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In the current context, research is mostly done by research groups. Unlike
formal research institutions (laboratories, institutes, universities), informal unions
of researchers around the leaders who could generate new ideas and ensure their
implementation proved to be most effective. This is what the Lviv school of oncology,
founded in 1945 by Professor H. P. Kovtunovych, developed by his disciple Professor
A. I Hnatyshak, and kept up by their followers B. T. Bilynsky, V. R. Savran, T. H.
Fetsych, N. A. Volodko, Yu. M. Sternuik and others, is like. Professor H. P. Kovtunovych
carried on the traditions of his Teacher M. M. Petrov that consisted in an integral
combination of clinical practice and deep understanding of theoretical oncology. He
was interested in the problems of theoretical and clinical oncology. Many specialists
know his investigations on tumor etiology (the impact of radiation factor), radiation
therapy and surgical treatment methods, particularly ablastics and antiblastics. The
most prominent representatives of Professor H. P. Kovtunovychy's Lviv school of
oncology include Professor A. 1. Hnatyshak, doctor of medical sciences V. D. Keleman,
Professor A. M. Serednytskyi, Professor B. V. Kacharovskyi, and Professor H. A.
Ivashkevych, and others. He prompted one of his youngest colleagues, B. Bilynsky, to
engage into the research of postoperative tumor relapse.Further history of the Lviv
school of oncology is tightly connected with the name of Professor Anatoliy Ivanovych
Hnatyshak. He graduated from the Lviv Medical Institute in 1940. After the WWII,
Anatoliy Hnatyshak returned to his Alma Mater as a teacher. It was already at that
time that he started a serious research at Professor Kovtunovych's department. In
1950, he presented his candidate dissertation entitled “Cancer and tuberculosis”.
In 1959, he presented his doctoral dissertation entitled “Thyroid cancer”. Using its
materials, he published a monograph in 1963, for many years, it remained the only
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book on the topic in the former USSR.The following persons have become prominent
representatives of his school of oncology under Professor A. I. Hnatyshak's leadership:
Professor B. T. Bilynsky, Professor V. R. Savran, Professor V. I. Dryzhak, Professor V.
M. Masliak, Professor R. D. Huliayeva, candidate of medical sciences R. I. Sendetska,
candidate of medical sciences L. R. Kryshtalska, candidate of medical sciences M.
T. Kordoba, candidate of medical sciences D. S. Kaystrukova, candidate of medical
sciences Z. A. Sluzhynska and others. From 1986 to 2004 the department of oncology
was chaired by Professor H. P. Kovtunovych's and Professor A. I. Hnatyshak's disciple
B. T. Bilynsky, doctor of medical sciences (1972), professor (1978), honored master of
sciences and engineering of Ukraine (1994), and an academician of the Academy of
Sciences of Higher Education of Ukraine (1993). He promoted democratic reformation
of the healthcare system in Lviv region, co-authored the project of reorganization of
the first Ukrainian hospice, and developed and implemented a screening system for
early diagnostics of cancer among the employees of big industrial enterprises. He is
the author of over 500 publications including 11 monographs and 3 textbooks, among
them the book “Oncology”. It is the first textbook in this area for doctors and students
written in Ukrainian (it was republished four times — in 1992, 1998, 2004, and 2007)
and summarizes the educational experience of the department. He also prepared the
manual “Modern schemes of polychemotherapy of the main diseases in adults and
children”. He was the advisor of 5 doctors and 22 candidates of medical sciences,
including Professor Ya. M. Romanyshyn, Professor T. H. Fetsych, Professor Sterniuk,
doctor of medical sciences O. O. Halay, doctor of medical sciences N. A. Volodko,
Professor O. V. Lukavetskyy, O. V. Shyriy, Ya. V. Shparyk, V. A. Dukach, Yu. Yu. Oliynyk,
T B. Kachmar, V. V. Savran, M. M. Mryglotsky, N. O. Lukavetskyy, S. V. Prymak and
others.

Over the last 5 years, under the supervision of Professor Bilynsky's disciple
Professor T. H. Fetsych, the department of oncology of the Danylo Halytsky Lviv
National University has been actively involved into the elaboration of the new methods
and techniques of treatment of locally advanced forms of cancer with different
localization, which is proven by the articles and patents on application of intraoperative
hyperthermic intraperitoneal chemoperfusion for treatment of patients with stomach
cancer accompanied by peritoneal sarcomatosis, as well as on application of
hyperthermic intraperitoneal chemoperfusion in cases of chemoresistant ovary cancer;
the search for prognostic factors in esophagus and cardia surgery; the study of the role
of separate cell-molecular factors of the micro-surrounding in progressing of malignant
tumors of the female reproductive system. The Lviv school of oncology is broader than
the department of the same name. It has been uniting the staff of the base institution,
Lviv State Oncology Regional Treatment and Diagnostics Center (LSORTDC), where
candidates of medical sciences D. S. Kaystrukova, M. M. Yolych, R. I. Sendetska, R.
M. Tsiolko, and 1. H. Hipp have been working. The head of the department of head
and neck tumors O. O. Halay presented his doctoral dissertation. A number of doctors
keep doing their research. The head of the department of chemotherapy, docent
and candidate of medical sciences Ya. V. Shparyk has established cooperation with
counterpart institutions in Europe and the USA. Due to this, one of the most powerful
centers of chemotherapy in Ukraine has been established. The center of chemotherapy
cooperated with the researchers from the Institute of Hematology and Transfusiology,
the candidate of medical sciences V. M. Matlan and doctor of medical sciences N.
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L Kitsera, whose doctoral dissertation was dedicated to hereditary tumors. The Lviv
school of oncology has been cooperating closely with oncologists from out capital city.
B. T. Bilynsky is a professor emeritus of the R. E. Kavetskyi Institute of Experimental
Pathology, Oncology, and Radiobiology of the National Academy of Sciences of
Ukraine.
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! Jlvsiecokuti nayionanbnuti meouunul ynigepcumem imeni JJanuna Ianuyoko2o
JIveie, Vkpaina
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JIvsiscoka naykosa wkona onkonozie sacnosana 1945 p. npogpecopom I'Il. Kos-
MyHOogUYeM, peanizosana 1o2o yunem npogecopom A.l. [namuwarom i npoodosicena
ix nocrioosnukamu b. T. Binuncoxum, B.P. Cagpanom, T.I" @eyuuem, H.A. Bornoovxo,
FO.M. Cmepuwrom ma in. Ilpogecopa I IlI. KoemyHosuua yixasunu npobremu
meopemuuHoi ma KaiHIYHOI OHKONOCIL, 30Kpema NumanHs emionozii nyxiun (6niue
paodiayiiinozo ¢hakmopa), npomeHeso20 i XipypeiuHo2o NIKY8aHHA (abracmuxu ma
anmubnracmuxu). Hatisickpasiwumu npedcmasnurxamu JIb8i6CoKol OHKONOSIUHOT KOIU
npogpecopa I I1. Kosmynosuua cmanu npog. A. I. I'namuwax, 0. m. H. B. /. Kereman,
npod. A. M. Cepeonuyvxuii, npogh. b. B. Kauaposcwvruu, npog. I A. lsawresuy
ma in. Tlooanvwa icmopia Jlb8i6cokoi OHKONOZIUHOI wWKOMU MICHO NO08 s13aHa 3
imenem npoghecopa Anamonis Isanosuua [namuwaxa. Ha xaghedpy npogecopa
I’ Il. Kosmynosuua Anamoniti leanosuu npuiivios nicnsa eitinu. YV 1950 p. 3axucmus
KanouoamewKy oucepmayiro na memy «Pax i mybepkynvos», y 1959 p. — ookmopcoky
Jucepmayito Ha memy «Pax wumonodionoi 3anozu», 3a mamepianamu sxoi'y 1963 p.
6u0ag Monocpagiio, aKa npomsacom 6azamvox pokig 3aruutanace counoio ¢ CPCP
KHU2o10 Ha yio memy. Bidomumu npedcmasnuxamu oOHKON02I4HOT WKONU, AKY 0HOTI06A8
npo@. A. I. T'namuwax, € npog. b. T. Binuncokuii, npog. B. P.Caepan, npogh. B. I.
Jpusicax, npog. B. M. Macnsx, npog. P. J]. I'visesa, kanoudamu meouynux vayk P. 1.
Cenoeyvra, /{. M. lllusn, JI. P. Kpuwumanscoxka, M. T. Kopooba, /[. C. Katicmpykosa,
3. A. Cnyorcuncora. 3 1986 no 2004 p. xagedpy onkonoeii ouonrosas yuers npoghecopa
I I1. Kosmynosuua ma npogecopa A. I. Thamuwara npogecop b. T. Binuncoxuil —
dokmop meduunux uayk (1972), npoghecop (1978), axademix AH Buwoi wkonu
Vrpainu (1993), 3acnyocenuii disy mayxu i mexuixu Yxpainu (1994). Ilpogecop
b. T bBinuncokuil cnpuss O0eMOKPAMUYHUM nepedyo0oeam y cucmemi OXOpOHU
300p08’s, 0OTPYHMY6as i 3aKk1ae OcHosU opeaHizayii nepuwioco 6 Ykpaini «locnicyy,

* VY crarTi BUKOPHCTAHO MaTepiajl aBTopiB, omyomikoBanuii y Exp Oncol. 2016, 38 (1): 60-62
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PO3pobus i 6npo6aocus y NpaKmuKy CKpUHiH08Y CUucmemy PpaHHboi OlaeHOCUKY PAKY
ceped NpayieHuKie Genukux IHOycmpianeHux nionpuemcms. Bin € aemopom nonao
500 naykosux npayv, y momy uucni 11 monoepaiii i 3 niopyunukis, cepeo SKux
«OHKON02IA» — nepuiutl NIOPYUHUK 3 Yb02o (axy OJia MIKApie i cnyoeHmis YKpaiHCbKow
M06010, wo sumpumas womupu eudanns (1992, 1998, 2004, 2007). Iiocomysas 5
dokmopig i 22 kanoudamu MeOUdHUX HayK, y momy yucii npog. Pomanuwuna A. M.,
npogh. ©eyuua T. I, npogh. Cmepnioka IO. M., 0. m .1u. IT'anas O. O., 0. m .H. Bonoovko
H. A., npog. Jlykaseyvkozo O. B., kanouoamie meouunux nayk [lupis O. B., [lInapuka
A B., /lykaua B. A., Onitinuxa FO. IO., Kaumapa T. ., Caspana B. B., Mpuenoyvrozo
M. M., Jlykaseyvkoco H. O., Ilpumaxa C. B. Ilpomscom ocmauHix n’simu pokie
nio kepisnuymeom yumsi npo@. binuncexoco b. T. npogh. @eyuua T. I axmueno
npoeaodamvCs NOWYK i po3pooKa HOBUX CNOCODIE NIKYBAHHI MICYeBONOUUPEHUX (opm
PAKy pizHoi 10KaRi3ayil, wo niomeeporcyioms CIMammi i RAmeHmu npo 3aCmMocy8aHHs.
iHmpaonepayiiiHoi cinepmepmiuHoi 6HympiuHbouepesHoi xXimionep@ysii 6 NikyeaHHi
X60PUX HA PAK WIYHKA 3 KAHYEPOMAMO30M O4epesUuHl, 3acmocy8ants cinepmepmiyHoi
BHYMPIUHbOUEPEBHOT XiMionephy3ii npu XiMiope3ucmeHmHOMY PaKy A€UHUKA, NOULYK
NPOSHOCMUYHUX (Dakmopis y Xipypeil nyxaun cmpasoxody i Kapoii, eueueHHs: poii
OKpemMux KAiMuHHO-MONEKYIAPHUX PaKmopie MIKPOOMOUEHHs 8 NPoSpecii 3M0AKICHUX
NYXAUH JHCIHOYOI penpodykmuenoi cucmemu. JIb8i6cbka OHKONOCIYHA HAYKOBA UIKOAA
Mae 3HauHo wuputy “2eoepaito’”’, Hide 00HOIMeHHa Kagedpa. Bowa 06 ’conysana i
06 ’eonye npayienuxie 6a3060i ycmanogu — JIb8i6Cbko20 0epatca8HO20 OHKONO2IYHO2O
PEeCGIOHANLHOZ0 NIKY8ATbHO-0IAZHOCIMUYHO20 YeHMPY. 3a610y6ay XiMiomepanesmuiHo2o
6i00inennss JIJOPIIIL] ooyenm, k. m. H. [lInapux A. B. nanacoous cnienpayto 3
ooHnonpo@inenumu ycmanosamu €sponu ma CILIA, cmeopusuiu xiniomepanesmuyHuil
yenmp, wo € OOHUM 3 Haunomydxlcuiwux ¢ Yxpaiui. JIbeiscoka onkonociuna wkoia
aKkmueHo cnienpayioc 3i cmoaudyHumu ouxonozamu. b. T. Binuncexuii € novecnum
npoghecopom Incmumymy excnepumeHmanbHoi namonoeii, oukonozii i padiobionozii
im. P.€. Kaseyvkoco HAH Yxpainu.

Knrwouoei cnosa: Anamoniti [ Hamuwiax, oHKONO02iA, HAYKOBA WKOA.

Research work is usually done at official institutions: research laboratories,
institutes, departments of universities. This way, science enters the system of
bureaucratic management that does not foster free creativity. Therefore, the
researchers have long since started joining around informal authorities establishing
certain circles that under favorable conditions turned into the so-called “schools
of thought”. Such voluntary associations became the highest form of cooperation
of the researchers. They could not be administratively created. They are generated
spontaneously and succumb depending on the research climate in the institution.
In 1945, such school appeared in Lviv due to the fact that Professor H. P.
Kovtunovych, the disciple of the famous oncologist M. M. Petrov, moved to this
city, and Lviv already had historical preconditions for the establishment of such
research association.
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The history of the Lviv school of oncology is closely connected with two
internationally renowned names. Back in 1929, Marie Sklodowska Curie, the two
times Nobel Prize winner, presented to the branch of the Polish Cancer Institute
working in Lviv 80 mg of radium, which she
discovered. It was a truly royal present. During
the WW II, that radium was hidden and started
being used for the benefit of people after the end
of the war.

In 1945, Professor Havrylo Porfentiyovych
Kovtunovych, a disciple of one of the founders
of the clinical oncology in the world and a
prominent scientist M. M. Petrov, came to
Lviv and headed the department of surgical
propaedeutics, but, understandably, most
important areas of the department’s activity
included the research in clinical oncology.
Professor H. P. Kovtunovych carried on the
traditions of his Teacher M. M. Petrov that
consisted in an integral combination of clinical practice and deep understanding of
theoretical oncology. He was interested in the problems of theoretical and clinical
oncology. Many specialists know his investigations on tumor etiology (the impact
of radiation factor), radiation therapy and surgical treatment methods, particularly
ablastics and antiblastics. Ten candidate and three doctoral dissertations were
presented under Professor H. P. Kovtunovychy’s scholarly supervision. The
most prominent representatives of Professor H. P. Kovtunovychy’s Lviv school
of oncology include Professor A. I. Hnatyshak, doctor of medical sciences V.
D. Keleman, Professor A. M. Serednytskyi, Professor B. V. Kacharovskyi, and
Professor H. A. Ivashkevych, and others. He prompted one of his youngest
colleagues, B. Bilynsky, to engage into the research of postoperative tumor relapse.

H. P. Kovtunovych’s surgical clinic actively developed surgical approaches
to the treatment of oncological patients. In particular, in the 1950’s they actively
studied surgical techniques of pancreas cancer treatment (pancreaticoduodenal
resections), which became the topic of Professor H. P. Kovtunovych’s and
Associate Professor V. Keleman’s monograph “Surgery of pancreas head cancer”
(Kyiv, 1963, in Russian). Unfortunately, young and full of creative ideas associate
professor V. D. Keleman died prematurely and did not witness the publication,

Professor
Havrylo Porfentiyovych Kovtunovych
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and Professor H. P. Kovtunovych died of leucosis soon after the publication of the
book (apparently, this was the result of continuous work with radiation sources).
Further history of the Lviv school of oncology is tightly connected with

the name of Professor Anatoliy Ivanovych
Hnatyshak. He was born on 20 February 1917
in the village of Bachéw (now the territory of
Poland) in the family of a Ukrainian priest.
He finished a gymnasium in Peremyshl and
graduated from the Lviv Medical Institute
in 1940. After the war, Anatoliy Hnatyshak
returned to his Alma Mater as a teacher. It
was already at that time that he started a

serious research at Professor Kovtunovych’s
department. In 1950, he presented his candidate
dissertation entitled “Cancer and tuberculosis”.
In 1959, he presented his doctoral dissertation
entitled “Thyroid cancer”. Using its materials,
he published a monograph in 1963; for many

Professor
Anatoliy Ivanovych Hnatyshak

years, it remained the only book on the topic in the former USSR.A number of
thorough researches in the field of oncology and general surgery were done under
his supervision. Professor A. I. Hnatyshak was the first person in the USSR who
managed to concentrate teaching of oncology to students at a separate department,
which he established in Lviv in 1966. It was on 05 October 1965 that the Lviv
oncologic dispensary moved to the new premises and became the basis for the
newly established department, and received the title of “clinical”, which facilitates
a more in-depth research into different branches of oncology.

For 20 years, Professor A. I. Hnatyshak had been doing active research and
teaching. Its extent and value are proven by over 120 publications, as well as by
the supervision over eight doctoral and 40 candidate dissertations. The following
persons have become prominent representatives of his school of oncology under
Professor A. 1. Hnatyshak’s leadership: Professor B. T. Bilynsky, Professor V.
R. Savran, Professor V. I. Dryzhak, Professor V. M. Masliak, Professor R. D.
Huliayeva, candidate of medical sciences R. I. Sendetska, candidate of medical
sciences L. R. Kryshtalska, candidate of medical sciences M. T. Kordoba, candidate
of medical sciences D. S. Kaystrukova, and candidate of medical sciences Z. A.
Sluzhynska. In 1975, “A textbook in general and clinical oncology” (Moscow) was
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published. It became the first textbook on general and clinical oncology for students.
The popularity of this book is proven by its republication in 1989. The immense
methodological experience in teaching oncology, which the department accumulated
under the leadership of Professor A. 1. Hnatyshak was reflected in another textbook
for students entitled “Clinical oncology. A practical course” (Lviv, 1980, co-authored
by B. T. Bilynsky, V. R. Savran, B. P. Sterniuk, and M. D. Shyyan).

The department of oncology continued original research, particularly, on
approaches to the pharmaceutical treatment of cancer patients: “Individual
pharmaceutical treatment of oncology patients” (Kyiv, 1985) co-authored by B.
T. Bilynsky and V. R. Savran. The oncologists of Ukraine and other countries
know well the works by Anatoliy Hnatyshak on the problems of breast cancer,
hormonotherapy, and the use of the indicators of sex chromatin in treatment of
breast cancer, which were covered in the respective chapters of “An Oncologist’s
Handbook” (Kyiv, 1975), as well as his works on determination of the tumors’
sensitivity to pharmaceutical treatment.

From 1986 to 2004 the department of oncology was chaired by Professor H.
P. Kovtunovych’s and Professor A. 1. Hnatyshak’s disciple B. T. Bilynsky, doctor
of medical sciences (1972), professor (1978), honored master of sciences and
engineering of Ukraine (1994), and an academician of the Academy of Sciences
of Higher Education of Ukraine (1993).

Borys Tarasovych Bilynsky graduated from the Lviv Medical Institute in
1956. He worked as a doctor, oncosurgeon, head of the surgery department in
a district hospital, resident doctor of the regional hospital, younger and senior
researcher of the Research Institute of Hematology and Blood Transfusion,
associate professor, and later a professor and chair of the department of oncology
and medical radiology at the Lviv Medical University, vice rector for clinical care
(1982-1991), and vice-rector for research (1991-2000). He promoted democratic
reformation of the healthcare system in Lviv region, co-authored the project of
reorganization of the first Ukrainian hospice, and developed and implemented
a screening system for early diagnostics of cancer among the employees of big
industrial enterprises.

Back in his student years, B. T. Bilynsky started his research under the
supervision of Professor H. P. Kovtunovych. In 1963, he presented his candidate
dissertation entitled “Implantation relapses of breast cancer and their connection
with cancer cells in the wound during mammectomy”. He has been working at the
department of oncology of the Lviv institute since its establishment. He continues



BORYS BILYNSKY, YAROSLAV SHPARYK,
138 NATALYA VOLODKO, MARYAN MRYGLOTSKY, RUSLAN LITVINYAK

developing the traditions set up by Professor H. P. Kovtunovych and Professor
A. 1. Hnatyshak. In the mid-1960s, he became one of the pioneers of clinical
immunology in Ukraine and in the USSR. His doctoral dissertation (1972) was
dedicated to the immunological and biological
aspects of the burn disease.

Professor B. T. Bilynsky’s research interests %
and works cover a wide range of problems N
connected with surgical and conservative
treatment of tumors, and research of the patterns
of metastasis, hepatology, and immunology. He
is the author of over 500 publications including
11 monographs and 3 textbooks, among them
the book “Oncology”. It is the first textbook
in this area for doctors and students written in

Ukrainian (it was republished four times — in
1992, 1998, 2004, and 2007) and summarizes
the educational experience of the department.
He also prepared the manual “Modern schemes
of polychemotherapy of the main diseases in adults and children”. He was the
advisor of 5 doctors and 22 candidates of medical sciences, including Professor Ya.
M. Romanyshyn, Professor T. H. Fetsych, Professor Sterniuk, doctor of medical
sciences O. O. Halay, doctor of medical sciences N. A. Volodko, Professor O. V.
Lukavetskyy, O. V. Shyriy, Ya. V. Shparyk, V. A. Dukach, Yu. Yu. Oliynyk, T. B.
Kachmar, V. V. Savran, M. M. Mryglotsky, N. O. Lukavetskyy, S. V. Prymak and
others.

Over the last 5 years, under the supervision of Professor Bilynsky’s disciple
Professor T. H. Fetsych, the department of oncology of the Danylo Halytsky Lviv
National University has been actively involved into the elaboration of the new
methods and techniques of treatment of locally advanced forms of cancer with
different localization, which is proven by the articles and patents on application
of intraoperative hyperthermic intraperitoneal chemoperfusion for treatment of
patients with stomach cancer accompanied by peritoneal sarcomatosis, as well
as on application of hyperthermic intraperitoneal chemoperfusion in cases of
chemoresistant ovary cancer; the search for prognostic factors in esophagus and
cardia surgery; the study of the role of separate cell-molecular factors of the
micro-surrounding in progressing of malignant tumors of the female reproductive

Professor
Borys Tarasovych Bilynsky
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system. All of these correspond to the three areas of activity initiated at the
establishment of the school of oncology, namely: 1) combination of theoretical and
clinical oncology (immunology of tumors, sensitivity to chemotherapy, hormonal
therapy); 2) individualization (personalization) of the approaches to treatment; 3)
improvement of the surgical techniques and adjuvant therapy.

After Ukraine gained its independence, young Ukrainian researchers got
new opportunities. Hundreds of young doctors got a chance to go for a practical
training to famous European and American medical centers.

The research school of oncology has always been disseminating its ideas
through research and practical society of oncologists, which was traditionally
headed by the leaders of the school. The reputation of the Lviv society has always
been very high, which is proven by the publications of the Society’s reports in the
famous journal “Problems of Oncology” (1963, 1966). Despite the considerable

Lviv State Oncology Regional Treatment and Diagnostics Center

oncological and political problems that the country has been facing in general,
and its healthcare system is not an exception, the Lviv school of oncology and
the Lviv Society of Oncologists continue their functioning cherishing the best
traditions of their predecessors. We remember that to reach new frontiers we have
to rely on the experience of our teachers.

The Lviv school of oncology is broader than the department of the same name.
It has been uniting the staff of the base institution, Lviv State Oncology Regional
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Treatment and Diagnostics Center (LSORTDC), where candidates of medical
sciences D. S. Kaystrukova, M. M. Yolych, R. I. Sendetska, R. M. Tsiolko, and
I. H. Hipp have been working. The head of the department of head and neck
tumors O. O. Halay presented his doctoral dissertation. A number of doctors
keep doing their research. The head of the department of chemotherapy, docent
and candidate of medical sciences Ya. V. Shparyk has established cooperation
with counterpart institutions in Europe and the USA. Due to this, one of the
most powerful centers of chemotherapy in Ukraine has been established.
Candidate of medical sciences Kachmar also works in this center. The center of
chemotherapy cooperated with the researchers from the Institute of Hematology
and Transfusiology, the candidate of medical sciences V. M. Matlan and doctor
of medical sciences N. I. Kitsera, whose doctoral dissertation was dedicated to
hereditary tumors.

The first Ukrainian “Hospice” chaired by the candidate of medical sciences
Ye. B. Moskvyak is affiliated to the Lviv research school. Researchers from
Ternopil, Ivano-Frankivsk, Rivne, and Lutsk also join our school. A number of
practitioners from other regions of Ukraine also feel and declare their belonging
to the school that used to be headed by such luminaries as H. P. Kovtunovych and
A. 1. Hnatyshak. The Lviv school of oncology has been cooperating closely with
oncologists from out capital city. B. T. Bilynsky is a professor emeritus of the R.
E. Kavetskyi Institute of Experimental Pathology, Oncology, and Radiobiology of
the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine.

Science cannot develop outside the collective of researchers; and here,
scientific schools play a great role, and the Lviv school of oncology is not an
exception. We remember our predecessors in all branches of science. We take
pride in the fact that for many centuries the history of the Ukrainian science in
general and medicine in particular was connected with the ancient Lviv. It was
here that in 1661, the first university on the territory of our state was opened, and
in 1784, as its part, a medical faculty was started, which was later transformed into
the medical institute (in 1939). It was in the 19th-century Lviv that Lukasevych,
a pharmacist, invented the petrol lamp, which opened the era of artificial lighting
during surgeries. Rydygier, a famous Austrian surgeon, one of the pioneers of
stomach surgery (1897), worked in Lviv; successful removal of tumors of female
genital organs were done in K. Bochenski’s clinic (1921); lung resections were
done in T. Ostrowski’s clinic.

We are convinced that by giving credit to our predecessors and standing on
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their shoulders we can see the future achievements of our science and generate
value for people.
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