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PRESERVATION OF THE UKRAINIANS’ SPIRITUAL HERITAGE
IN THE CONDITIONS OF RUSSIAN-UKRAINIAN WAR

The putin’s regime does not hide its goal — the destruction of Ukrainian statehood — in
the current aggressive war of Russia against Ukraine. The enemies voice the task of putin’s
Russia — to eradicate Ukrainian identity, that is to annihilate people speaking their native
language, preserving their ancient customs, rites and traditions, their religion, the people
who creates an original culture with the national heritage.

We have a rich spiritual heritage. It is the basis, the foundation of the indomitable national
spirit. Just the national spirit, rooted in traditional heritage, unites Ukrainian society and is
the spiritual base of our safety.

Ukraine is on fire. This image is not new in our history. Ukrainians have survived
more than one war, experienced Holodomors, many migrations and emigrations, numerous
economic, cultural and educational experiments, but preserve their national identity, because
they have a millennial (centuries-old) spiritual and cultural heritage.

Today, in the conditions of savage, barbaric destruction of our cities and villages, burning
of territories to ashes, torture and murder of civilians, the Soviet rhetoric of russia about the
fraternal people and language has been changed. The muscovite rhetoric of the 19th century,
as told by Taras Shevchenko in The Great Vault mystery play has been returned: ”The
Muscovite, too, no beginner! / He knows just how to warm his fingers. / I may be fierce —
but all the same / I cannot bring to pass that/ Which in Ukraine the Muscovites / Are
doing to the Cossacks. / Now look! They will print a decree soon: / «By God’s abounding
Mercy, / Both you are Ours and all is Ours...”.

We have a clear motivation to preserve the national spiritual heritage, to popularize
it. Ukrainian language is an important marker of spiritual values today. It is a tool for
communication of modern diplomats, politicians, statesmen, military figures, the language
of science, education, multifaceted culture. Just these functions of the Ukrainian language
pose a threat to russia. The state-empire has agreed to the existence of the language of
entertaining Ukrainian humor, on the background of which the social prestige of the russian
language and, accordingly, the russian world is rising. The language in the time of war is,
literally, a weapon, as it is the first sign of distinction between own and foreign, which is a
significant research problem for modern linguists.

It is important that as a result of the military and crisis events those have taken place
and continue in Ukraine till nowadays, interfaith unity and cooperation of churches of
different faiths are confirmed. Such cohesion occurs mainly during the period of martial law
in the state. The institute of military chaplaincy is developed and strengthened under the
circumstances.

Currently 90—130 positions of military clergymen (chaplains) are registered in the ranks
of the Armed Forces of Ukraine officially (under the concluded agreement). They have not
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got military ranks and belong to different denominations — Orthodox Church of Ukraine,
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, Ukrainian Orthodox Church, Ukrainian Evangelical
Church, Tabernacle Church of Christians of Evangelical Faith. According to chaplains’
evidences, there are no interfaith contradictions during the war period, spiritual assistance is
provided to those who need it, regardless of religion. Also, everyone is welcome to join the
celebration of religious holidays (Christmas, Easter, Trinity, Feast of the Saviour, Assumption,
Intercession, etc.).

Today’s struggle for statehood and freedom has not only united Ukrainian society, but also
aroused a demand and great interest in ethnogenesis, ethnic history and culture, language,
religion. Therefore, it is now necessary to intensify efforts concerning the moral and spiritual
filling of society. The task of the Ukrainian ethnos is to rehabilitate Ukraine and at the same
time consolidate the nation, promote the unceasing development of historical consciousness,
revival, preservation and popularization of Ukrainian spiritual heritage.

3BEPEKEHHSI Y XOBHOI CIIAJIIUMHYA YKPATHIIIB B YMOBAX
POCINCBKO-YKPATHCBKOI BINHH

Y cyuacHhiit arpecuBHi#l BiliHi pocii mpotu YKpaiHu MyTiHCbKUH PEXKUM HE TTPUXOBYE CBOET
METU — 3HUINEHHST yKpaiHCbKOi jiep:kaBHOCTI. Boporu 03By4ylOTb 3aBJaHHS TYTiHCHKOI PO-
cii — BUKOpiHNTH YKpaiHCBKY iZIEHTUYHICTD, TOOTO 3HUIUTH HAPOJ, SIKUI PO3MOBJISIE CBOEIO
MOBOIO, 30epirae cBoi AaBHi 3BUYai, oOpSI/ M I TpauIlii, CBOIO PeJiriio; Hapo/, AKWIl TBOPUTH
CBOEIO HAIIOHAJIBHOIO CHAIITHOI0 CaMOGYTHIO KYJIbTYPY.

Maemo Garary nyXoBHY cmamuHy. BoHa — ocHOBa, GyHIaMeHT HE3JTaMHOCTi HAPOHOTO
nyxy. Came HapojHUI AyX, 3aKOPiHEHUU y TPaJUIliliHili cajIuHi, €1HAE YKPaiHCbKe CyC-
MiJIbCTBO i CTAHOBUTD yXOBHUI (DyHIAAMEHT HAINO1 Oe3MeKH.

Ykpaina 6 oeni — 1eii 06pas He HOBUI y Haliii icTopii. YKpaiHili BUTpUMAIN He OIHY
BiliHy, mepesxusm [omomomopu, GaraTo Mirpariii i eMirpaitiif, YMCJIeHHNX €KOHOMIYHUX i KyJIb-
TYPHO-OCBITHIX eKCTIepUMEHTiB, aJjie 30eperyin CBOI HAIliOHAJbHY ieHTUYHICTb, 60 MaloTh
TACSAYOJITHIO Ty XOBHO-KYJBTYPHY CHAIINHY.

Cporosiai, B yMOBax JIMKOTrO, BapBAPCbKOTO 3HUINEHHST HAIKUX MICT i CiJ, BUTAJIEHHS Te-
pUTOPiii, KaTyBaHb i BOMBCTB IMBIJIBHOTO HACEJIE€HHS, 3MiHUJIACS PaJSHCbKA PUTOPUKA POCii
npo «OpartHiii» Hapoj i fioro moBy. lloBepHysmacs MockoBcbka putopuka XIX cT., mpo sKy
MoBHUTBCS B Mictepii Tapaca IlleBuenka «Bemmkuit n1box»: «Ta i mockanv neszipwa wmyxa: /
[Jobpe emic epimu pyxu! / I s moma, a ece-maxu / Toeo ne 3ymiro, / Illo mockanri ¢ Yxpa-
i / 3 xozaxamu ditomo.,/ Omo yxas naoprokyioms: / <Ilo murocmi Boxiu, / I eu nawi,
i 6ce Hawe...».

Maemo diTKy MoTuBatlifo 36epekKeHHs HaIiOHAJIbHOI JAYXOBHOI CIAINWHW, TIOMYJISPHU3Y-
BaHH# ii. Bask/JuBUM MapKepoM /yXOBHUX I[iHHOCTEH CbOTO/IHI € YKpaiHCbKa MOBAa — iHCTPY-
MEHT CIIJIKYBaHHSI Cy4YaCHUX JUILJIOMATiB, TOJITUKIB, Jep:KaBHUX, BIICbKOBUX [isi4iB, MOBa
HayK#, ocBiTH, 6Gararorpannoi KyabTypu. Came 1i (yHKIIIT yKpaiHCbKOI MOBHM 3aTrpOKyIOTh
pocii. /lepskaBa-imMmiepisi 1morojpkyBaJiacsi Ha iCHyBaHHSI MOBU PO3Ba’KaJbHOTO YKPAiTHCHKOTO
ryMOpY, Ha TJIi AKOI0 BUBEPLIYBAJIACA COLliaJibHA IIPECTUKHICTD «A3UKa» 1 BIJAIOBIAHO «pycC-
ckoro mipa». Came MOBa B 4ac BiliHU — Ile, Y IPSIMOMY 3HaueHHi, 30p0si, OCKiJIbKU € TIEPIIOI0
O3HAKOI0 PO3Pi3HEHHS €81l — Uy KUll, MO € BAXXJIMBOIO TTPOOIEMOIO TOCiPKEHHS MOBO3HABITIB
CYy4aCHOCT].

BasxksuBuM € Te, MO BHACTI/IOK BOEHHUX i KPU30BUX MO/iH, AKi BifOyBancd il TPUBAIOTD
Joteriep B YKpaiHi, 3acBifueno MikkoH(eciline efHAHHA Ta CITiBIIpaIlsd 1ePKOB Pi3HUX Bipoc-
noBifanb. Take 3rypTyBaHHS Bi/IOyBa€THCS TEPEBAYKHO 11/ YaC BOEHHOTO CTaHy B JiepskaBi. 3a
TaKUX OOCTaBUH PO3BUBAETHCS Ta 3MIITHIOETHCS iHCTUTYT BifiChKOBOTO KalleJaHCTBA.

Huni B naBax 36poiinnx Cua Ykpainn odiniiino (3a ykaageHuM J0roBopoM) 3apeecTpo-
Baro 90—130 moca BificbKOBUX CBsITIEHHOCTYKuUTe B (Kanenanis). BoHu He MaTh BifichbKO-
BUX 3BaHb i HaJexkaTb A0 pisHuxX KoHdeciit — [IpaBociaBHOi 1IepkBu YKpainu, YKpaiHCBKOT
I'PEKO-KATOJUIIBKOI TIePKBH, YKpaiHCbKOI TTPaBOCJaBHOI MEPKBHU, YKPaiHCbKOI €BAaHTEIbCHKOT
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nepkBH, llepkBu xpuctusia Bipu eBaHTeabCbKOi «CKUHIS». 3i CBiueHb KameJaHiB, Ha BilfHi
He BUHUKAIOTHh MisKKOH(MECiiiHi TPOTUPivUs; AYXOBHY JOMOMOTY OTPUMYIOTH Ti, XTO TOTpebye,
He3aJIe’KHO Bijl BipocnoBifanHs. Takox yci oxoui JoJydaloTbes /10 BiJI3HAUEHHST PesiriiHnx
car (PisgBa, Bemukomna, Tpiiini, Cnaca, Ycminnga, Ilokposn ta im.).

Croropuinmasa 6opotbba 3a Aep:KaBHICTL i cBOOOAYy He Jjmiie o0’e/HaTa yKpaiHCbKe Cyc-
MiJTbCTBO, a W BUKJWKAJA 3alUT Ta HeaOMAKWI iHTepec 0 eTHOTeHe3y, eTHiYHOi icTopii Ta
KyJbTYpH, MOBH, pesirii. Tomy came Terep moTpiOGHO aKTUBI3yBaTH 3YCHUJI/ISA 100 MOPATHHOTO
il TyXOBHOTO HAITIOBHEHHS COIiyMYy. 3aBAaHHS YKPaiHCBKOTO eTHOCY — peabimiTyBaTn YKpainy
il BOIHOYAC KOHCOJIZIyBaTH HaIlilo, COpUATH 6e3yIMHHOMY PO3BUTKY iCTOPMYHOI CBiJIOMOCTI,
BiIPOKEHHIO, 306epeKeHHIO i momyasgpu3salii yKpaiHCbKoi 1y XOBHOT CITaIIHI.
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