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ABSTRACT

As a result of field surveys of the last years, the new site of Holercani-Hansca
cultural group - Andreevca-l settlement has been found. The purpose of this
research paper is the characteristics of the mentioned site and the interim results of
its study.

Results. Andreevca-l settlement is located in Orhei raion of the Republic of
Moldova, at the lands of Chiperceni Community. The site is located 0.38 km northeast
of the village of Andreevca and 0.28 km northwest of the pond of the village of
Andreevca; on the left bank of the stream Vorotet. The settlement is located on a
smooth slope. The land area of the settlement along the line North-West-South-East is
100x200 m. Fragments of ceramics, bones of animals, pieces of burnt clay, and
different stones, some of them with traces of processing, were found on the plowed
surface. The settlement is multilayered. The ceramics of the Late Bronze Age prevail
in the materials of the settlement. It is associated with Holercani-Hansca cultural
group (12th - 10t century BCE), interim between the cultures of the early Hallstatt,
and the Late Bronze Age.

According to O.G. Levitskiy, Holercani-Hansca group fills the gap between the
cultural formations of Pre-Babadag and Tamaoani type and Balta group of sites of the
Late Bronze Age. In addition, Hallstatt horizon with prevailing incised ceramics,
which can be conventionally called Tamaoani-Holercani-Balta, is distinguished.
Chronological framework of this horizon according to analogues of Balta group and
Tamaoani can be the end of the 12th — 10th century BCE. The closest analogues to this
cultural formation could be the cultures of the Lower Danube region - Sihleanu,
Tamaoani, Pre-Babadag, Babadag-I, and early Belozerka culture sites, including Balta
group of the Late Bronze Age. The role of Chisinau-Corlateni type sites, of which
Holercani-Hansca group had got a number of material borrowings while forming its
cultural entity, is doubtless.

Keywords: cultural group Holercani-Hansca, Andreevca-l, settlement, ceramics,
surface, Bronze Age
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AHOTALIA

BHac/1i[0K MOJIbOBUX A0C/i/)KEHb OCTAHHIX POKIB BUSIBJIEHO HOBY MaM ITKY KyJbTYPHOI
rpynu XoJsiepkaHb-XaHCKa — noceseHHA AHJpeiBka-I. Memoiwo cmammi € XapaKTepHUCTHKA
3a3Ha4veHOoi NaM’'TKU Ta NiAOUTTS NPOMIXXHUX MiJCYMKIB 1OT0 JOC/TiJKEHHSI.

Pe3yavmamu. [locenenus AugpeiBka | 3HaxoguTbhes B OpreiBcbkoMy paiioHi Pecny6utiku
MosizoBa, Ha 3emusax KoMyHU KinepyeHb. [lamM’iTHHK posTamoBaHuii 3a 0,38 kM Ha
MiBHIYHUH CXiJ BiJ cesa AHJpeiBKa, i 3a 0,28 km Ha [1H3x BifA WITYy4yHOro BoJOMMHUILLA ceJa
AHpipeiBka, Ha JiiBoMy Gepesi ctpymka BopoTtensp. IlocesieHHs1 po3TanioBaHe Ha I0OJIOTOMY
cxuJi. [loma nocesieHHs JiiHi€0 MiBHIYHUY 3axifg — miBgeHHUH cxig ctaHoBUTH 100x200 M.
Ha posopaniii moBepxHi 3ycTpidasuca ¢parMeHTH KepaMikKd, KiCTKH TBapWH, MIMATKH
obmnasieHol IJIMHM, Pi3HiI KaMeHi, AefKi i3 ciaigjamMu 06po6kwu. [loceneHHs GaratomapoBe. Y
MaTepiaJlax IIOCEeJIEeHHSI IepeBaka€e KepaMiKa Mi3HbOi OGpoOH30BOi 406HM, MOB’s3aHa 3
KyJbTypHOW rpymnoto XosiepkaHb-XaHcka (XII-XcT. o H.e.), IPOMIXKHOIO MiX KyJbTypaMu
Pannboro l'anbiraty Ta [1isHb0ro 6poH30BOrO BiKY.

3a BusHaveHHsaM O.T'. JleBunbkoro, rpyna XoJiepkaHb-XaHCKa 3allOBHIOE MPOTaJIMHY MiX
KyJIbTYPHUMH yTBOpeHHsAMU Ty [Ipe6abajar i TemeoaHb Ta basTchKoi0 rpynoio naMm’siTok
ernoxu ni3Hboi 6poH3u. [Ipu 1bOMY BUAINSETHCS TraJbIITATCHKUNA FTOPU30HT 3 IEPEBAXKAIOYO0I0
MPOKpEeCJeHO KepaMiKol, Ky YMOBHO MOXHa Ha3BaTu TeMmeoaHb-XoJsiepkaH-bBasra.
XpOHOJIOTIYHMMHA PaMKaMHU [JAaHOTO TFOPU30HTY 3a aHaJ/IOriIMM 3 BalTCBKOIO Tpynorw Ta
Temeoanp MOXyTb OyTH KiHenp XII - XcT. g0 H.e. HallbamxkyuMu aHaJIOTiIsIMA JJaHOMY
KyJIbTYPHOMY VTBOPEHHIO MOXYTb OyTH KyabTypu Hwmxkuboro IloayHaB’'st - Cuxseany,
Temeoans, [Ipe6abamar, babagar-1 i panHi 6i/03epcbKi maM’ATHUKH, 30KpeMa i basTcbka
rpymna enoxu misHboi 6poH3u. be3nepeyHa posib nam’sitok tuny KummHey-Kopserens, Bij
SAKUX rpymna XaHcka-XoJepKaHb Ma€ HU3KY MaTepiaJlbHUX 3aM103U4eHb y GOPMYBaHHi JJaHOTrO
KyJIbTYPHOTO YTBOPEHHS.

Kawuosi caoea: xynbTypHa rpyna XoJepKaHb-XaHCKa, AHJpeiBka-I, moceseHHf,
KepaMika, TOBepXHs, 6pOH30BHH BiK

INTRODUCTION

The north-eastern periphery of the steppe zone of the Republic of Moldova closely
coincides with the conventional line of the boundary steppe and forest-steppe,
marked in the direction of Dubasari-Chisinau-Hincesti-Leova. The study of the
materials of this borderland, including already well-known sites of the Final Bronze
Age - the Early Iron Age Holercani-Hansca, Calfa, Cosnita, Balabanesti, Hansca,
Zaicana, Petrunea, etc., attributed either to Belozerka culture or to the fluted Hallstatt
of Chisinau type, makes it possible to identify a new 'buffer' horizon formed at the
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confluence of Belozerka and Chisinau-Corlateni cultures!. In its turn, this cultural
horizon is a link between the sites of Belozerka culture and Balta group dated to
Belozerka time on the territory of Odesa oblast of Ukraine on the Dniester left
riverside?, as well as in the Buh-Dniester interfluve. A new group of sites,
characterized by ceramics with incised and fluted ornaments, was called Holercani-
Hansca3. The same predominantly polished, ornamented ware is also characteristic of
Balta cultural group of the Late Bronze Age sites*.

Sites of Holercani-Hansca cultural formation occupy areas located on the
conventional borderland of the steppe and forest-steppe of the Prut-Dniester
interfluve. On the modern map of the Republic of Moldova, the zone where it is
spread is localized in the districts of Yaloveni, Hincesti, Anenii Noi, Criuleni, Orhei,
Dubasari, partially extending to the Left Bank Dniester region - Cosnita, Pohrebea
(Fig. 1, 2).

The settlements of this cultural formation occupied low forelands, bends of the
ravine-gully system, and above floodplain terraces. The thickness of the cultural layer
is 0.6-1.4 m. The presence of ground-based dwellings is assumed, there are semi-
dugouts in Calfa. The funeral rite, most likely, performed underground burials,
according to the materials of the burial ground near the village of Hansca (Yaloveni
raion, Moldova)5. However, as a result of recent years research, a mound burial rite
can be assumedé.

RESULTS OF THE STUDY

As a result of the field surveys of recent years, a new site of this cultural group has
been found. Andreevca-l settlement is located in Orhei raion of the Republic of
Moldova, at the lands of Chiperceni Community’. The site is located 0.38 km
northeast of the village of Andreevca and 0.28 km northwest of the pond of the village
of Andreevca; on the left bank of the stream Vorotet (fig. 1, 1). The settlement is
located on the smooth hill slope, and it is crossed by the road from the village of
Vorotet to the village of Andreevca. The land area of the settlement along the line
North-West-South-East is approximately 100x200 m. The fragments of ceramics,

1 Levitki 0. Grupul Hansca-Holercani. Aspectul Pruto-Nistrean al complexului hallstatian timpuriu cu
ceramica incizatd // Relation thraco-illiro-helleniques, Actes du XIV Simpozium International de
Thracologie. Baile Herculanum-Bucuresti, 1994. P. 219.

2 Banyyzoe B.Il. BanTckas rpynna naMsiTHUKOB 3M0XH I034Hel 6poH3bl // MaTepuaJibl 10 apXeoJIoTuy
CeBepo-3anagHoro [IpuyepHomopsd. Kues, 1983. C. 88-101; Banyyzoe B.I1. besiosepckye NaMATHUKU B
CeBepo-3anagHoM [IpudyepHomopse. Kues, 1990. C. 37-39.

3 Jlesuykuti 0. K Bompocy 0 paHHerajJbLITaTCKOM TOPU30HTE C NpPOYEpPYEeHHOM KepaMHKOH B
JHectpoBcko-IlpyTckom mexaypeube // [Ipo6iembl apxeosioruu CeBepHoro [IpuyepHOMOpbsi. XepcoH,
1990. C. 6-8; Levitki O. Grupul Hansca-Holercani... P. 219-221.

4 Banuyeoe B.IIl. Packonku mocesjieHHs No3JHero 6GpoH3oBoro Beka banra B lOxHOM Ilo6yxbe//
JpeBHoctu CeBepo-3anagHoro [IpuyepHomopsea. Kues, 1981. C. 71-83.

5 Jlesuykuti O.I'. TlorpebeHue paHHero »eJIe3HOro BeKa y c. XaHcka // Apxeosiorudeckue HccieoBanus
B MosizaBuu 1981 r. Kumunues, 1985. C. 125-128.

6 AgynvHukos C., Ilawa B., Ilonosuy C. OXpaHHble HCC/Ae0BAaHUSA pPaHHEraJbIUTATCKOTO MOTHJIbHHKA
Mamukaynp-3aBepHa B 2011r. // CrapoxutHocTti CremoBoro I[IpudopHomops i Kpumy. Bum. XVI
3anopoxbe, 2012. C. 150-167.

7 Bodean S.,, Popovici S., Mistreanu E. Fisa de sit arheologic Andreevca-1 // Arhiva Agentia Nationala
Arheologica. 2015, nr. 271; Agulnicov S. Orizontul cultural Holercani-Hanscain situl multistratigrafic
Andreevka-], r-1 Orhei // Arheologie Interdiciplinara, metode, studii, rezults. Orhei: Vechi, 2022. P. 91-
92.
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Fig. 1. Andreevca-I, the general layout of the settlement
1. (for Bodean et al. 2015). 2. Map of Holercani-Hanska sites (for Levitki 1994),
I - Tamaoani culture sites, Il - Holercani-Hansca culture sites, I1I - Balta cultural group sites.
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Fig. 2. Andreevca-I. Ceramics. Photo.
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Fig. 3. Andreevca-1. Conventional tableware.

bones of animals, pieces of burnt clay, and different stones, some of them with traces
of processing, were found on the plowed surface. The settlement is multilayered.
During a surface survey, a small amount of the materials associated with Cucuteni-
Trypillia and Cherniakhiv-Syntana-de-Mures cultures were collected. Meanwhile, the
ceramics of the Late Bronze Age prevail in the artefactual remains associated with
Holercani-Hansca cultural group.

Ceramics: ceramics collected at the settlement of Holercani-Hansca culture near
the village of Andreevca could be divided into 2 categories: conventional tableware
and conventional cookingware (fig. 2;3;4).
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Conventional tableware:

[. Beakers. 1. A fragment of a thin-walled polished beaker with a rounded body
and a cylindrical neck with a slightly outturned and distinguished rim (fig. 3, 1; 3, 2).
The surface is well polished; the polishing is horizontal. Outer and inner surfaces are
grey. At the fracture site, the fabric is grey, well-elutriated, and homogeneous.

2. A fragment of a beaker with a rounded body, gradually widening towards the
body and a cylindrical neck; the rim is not preserved (fig.3, 3). The transition from
the body to the neck is marked with a deepened polished groove. The outer surface is
grey-brown and well-polished. The inner surface is grey and smoothed.

3. Fragment of a beaker with a rounded body and a cylindrical neck (fig. 3, 1). The
transition from the body to the neck is made in the form of a small ledge marked with
a polished groove. The outer surface is grey-yellow and thoroughly polished. The
inner surface is grey-yellow, smoothed. At the fracture site, the fabric is black with
impurities of finely ground chamotte.

4. A fragment of a beaker with a body (reconstructed) as spherical, the neck,
possibly vertical, is separated from the body with an impressed ledge (fig. 3, 4).

II. Bowls. 1. There is a fragment of a bowl with an incurving mouth (fig. 3, 11). The
edge of the mouth is decorated with three (?) rows of vertical flutings. The surface is
polished, of grey-yellow color. At the fracture site, the fabric is grey-yellow with
impurities of ground grit and chamotte.

2. A fragment of a bowl (the edge of the mouth) is pointed with a flat, horizontally
smoothed rim, evenly cut (fig. 3, 8). The surface is dark grey and slightly polished.

3. Fragment of a bowl with concave walls (fig. 3, 9). The mouth is obliquely cut
inwards. The outer surface is light grey and slightly polished. The inner surface is
dark grey, smoothed. There are traces of horizontal smoothing. At the fracture site,
the fabric is black with impurities of finely ground chamotte.

[II. Cups. 1. A fragment of a jar-shaped cup with straight vertical walls and an
obliquely cut and polished edge of the mouth (fig. 3, 5). The outer surface is grey-
yellow, carefully polished, the inner surface is also grey-yellow, has the traces of
horizontal polishing.

2. A fragment of a cup rim (small beaker?) with a short, straight neck; the edge of
the mouth is smoothed and rounded (fig. 3, 10). The outer surface is well polished
and yellow-brown. The inner surface is grey-yellow and smoothed. At the fracture
site, the fabric is grey-yellow with impurities of chamotte.

Conventional cookingware:

Conventional cookingware from Andreevca settlement is represented by pots of 5
types:

1. Pots ornamented with a roller. A fragment of a pot stands out having straight
walls, slightly widening towards the body, ornamented along the neck with 2 rollers,
one of which is dissected with deepened notches, where straight and oblique notches
alternate (fig. 4, 1). The distance between the notches varies within 1.5-2 cm on the
upper roller; the roller has a pointed edge. The lower roller is also dissected, but only
with vertical notches. The roller-shaped rim is outturned and smoothed. The surface
is grey-brown and smoothed. The inner surface is grey, slightly smoothed, and rough.
At the fracture site, the fabric is black with impurities of coarsely ground chamotte.

2. Pots with straight walls, ornamented with 2 rollers, dissected and solid. At the
same time, a solid roller is much thinner than a dissected one (fig. 4, 2). The upper

Eminak, 2023, 2 (42)
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Fig. 4. Andreevca-I. Conventional cookingware.

roller has a pointed edge. The outer surface is slightly smoothed, and grey-yellow,
while the inner surface is grey, with traces of horizontal scratches with a bunch of
grass. At the fracture site, the fabric is black with impurities of coarsely ground
chamotte.

3. Pots with rounded, widening towards the middle of the body, ornamented with
two rollers, thinned and acute-angled in cross-section (fig. 4, 3). The outer surface is
grey-yellow and slightly smoothed. The inner surface is dark grey; there are
horizontal scratches made with a bunch of grass. At the fracture site, the fabric is two-
layered; closer to the outer surface it is engobed, grey-yellow, then black with
impurities of finely ground chamotte and grit.
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4. Pots with a distinct neck, gradually turning into a rounded body (fig. 4, 6). The
surface is light-orange and well-polished. The inner surface is grey and smoothed. At
the fracture site, the fabric is black with impurities of finely ground chamotte.

5. Unornamented pots of small proportions with a short cylindrical neck (fig. 4, 4).
In some cases, on the neck, there are traces of vertical scratching made with a bunch
of grass. The outer surface is polished, yellow-brown or grey-brown. At the fracture
site, the fabric is yellow-brown and homogeneous without visible impurities.

6. Jar-shaped vessels with a roller-shaped distinct rim and straight walls (fig. 4, 5).
Inner and outer surfaces are grey. At the fracture site, the fabric is dark grey with
impurities of finely ground chamotte.

Ceramics of Holercani-Hansca group are traditionally divided into tableware and
cookingware. Cookingware is represented by pots with a barely outlined or well-
distinct neck, having applied dissected rollers, solid horizontal grooves, rows of finger
impressions, and pots with a barely marked neck, having applied dissected and
smooth rollers, as well as rows of nail impressions. There are straight-walled jar-
shaped vessels having a smooth dissected roller in the upper part, finger impressions,
non-through punctures, and also large pithos-shaped vessels and the ones looked like
large pots.

Tableware is represented by a wide variety of shapes and types of ornamentation.
There is a large number of ladles with a distinguished low neck, a body of reduced
proportions, sometimes with a protruding rib, and a vertical loop-like handle
separated from the edge of the rim. The ladles are ornamented with one or three
incised horizontal grooves, below which there are vertical or oblique incised grooves
in combination with protrusions-volutes. A large series includes bowls with incurving
rim, decorated with oblique flutings along the edge, while horizontal flutings are less
commons,

CONCLUSIONS

Ceramic material collected near the village of Andreevca fully corresponds to the
main types of ware peculiar to Holercani-Hansca cultural formation.

According to O.G. Levitskiy, Holercani-Hansca group fills the gap between the
cultural formations of Pre-Babadag and Tamaoani type and Balta group of sites of the
Late Bronze Age. In addition, Hallstatt horizon with prevailing incised ceramics,
which can be conventionally called Tamaoani-Holercani-Balta, is distinguished®.
Chronological framework of this horizon according to analogues with Balta group and
Tamaoani can be the end of the 12th — 10th century BCE. The closest analogues to this
cultural formation could be the cultures of the Lower Danube region - Sihleanu,
Tamaoani, Pre-Babadag, Babadag-119, and early Belozerka culture sites, including
Balta group of the Late Bronze Age. The role of Chisinau-Corlateni type sites, of which
Holercani-Hansca group had got a number of material borrowings while forming its
cultural entity, is doubtless.

8 Jlesuykuii O.I'". IlorpeGeHue paHHEro »eJie3Horo Beka y c. XaHcka // ApxeoJiorndyeckre HccienoBaHus
B MosizaBuu 1981 r. Kumunes, 1985. C. 127.

9 Levitki O. Grupul Hansca-Holercani... P. 232.

10 Morintz S. Contrbutii arheologice la istorie tracilor timpuriu. 1.Epoca bronzului in spatiul
Carpatobalcanic. Bucuresti: ARSR, 1978. P. 120, 131.
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