In the central part, the remains of
burned-out wooden constructions were found, from which two strips of burned soil
and stones with interspersed ash and embers remained. Those strips were 2.15m
apart and ran parallel to the walls of the primary burial, with which, probably, they
formed one complex and stretched in the direction northwest — southeast. They were
about 4 m long, 0.4 to 1.2 m wide, and 0.1 to 0.15 m thick. In general, the strips
limited the square space around the primary burial with dimensions of about 4x4 m.
There is no doubt that the indicated burned-out strips were the remains of some
wooden structural parts, like a wall. It was not yet the classic wooden column tomb of
the Early Scythian period with characteristic wooden structures burned out during
the burial ceremony. But there could already be its ancestral form. The mound
contained 4 burials: the primary one (No. 1), the cenotaph (No. 2) on the western side
of the main tomb, Nos. 3 and 4 on the northern periphery.

Burial 1 was made under the center of the mound at the level of the ancient
horizon, in a small rectangular cist with walls formed using the slabs (fig. 2). There
were traces of the aforementioned burned-down wooden construction all around the
area of 4x4 m. External dimensions of the cist were 2.1x1.05 m, internal - 2.1x0.7 m.
It is oriented with a long axis from northwest to southeast. The longer walls were
formed with specially selected oblong stones of regular shapes. They were placed in
parallel to the burned stripes at a distance of 0.8 m from them. The narrower walls
had no such a frame.

There were remains of two people’s skeletons: a man of the age 35-40 and a
woman of the age 20-25 in that specific cist. They were placed together in a crouched
position, with their heads northwest. The anatomical integrity of the skeletons was
violated but nevertheless, analyzes showed that the man was buried the first and

1 Cmapenvkuii 1.0, Jlesinzou €.10. Po3Biaku Ha CepennbomMy JHicTpi 2009-2019 pp. Apxeosio2is i dasHs
icmopia Ykpainu. 2020. Ne 4. C. 219.
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Fig. 2. Burial 1, plan: 1 - stones; 2 - bones; 3 - mainland.
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Fig. 3. Finds from burials 1 (1-3) and 2 (4): 1, 3, 4 - ceramics; 2 - stone.

after some time, the woman’s body was buried there, too. Bones were in bad
condition, and in addition, they were mixed. The fragments of a man’s skull were in
the northwestern corner, with two femurs placed parallel to each other on top of it.
The left arm of the woman, who could be placed on her right side, was with an elbow
bent at right angles. Perhaps the right arm was in the same position.

A crushed clay bowl was found farther to the north of the man'’s skull, at the edge
of the grave (fig. 3, 1). The rim is rectilinear, slightly folded inward, and smoothly
sloping to the walls and bottom. The vessel resembles a hemispherical cup with a
height of 5.5 cm, the rim diameter of 16.2 cm. 30 cm north of the bowl, a stone bead
and a fragment of a pot were found. The bead is made of a white stone slab with a
width of 0.4 cm, and a diameter of 2 cm (fig. 3, 2). The hole has a regular round shape
with a diameter of 0.7 cm. The fragment of the pot’s wall was of brown color
(fig. 3, 3).

The cenotaph burial 2 was found 3.6 m to the west of the primary grave. A
rounded pit with a depth of 0.45m and a diameter of 0.6 m was excavated there;
there was no skeleton or its remains in the pit. The filling of the pit consisted of soil
and individual stones. At its bottom, there was a clay mug-shaped ladle with a handle.
Its shape is quite specific. It has an unusual for that time somewhat flattened shape of
the body, which is why both the bottom and the rim are oval rather than round. The
walls are almost straight, narrowing to the bottom, and the rim is slightly bent
inwards and beveled in a horizontal plane towards the handle. Because of this, the
front part is higher at 1 cm. The diameter of the base is 6-7 cm, the rim is 10-12 cm,
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and the height - 10.2 cm. The handle is broken. It was round in section, attached to
the rim and lower part of the body (fig. 3, 4).

Fig. 4. Burial Nos. 3 (I) and 4 (II), plan: 1 - stones; 2 - bones; 3 - burnt bones; 4 - ceramics; 5 -
mainland.

Burial 3 was unearthed 3.7 m to the north from the first burial (fig. 4, 1). In an
oval pit with dimensions of 1.3x0.8 m and a depth to 0.3 m, closed up with stones, a
biritual burial was found: cremation in urns and two crouched inhumations of
children. The earlier one was the urn cremation located deeper. It is partially
destroyed by the later burials. Some parts of that vessel were found on top of the
stones that covered the grave. The urn was a pot that was only partially preserved.
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Given the preserved upper part, it was a tulip-shaped vessel or something between a
tulip-shaped or a jar-shaped form (fig. 5, 7). Under the rim and along the body, it is
decorated with an applicated roller with pinches and indentations. There are also
through punctures along the upper roller. Rim diameter - 18 cm, body - 21.5 cm. The
iron ring with an external diameter of 3.5 cm was found near the parts of the urn. It
was made of a round in section iron rod almost 0.4 cm thick (fig. 5, 2).

Over the aforementioned cremation, there were also children’s burials: two
skeletons with their heads in opposite directions. One skeleton belonged to a child of
the age 6-7 and was placed in a crouched position on his right side with his head to
the northwest; the hands with their palms turned to the face. The other child had
southeastern orientation and was several months old, and his position was probably
crouched, too. But due to the bad condition of the bone remains, it was hard to say
definitely about that.

Burial 4 was also discovered in a northern section of the mound, 0.2 m to the east
of the southern edge of the grave 3 (fig. 4, 2). A narrow crushed pot contained burned
bones belonging to an adult. The urn pot was a high vessel with up to 30 cm of
slender proportions preserved for more than 34 of its height (except for the upper
part). It could be close to tulip-shaped vessels. The diameter of the body - 23 cm, of
flat bottom with a rounded edge - 15 cm (fig. 5, 3).

The complex of funerary gifts was discovered in the southeastern part of the
mound in units 5-/] and 6-/] at the level of the old ground surface. There, among the
stones in the area of approximately 1 m2 the fragments of several handmade vessels
were unearthed. It was impossible to renew completely their shape. But it was
determined that those were among them that belonged to the pots with a roller under
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the rim. During the research, taking into account the find in burial 3, the authors did
not exclude that such rollers could be found on the body of those pots. However, it
was hard to check that hypothesis due to the absence of their corresponding parts.

The following forms were the subject to reconstruction from collected fragments:

Large pot having a rounded body and thickened everted rim (fig.6,1). The
fragments of the neck are decorated with shallow horizontal fluting. The rounded
body with projections-applications with three directed downward stripes along the
upper part of the body is preserved a little bit better. The bottom is flat, rising
smoothly into the walls. Height - 29 cm, diameter of a rim - 21 cm, neck - 16 cm,
body - 27 cm, bottom - 10 cm.

Fragment of the lower part of the pot’s body with a diameter of up to 27 cm. Width
of the wall is up to 1.5 cm (fig. 6, 2).

Fragment of the pot’s rim with a diameter of up to 14 cm, that according to its
profile, is mean between tulip-shaped and jar-shaped. It is decorated with a low
partitioned roller with pinches and punctures along the rim. There are also two
deepened slightly profiled horizontal grooves on it (fig. 6, 3).

Upper part of the pot with the roller with indentations and through punctures.
Diameter - up to 14.5 cm (fig. 6, 4).

Part of the pot bottom, diameter — 9 cm. The bottom is flat; the walls rise steeply
(fig. 6, 5).

The fragments of the ladle’s handle are cylindrical in section. One of them clearly
shows how the handle was attached to the vessel. Its edge was thinned and after
attaching it was thoroughly smoothed (fig. 6, 6).

There were 6 persons buried in the mound 1 near Malynivtsi in 4 graves (one of
which, probably, was a cenotaph) of which 3 adults (a man and a woman) and 2
children were identified. Most of the bodies were buried in crouched positions (4
skeletons). 2 urn cremations in other places were studied as well.

The first Malynivtsi mound is located in the area where in the pre-Scythian times
Chornyi Lis-Zhabotyn sites were located. In the Early Scythian times, they were
replaced by the antiquities of the Western Podillia group. The mound that is being
published is interesting for the presence of the pre-Scythian features as well as the
Scythian ones, which illustrate the development of funeral rites in the Middle
Dniester region. As of today, funeral sites of the pre-Scythian period in the region
have been well studied?2. It allows us to characterize the funeral rite of that time3.

2 [llogkonssc LI, Makcumos €.B. JlocniikeHHs KypraHHOrO MOTWJIbHHMKA HepeJcKihcbKoro yacy Ha
Cepegubomy [lHicTpi. Apxeosnozia. 1952. Y.VIL. C.89-102; CmupHosa'M. O XpoHOJIOrMYECKOM
COOTHOLIEHUH NaMATHUKOB Tuma CaxapHa-CosioHyeHbl M 2KaGoTHH (0 MaTepuajaM KypraHoB y
c. MepBuHub! Ha [lHecTpe). Cosemckas apxeonozusi. 1977. Ne 4. C.94-98; CmupHosa I'M. 3akpbITble
npeackudckre KoMIJIeKcol y cesa JInecTpoBka-Jlyka. JpesHue namMamHuku Kyabmypbl HA meppumopuu
CCCP. Nlenunnrpay: F'ocypapcTBeHHbIM dpMuTax, 1982. C. 31-32. I'yyas A.®. bepHalieBCKUH MOTUJIbHUK
n3 CpegHero IlofHecTpoBbsi B CUCTEMe MNaMsTHUKOB paHHETo esie3HOro Beka. Ckugwl, Xazapol,
Cnassive, [lpesHsis Pyco. CankT-IleTepbypr: UspaTtenbscTBo ['ocysapcTBeHHOro dpmuTtaxa, 1998. C. 34-
35.

3T'yyan A.@. TloxoBasbHUM 06psy HaceseHHs Cepennboi HapanicTpsiHumHM nepefckidcebkoro yacy.
Mamepianau IX Ilodinbcokoi icmopuko-kpaesHasyoi koHgpepenyii. Kam’'sHenb-Iloainbcbkuit: Kam'sHerp-
[Mopinbceka aApykapHs, 1995. C.94-95; I'yyaa B.A. TloxoBaibHUHM 06psf nepeickidbcbkoro yacy Ha
MoruniBuiuHi. /[pyea Mozuais-Ilodinbcbka kpaesHasuya koH@pepenyis. Morunis-Iloginbebkuit: Oium,
2006. C.47-52. Mozunos 0./]. O dopMupoBaHuM paHHeCKHUPCKON KyabTypbl Ha CpenneMm JlHecTpe.
Stratum pluS. 2020. Ne 3. C. 132.
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Fig. 6. Handmade vessels from a complex of accompanying laying of ceramics.
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Necropolises were characterized by their location mainly in river valleys and
adjacent slopes. The complexes at the watersheds are found only in the east of the
region. Mound and underground burials were widespread similarly. Both mound and
underground burials were equally common, and necropolises could be mound,
underground, or mixed. Under mounds that often had stone constructions, several
graves as well as single ones could be found (but then there were cases when there
were several bodies in it). Cists and simple pit-graves, as well as burials located on
stone layings or with a stone paving floor, are known. There were individual, double,
or collective burials. Inhumations in crouched positions prevailed. Those with
extended burials were very few. Cremation burials (mainly in urns) were even less in
number. Inventory was quite modest and monotonous with the prevalence of
handmade pottery, which shows that property and social differentiation were not yet
well developed.

Burial sites of the Scythian times of the region, allocated to the Western Podillia
group, are studied bettert. Taking into account the earlier publications, it can be
stated that the funeral rite of the Middle Dniester region compared with the pre-
Scythian times had undergone changess. Necropolises had moved from river
backwaters and slops to the watersheds. The underground and mound rite was
replaced by the predominant mound one. The size of the mounds and the range of
inventory began to vary greatly, reflecting the social and property stratification. Stone
layings in the mounds continued to be found regularly. Together with it, such a detail
as a stone rampart around the tomb appeared. Mostly there was only one grave under
the mound, and cases with more than one grave were much less in number. Wooden
tombs became widespread; stone paving could be still often found as well. The cases
of cremation (in another place, with pouring ash into the urn or to the bottom of the
tomb or burning down together with a tomb) increased highly in number and, along
with inhumations, became widespread.

Knowing these details of the development of funeral rites of the Middle Dniester
region population, we will try to characterize mound 1 in Malynivtsi.

The topography of Malynivtsi necropolis, its location on the slope of the plateau, is
associated rather with the Scythian times, when the burials moved to the
watershedsé. Their location in river valleys or on their slopes in the region is mainly
characteristic of the pre-Scythian times: Luka-Vrublivetska’, Bernashivka8. Mounds
from Mervyntsi and Bandyshivka® tending to the plateau are located in the very east
of the region and distant from Malynivtsi complex.

4 Sulimirski T. Scytowie na zachodniem Podolu. Lwow: Nakladem Lwowskiego Towarzystwa
Prehistorycznego, 1936. S.45-100; Meawkoea AH. TlamaTHUKU ckudckoro BpemMeHU Ha CpegHeM
JHectpe. Kpamkue coobwenuss HHcmumyma ucmopuu mamepuaasHot Kyasmypsl. 1953. Bei. 51. C. 60-
67; CmupHosa I'H. Kypransl y c. [lepe6bIKOBIbI — HOBBIM MOTHJIBHUK CKUPCKON apxauku Ha CpeJHeM
Juectpe. Tpyodwut T'ocydapcmeenHozo Ipmumadxca. 1979. Bem. XX. C.36-64; I'yyar A.®., I'yyaa BA,
Mozunos A./]. HoBble ucciie[joBaHHsI KypraHoB cKUdCKoro BpeMeHH Ha 3anajie BocTouHoeBpomneickoit
Jlecoctenu. Kadwvipbaesckue umerusi. Akto63: UA KH MOH PK, 2012. C. 141-151.

5 Mozusos 0./]. O dopmupoBanui... C. 137.

6 Ibid. C. 137.

7 [lloskonssic L.I. KypraHHUH MOrUWJIbHUK NepefcKipcbkoro yacy Ha CepenHbomy [lHicTpi. ApxeosoziuHi
nam’amku YPCP. 1952, Bun. IV. C. 5.

8 ['yyan A.®. BepHalieBCKUI MOTUIbHUK... C. 34.

9 CmupHosa I'M. O xpoHoJiIOTUYeCKOM cooTHomeHUH... C.93-94; Ckopuwiii CA. KumMmepuinbsl B
YkpauHckoi Jlecoctenu. Kues-IloaraBa: Apxeosorus, 1999. C. 79.
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Mound burials dated to the pre-Scythian times are well known in the Middle
Dniester region. At that time there were mound necropolises: Luka-Vrublivetskalo,
Mervyntsill, Dnistrivkal2, underground necropolises: Lomachyntsi!3, and also mixed
ones, with burials under the mound as well as underground ones that prevailed:
Bernashivkal4. In the Scythian period, mound necropolises were dominant!5, while
some underground burials, are known only in the west, on the former Vysotsko and
Holihrady lands?s,

The small size of the mound is associated rather with the pre-Scythian tradition
when the mounds usually did not exceed 1-1.1 m (but they often were lower). At the
same time, in the Scythian times, because of social stratification, they began to vary
greatly in sizel?, from barely noticeable - up to 1-2 m and bigger - up to 4.5 m18,

The tradition of making stone mounds in Podillia dates back to the Bronze Age?.
During the pre-Scythian times, that rite continued to develop: Bernashivka?2o,
Mervyntsi2!, Luka-Vrublivetska?2, Bandyshivka?23. It dominated in the Scythian period
when there were a majority of such mounds2+4,

The spreading of mounds with one grave as well as with several ones was typical
for the pre-Scythian times. The first group includes complexes 1 and 2 in Mervyntsi, 2
and 3 near Luka-Vrublivetska, and 2 near Bernashivka. Mound 1 near Dnistrivka, 1, 4-
8 in Luka-Vrublivetska, and 1 near Bernashivka2s belong to the second one. In the
Scythian times, one primary but as a rule, a larger grave prevailed2s. Cases with

10 [llogkonssc LT. KypraHHuil MoruibHUK... C. 5-8; llloekonssc ILI. CepeJHbOJHICTPOBCbKA €KCIeAULis
1949-1951 pp. Apxeosaoziuni nam’asmku YPCP. 1956. Bun. V1. C. 34-36; lloskonasc LI, Makcumos €.B.
Jocnimxkenns... C. 90-107.

11 CmupHosa I''M. O XpOHOJIOTUYECKOM COOTHOIIEHUH... C. 94-101.

12 CmupHosa I''U. 3axkpreIThle npeackudcekue... C. 31-32.

13 Mozunoe A./]. K apxeosiornyeckoit kapTe CeBepHOU BykoBUHBI paHHero »xejie3HOTO Beka. Revista
arheologica. 2010. Vol. V. C. 105, 108.

14 'yyan A.@. BepHatueBcKUl MOrUIbHUK... C. 34-35; I'yyaa A.®. locaikeHHS YOPHOJIiCbKUX KypraHiB B
perioni JHicTpoBcbkoi TAEC. Apxeosnoeis i dasus icmopis Ykpainu. 2019. 4 C. 148-157.

15 Sulimirski T. Scytowie... S. 45-99; I'yyaa A ®. [loxoBaJbHUHM 06psA HaceseHHH... C. 94-96; Mogylov O.
The barrows of the West Podolian group of the Scythian period. MousaioS. 2013. Vol. XVIII. P. 203-205.

16 CmupHosa I"H. HexoTopble Bompockl paHHeckudckoro nepuoga Ha Cpesnem [lHectpe (Ilo moBogy
cratbu M. [lymeka). Archeologicke rozhledy. 1967. Vol. XIX, Issue 2. C. 229-230.

17 Mozusoe 0./. O dopmupoBaHuu... C. 137.

18 'yyan A.@. TloxoBanbHUN KoMIuIeKc cKipcbkoro yacy B kypradi Ne9 6ins CmaciBku Ha 36pyui.
©enomeH Binvcvkozo 2opoduwa. Kui-IlosrtaBa: LlenTp nam’saitko3HaBctBa HAHY, 2014. C. 44.

19 'yyan A.®@, TI'yyan B.A, Moeaunos 0./l locnimxeHHs KypraHHoro Hekpormoss CnaciBka-IBaHKiBI{iHa
XMenbHUYUUHI. Apxeosi02iuHi docaioxcernHs 8 Yxpaini 2010 p. Kuis: IA HAHY, 2011. C. 93, 94.

20 'yyan A.@. JlocnigkeHHS YOPHOJIICbKUX KypraHiB... C. 148-152.

21 CmupHosa I''M. O XpOHOJIOTUYECKOM COOTHOIEHUH... Puc. 1.

22 [lloskonasc LI, Makcumos €.B. [locaimxenns... C. 91-93, 98, 99.

23 Ckoputii C.A. Kummepuiinbl B YkpauHckoit Jlecocrenu. Kues-IlonTaBa: Apxeosiorus, 1999. C. 79.

24 'yyan A.@. HexoTopsle yepThl norpebasbHoro obpsga niemen CpeaHero [logHectpoBes B VIII-V BB.
Jl0 H.3. Apxeosoeudeckue uccaedosarust Ha YkpauHe 8 1978-1979 ze. lnenponetpoBck, 1980. C. 76-77;
Mogylov O. The barrows... P. 203-205.

25 CmupHosa I'M. 1977. O xpoHOJIOTUYECKOM cOOTHoWeHUMU... C.94-97; [llogkonssac LI, Makcumos E.B.
Jocnimpxenus... C.90-97; Lloskonasc LI. CepenHbojHicTpoBcbKa ekcnefuuis.. C.34-35; Iyyaa A@.
BepHameBckuii MOruIbHUK... C. 148-155.
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additional graves were rare: mounds 4 and 5 near Spasivka and Ivankivtsi??, 1 in
Shydlivtsiz8, and 7 near Shutnivtsi2°.

Wooden details of the graves in the Eastern European Forest-Steppe have been
known since the Bronze Age30. Cases of their burning down have also been
recorded3!l. There were some cases in the region dated to the pre-Scythian times32.
Wooden constructions were used by the Cimmerians as well33. They are not an
exception for Middle Europe34. But in the Middle Dniester region of that time, such
cases were quite rare and are more often associated with the east of the region but
not with the western periphery of Late Chornyi Lis-Zhabotyn tribes where Malynivtsi
mound was studied. Therefore, it is possible that the primary tomb of mound 1 of
Bernashivka burial ground could have had wooden vaulting3s. The tent-shaped
vaulting is found on the grave of mound 1 near Bandashivka36. Some structures that
looked like walls or fence based on thin wooden poles were found only in burial 1 of
mound 1 near Luka-Vrublivetska3’. It is interesting that there, like in Malynivtsi
mound, they were constructed around the cist.

Tombs with wooden pillars dated to the Scythian times became widespread at the
sites of the Western Podillia group38. Usually, the whole construction of the tomb was
made of wood. In Malynivtsi mound 1 beyond burned layers, only two parallel walls
were found. Probably, there we had an example of the formation of the wooden vault
tradition in the Middle Dniester region which would acquire its classical form during
the Early Scythian period.

Burning down of wooden constructions of the tombs was also not typical for the
Middle Dniester region in Late Chornyi Lis-Zhabotyn times. Only one case with tent-
shaped construction of mound 1 in Bandashivka, located in the very east of the area,
can be mentioned3®. Mound 1 near Malynivtsi was the evidence of such rites
formation in the region. Fire funeral rites were not too typical for the pre-Scythian
Dniester sites. Among them, we can only mention light traces of burning on two stone
layings with ware on them, which could be cenotaphs, in mounds 4 and 5 near Luka-

27 'yyan A.®, T'yyan BA, Mozunos 0./, Boamaniok [LA. JlocnipkeHHa KypraHHol rpynu CnaciBka-
IBaHkiBLi y [1036pyudi. Apxeos02iuni docaidxncenHs e Ykpaini 2009 p. Kuis: 1A HAHY, 2010. C. 101-103;
I'yyan A.@., I'yyan B.A, Mozusoe 0./]. PanHbOCKipcbKUM KypraH 3 kpemanieio Ha 3axigHomy [logisi.
Apxeosoeis. 2021. Ne 1. C. 86-95.

28 Sulimirski, T. Scytowie... S. 75-76.

29 'yyan A.®, TyyanBA, Meeeii BIl. Po3konku KypraHiB ckipcekoro uacy Ha Kam'sHeuuuHi.
Apxeosioeiuni giokpumms 8 Ykpaini 1999-2000 pp. Kuis: 1A HAHY, 2001. C. 18.

30 Ceewnukos UK. KynabTypa LIHYpoBO# KepaMukH. Apxeosozusi [Ipukapnambusi BosviHu u 3akapnamos
(3Heosnum, 6poH3a u paHHuee dxceseso). KueB: HaykoBa nymka, 1990. C. 52; Bepesarcvka C.C., Kaouko B.1.
TopaiiBcbkuii MoruabHUK. I'opdiiecekuli mozubHuk. Binnung, 2011. C. 9, 15, 20.

31 Bepesanckas C.C. CeBepHas YKpauHa B anoxy 6poH3bl. Kues: HaykoBa gymka, 1982. C. 150.
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Kues: HaykoBa nymka, 1975. C. 78.
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34 Gedl M. Kultura luzycka. Krakow: Uniwersytet Jagiellonski, 1975. S. 90.
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36 Ckoputii C.A. Kummepuipr... C. 79.
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38 'yyan A.®. [lepeB’siHi ckjenu paHHbOCKipcbkoro yacy B KypraHax Cepeanboro [loaHicTpoB's.
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Vrublivetska, and also charcoals in the first mound aforementioned4?. Cremations of
bodies can also be attributed to such evidence. However, they, as it was mentioned,
were few in number in the region. At the same time, it should be added that in the
culturally close region of the Middle Dnipro region, the fire in funeral rites was used
much more often4l. The mass burning of wooden tombs in the Middle Dniester region
became widespread only in the Scythian times#2. Mound 1 being studied, shows an
initiation of that tradition.

Most of the additional graves in Malynivtsi were small pits, quite a universal type
of burial during the whole Early Iron Age. Their small sizes still look like their pre-
Scythian analogues, such as the burials from Bernashivka3, 6 of mound 1 near
Dnistrivkat4, 6 of mound4, 1 and 2 of mound 5 near Luka-Vrublivetska4s. The
Scythian tombs, even of relatively small size, generally differ, firstly, by their larger
size, and secondly, by their wider proportions, like mounds 5 near Spasivka“s, and 1,
2, and 3 near Kolodiivka?’. Narrow shallow cist made of slabs has also analogues in
the region dated to the pre-Scythian times - burials: 1 of mound 1, 4 of mound 4, 2 of
mound 7 near Luka-Vrublivetska4?, and mound 2 in Mervyntsi4.

In Malynivtsi, single, double, and collective burials were found. Such a phenomenon
in the region is dated to the pre-Scythian5® as well as Scythian times5l. However, in
the Early Scythian period, as a rule, larger and wider graves were used for double and
collective burials.

The crouched burial rite in the Middle Dniester region completely dominated in the
pre-Scythian times. Only such skeletons were found in necropolises in Luka-
Vrublivetska mounds: 1 grave 1; 2 burial 1; 3 burial 1; 4 complexes 1-5; 6 burials 1-2;
7 burials 1-4; 8 tombs 2, 3. They also were found in Lomachyntsi52. Most of them were

40 [lloekonasic LI, Makcumos €.B. [locnigkeHHs... C. 94-99.

41 UavuHckas B.A. Panneckudcekue kyprasbl... C. 36, 50; KosnaneHko I'T. Kypranbel paHHecKU(CKOro
BpeMeHU B OacceiiHe p.Pocb. Kue: HaykoBa aymka, 1981. C.23-24; Pomaniok B.B, [Ipeuko /[I.C.,
Mozunos 0./]. JlocnimxeHHs: KypraHiB paHHboTo 3aJi3Horo Biky B [lopocci. Apxeosozisa i dasHs icmopis
Ykpainu. 2018. Bun. 27. C. 254.

42 ['yyan A.D. [lepeB’sHi ckienu... C. 81-91.
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in Bernashivka - mounds 1, 2 and underground burials53. Among inhumations, such
cases were also frequently dated to the Scythian period54, although the percentage of
cremations increased then.

In the region, cremation in urns is a minority of burials among Chornyi Lis-
Zhabotyn antiquities: 4 of mound 1 in Dnistrivka, 3 of mound 6, and 1 of mound 8 in
Luka-Vrublivetskass. A certain number dated to the next era were also found in the
antiquities of the Western Podillia group - mounds: 2 in Tarasivka5¢, 19 near
Kolodyivka5?, and 1 not far from Spasivka58. It happened against the background of
the fact that in the region during the Scythian period, the role of fire in funeral rites
increased (both in the form of burning wooden tombs and the cremation of the
bodies of the dead).

We should note the biritualism of the rite among those buried under one mound in
Malynivtsi, where the researchers found the evidence of both cremation and
inhumation. Such a phenomenon is associated with the Dniester region of the pre-
Scythian times - mounds: 6 near Luka-Vrublivetska, and 1 near Dnistrivka. There
were also such cases dated to the Early Scythian period, and they illustrate the
constancy and gradual development of some funeral rites — mounds: 3 and 5 near
Perebykivtsié?, 3 near Kupyné?, 4 and 12 near Kolodiivka¢z2,

In the mound near the village of Malynivtsi, the northwestern orientation of the
bodies prevailed. That is how the dead were laid in the primary grave, including the
lower-placed man, in whose honor the construction of the mound began. The older
child from complex 3 was also positioned the same way. At the same time, another
baby from the mentioned tomb was placed with its head in the opposite direction, to
the southeast. In general, the positioning of bodies with the head in the northwest
sector (in the interval from west-northwest to north-northwest) prevails in the pre-
Scythian complexes of the Middle Dniester region. That was how the smaller number
of skeletons in Luka-Vrublivetska63, and almost half of the deceased in Dnistrivka¢4,
buried in Bernashivka mounds, were positionedss.

53 ['yyan A.@. BepHatueBckUl MOTUIbHUK... C. 34-35; I'yyaa A.®. [locaigkeHHS YOPHOJIiCbKUX KypraHiB...
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Placing the dead in one tomb with their heads in different directions is a typical
pre-Scythian Middle Dniester tradition. Evidence of that could be seen in burials 2
and 3 of mound 1 in Dnistrivkat, 1 of mound 1, 1 and 3 of mound 4 near Luka-
Vrublivetska®’.

The inventory complex of the mound with a predominance of handmade ceramics
is a general characteristic of the Dniester region and is dated to both the pre-Scythian
and Scythian periods; although the number of complexes with metal and glass
produced items (weapons, bridles, ornaments) of the Scythian period is larger. Pots
with a tulip-shaped profile are characteristic primarily of the pre-Scythian periodés.
Their variants with rollers both under the rim and on the body are transitional forms
to the Early Scythian jar-shaped pots. Such vessels emerged in the pre-Scythian
period and were used in the Scythian archaic period, at pre-Kelermesskaia sites, and
even in the Early Kelermesskaia period. In the Middle Dniester region, they were
found at settlements near Luka-Vrublivetskaé%, Dnistrivka??, in mound 8 near Luka-
Vrublivetska’! and were dated to the pre-Scythian times. They also came from more
eastern forest-steppe regions among which Nemyriv settlement?2. Decoration in the
form of two rollers can be occasionally found on vessels of Basarab-Sholdenesht
culture?s.

The analogues dated to the Early Scythian times are sometimes found in the
Dniester region, for example, the settlements of Dolyniany’4 and Neporotove7’s.
However, most of the analogies came from the Right Bank Forest-Steppe Dnipro
region. Mound 6 near Yasnozoria is dated to pre-Kelermesskaia period’¢. Mounds
near Mala Ofirna”’ and Ivankovychi’8 are dated back to Kelermesskaia period. Similar
Early Scythian wares came from Nemyriv giant settlement in the Forest-Steppe Buh
region’9, and the Western Bilsk settlement in the Vorskla regionso.
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It should be noted that such pots seem to be unknown in the Western Podillia
mounds of the Scythian period. However, the fact of the use of a similar item as an urn
dated to the pre-Scythian times is recorded in the mentioned burial near Luka-
Vrublivetska.

Pots with a roller, indentations, and pinches under the rim emerged as early as the
pre-Scythian period, but then they were inferior in number to tulip-shaped potss!.
Finds of that time came from the Dniester region settlements near Nagorianys?,
Mereshivka®, Komaroves84, Luka-Vrublivetska®, Neporotove8s, Lenkivtsi®?,
Dnistrivkas8, Bronnytsia8?, Teremtsi, Strikhivtsi®¢ and also from burial complexes:
mounds 4 and 6 near Luka-Vrublivetska®!, burials near Velyka Slobidka92.

Some produced items of this type were also found in the eastern forest-steppe
lands. In the Buh region, the mentioned kitchenware is known from Vyshenky-293. In
the Right Bank Dnipro region, such produced items are found en masse in the late
pre-Scythian antiquities®4. They also came to Moldova, where they are known in
Sholdanesht layers9.

Such pots became the predominant variety in the Early Scythian period. Although
in the Dniester region during pre-Kelermesskaia period, they still seemed to be in the
minority%. At least this can be assumed for some settlements: Kozliv®7 and the upper
layers of Neporotove-1198. They became the dominant type during Kelermesskaia
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period. In the Middle Dniester region, they were found in the mounds: 2 in
Dolyniany?9, 3 and 5 in Perebykivtsil0, 4 near Bilche-Zolote, 2 near Ivakhnivtsilo1, 2
in Tarasivtsiloz, etc. They were also traditional for that time settlements of the region:
Sukhostav103, Oselivkal04, Dolyniany95, Zalissia, and Ivane-Puste10s,

Such jar-shaped produced items were also spread to the Upper Dniester region07.
They were massive in the Middle Buh region1%8 and the Right Bank Dnipro region1.

Thus, pots with a roller under the rim are characteristic primarily of the Early
Scythian period. However, in the Middle Dniester region, their finds also occur at the
sites dated to the pre-Scythian period, where they are also found in burials.

Straight-sided bowls have analogies in the pre-Scythian antiquities of the Middle
Dniester region: the settlements of Halytsia-2110, Mereshivka!ll, Teremtsill2, and
Kozlivi13, They were found in mounds 4 and 6 near Luka-Vrublivetskall4. Their
synchronic analogies are known at Chornyi Lis settlements of the Right Bank Dnipro
region: Moskovske!15, Zalevkynske16, and Subotivskell?. Sometimes they are found at
the sites dated to Vysotska culture!1s,

Such produced items existed in Ukrainian Forest Steppe at the Scythian times.
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They were found, for example, in mound 4 in Teklivka in Podilliall9, Cherepyn, and
Lahodiv in the Upper Dniester region20.

Large pots with a rounded body and everted rim are also characteristic of the pre-
Scythian and Early Scythian sites of the region. However, at the Scythian times, they
often had an asymmetry of the body with an elongated upper part, and often a
sharper transition in the center of the body!2!, which is not observed on the large pot
from Malynivtsi. With its more symmetrical roundness of the body, it is closer to
some pre-Scythian large pots from Hryhorivka!22 and Rudkivtsil23 settlements of the
Dniester region. Large pots decorated with a fluting spread at Chornyi Lis-Zhabotyn
sites of the Dniester region under the influence of fluted Hallstatt cultures. It is also
subject to such a type of decoration as a fluted neck. In general, it was not a very
common type of decoration in the region at that time. Its samples are known on
vessels from settlements in Komarove!24, Dnistrivkal25, and Neporotove!26, Such a
decoration can sometimes be found among synchronous antiquities of the Forest-
Steppe Dnipro region127,

Dated to the Early Scythian period, large pots with a fluted neck at the sites of the
Western Podillia group are found only occasionally: mounds in Kachanivkal28 and
Loievtsil29, On some vessels, the stylization of the motif occurred, and the decoration
obtained the form of drawn rollers!30. The mentioned decoration, dated to the same
time, is known to be found further east, in the Buh13! and Dnipro!32 regions.

The ornamentation of large pots with knobs is also typical for the Middle Dniester
region in the Early Iron Age. This detail is believed to be spread there under the
influence of the fluted Hallstatt cultures!33. Such decor is associated in the region with
the finds dated to the pre-Scythian!34 and Scythian!35 times. However, mostly these
are simple conical applications. The large pot from Malynivtsi is characterized by a
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rare applied volute, with three vertical stripes. Among the few analogies, we can
name the fragments of large pots, where 2 or 3 stripes run from the applied volute
downwards. They were found at the Early Scythian Trakhtemyriv fortified
settlement!36. On the fragment from the pre-Scythian settlement in Teremtsi, the
applied volute is moon-shaped, and the projecting parts directed downwards are
small137.

The ladle has a rather non-standard shape, similar to a mug. The traditions of
making vessels with such a body in the Middle Dniester region date back to the Late
Bronze Age138. For the pre-Scythian and Early Scythian times of the region, such forms
are uncharacteristic. Sometimes they are found at the sites dated to Vysotska culture!3°,

Thus, the set of wares includes a number of features that in the Middle Dniester
region can be considered predominant for the pre-Scythian period. A pot with two
rollers, more likely - a large pot and a ladle, which, despite its rare shape, looks quite
archaic. On the other hand, pots with a roller under the rim, although they are
sometimes found in the pre-Scythian mounds, mostly belong to the Early Scythian
period.

So mound 1 in Malynivtsi has a number of both pre-Scythian and Scythian
features. The stone layer and biritualism in funeral rites are common features. Among
the pre-Scythian ones, we should note a group of graves under the mound, their small
size, such types as a narrow pit or a cist, the bodies positioned in different directions
in one tomb, and the burial method (predominance of crouched inhumations at the
same time with the presence of cremations in urns). Although the percentage of
burials in vessels seems to be somewhat high. Most of the inventory also resembles
the pre-Scythian assortment: a few decorations, no weapons, and too few metal
objects in general. Belonging to the mentioned period, if we consider burials, it could
be the pots with two rollers and a large pot, as well as a ladle, because of its shape.
Pots with a decorated upper part would seem to be closer to wares from the Early
Scythian burials, although they are known to emerge as early as the pre-Scythian
period. The complex of laid ceramics was located at the level of the ancient horizon
under the stone layer and can be stratigraphically associated with the earliest
primary burial No. 1. We should also note that the stone bead looks unusual for the
Scythian times.

The topography of the necropolis on the watershed should be counted among the
Scythian features, albeit with a slope toward the river valley. Burned-down wooden
tombs are mainly attributed to that period, although mound No. 1 in Malynivtsi seems
to demonstrate only the formation of such rites. As a secondary argument, one could
add the fact that Malynivtsi necropolis continued to exist in the Early Scythian period
(to which most of its mounds are dated).

Therefore, based on the totality of facts, mound 1 in Malynivtsi should be
attributed to the turn of the pre-Scythian and Scythian periods. Unfortunately, no
chrono-indicators were found in the complex that could specify such a position
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(weapons, bridles, jewelry, etc.). In absolute terms, the time of its construction can be
close to the end of the 8th - the beginning of the 7t century BCE. Chronologically, the
earliest burial under the mound was the primary burial 1, and the complex of
ceramics from the southeastern part of the mound might belong to it. Later are
secondary burials 3 and 4, but their mutual sequence is not clear. Within burial 3, the
earliest was an urn burial.

In social attribution of the buried, the size of their burial mound is important in
comparison with the synchronous burials of the region. In the case of the burial that
is being published, such attribution is somewhat complicated with its mid period
chronological position, because the mounds of the pre-Scythian and Scythian times
have their individual, sometimes different, features. Low mounds are characteristic of
the first of the periods, and their variability from barely noticeable to 2-4.5 m high is
typical for the second one. In addition, the complexes of that time, with possible more
or less exact dating, can already be attributed to Kelermesskaia period, which is much
later than the mound from Malynivtsi. Given this, as well as the size of the mound and
the predominance of the pre-Scythian rites, in our opinion, the attribution of the
complex to the pre-Scythian burials looks more promising. We should note that the
mound illustrates the end of that range of antiquities with the transition to the
Scythian phase.

Sociological analysis should be started with the assumption that the concentration
of a group of burials under one mound in Malynivtsi can testify in favor of the kinship
of the buried, their belonging to the same family or clan. The small size of the burial
complexes and the modest inventory indicate that property stratification probably
did not go far within clans or the local community. It is assumed that the small
necropolises of the Scythian period in the Middle Dniester region could hardly be the
burial place for all the members of numerous local communities, who could also be
buried in little-studied underground necropolises in settlements, following the rites
that had left little archaeological evidence!40. These assumptions can also be applied
to the slightly earlier Malynivtsi mound. It is unlikely that 8 people buried there
represented the entire population of the settlement. Pre-Scythian necropolises
(Bernashivka, Lomachyntsi) indicate the existence of underground burials at that
time. Their predominance in the mixed burial ground in Bernashivka can indicate the
fact that the elite were buried in the few mounds and ordinary members of the
community - mainly in underground complexes. Despite the larger size of the
primary burial mound tombs, their variability and social stratification in Bernashivka
community are also not as noticeable as in some Scythian necropolises. The elite of
the pre-Scythian times can be better distinguished by analyzing the materials of the
Bandyshivka mounds with large tombs. Talking again about the first Malynivtsi
mound, we consider it quite possible that part of the population of the local
community could also be buried following the mentioned moundless rites, however,
such locations have not been discovered yet. In this case, the mound burial could
stand out significantly, representing a wealthier and socially significant family.
However, the dimensions of the graves of Malynivtsi complex are approximately
identical to the synchronous underground graves of the region. Therefore, with such
a model, population stratification was still in an early phase.
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CONCLUSIONS

When determining the place of the mound among the pre-Scythian sites of the
region, we should note that all the mounds of that time had relatively small
dimensions of up to 1-1.1 m, indicating the absence of a notable stratification of
communities. According to the size of the hillocks and tombs, only the mounds near
Bandyshivka can stand out. There, the elements of the bridle, which are rare in the
region, were found. Whereas according to the variety and larger scale of the
constructions, the mounds in Bernashivka can also stand out, but to a lesser extent. It
is probably possible to add here the one-meter-high mound 1 near Mervyntsi, where
details of the horse trappings were also discovered.

Malynivtsi mound can illustrate the next social group of burials. The level of their
stratification changes gradually. The largest are the one-meter-high mounds 8 and 9
in Luka-Vrublivetska, with a diameter of 9-10 m. However, they covered several
graves. The mound under consideration can stand, if not in parallel, then immediately
behind them. Despite half the height, it has a larger diameter. This series is continued
by smaller Dniester region mounds, which, as a rule, cover several burials. After them,
there are simple underground graves.

Therefore, mound 1 near Malynivtsi may be the burial of a family that
insignificantly, but still stood out in one of the Middle Dniester region communities.
Perhaps its status was at the stage of the initial, but already noticeable social
formation of the tribal nobility at the level of local communities. As evidenced from
other chronologically close burial complexes of the Middle Dniester region, such
processes occurred there everywhere, but particular progress they had in the east of
the region. It is possible that it was facilitated by the close proximity to the more
socially stratified population of the Middle Dnipro region and the nomadic steppe.
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