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DEMOCRATIC TRADITIONS OF THE EUROPEAN
UNIVERSITIES AS THE DEVELOPMENT ASSURANCE
OF UKRAINIAN HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS
IN INTERWAR PERIOD

AsstrRACT. The article deals with the study of the Ukrainian scientists’ activities in
one of the largest and most notable centres of Ukrainian political emigration since
the early twenties of the 20th century — in the Prague one. It has been pointed out that
the Ukrainian intellectuals in foreign countries did not abandon their thoughts about the
restoration of a united sovereign state. The Ukrainian state and legal thought development
were associated both with the functioning of the Ukrainian Free University as well as
other higher education institutions and with the broad involving of European democratic
traditions during the emigration period.

The professors had to solve such important and difficult tasks as: to create independent
university courses on many disciplines for Law Department which programmes had
already been significantly expanded in Prague. Having a complicated scientific and
methodological work the Ukrainian scientists performed a responsible task successfully;
dozens of legal courses were compiled and partially published, most of the specialized
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courses differed in originality and made a significant contribution to the development
of legal thought and science. Regarding the teaching activity of scientists in emigration,
and in the past many of them were lawyers-practitioners and statesmen, we should note
that their reports and lecture materials are characterized by deep preparation, content,
thoughtfulness and consistency of the basic idea development.

The training of Ukrainian youth in higher education institutions in Czechoslovakia was
completely saturated not only with European worldview and methodological approaches,
but also retained progressive national-state traditions.

The forced situation, in which legal scientists got, brought them to such a theoretical
and practical level of training of legal staff, to which we are only approaching today.

This stage was viewed by young people as temporary and did not even imagine that
they would remain in the West forever; prepared to “return home not empty-handed”.

Thus, modern legal education and science need advanced more thorough research
on the legal refinement of legal scholars in exile. University students and postgraduate
students should take an active part in events where scientists and students of law faculties of
Ukrainian higher schools in Europe are popularized. It is advisable to organize discussions
about state-legal, socio-political views, cultural activities of figures. It is also necessary
to intensify the individual search for the scientific activities of Ukrainian emigration in
certain areas of law.

Keyworps: Ukrainian Free University; legal education; interwar period; emigrant
scholars; state.

A significant contribution to the development of domestic legal science has
been made by Ukrainian lawyers in emigration who determined the legal basis
of the legal nature phenomena. Law science is of paramount importance in
the life of society, it directs its influence on social phenomena, on the person’s
formation and development, it is especially important nowadays when the
authority of law and state in people’s minds is at an extremely low level.

The peculiarity of diaspora scholars’ legal thinking was the combination
of theoretical reflections about the Ukrainian nation future with the conside-
rations of the failure reasons experienced by Ukrainians on the way of state
building. They created a number of legal concepts and different theories of
Ukrainian statehood, investigated the historical stages of its formation in the
context of Ukraine’s foreign policy relations with other countries and peoples,
possible federal forms for Ukraine in order to implement the Ukrainian
state and entire idea. In their works the state and legal concepts appear as a
philosophy and a program of the national state creation.

Expansion of Views on the Interpretation of Ukrainian Legal Education
and Science in European dimension
One should refer to the history of the Ukrainian scientific institutions
functioning in Europe during the interwar period where the teaching and
researching of law individual branches took place. The Ukrainian professors’
initiative in organizing work on foreign lands in difficult financial situation
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and the value of their scientific research for modern legal science are certain
not to have been sufficiently clarified.

In the post-liberation struggle period Vienna began to play a major role
for Ukrainian emigration. N. Polonska-Vasylenko recalls that the city suffered
from the war to a small degree and became a refuge centre for a lot of
Ukrainian emigration, mainly intellectuals from Galicia and Bukovina. In 1920
the intelligentsia, among which there were a lot of lawyers, organized lectures,
academic reports on various disciplines including legal ones. There were plenty
of participants whereas both the topics and the contingent of participants
were incidental. So those participants, who were present, had or didn’t have
a university education, there were lots of women who aimed to widen a
gymnasium education. The reports were met with great success, which became
one of the impetuses to organize systematic courses’.

With the financial assistance of the Ukrainian Journalists and Writers
Union, whose members were such prominent lawyers as S. Dnistryanskyi,
S. Shelukhin, M. Lozynskyi and others?, the organized scientific reports and
systematic courses became the reason for the Ukrainian Free University (UFU)
foundation in Vienna in January, 1921°. Education here was available and free
of charge for men and women who were over 16.

Ukrainian Legal Education
in Czechoslovakia in the 20th and 40th of the Twentieth Century

The largest number of Ukrainian academic youth was in Czechoslovakia
and therefore in the autumn of 1921 the university was transferred to Prague®;
there the students met the commitment and received a significant financial
assistance from Czech citizenship and authority, the president in particular.
The operating of the university in Prague began with the winter term of 1921-
1922. The UFU system was arranged according to the other Western European
universities models and mainly according to the old Karlov University. For
full 24 years the University worked in Prague until the year of 1945 when it
was forced to transfer its institution to Munich where most of the professors
headed by the rector — A. Yakovliv, the vice-rector — D. Doroshenko, the
deans — V. Shcherbakivskyi and L. Shramchenko moved®.

S. Vidnyanskyi emphasizes that the UFU in Prague used the democratic
traditions of the Czech University; the UFU work facilitated the solving of
complex problems connected with institution forming, developing and

! Haranin I[lononcpka-Bacuienko, ‘Ykpaincbkuit Binmbamit Yaisepcurer (1921-1971) [1971] 1/2 (29/30)

YKpaiHCBKuUil icTopuk 17.

Cumon Hapibxunit, Yepaiucoka emirpayis. Kynvmypna npaus yxpaincokoi emirpayii 1919-1939: mamepianu,
3i6pani C. Hapixnum do uacmunu dpyzoi (Pegopyk O ronos penxoi, Bug-so im Onenu Teriru 1999) 65, 66.
‘Vkpaincbkuit Binbumit yHiBepcurer B ITpasi. Icropis sapomkeHHsI — opraHisamiss — BUKJIaJd B 3UMOBIM
cemectpi 1921-22" Co60da (14 nmucromana 1921, Ne 265) 4.

Hapixuwit (a2) 65.

‘3 misurbHOCTH YKpaiHchKoro BinbHoro YaiBepcurery y Mionxeni’ C6060da (12 ciunst 1949, Ne 8) 4.
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establishing its cooperation with the Karlov University and the Czech
government institutions. According to S. Vidnyanskyi, the particularities of
the activity in the Ukrainian university as a non-state higher school caused
certain problems in the work of the higher school, material security in
particular, concerning the relations with other Ukrainian organizations and
institutions, between the professor teaching staff and student associations.
It happened due to the fact that the institution was committed not from state
funds®. The researcher cites “Theses of the Ukrainian university situation and
its needs in Prague, expressed by the presenters and speakers at the private
information meetings of the Ukrainian university professors and students on
April 7th and 14th, 1923’, where the core idea is that ‘the UFU is a nationally
recognized institution, it can in no case be interpreted as a political factor and
as an institution of a local nature”.

The initial basis of the professorial boards in the law department included
old and well-known Ukrainian professors. In their turn they attracted the other
members of the professorial boards — those Ukrainians who were known for
their respective scientific works and for appropriate professional knowledge
in the field of jurisprudence. Wider involvement of scientific forces depended
to a large extent on the material resources that were available in the UFU.
The Ukrainian Free University was headed by the Senate, which (in 1921-
1922) included Professor, Doctor O. Kolessa — the rector; Professor, Doctor
S. Dnistryanskyi — the vice-rector and the dean of Law Department; Professor,
Doctor S. Rudnytskyi — the dean of Philosophy Department; Professor,
Doctor V. Starosolskyi — the pro-dean of Law Department and the secretary
of the Senate®.

The Ukrainian university in Prague became a national one; it united the
professors and students from all Ukrainian territories. So in 1923 in general
there were 18 Prydnipryanets, 6 Galicians, 3 Bukovinians among 28 members
of the teaching staff at the university; 18 of them were ordinary professors, 5 of
them were extraordinary ones, 3 of them were associate ones and 2 of them
were lecturers. According to M. Lozynskyi, there worked 7 ordinary professors,
3 extraordinary professors, 1 associate professor in Law Department.

The professional training of the UFU attendees and students provided for
the acquirement of knowledge in various fields of law, the personnel’s training
for the Ukrainian state formation because, as R. Petryshyn writes, in the early
twenties of the 20th century the Ukrainian emigration believed that staying
abroad was a temporary phenomenon and expected a quick return to their
homeland. It is the Ukrainian Free University, as a powerful and the first

¢ C Binmsiucekuii, Kymvmyprno-ocbimus i naykoba Oisnvnicmv ykpaincvkoi emiepayii 6 Yexo-Cnobauuumi:
Ykpaincorkuil Ginorutl ynibepcumem (1921-1945 pp.) (1994) 27.

7 Tam camo.

8 Vkpaiacekuit Binpuuit ynisepcuter B Ilpasi. IcTopist 3apomkeHHs — oprasisallis — BUKIafil B 3UMOBIM
cemectpi 1921-22 (u 3) 3.
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Ukrainian high school in emigration, which had to educate and train specialists
among the Ukrainian student youth during this time®.

The UFU students (attendees) of Law Department could be:

a) ordinary students of different genders who would submit the necessary
documents about finishing education at a secondary school;

b) extraordinary students of both genders who had completed a lower
secondary school or teacher’s lyceum;

c) students (the so-called hospitants) of different genders who would be
enrolled by the dean of the department.

The UFU students could simultaneously study at the Karlov University and
vice versa.

According to the curriculum for the winter semester of 1921-1922 approved
by the Ministry of School Affairs and Education of the Czechoslovak Republic
on October 5th, 1921, the following courses were taught at Law and Social
Sciences Department (Legal Department): 1. Theory of Law: Professor, Doctor
S. Dnistryanskyi — General Science of Law (3 hours per week); 2. History of
Law: Professor, Senator S. Shelukhin — History of Ukrainian Law (3 hours per
week); Associate Professor K. Loskyi — Institutions of Roman Law (3 hours
per week); 3. Civil Law: Professor, Doctor S. Dnistryanskyi — Exercises in
Civil Law (2 hours per week); 4. Criminal Law: Professor D. Koropatnytskyi —
General Part of Criminal Law (3 hours per week); 5. State Law: Professor,
Doctor V. Starosolskyi — Course of State Law (3 hours per week), Professor,
Doctor M. Lozynskyi — Selected Issues in Ukrainian State Law (1 hour per
week); 6. Administrative Law: Professor, Doctor D. Koropatnytskyi — About
Self-Government (2 hours per week); 7. International Law: Professor, Doctor
M. Lozynskyi — Review of International Law (2 hours per week); 8. Economic
Sciences: Professor, Doctor 1. Ganytskyi — Ukrainian Co-operative Movement
and its Economic Foundations (1 hour per week)'.

In 1921 M. Lozynskyi determined the fact of the Ukrainian Free University
existence in Prague as a loud protest against the Polish occupation regime in
Galicia where the Poles not only seized the Lviv University but also tortured
Ukrainian professors and students in prisons for the private Ukrainian
university foundation''.

The professors had to solve such important and difficult tasks as: to create
independent university courses on many disciplines for Law Department
which programmes had already been significantly expanded in Prague. Having
a complicated scientific and methodological work the Ukrainian scientists
performed a responsible task successfully; dozens of legal courses were

° P Ierpuuun, ‘HaykoBo-nienaroriuna QisyIbHiCTh yKpaiHChKOI eMirpanii B kpainax IlenTpanbnoi i 3axigHoi
€sponu (1919-1939 pp.)’ (aBToped nuc kaHx mepn Hayk, 2007) 12.

' Vkpaincekuit BinpHuit yHiBepcuter B Ilpasi. Ictopis 3apomkeHHs — opraHisaiisi — BUKJIagu B 3MMOBIM
cemectpi 1921-22 (u 3) 3.

" Tam camo.
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compiled and partially published, most of the specialized courses differed in
originality and made a significant contribution to the development of legal
thought and science'?.

Concrusions. Regarding the teaching activity of scientists in emigration,
and in the past many of them were lawyers-practitioners and statesmen,
we should note that their reports and lecture materials are characterized by
deep preparation, content, thoughtfulness and consistency of the basic idea
development; undoubtedly, this means the presence of high qualities in
academic teaching. The professors and associate professors of the high school
were close to the youth they taught, to their attendees and they were able to get
close to the audience. The attendees found not a purely formal but a spiritual
attitude in the teachers. The materials of the lectures make it possible to “draw
a portrait” of each professor’s personality and to find out to what extent the
professors expressed themselves in the scientific activity and in the personal
attitude towards the students. Despite the problems faced by teachers in a
foreign country they were imbued with humanity, great love and respect for
the law and person.

Many scientists-lawyers paid a great deal of attention to historical events
and personal historical research in their reports. In particular, in lectures on
criminal law by S. Shelukhin, who worked in Prague, much attention is paid
to history. The scientist studied the events of the past to determine the law
structure of the past legal life. However, in spite of the great importance, he
gave to the historical aspects of legal life, he should not be called solely as
a historian of law because he was interested in the legal life of the past not
as itself but as a degree of that modern day understanding. His view was
directed to the future. S. Shelukhin turned to the past only to understand
and explain the legal processes that took place in the conditions of his life
and activity.

The facts of history were of enormous importance for the researchers in the
context of emigration because due to these facts they were able to show the
view and opinion of the people to a certain law institute and its changes.

The Ukrainians tried to use the time of forced staying in emigration with
the greatest benefit for themselves and for the future of their state. The task
was to get high quality education, to adopt the methods of the developed
European states, to return to Ukraine, to use their own knowledge and skills
for the development of its rights, politics, economy, science, education.

Www.pravoua.com.ua
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bornan Annpycumms
Osbra Tokapuyxk

JEMOKPATUYHI TPAIULIIT €EBPOITEMCbKMUX YHIBEPCUTETIB
SIK 3ABE3IIEYEHHA PO3BUTKY YKPATHCbKUMX 3AKJTANIIB
BUIIIOI OCBITU Y MDKBOEHHUWHU TTEPIO]]

AHoOTALIA. CTaTTd HPUCBSYEHA MOCIIPKEHHIO MISUIBHOCTI YKPaiHCBKUX YUYeHUX
B OJTHOMY 3 HAWYMCJICHHIIINX I HAIOMITHIIINX IEHTPIB YKPaiHCHKOI IMOMITUYHOI eMi-
rpamii 3 mo4aTky 20-x pokiB XX cT. — IIpasi. BusnaueHno, 1110 yKpaiHCbKi 1HTeJIEKTyaln
y 3apyODKOKI He HOJIHINATN TYMOK IPO BiTHOBJIEHHS 00 €IHAHOI CYBEpPEHHOI JepiKaBH.
B emirpamiitHuit mepion po3BUTOK YKPaiHCHKOI JepyKaBHO-IIPABOBOI JYMKH IIOB SI3yBaB-
cs 3 PYHKI[IOHYBaHHIM YKpaiHCbKOro BinbHOro YHiBepcuTeTy, IHIINX 3aKJIAMiB BUIIO]
OCBITH, IIIPOKUM 3aJTydeHHsM C€BpPONENChKUX JeMOKPATUYHUX TPATUIIIN.

[Ipodecopam moBenocst BUPINIyBaTH BaKJIWBE Ta CKIAAHE 3aBOAHHS: CTBOPIOBATU
CaMOCTINHI yHIBEPCUTETChKI KypCH 3 6aratboX IUCIUIUIH IS IPAaBHUYOrO Bigairy,
porpamu sikux ke y ITpasi 6ysu sHaqHo positupeti. [Tpu ckrapHiil HayKOBO-MeTOIIY-
Hill po6OTi BUEHI-YKpaiHIIi YCIIIIIHO BUKOHAIX BilIIOBilaJIbHe 3aBIaHHS; Oy CKJIajeHi
I 9aCTKOBO OIIYOJIIKOBaHI AECSATKY IPAaBHUYHX KYPCiB, OUIBIIICTD CIIeliali30BaHUX Kyp-
CiB BIIpI3HSUIACA OPUTIHAIBHICTIO 1 CTAHOBUTH 3HAYHUII BHECOK Yy PO3BUTOK IIPABOBOI
nyMKu i1 Haykd. [Ilono memaroriqHol JisIbHOCTI yYeHHUX B eMirparii, a B MHHYJIOMY Oa-
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rato 3 HUX OY/IU MpaBHUKAMU-TIPAKTUKAMU, IEPKABHUMH [IiSIaMHU, TO BiI3HAIUMO, III0
iXHI [OMOBIAI Ta JIEKIIFHI MaTepiaau BUPI3HIIOTHCS NINOOKOIO MiATOTOBKOIO, 3MICTOBHI-
CTIO, IPOAYMAHICTIO, IOCTIOBHICTIO PO3BUTKY OCHOBHOI TYMKH.

ITingroToBKa yKpaiHCBKOI MOJIOA] Y 3aK/IajaX BUIIOI OCBITH YeX0CI0BaTINHI HACKPi3b
OyJ1a IPOCSIKHYTA He JIUIIIE €BPOICHCHKIMHY CBITOITIIIHIMH Ta METOLOJIOT T YHUMU ITiIXO0-
mamu, a i 36epirasa IporpecUBHI HAIIOHATbHO-IEP)KABHHUIIBKI TPATHUIIIL.

Bumymtena cutyariis, B IKy HOTPalIUIN BUeHI-IPAaBHUKH, BUBeJIA iX, HA HAIITy TYMKY,
Ha TaKUI TEOPETHYHO-TIPAKTUYHUI PiBeHb HIIFOTOBKY IOPUINYHUX KAZIPiB, 110 SIKOTO MU
CHOTOJIHI JIUIIIe HaOIMKaEMOCH.

Leit eran MoOOb PO3IVIsfANa K TUMYAcOBHI 1 HaBiTh He ysBJIsUIa co6i, IIJ0 BOHA
3aJIMINNTHCS Ha 3aXOfl Ha3aBXKAW; TOTYBAJIHCS [0 TOTO, 106 “TIOBEPHYTHCS TOLOMY
He 3 TIOPOXKHIMU pyKaMu .

Takum 9UHOM, CydJacHa IOPUAMYHA OCBITa I HayKa MOTpeOye TOCKOHAIIIINX, [PYH-
TOBHIIINX JOCTII)KeHb IIPABOBOrO TOPOOKY BUYEHHUX-IIPABHUKIB y emirpamnii. CTymeHTaM
Ta aclipaHTaM YHIBEPCUTETIB CJIif 6paTé aKTUBHY yd4acThb y POOOTI HayKOBHX I'yPTKIB,
KOH(epeHIIili, e MOMyIIPU3YIOTHCS BUCHI, BHKIA/adi, BUXOBAHI[ IPAaBHUINX (aKyIIb-
TeTiB YKPaiHCPKUX BUIINX IIKLI B €Bpori. [loniTbHO OPraHi3oByBaTH AUCKYCIi 3 IPUBOIY
Iep>KaBHO-TIPABOBUX, TPOMAaICHKO-TIOMITUYHUX HOIJIANIB, KYJIbTYPHHUIIBKOI AISJIbHOCTI
mistaiB. Takok CIIiji aKTUBI3YBAaTH IHAMBINYaIbHUI TOIIYK IIOJO HAYKOBOI AisJIBHOCTI
yKpaiHChKOi emirpanii B OKpeMHX rajgy3sx Ipasa.

Kitouosr cnosa: Ykpaincekuit BinbHUIT YHIBepcuTeT; IpaBOBa OCBiTa; MKBOEHHUI
Trepioz; ydeHi-eMIrpaHTH; JeprKaBa.
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