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ABSTRACT

The purpose of the research paper is to focus attention on the role of the ‘second plan’
historians in scientific research of the history of Ukraine; to evaluate and study
comprehensively the contribution of H.Yu.Khraban to the archaeological study of Uman
region territory; to carry out a detailed analysis of the archaeological part of the scholar’s
scientific heritage; to find out the results of his archaeological studies, and to show the
importance of the archaeological study of the regions for the reconstruction of the genuine
history of Ukraine.

Scientific novelty: The contribution of H. Khraban to the study of various archaeological
cultures sites in the western part of Cherkasy and neighboring oblasts is analyzed based on
the fundamental source base, and after finding as well as introduction into scientific
circulation of a significant array of new archival sources. The paper significantly augments a
list of scholar’s works, many of which are unpublished and remain relevant to this day.

Conclusions. The activity of H. Khraban devoted to the archaeological study of the territory
of Uman region, Eastern Podillia, and the popularization of the ancient history of Ukraine is
analyzed. The contribution of the historian to the addition of previously unknown pages from
the history of the expansion of different archaeological cultures tribes into Uman region
territory, his assistance in the organization of Uman Museum of Local Lore research activities,
and the involvement of the public in the archaeological study of the region are shown.
H.Yu. Khraban himself participated in archaeological field research in Cherkasy, Kirovohrad,
Vinnytsia, and Zhytomyr oblasts. Hryhorii Khraban maintained systematic ties with the
Institute of Archeology of the Academy of Sciences of the Ukrainian SSR and spoke at meetings
of the Department of Archeology Early Slavs with important reports on the results of his
studies. Scientific notes and collected material objects were systematically given by the
scholar to the scientific funds of the Institute of Archaeology.

According to the time of their dating, H.Khraban attributed the archaeological sites
discovered in the territory of Uman region to the Paleolithic period, Trypillia culture, Bronze
Age, Bilohrudivska culture, Scythian period, Zarubyntsi and Cherniakhiv cultures, and the sites
of the early Slavs. H. Khraban’s merit as an archaeologist lies in the fact that he helped to study
the continuity in the settling of Uman region territory since ancient times.

Keywords: archeology, research, H. Khraban, Uman region, Trypillia culture, Cherniakhiv
culture, museum of local lore
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AHOTALIA

Mema cmammi: akueHTyBaTH yBary Ha poJii iCTOPHUKIB «Jpyroro mnJjaHy» B HayKOBHX
JlocTiPKeHHX icTopii YkpaiHu yepe3 KoOMIJIEKCHE BUBYEHHs U oLiHKY BHecKy [.10. Xpa6aHa
B apxeoJioriyHe BHUBYEHHS TepUTOpil YMaHIIMHU. 3AIACHUTU JeTajJbHUM aHaJjis
apxeoJIOTIYHOI YacCTMHHW HAyKOBOI'O CHAJKy [JOCTiAHWKA, 3'CyBaTH pe3yJbTaTH HOro
apxeoJIOTIYHUX PO3BIJOK i MOKAa3aTH 3HAaYEeHHS apXeoJIOTiYHOro JOC/iIXKEeHHS PerioHiB AJid
BiZITBOpPEHHS NPaBAMBOI icTOpii YKpaiHHu.

Haykoea Hoeu3Ha. Ha ocHOBi ¢yHAaMeHTa/NbHOI [pKepesbHOI 6a3d, BUSBJIEHHS Ta
BBEJIEHHS [0 HAYKOBOr'0 06iry 3HaYHOro MacHBY HOBUX apXiBHUX /PKepeJ PO3KPUTO BHECOK
['. XpabaHa y JocstiKeHHs1 NaM'sITOK apXeoJIoriYHUX KyJIbTYp Ha TepUTOpii 3aXi/lHOI YaCTUHHU
YepkacbKoi Ta CyMi>KHUX 06s1acTel. Y CTAaTTi CyTTEBO JONOBHEHO NepesliK Mpalb JOCJIiJHUKA,
3HaYHA YaCTHHA SIKUX € HEONYOJJiKOBaHUMH Ta 3aJULIAIOTHCS aKTYaJIbHUMH i OTENEp.

Buchoeku. IlpoaHasizoBaHO pAisybHiCTE [.Xpa6aHa 3 apxXeoJOTiYHOrO BHBYEHHS
TepuTopil YMaHmuuu Ta CxigHoro Iloainnd, monmyssApusanii JaBHbOI icTopii YkpaiHH.
[lokazaHO BHECOK iCTOpHKA Yy JJONOBHEHHS paHille HEBIJOMUX CTOPIHOK 3 icTOpii OCBOEHHA
TepuTOpil YMaHUIMHU IJIeMeHaMH Pi3HUX apXeoJIOTIYHUX KyJbTyp, HOro CHpPUSAHHA B
opraHisanii JOCHiAHULBKOI JiSJIBHOCTI YMaHCBKOrO Kpa€E3HaBYOro My3ew, 3aJlydyeHHi
rPpOMaZICbKOCTI /0 apxeoJioriuHoro BuB4YeHHs1 Kpaw. Cam [.10.XpabaH 6paB y4yacTb B
apxeoJIOTiYHUX po3Biikax Ha TepuTopii Yepkacbkoi, KipoBorpaacbkoi, BiHHUIbKOI Ta
Kurtomupcekoi ob6sactelt. [puropiii Xpaban mifTpUMyBaB CHUCTEMAaTU4YHi 3B'SI3KH 3
[HcTHUTyTOM apxeoJiorii Akazemil Hayk YPCP, BucTynaB Ha 3acifaHHAX BigAiay c/oB’sIHCbKOI
apxeoJiorii 3 BaXX/JIMBUMH INOBIJIOMJIEHHSIMM NP0 pe3ysJbTaTH CBOiX po3Bifok. Haykosi
IOJICHHUKH Ta 3i6paHi pevyoBi MaM’TKM CHUCTEMAaTU4YHO IlepeAaBaJiuCs AOCTiIHHUKOM [0
HayKoBUX QOHAIB [HCTUTYTY apxeoJiorii.

3HaleHi Ha TepuTopii YMaHIIMHN apXeoJIorivyHi MaM’ ITKU 3a 4acoM ix nosiBu ['. Xpaban
NOAIMSAB Ha NaM'ITKU INepioAy MaJjeosiTy, TPUMIJIBCBbKOI KyJbTypH, BiKy G6pOH3H,
6isorpyiiBCcbKOi KyJIbTYpH, CKidCbKOro 4acy, 3apyOMHELbKOI Ta 4YepHSXiBCbKOi KYJBTYD,
naM’ITKU paHHIX cjoB’siH. 3aciyra [ XpabaHa sik apxeoJiora moJisira€ B TOMY, 1[0 BiH JOIOMIr
JOC/TiANTH 6e3NePEPBHICTD Y 3acesieHHi TepUTOpii YMaHIMHY 3 AaBHIiX YaciB.

Kamou4osi caosa: apxeouioris, focaimkenns, [ XpabaH, YMaHIIMHA, TPUIIIbCbKA KY/AbTYPa,
YepHAXiBCbKa Ky/lbTypa, Kpa€3HaBUYUHN My3ei

INTRODUCTION

The modern scientific community recognizes cultural heritage as an integral
fundamental component of the modern cultural system, acting as its kind of memory.
The functionality of the cultural heritage is determined by the implementation of
cultural and historical connections, and the transfer of cultural experience between
the past and the present by identifying the informational potential inherent in the
heritage objects. One type of cultural heritage is archaeological heritage, represented
in modern culture by discovering archaeological objects.

Eminak, 2023, 2 (42)



CYYACHA ICTOPIA 273

In recent years, national historiography has shown a tendency to comprehend the
contribution of certain scholars to the formation and development of archaeological
science. Assessment of the significance of their work for modern scholars is
determined by the growing interest in the history of Ukrainian culture and science.
The scientific and public activity of this or that scholar is objectively a factor in the
social and cultural development of society. The study of the influence of the personal
factor on transformations in society allows us to understand the phenomenon of
‘second plan’ historians, to which category we also include the scientific heritage of
Hryhorii Yukhymovych Khraban (1902-1990), who was an archaeologist, historian,
local history expert, teacher, and active public figure.

Due to life circumstances, H. Khraban was not officially titled with academic ranks,
but the works he had written and published would have been enough to obtain
academic degrees. Having encyclopedic knowledge, and the ability to deeply analyze
and reflect on historical processes, he worked equally fruitfully as a historian, local
history expert, and archaeologist. A separate block of materials from the personal
archival fund of H.Yu. Khraban, stored in the funds of the State Archives of Cherkasy
Oblast, contains unique materials of the results of his archaeological research, which
require careful study and proper assessment. The notes of his archaeological studies
are stored in the funds of the Scientific Archive of the Institute of Archeology of the
National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine. However, the archaeological heritage of
H. Khraban has not yet been fully introduced into scientific circulation.

LITERATURE REVIEW

The study of Ukrainian historiography of the Soviet period, especially the
biographies of Ukrainian Soviet historians, provides an opportunity to look at the
development of national historical science in a new way and to assess the
contribution of each of them. The cornerstone of the biographical approach in
intellectual history is the understanding of the inextricable connection between the
life and creativity of an individual, between the facts of his psychological and
intellectual biography!. H. Khraban’s work as a historian and archaeologist was highly
appreciated during his lifetime. V. KropotkinZ in his works mentioned H. Khraban as a
well-known researcher of numismatic material in the territory of Ukraine. The
positive results of H. Khraban’s study of early Slavic settlements in the territory of
Right Bank Ukraine were noted in the works of the researchers of Ukraine’s ancient
history (V.Petrov3, V.Dovzhenok, and Ye.Makhno#). At that time, a proper
assessment of the scientific and scientific-organizational activities of H. Khraban as an
archaeologist could be found in the bibliographic reference book by I. Shovkopliass.
The section tells that the historian was well known and respected by scholars of the
Institute of Archeology of the Academy of Sciences of the Ukrainian SSR. In the mid-

1AHdpeeg B. IcTOpUK «ZApyroro IJjaHy» B TIepcOHabHIA iepapxil yKpaiHCBKOro iCTOPUYHOIO
cniBToBapucTBa // Eifioc: anbMaHax Teopii Ta icTopii icTopuyHoi Hayku. 2009. Ne 4. C. 295.

2 Kponomkux B.B. Knagpl puMckux MoHeT Ha Tepputopun CCCP // Apxeosoruss CCCP: cBog
apxeoJIOTHYeCKHUX UCTOYHUKOB. 1961. 135 c.

3 [lempos B.Il. ETHOTeHe3 CJIOB'sIH: [KepeJa, eTalny Po3BUTKY i nmpobsematuka. KuiB: HaykoBa fymka,
1972.214c.

4 JlossceHok B, MaxHo €. loporoto yecTi // YMaHcbKa 30pst. 1963. 16 cepmns. C. 4.

5 [lloskonssic LI, Po3BUTOK pajsHCbKOl apxeosiorii Ha Ykpaini (1917-1966): 6i6aiorpadis. Kwuis:
Haykosa aymka, 1969. 343 c.
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1980s, H. Khraban’s work on Trypillia culture study was highly esteemed by V. Kruts
and S. Ryzhov, employees of the Institute of Archeology of the Academy of Sciences of
the Ukrainian SSRé.

The posthumous period of research on H.Khraban’s scientific heritage is not
characterized by a large amount of historiographical material. In the first half of the
1990s, during the study of the materials on the Trypillia settlements of the Buh-
Dniester Interfluve, the scholar’s archaeological heritage was analyzed by S. Ryzhov?.
Interest in the figure of H. Khraban among Ukrainian scholars grew at the end of the
1990s and was associated with the study of Trypillia culture history. In this regard, in
the works of S.Ryzhov® and Ye.Pichkur?, attempts were made to analyze the
theoretical achievements and practical experience of H. Khraban'’s scientific research.

Given the actualization of interest in the ‘human dimension’ in intellectual history,
especially concerning archaeological research, the purpose of the research paper is
a comprehensive study and assessment of H.Khraban’s contribution to the
archaeological study of a particular region.

DATA ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION

Archaeologists have already been studying the territory of Uman region!? for over
a hundred years. Back in 1913, a branch of Kyiv Society of Antiquities was established
in the town of Uman, which belonged then to Kyiv huberniall. At its meetings during
1914-1916, reports were heard about the excavations of Bronze Age graves near the
villages of Dmytrushky and Kocherzhyntsi, as well as at the settlement of the ancient
Trypillia culture in the village of Sushkivtsi, Uman povit. In the summer of 1916,
Valeriia Kozlovska, one of the first female archaeologists in Ukraine, began
conducting her first archaeological excavations there!2. Those excavations of the
settlement dated to Trypillia culture resulted in painted pottery and
anthropomorphic plastic art items, while the find of the clay model ‘Trypillia house’
attracted special attention13.

The employees of the local lore museum, established in 1918 in the town of Uman,

6 Kpyy B, Pudicos C. ®a3u po3BUTKY NaM’sITOK TOMalliBCbKO-CylIKiBcbKoi rpynu // ApxeoJioris. 1985.
Ne 51. C. 45-55.

7 Pusicos C.M. He6esiBcbKa rpyna naM’siTOK TPUMNJIbCbKOI KyabTypu // Apxeosorisa. 1993. Ne 3. C. 101-
114.

8 Pusxcos C.M. KepaMmika mnocesjieHb TPUNIJIBCBKOI KyJbTypu bByro-/IHiCTpOBCbKOro MeXupiyusd £k
ictopuuHe mxepeso: aBToped. AuC.... KaHJ. icT. HayK. KuiB, 1999. 18 c.; Pudxcos C.M. HebeniBcbKa rpyna
naM’siTOK TPUMiJIbCbKOI KynbTypH // Apxeosioris. 1993. Ne 3. C. 101-114.

9 [liuxkyp €.B. [lo icTopii BUBYeHHs MaM ITOK KOCEHiBCbKOI JIoKabHOI rpynu // TpunisbcbKi nocesieHHS-
riranTy: MaTepiaau MixkHapogHoI koHepeHii. Kuis: Kopsin-npec, 2003. C. 116-120.

10 Uman region (historical Uman region) is a historical and geographical region of the central part of
Ukraine. According to the modern administrative structure, Uman region includes the western part of
Cherkasy Oblast, the eastern part of Vinnytsia Oblast, the southern part of Kyiv Oblast, and the northern
part of Kirovohrad Oblast. In his studies, H. Hraban delineated this territory with the following
boundaries: in the West - the Buh River from the mouth of the Udych River to the mouth of the Syniukha
River; in the South - Syniukha River; in the East - the Girskyi Tikych River; in the North West - a line
from the headwaters of the Tikych River to the mouth of the Udych River.

11 The Central State Historical Archive of Ukraine, Kyiv (CDIAK of Ukraine). Fund 725. List 1. Vol. 2. P. 7.
12 Binokiuw C. Ko3noscbka B.€. // JoBigHuk 3 icTopii Ykpainu. Bua. 2. Kuis: I'enesa, 2001. C. 325.

13 bapeinok O.B. ApxeoJi0oTiuHi JocaipKeHH YMaHCbKOr0 Kpae3HaBYOro My3elo BiJi 4acy 3aCHYBaHHA [JI0
Apyroi nosoBuHu 60-x pp. XX cT. // Mapmuniok M.T. (pepn.). PanHbo3eMJiepo6ChbKi KyabTypu Byro-
JHIpOBCbKOro MeXUPivdsi: Mpo6JeMU AoCTiKeHHs. YManb, 2009. C. 181.
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continued the archaeological study of the region!4. The main attention of the
museum’s staff in the first years of its existence was focused on the study of Trypillia
culture, remains of which were found in the following villages of Uman povit -
Tomakivka, Kolodyste, Maidanetske, Volodymyrivka, as well as the newly discovered
Bilohrudivska culture (Bilohrudivskyi Lis near the village of Pikovets, not far from
Uman). In 1938, archaeologist M. Yakymovych, who worked for Uman Museum of
Local Lore, began studying the Paleolithic site discovered at that time near the village
of Volodymyrivkals,

Before the Second World War, Uman Museum of Local Lore had a rather
significant collection of archaeological artifacts. However, during the retreat of the
German army from the town, all museum funds were taken to Germany. Uman
Museum of Local Lore resumed its activities in 1944. Four years later, it had become
possible to regain the museum artifacts partially found in Germany, including some of
the pre-war archaeological finds. Information about the origin of the great number of
artifacts was lost, which led to the loss of their historical significance. Uman Museum
of Local Lore was given a new lease of life on the issue of archaeological research in
the territory of the historical Uman region by the appointment of H.Yu. Khraban as its
Director in 195816,

We agree with the opinion of the aforementioned scholars that without the
biographical analyses of intellectual life, a full understanding of the ideas themselves
is impossible. The face of science is determined not only by its ‘first’, well-known
researchers who put forward their concepts, create scientific schools and trends, and
move up the career ladder. Due to several reasons and life circumstances, often the
names of many talented ‘second plan’ researchers are not widely known, and their
views and discoveries, historical schemes, and concepts are forgotten. Without
historians of the ‘second plan’, it is impossible to imagine the space of intellectual life
with its various connections and mediations and to comprehend the formation and
development of historical science in general??.

The personality of Hryhorii Yukhymovych Khraban is bright and extraordinary at
the same time. The history of Soviet-era Ukraine can be traced through the biography
of this man. Hryhorii Khraban was born in 1902 in the family of a peasant of medium
welfare from Volyn. He studied at Novohrad-Volynskyi Male Gymnasium and was an
active member of the ‘Prosvita’ society. With the establishment of Soviet power, he
became interested in the Bilshovyk party program. The practical steps of the Russian
Communist Party (b) towards the implementation of ‘Ukrainization’ impressed the
young H. Khraban, so in 1925 Hryhorii Yukhymovych became a candidate, and in July
1926, a member of the Communist Party (b) of Ukraine!8,

Finishing the gymnasium with honors allowed him to engage in teaching activities
and enter the Department of History of Kyiv Institute of Social Education. In 1932,
Hryhorii Yukhymovych’s constant thirst for knowledge, the desire to improve his

14 State Archives of the Cherkasy Region (SACR). Fund R-5624. List 1. File 68. P. 2.

15 The Scientific Archive of the Institute of Archeology of the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine
(SAIA NASU). Fund 12. List 1. File 441.P. 2.

16 Cokupcvka B.B. HaykoBa Ta rpomajceko-negaroriyia aisibHicts [.10.Xpa6ana (1902-1990 pp.):
auc... K.i.H. Kuis, 2008. C. 35.

17 AHdpees B. IcTOpUK «Apyroro miaaHy»... C. 296.

18 SACR. Fund R-5624. List 1. File 152. P. 14.
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intellectual level, and passion for constant scientific research prompted him to enter
the extramural postgraduate course of the capital’'s Kharkiv Institute of Red
Professors (All-Ukrainian Association of Marxist-Leninist Institutes), Department of
Philosophy. It was not possible to finish the education because in 1934 that
institution was disbanded?®. Having a proper education and an active civic position,
H.Yu. Khraban managed to build his professional career. In March 1934, on the
proposal of Kyiv Regional Committee of the Communist Party, Hryhorii Yukhymovych
was appointed to the position of Director of Uman Pedagogical School. In Uman, he
had to teach Political Economy part-time at the local pedagogical institute20. During
1936-1937, he held the position of the Head of Uman Raion Department of Public
Education21.

However, the 1930s broke into the lives of Ukrainians with famine, repression, and
the destruction of the intelligentsia and spiritual culture. In the fall of 1930, the
second wave of dekulakization began, and Hryhorii Khraban’s family was also
affected. He personally was reminded of his origin and active pro-Ukrainian position
in July 1938, when the NKVD authorities arrested him on charges of belonging to the
mythical ‘Ukrainian Bourgeois-Nationalist Organization’22. Eighteen years of camps
significantly ruined his health, but did not break his spirit and desire to be of service
to science.

Positive changes in social and political life in the mid-1950s were facilitated by the
partial rehabilitation of victims of Stalinist repressions, which began after the
20t Congress of the CPSU. After rehabilitation, H. Khraban returned to Uman23. In
September 1956, he was appointed to the position of Director of Uman Museum, of
Local Lore, which he held for the next two years. During his short stay in that
position, Hryhorii Khraban established fruitful research work of the institution’s staff.
Museum employees conducted archaeological explorations and systematized
archaeological materials found during excavations, as well as occasional finds in the
territory of the region. A non-staff department of the Institute of Archeology of the
Academy of Sciences of the Ukrainian SSR for the archaeological study of the region
was established in Uman Museum of Local Lore24.

Museum employees went on research field trips to neighboring regions to conduct
archaeological explorations?5. The collected materials were given to the funds of
Uman Museum of Local Lore. H.Yu.Khraban himself, with the permission of the
Institute of Archeology of the Academy of Sciences of the Ukrainian SSR, during 1958-
1967, participated in archaeological explorations in Cherkasy, Kirovohrad, Vinnytsia,
and Zhytomyr oblasts. The scholar kept field notes in which he recorded the number
of finds, described them, mapped settlement territories, made archaeological maps,
accompanied them with appropriate text and photographs, participated in joint
projects of the Institute of Archeology of the Academy of Sciences of the Ukrainian
SSR, published the results of his scientific research in the local and republican press

19 Ibid. P. 2.

20 SACR. Fund R-5624. List 1. File 155. P. 24.

21 SACR. Fund R-5624. List 1. File 156.P. 7.

22 SACR. Fund R-5625. List 1. File 492.P. 1.

23 SACR. Fund R-5624. List 1. File 158. P. 14.

24 Cokupcwvka B.B. HaykoBa Ta rpoMaZicbKo-nezaroriyHa JisibHicTs I.10. Xpa6aHa... C. 54.
25 SACR. Fund R-5624. List 1. File 95. P. 22.
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as well as historical journals.

Based on the materials of his personal archival fund and 21 archaeological
research diaries stored in the Scientific Archive of the Institute of Archeology of the
National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine, we have the opportunity to introduce into
scientific circulation a number of sites of various archaeological cultures of Uman
region discovered by H. Khraban. In total, the scholar found and described 748 new
archaeological sites of the Paleolithic era, Trypillia, Yamna, and Middle Dnipro region
cultures, sites dating to the Bronze Age, Bilohrudivska and Cherniakhiv
archaeological cultures, sites of the Scythian-Sarmatian period, Slavic sites of the 8th-
13th centuries, antique coins. Of all of them, until 1958, only 32 sites had been
mentioned in the literature, the remaining 716 were discovered by the scholar for the
first time26.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL STUDIES BY H. KHRABAN

In the territory of Uman and Mankivka raions, the scholar found the remains of
human habitation dated to as early as Paleolithic times, that is, no less than eight
thousand years ago, and in the villages of Hromy, Tanske, Papuzhyntsi of Uman
raion, he found the remains dated to the Neolithic period. Previously, there was no
information in the literature about such finds in the territory of Uman region. The
scholars of the Institute of Archeology of the Academy of Sciences of the Ukrainian
SSR confirmed that the objects found by H. Khraban belonged to the Paleolithic and
Neolithic periods. Thus, it had become possible to fill a gap in the ancient history of
Uman region?’.

The historian attached special importance to the study of Trypillia culture sites in
the territory of Uman region. Despite their extensive study by domestic and foreign
scholars, the study of new materials always gives rise to additional issues. One of
them was the issue of Trypillia giant settlements. The settlements of ancient
Trypillians found by H. Khraban between the villages of Talianka and Lehedzyne had
an area of over 400 hectares each28. Back in the late 1960s, Uman archaeologist
predicted that archaeological research in Cherkasy region should reveal pages of
history not yet known to the world, and he did not rule out that there was a center of
the same highly developed civilization in the territory of the region as in
Mesopotamia. For example, Nineveh occupied an area of only 20 hectares.

Such information could no longer be ignored, because for scholars, it was a
sensation?d. The Institute of Archeology of the Academy of Sciences of the Ukrainian
SSR planned to start archaeological excavations in Uman and Talne raions in 1971.
The participants of field archaeological research confirmed the assumption of Uman
local history expert. The settlements found by H. Khraban really had an area of over
400 hectares each. According to the reckoning of M. Shtihlits, about 40-50 thousand
people could live in each of those settlements, which existed more than three
thousand years ago3®.

26 ['oyyssik B, Kauana6a I1. HemepxHyui cTopinku: go 100-pivyus 3 fHs HaposkeHHs [puropis XpabaHa
// Yepkacbkuii kpait. 2002. 5 yepBHs. C. 2.

27 SACR. Fund R-5624. List 1. File 76. P. 4.

28 |bid. P. 8.

29 XpabaH I'.10. 3emuist ctapoaBHboi 1uBiizanii // Yepkaceka npasza. 1970. 9 xoBTHs. C. 4.

30 SACR. Fund R-5624. List 1. File 76. P. 41.
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It should be emphasized that the professional and scientific approach applied by
H. Khraban to the analysis of the results of field archaeological research conducted
by him, and the materials collected by the staff of Uman Museum of Local Lore were
later confirmed by further scientific development of the issue of Trypillia
settlements in Uman region3l. Numerous work tools, religious and household items,
Trypillia dwellings, which were found by special expeditions of the Academy of
Sciences of the Ukrainian SSR during excavations, confirmed H.Khraban's
assumption about the existence of giant Trypillia settlements in the territory of
Uman region and give a comprehensive understanding of human life of the 4th-
3rd millennia BCE.

Another line of H. Khraban’s archaeological research was the existence of Chornyi
Lis culture sites in the territory of Uman region. Before the beginning of H. Khraban'’s
research devoted to Chornyi Lis culture, it was believed that there were no Chornyi
Lis settlements in Uman region, where the settlements of Bilohrudivska culture are
concentrated. The scholar believed that Chornyi Lis archaeological culture was
genetically related to Bilohrudivska culture and became its successor. The fate of the
local Bilohrudivska culture population remained unknown, and there was an opinion
that it had disappeared before the beginning of Chornyi Lis culture period. Thanks to
the archaeological explorations of H.Khraban, 31 Chornyi Lis culture settlements
were discovered in Uman region. It established the fact of the local development of
Bilohrudivska culture and its transition to Chornyi Lis culture before the beginning of
the Scythian period. Chornyi Lis culture settlements were found by H. Khraban near
the Bilohrudivskyi Lis, where Bilohrudivska culture was first explored. The scholar
found remains of the settlements around Uman, in the field of the village of
Horodetske, near Palanka, behind Dmytrushky, in Ryzhavka, and Stari Baban32y. Also,
H. Khraban found many new Bilohrudivska culture settlements, more distant from
the town of Uman than those previously known33,

In Uman region, H. Khraban also managed to find about a dozen of Zarubyntsi
culture settlements’ remains dating back to the 2nd century BCE - 2nd century CE. The
belonging of the materials found by the scholar to Zarubyntsi culture was also
confirmed at the Institute of Archeology of the Academy of Sciences of the Ukrainian
SSR34,

SIGHTS OF CHERNIAKHIV CULTURE IN UMAN REGION

Cherniakhiv archaeological culture is a separate page of H.Khraban’s research
activity. In 1960-1963, H.Yu. Khraban, together with an employee of the Institute of
Archeology Ye. Makhno, participated in a joint project aimed to clarify the map of the
sites of Cherniakhiv culture in the territory of Ukraine, including the territory of
Cherkasy region. The result of that cooperation was the establishment of the fact
that the territory of the modern Cherkasy oblast during the existence of Cherniakhiv
culture was a densely populated area. After a comprehensive survey of Uman region

31 Kpyy B.O. Tlocenenns-rirantu Tanbsauku. [ligcymku pocnaimpxenHsa [/ Mapmuuwok M.T. (pen.).
Pannbo3eMsiepo6ebki KynbTypu Byro-/[HimpoBcbKOro Mexupiyus: npobyeMu [JocaiKeHHS. YMaHb,
20009. C. 98.

32 SACR. Fund R-5624. List 1. File 75. P. 25.

33 Xpa6aH I'.10. Ceno HOpkiBKa, pik... 161-% // YMaHcbKa 30ps. 1961. 20 TpaBHs. C. 4.

34 Xpa6aH I'.10. Ha noyaTky Hawoi epu // YMaHcbKa 30ps. 1964. 7 ciuns. C. 4.
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by H. Khraban, that fact was proved beyond doubt, and the southern boundary of the
area of the settlement was clarified35. For that purpose, the scholar conducted
archaeological explorations in 112 towns and villages of Uman, Mankivka, Talne, and
Khrystynivka raions of Cherkasy oblast and discovered 186 settlements of
Cherniakhiv culture. H. Khraban managed to study Uman raion most fully, where 99
settlements were found in 49 villages, and 4 in Uman3é. H. Khraban claimed that in
the 2nd-5th centuries CE, up to 400.000 people lived in this territory, and there were
more Cherniakhiv culture settlements, which he attributed to the Antes, than there
are villages now (fig.1). The analysis of the conducted research allowed the
historian to conclude that the settlements of Cherniakhiv culture were located
mainly on the banks of rivers at a small distance from each other, although there
were also settlements at a distance up to 5 km. Those settlements were not too big,
but some of them stretched along the rivers for two or three kilometers. Here are
descriptions of some of them made by H. Khraban.

Apolianka settlement (basin of the Revukha - Yatran - Syniukha - Pivdennyi Buh
rivers). The settlement was discovered in 1961. It is located on the right bank of the
Revukha River, on the eastern slope. Its remains begin approximately 300 m from the
village of Babanka. The settlement, which is about 1 km long, is located in the field
between the villages of Babanka and Apolianka and stretches farther over the
people’s vegetable gardens for 1 km. In the field, the bank is flat and the remains of
the settlement can be found almost 300 m of the water. Towards the end of the
remains of the settlement in the village, the bank rises and becomes steep with
granite outcrops (center of the village). Most of the collected ceramic fragments have
a smooth surface, one has a polished surface3?.

Babanka burial ground. Surveyed in 1960-1961. On the banks of the Butova
River, there are many fragments of Cherniakhiv pottery on the surface. Two pits filled
with ash and shreds were found on the steep and high bank. A bone borer, a bone
polisher, and two Roman coins were also found. Many sherds are ornamented, and
sherds with such ornamentation have not been found at other settlements of Uman
region: a combination of wavy recessions, and stamped denticular embossment
(fig. 2-3).

Of the Roman coins found, one is a silver denarius of Faustina the Younger,
weighing 2.96 g; the other is of Septimius Severus, weighing 2.78 g.

In 1961, a part of the bank was removed by an earthmoving machine to build a
pond dam. Many shreds, bones, and horses’ teeth were found in the unearthed area,
but there was no clay coating and burnt clay. By analogy with Cherniakhiv sights in
Moldova (ash pits, broken vessels, etc.), this site in Babanka is obviously a burial
ground3s.

Ryzhavka burial ground. Surveyed in 1961. The burial ground was partially
destroyed by a clay pit. It is located immediately behind the northeastern part of
Ryzhavka village, near a deep ravine in the Kozovyi Yar urochysche; water from the
ravine flows into the Yatran River from the left bank.

It was found out that an area of approximately 50x60 was destroyed by the clay

35 SACR. Fund R-5624. List 1. File 71.P. 4.

36 SAIA NASU. Fund 12. List 1. File 523.P. 16.

37 SAIA NASU. Fund 12. List 1. File 458. P. 79.

38 Funds Department of the Uman Museum of Local Lore. File 1368. P. 29.
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pit. Clay is excavated at a depth of up to 2 m (in the higher part, and up to 1 m near
the bank). Sherds were found in the northeast in the walls of the clay pit at a depth of
30 cm to 80 cm. Out of 9 sherds, 7 were of handmade vessels.

Obviously, the burial ground towards the field, to the northeast, has not yet been
destroyed. At this burial ground, local residents dig up undamaged vessels, glass
beads, clay spindle whorls, bronze fibulae, etc. Finds are partially kept by those who
found them. Two handmade pots with pieces of glass inserted into their bottoms
were also found at this burial ground. Most likely, it was a ritual pot with dimensions:
height - 7.5 cm, diameter of the rim - 8 cm. A small handmade black-clay vessel was
found there (a little more than half of its rim was broken off during clay extraction).
Dimensions of the pot: height - 50 mm, the largest diameter of the body - 60 mm, the
diameter of the rim - 50 mm. The pot is ornamented with round recessions; the
recessions and grooves are filled with white paste. If you look at the vessel from the
bottom side, the recessions on it form the image of a star.

A well-preserved bone comb made up of 8 plates fastened with 8 bronze clasps
was also found. Its length is about 13 cm, the height of the bristles is about 3 cm. Clay
spindle whorls, bronze fibulae, and glass beads were also found at this burial ground.
The length of the bead is 25 mm; the largest diameter of the ‘drop’ is 7 mm39.

Dmytrushky settlement (basin of the Dmytrushka - Umanka - Yatran - Syniukha
- Pivdennyi Buh rivers). The settlement was discovered in 1960. It is located on the
eastern outskirts of the village, on a promontory formed by the upper reaches of the
Dmytrushka River and the ravine. Cherniakhiv ceramics and clay plastering are found
on the eastern slope and the eastern bank of the pond. Fragments of handmade ware
were found on its western bank. Fragments of Cherniakhiv ceramics are found at a
distance of over 0.5 km. The found piece of clay plastering has traces of a split log.
Fragments of iron slag are also found here40.

Sobkivka settlement (basin of the Sobkivka — Yatran - Syniukha - Pivdennyi Buh
rivers). The settlement was discovered in 1961. It is located on the right bank of the
Sobkivka stream, which flows out of the village and flows into the Yatran River in the
village of Stepkivka. The remains of the settlement start 1 km off the northwestern
outskirts of Stepkivka and come close to the village. The bank on the village side is
low and gradually rises as you approach the village. Large pieces of direct-process
malleable iron can be found, and some iron slag was plowed out. A direct-process
malleable iron pig weighing up to 30 kg was found.

The fact that those peoples sold bread to the Roman Empire, the Greek colony of
Olbia, and the Bosporan Kingdom is evidenced by numerous finds of Roman money in
Uman and eleven villages of the raion#!. In the course of archaeological explorations
conducted by H. Khraban and the staff of Uman Museum of Local Lore in the territory
of Uman region, some coins were found. In particular, the Roman coins were found at
13 sites of Cherniakhiv culture and one site — the Bosporan coin. The Roman coins
were mainly minted in the 2nd century (Antoninus Pius, Marcus Aurelius). There were
also coins dated to the beginning of the 3rd century (Septimius Severus). A coin of
Constantine the Great was found in Uman (Palanka settlement). The Bosporan coin -
the stater of King Teiranes (279 CE) - was discovered in the settlement of

39 Funds Department of the Uman Museum of Local Lore. File 1369. P. 44.
40 SAIA NASU. Fund 12. File 523. P. 12.
41 SACR. Fund R-5624. List 1. File 69. P. 5.
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Tomashivka42. Therefore, such finds gave the scholar grounds to assert the possible
economic ties of Cherniakhiv population of Uman region with Rome and the
Bosporan Kingdom (fig. 4).

All the sites of Cherniakhiv archaeological culture found by H.Khraban allowed
him to conclude that the turn of the century and the first half of the 1st millennium CE
were one of the most important stages in the socio-economic and cultural-historical
development of the population of Eastern Europe. The significance of that stage was
determined, first of all, by the beginning of the formation of the Eastern Slavic ethnic
community, which influenced the further historical fate of many tribes and peoples
living in the territory of the region.

EARLY SLAVIC SIGHTS

H. Khraban discovered 16 early Slavic sites in the territory of Uman region and
made a contour map of their location (fig. 5). Here are the scholar’s descriptions of
some of them:

Pikivets-1 settlement. It was discovered by the scholar in 1959. The settlement is
located east of the town of Uman, on the left bank of the Umanka River, in the area of
the Hontiv Yar (waterless, about 300 m long). The scholar found fragments of pottery
dated to Cherniakhiv period and amphorae.

To the west of Hontiv Yar, some sherds were found and a settlement of Chornyi Lis
culture was discovered. On the surface of Penkivka-type settlement with a length of
over 660 m, associations of sherds and stones representing the remains of 13
separate dwellings were found.

There are two types of ceramics at Pikivets settlement: handmade and wheel-
made, but they are not easily distinguished. According to the composition of the
paste, all pottery is divided into two primary groups: fine sand-tempered paste and
fine stones and debris-tempered paste. The first has a light-gray color, sometimes
with a faint pink hue. Its surface is smoothed, hardfired. Almost all pottery sherds of
this ware are ornamented with horizontal and wavy grooves (fig. 6; fig. 7).

Ware with a high content of impurities in paste can be divided into four
subgroups; a) with a large amount of debris, its firing is not hard, the sherds are
brittle; b) with the same impurities, but good firing; c) with chamotte impurities;
d) with fine stone and, probably, bog iron ore impurities.

The surface finds did not make it possible to determine the shape of the vessels.
There are bases with thickness of up to 32 mm. In many pots, the walls form an
obtuse angle with the base. There are fragments of completely straight rims, which
are mostly often folded outwards43.

Uman-1 settlement. Discovered by H. Khraban in 1960. On the opposite bank of
the Umanka River, in the field across from the Hontiv Yar, fragments of Penkivka-type
pottery were found. The river backwater here is up to 10 m wide, and in some places,
it narrows to 5 m. The backwater terrace is high, with granite outcrops. At a distance
of over 300 m downstream, there are the remains of a large settlement with
handmade ceramics of the same type. Among the fragments, there are sherds with a
wavy ornament or small indentations on the rim. Pieces of iron slag were also found.

42 Ibid. P. 1-9.
43 Funds Department of the Uman Museum of Local Lore. File 1368. P. 56.
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Uman-2 settlement. The settlement was discovered by H. Khraban in 1963. There
was evidence of an ancient dwelling with unornamented fragments of handmade
ware, similar to the finds at Pikivets settlement, which is located 2 km to the
northwest. Pieces of iron slag and some fragments of Trypillia ceramics were also
found there.

CONCLUSIONS

The study of Hryhorii Yukhymovych Khraban’s personal archive materials, which
are stored in the State Archives of Cherkasy Oblast, and the notes of his
archaeological explorations stored in the Scientific Archives of the Institute of
Archeology of the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine and Uman Museum of
Local Lore, leads to the following conclusions. The achievements of the scholar in the
archaeological study of a particular region, the discovery of many settlements, their
passportization, mapping of the archaeological cultural site finds location, the
provision of the necessary material for Uman Museum of Local Lore and the Institute
of Archeology of the Academy of Sciences of the Ukrainian SSR, and presentation of
the research results in the mass media put Hryhorii Khraban among the most famous
archaeologists of Ukraine. His research activities were highly appreciated by scholars
of the Institutes of Archeology of the Ukrainian SSR and the USSR, and foreign
scientific institutions and organizations. The scholar’s name is included in all
bibliographic indexes on archeology published in Ukraine since the 1960s44. Leading
experts of the Institute of Archeology of the Academy of Sciences of the Ukrainian SSR
emphasized that the research work of H. Khraban was important not only for the
history of Uman region. It went far beyond the boundaries of local history work and
was of great scientific importance*s.

The merit of H.Khraban as an archaeologist lies primarily in the fact that he
helped to study the continuity in the settling of Uman region territory, as a historical
and geographical region of the central part of Ukraine, from very ancient times. His
studies, carried out in the western part of Cherkasy oblast, made it possible to come
to a scientifically based conclusion that starting from the Paleolithic period and up to
the middle of the 1st millennium CE the entire current territory of Right Bank Ukraine
was a densely populated region.
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Fig. 1. Map of monuments of Cherniakhiv culture and Slavs on the territory of Uman region
(fragments of archeological map. 01.11.1962).
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Fig.2

fig. 3

Fig. 2-3. Ornamented ceramics from the Babanka burial ground of the Cherniakhiv period.
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Fig. 4. Roman silver dinars: 1 - Faustina the Elder (Yurkivka settlement); 2 - Antony Pius
(Polianets settlement); 3 - Faustina the Younger, 4 - Septimiy Severus (Babanka settlement);
5 - Roman copper coin (Palanka settlement); 6 - copper Bosporus stater of Tehran
(Tomashivka settlement).
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Fig. 5. Scheme of Early Slavic monuments of the second half of the 1st millennium AD.

(I - settlement of Penkivka type; Il - individual fragments of Penkivka type ceramics)

1 - Pikovets; 2-6 - Uman; 7 - Palanka; 8 - Sobkivka; 9 - Moshuriv; 10 - Maidanetske;
11 - Talalaivka; 12 - Oradivka; 13-14 - Tit; 15 - Onions; 16 - Dzengelivka.
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Fig. 6. Ceramics from the Pikivets settlement:
1 - pottery, 2-6 - stucco.

Fig. 7. Pikivets settlement of Uman raion:
1 - iron scythe, 2-13 - shards with wavy ornament, 14 - biconical spinning wheel (clay),
15 - cylindrical spinning wheel (clay).



