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Annotation. The appeal of social and philosophical thought to the problem of the interrelations between 

society and religion has a permanent character. The interpretation of these relations is strong-minded by the 

general state of the society, the place that religion occupies in it and many other factors. 

 Usually the  exact interest in this regard is the insolence of the American state to councils of sex 

minorities. In brief, the history of these relations can be represented in the following way. In spite of the fact that the 

very idea of "same-sex marriage" first appeared in the Oxford dictionary only in 2000, there are examples of 

marital relations between people of the same sex from ancient times. For a long time, the issue of same-sex 

marriages was not raised at all in society, which, of course, was due to the widespread negative attitude towards 

people of non-traditional orientation in general, at least in the Jewish and Christian traditions. However, after 

homosexuality was excluded from the list of mental illnesses and ceased to be a criminal offense, in a number of 

countries the first prerequisites for the legalization of same-sex unions appeared 

Of specific interest in this favor is the arrogance of the American state to legislatures of sex subgroups. In 

brief, the times gone by these relations can be signified in the following way.  

Notwithstanding the fact that the very concept of "same-sex marital" the first looked in the Oxford 

dictionary lone in 2000, here are examples of married relations between people of the same sex from ancient times. 

For a long time, the issue of same-sex weddings was not raised at all in society, which, of  course, was due to the 

widespread negative attitude towards people of non-traditional location in general, at least in the Jewish and 

Christian traditions. 
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Recently, the US itself has accumulated a lot of problems that do not find a single 

perception and solution either in themselves or in the world community as a whole. These are the 

so-called "Hot religious topics" - which can be translated into Ukrainian as "Actual problems of 

religious life", for the purpose of our study. Therefore, in addition to the historically formed 

influence on the religious life of Ukrainian society, special interest represents the study of what it 

may be in the future. Of course, it depends on the diversity of the intersection of the interests of 

Ukraine and the United States, but the special place in their development will also be those 

decisions that will be made in the course of solving these most urgent problems of the actual 

modern religious life. 

Let's start with the issue of the treatment of sexual minorities. The starting point is that 

the UN Human Rights Council on June 17, 2011 adopted a resolution prohibiting discrimination 

on the basis of sexual orientation. 

Literally, following the UN resolution, 25.06.2011, in New York at the legislative level, 

allowed same-sex marriage. Thus, New York became the sixth American state, which allowed 

same-sex marriage. After homosexuality was excluded from the list of mental illnesses and 

ceased to be a criminal offense, in a number of countries there were the first prerequisites for the 

legalization of gay unions [3]. 

Of particular interest in this regard is the attitude of the American state to representatives 

of sex minorities. In brief, the history of these relations can be represented in the following way. 

Despite the fact that the very concept of "same-sex marriage" first appeared in the Oxford 
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dictionary only in 2000, there are examples of marital relations between people of the same sex 

from ancient times. For a long time, the issue of same-sex marriages was not raised at all in 

society, which, of course, was due to the widespread negative attitude towards people of non-

traditional orientation in general, at least in the Jewish and Christian traditions. However, after 

homosexuality was excluded from the list of mental illnesses and ceased to be a criminal offense, 

in a number of countries the first prerequisites for the legalization of same-sex unions appeared 

[1]. 

Now, let's return to Ukrainian society, so Ministry of Justice of Ukraine legalized the 

registration of the All-Ukrainian Organization of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 

People "LGBT Council of Ukrainian Organizations". The council was registered in 4 years after 

the publication of the famous declaration of the All-Ukrainian Council of Churches and 

Religious Organizations "On the negative attitude towards the phenomenon of homosexuality 

and attempts to legalize so-called same-sex marriages (registration of same-sex partnerships)". 

In the same period, the Catholic Church of the United States opposed the permission of 

same-sex marriages in California. The marriage of men and women is the foundation of every 

society, says Archbishop of Chicago, chairman of the American Conference of Catholic Bishops 

in the United States, Cardinal Francis George [2]. The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

is one of the largest churches that opened doors to gays and lesbians. The decision of the 

Lutheran was taken a month after the Anglican Church in the United States voted for the 

permission to be baptized as bishops of open homosexuals. 

For a religious Jewish seminar in New York (centrist), the movement of conservative 

Judaism for the first time in history has approved a lesbian rabbi, publicly announced its sexual 

orientation. Until now, gays and lesbians who were religiously educated did not dare to talk 

about their orientation openly, although in 2006 the legal committee of the Movement of 

Conservative Judaism recognized their right to be rabbis. However, in the conservative Judaism 

of America there was a split: 25 rabbis of the Legislative Committee proposed three 

contradictory interpretations; one thing - in support of same-sex marriages and gay rabbis, and 

two - against, says the newspaper New York Times. 

As you know, after the intensive debate in American society, including among religious 

organizations, in 1981, the US Senate considered Bill No. 158 - The Bill on Human Life. The 

question remains, from which moment to consider an embryo as a human. We cite the official 

report of the Senate: "Doctors, biologists and others agree that conception marks the beginning 

of the life of a human being - the living being that belongs to the human race ..." [5]. 

Problems in the United States, as in the rest of the world, remain the attitude towards 

euthanasia. The US Catholic Bishops' Conference in June 2011 adopted a decision condemning 

such a practice of euthanasia, legally permitted in some states of America. 

The next most relevant topic in religious and nonreligious circles in the United States is 

cloning. The ban on cloning was first introduced in 1980. In 2003, in March 2009, after intense 

discussions among representatives of various denominations, the ban on financing research in the 

field of human stem cells and therapeutic cloning in the United States was canceled. 

Of course, it's difficult to enumerate all the activities of American organizations in our 

country, connected with the decision or more precisely with help in solving certain problems in 

our society. Let's restrict ourselves to a few more examples. It should be noted that many years 

of cooperation between the USSR, and then Ukraine, with the American organization "Joint", 

whose funds provide a lot of material assistance, allocate grants, conduct charitable events. In 

Ukraine, "Joint" works in three main directions - charitable help for the elderly and sick people, 

for which a network of "warm houses" has been created throughout the country; support of 

communities and community centers; helping children, first of all, from dysfunctional families.  

Also in Ukraine are known such American organizations as: "Open Society Institute" 

(Open Society Institute), led by D. Soros; The National Endowment for Democracy (NED), 

which was created in 1983 by US President Reagan and the US Congress, was formulated as "to 
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contribute to the development and development of democracy and freedom around the 

world"[4]. 

One of the world-famous organizations is the US Peace Corps in Ukraine. This 

independent organization was founded even in 1992 when Ukrainian President L. Kravchuk and 

US President D. Bush signed a bilateral agreement on the establishment of the US Peace Corps 

in Ukraine. 

The website of the organization says that the Peace Corps cooperates with many 

Ukrainian organizations. American volunteers live and work side by side with Ukrainians for 

two years, exchanging experiences and basing relationships that will often last a lifetime. 

Representatives of the Peace Corps want to help citizens of Ukraine by providing competent 

specialists to meet the existing needs for technical qualification, to promote a better 

understanding of Americans by Ukrainians and a better understanding of Ukrainians by 

Americans. 

One of the Peace Corps projects: teaching English as a foreign language. Volunteers 

teach English in secondary schools, universities and pedagogical colleges, and conduct trainings 

in the institutes of postgraduate education of teaching staff. Volunteers help teachers expand the 

range of classroom tools and help students acquire language skills that will help them succeed, 

both in subsequent education and in a future career. 

And also the Peace Corps pays tribute to the development of Ukrainian youth. Under 

their programs, volunteers work in schools and work with local departments for family, youth 

and sports to provide young Ukrainians with help in education and culture. They conduct lessons 

in schools, organize extra-curricular activities and implement public projects aimed at preventing 

alcohol abuse, smoking, drug use and distribution, and HIV. Volunteers popularize a healthy 

lifestyle among young people and promote the development of skills in the fields of information 

technology, business, leadership, civic consciousness, ecology and career development. 

There are various actions, cultural, religious and scientific events held by American 

organizations with the purpose of acquainting the population of our country with the civil values 

of the American free society. Among such organizations, the Democracy Fund of the US 

Embassy. The Foundation offers projects in our country that correlate with the basic principles of 

civil society, for example: "A Grant to Strengthen Public Councils in Ukraine", "Awareness of 

Environmental Issues", etc.  

The US Embassy in Ukraine announced a competition for projects on these topics, the 

purpose of which is to strengthen public activity and ability, of public organizations to 

participate in the formation and implementation of state and local policy through public councils 

under the executive and local authorities of government, conducting public information 

campaigns and practical initiatives designed to increase understanding of the term 

"environment", including tangential aspects that can affect human health, society, the 

environment in general. Ukrainian non-governmental organizations were invited to participate in 

the competition. 

Activities planned in the course of projects are an information campaign aimed at 

education in environmental matters (projects use posters, radio announcements, television 

programs, etc.); educational activities, are called upon to form the responsibility of our citizens 

for the future of the Ukrainian society and the planet. The project provides an opportunity for 

volunteers to participate (cleaning parks, planting trees, etc.), as well as attract a broad mass of 

citizens (public organizations, schools, local government, state enterprises and private 

businesses). 

It is known that the circumstances and conditions for the reproduction of American 

religion in Ukrainian society can be combined, by analogy with Americanization, into the term 

"Ukrainization". Although this concept has in its modern social thought its content mainly 

political meaning associated with different ways of using Ukrainian historical and cultural 

traditions, sometimes it can be used to achieve a political goal. For Ukrainian social science, if it 
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really recognizes the peculiarities of the state social, cultural and other development of its 

society, Ukrainization should be highlighted also because every social phenomenon at one time 

or another appeared on the territory of Ukraine and further developed here, in particular 

conditions our country. 

In Ukrainian science, comparative comparisons of the proposed and already implemented 

solutions to current bioethical issues (such as stem cell research, cloning, abortion, euthanasia) of 

the modern globalizing world in the socio-religious aspect have not been sufficiently studied in 

Ukrainian science. For our research, it is of fundamental importance how these issues are solved 

in the religious spaces of Ukraine and the United States. Having conducted a comparative 

analysis of their decisions on religious trends in American and Ukrainian societies, we came to 

the following data, which are given in the table (where "+" means positive attitude of the 

religious organization in solving this problem, and "-" - negative). 

Table comparing approaches to the solution of contemporary problems of bioethics and 

sex - minorities in the US and Ukraine.  Actual problems of religious life stem cell research 

cloning abortion euthanasia homosexuality. 

Bioethics’ problems of in the USA and Ukraine. 

The comparison table. 
Actual problems 
of the religious 
life - Hot 
religious topics 

Research 
stem cells 

Cloning Abortions Euthanasia Homosexual 

USA Ukr USA Ukr USA Ukr USA Ukr USA Ukr 

Catholic - - - - - - - - - - 

 The Church of 
Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints 

+ + + + + + + + + + 

Episcopal Church + - - - - - - - +-* +-* 

Hinduism - - - - - - - - - - 

Judaism - - - - - - - - - - 

Judaism 
conservative 

- - - - - - + - + +-* 

Evangelic - - - - - - -  + - 

Presbyterian +  +  - - - - +-* +-* 

Baptize - - - - - - - - + - 

Methodism + + - - - - - - +-* - 

Islam + + _ _ _ _ _ - - - 

Buddhism _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - - 

Pentecostal _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - - 
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Seventh  
Day 
 Adventists 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - - 

Jehovah's 
Witnesses 

_ _ _ _ _ _ - - - - 

Anglican _  _  _  _  +-*  

Scientology _ _ _ _ - - - - - - 

Lutheran _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ + - 

* The threads are divided on this issue. [1] 

Based on the data presented in the table, we came to the conclusion: 

common problems for our country and the United States of bioethics and minority sex are 

most often dealt with differently. The most tolerant of the issues listed above were 

denominations of the CICI (Mormons), in the United States and Ukraine; the most non-liberal 

were representatives of traditional religions; In the solution of issues of sex-minority prevailing 

trends are Protestant trends and representatives of conservative Judaism of the United States. 

In general, we note that there is a movement towards a tolerant attitude and acceptance of 

sex minorities in society, as well as a solution to bioethical issues in the USA more than in 

Ukraine. In the future, we hope that by following the principles of tolerance, similar urgent 

problems will be solved in our country. 
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