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Abstract

The pa per dis cusses the o ret i cal and meth od olog i cal per spec tives on the study of mod -
erni sa tion pro cesses, which is of great im por tance now a days. A global the ory of mod -
erni sa tion is thought to be a set of spe cific the o ries de signed for sev eral ar eas such as
econ omy, pol i tics and cul ture. The de vel op ment of this the ory is re garded as con sist ing
of three ma jor stages. The first one spanned the pe riod from the mid-1940s to the
mid-1960s, when all mod erni sa tion the o ries were be ing built in ei ther the stream of
West ern lib er al ism or that of Marx ism. At the sec ond stage, all of those di verg ing the o -
ries were re vised in or der to clar ify whether they could be put into prac tice. The next
phase dates back to the late 1980s — the years when the so cial ist world-sys tem was
fall ing apart. This pe riod is marked by at tempts to de velop the global the ory of mod -
erni sa tion as a com bi na tion of spe cific sys temic the o ries. The main char ac ter is tics of
mod erni sa tion pro cesses are ana lysed in the con text of tran si tion from tra di tional to
mod ern so ci ety. Mod erni sa tion mod els are mul ti di men sional; there fore, they should
take into ac count, as far as pos si ble, changes in the char ac ter of so cial re la tions and so -
cial struc tures. It should also be noted that the im ple men ta tion of these mod els may en -
gen der new so cial con tro ver sies and con flicts or in ten sify ex ist ing ones. Con se quently,
there is an ur gent need for “flex i ble”, mul ti ple fac tor mod els of mod erni sa tion, which
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will en com pass his tor i cal back ground (first of all, na tional and civilisational spe cif -
ics) of a coun try, along with ex am ples of suc cess ful de vel op ment of to day’s ad vanced
so ci et ies. An im por tant con clu sion of the mod erni sa tion the ory is the the sis that this
tran si tion pro cess takes place in two stages. At first, a coun try should carry out mod -
erni sa tion re forms re ly ing on its own re sources, then it will seek for eign sup port. How -
ever, mod ern is ing coun tries are of ten fraught with con flicts, both in ter nal and ex ter -
nal. Thus, if a coun try has already used up domestic resources and decides to apply for
foreign assistance, not only foreign partners’ interests but also (primarily) national
security concerns must be taken into consideration. 

Keywords: so ci ety, mod erni sa tion pro cesses, mod erni sa tion mod els, trans for ma tion,
changes, the o ret i cal and meth od olog i cal anal y sis, econ omy, pol i tics, cul ture

ВАЛЕРІЙ ПИЛИПЕНКО,
äîê òîð ñîö³îëîã³÷íèõ íàóê, ãî ëîâ íèé íà óêî -
âèé ñï³âðîá³òíèê â³ää³ëó ³ñòîð³¿ ³ òåîð³¿ ñî ö³î -
ëîã³¿ ²íñòè òó òó ñîö³îëîã³¿ ÍÀÍ Óêðà¿ íè, Êè¿â 

ГУЛЬБАРШИН ЧЕПУРКО,
äîê òîð ñîö³îëîã³÷íèõ íàóê, çàâ³äó âà÷ êà â³ä -
ä³ëó ñîö³àëü íî¿ åê ñïåð òè çè ²íñòè òó òó ñî ö³î -
ëîã³¿ ÍÀÍ Óêðà¿ íè, Êè¿â

Мо дернізаційні про це си у світлі теорії та
ме то до логії

Анотація

У статті роз гля да ють ся ак ту альні пи тан ня те о ре ти ко-ме то до логічно го до -
сліджен ня мо дернізаційних про цесів. Аналізується роз ви ток ґло баль ної теорії
мо дернізації як су куп ності кон крет них теорій у сфе рах еко номіки, політики та 
куль ту ри. Ви ок рем ле но три ета пи: пер ший етап — се ре ди на 1940–1960-х
років — ха рак те ри зується дво ма ґло баль ни ми на прям ка ми мо дернізаційних
теорій: західно го лібе ралізму і мар кс истської орієнтації. Дру гий етап по ля гає в
пе ре оціню ванні пер шо го ета пу (з обох сторін) на пред мет прак тич ної реа -
лізації. Третій етап — роз ви ток ґло баль ної теорії мо дернізації як су куп ності
кон крет них теорій. Цей етап три ває з кінця 1980-х років, тоб то з часу роз па ду 
світо вої соціалістич ної сис те ми. При цьо му го ловні ха рак те рис ти ки мо дер -
нізаційних про цесів роз гля да ють ся у кон тексті пе ре хо ду від тра диційних до
су час них суспільств. Мо делі мо дернізації є ба га то вимірни ми й ма ють різно -
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бічно вра хо ву ва ти зміни ха рак те ру суспільних відно син та соціаль них струк -
тур. Реалізація мо де лей та кож може по род жу ва ти певні (нові) суспільні су -
перечності та конфлікти або за гос трю ва ти старі. Тому сьо годні “ціннішими” є 
гнучкі, ба га то фак торні мо делі мо дернізації, ґрун то вані на син тезі тра ди -
ційної спе цифіки роз вит ку (пе ре дусім цивілізаційної й національ ної) та су час -
них проґре сив них зразків. Важ ли вим вис нов ком теорії мо дернізації є теза про
два ета пи цьо го роз вит ку. Йдеть ся про те, що пер ший етап зо се ред же ний на
роз вит ку за ра ху нок внутрішніх ре сурсів, а дру гий пе ре дба чає ак тивніше за лу -
чен ня за рубіжної до по мо ги. Краї ни, що мо дернізу ють ся, ма ють по тужні дже -
ре ла як внутрішніх, так і зовнішніх конфліктів. Тому за умов ви чер пан ня
внутрішніх ре сурсів ха рак тер та інтен сивність зовнішньої до по мо ги доцільно
виз на ча ти, ке ру ю чись як інте ре са ми іно зем них пар тнерів, так і мірку ван ня ми
влас ної без пе ки.

Клю чові сло ва: суспільство, мо дернізаційні про це си, мо делі мо дернізації,
транс фор мація, зміни, те о ре ти ко-ме то до логічний аналіз, еко номіка, по літи -
ка, куль ту ра

ВАЛЕРИЙ ПИЛИПЕНКО,
äîê òîð ñî öè î ëî ãè ÷åñ êèõ íàóê, ãëàâ íûé íà -
ó÷íûé ñî òðóä íèê îò äå ëà èñ òî ðèè è òå î ðèè
ñî öè î ëî ãèè Èíñòè òó òà ñî öè î ëî ãèè ÍÀÍ Óê -
ðà è íû, Êèåâ

ГУЛЬБАРШИН ЧЕПУРКО,
äîê òîð ñî öè î ëî ãè ÷åñ êèõ íàóê, çà âå äó þ ùàÿ
îò äå ëîì ñî öè àëü íîé ýêñ ïåð òè çû Èíñòè òó -
òà ñî öè î ëî ãèè ÍÀÍ Óêðà è íû, Êèåâ

Мо дер ни за ци он ные про цес сы в све те те о рии и
ме то до ло гии

Аннотация

В статье рас смат ри ва ют ся ак ту аль ные воп ро сы те о ре ти ко-ме то до ло ги чес -
ко го ис сле до ва ния мо дер ни за ци он ных про цес сов. Анализируется раз ви тие гло -
баль ной те о рии мо дер ни за ции как со во куп нос ти кон крет ных те о рий в сфе рах
эко но ми ки, по ли ти ки и куль ту ры. Вы де ле ны три эта па: пер вый этап — се ре ди -
на 1940–1960-х го дов — ха рак те ри зу ет ся дву мя гло баль ны ми на прав ле ни я ми
мо дер ни за ци он ных те о рий: за пад но го ли бе ра лиз ма и мар кси стской ори ен та -
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ции. Вто рой этап за клю ча ет ся в пе ре оцен ке пер во го эта па (с об е их сто рон) на
пред мет прак ти чес кой ре а ли за ции. Тре тий этап — раз ви тие гло баль ной те о -
рии мо дер ни за ции как со во куп нос ти кон крет ных те о рий. Этот этап про дол -
жа ет ся с кон ца 1980-х го дов, то есть со вре ме ни рас па да ми ро вой со ци а лис ти -
чес кой сис те мы. При этом основ ные ха рак те рис ти ки мо дер ни за ци он ных про -
цес сов рас смат ри ва ют ся в кон тек сте пе ре хо да от тра ди ци он ных об ществ к
со вре мен ным. Мо де ли мо дер ни за ции яв ля ют ся мно го мер ны ми и дол жны раз -
нос то рон не учи ты вать из ме не ния ха рак те ра об щес твен ных от но ше ний и со -
ци аль ных струк тур. Ре а ли за ция мо де лей так же мо жет по рож дать опре де -
лен ные (но вые) об щес твен ные про ти во ре чия и кон флик ты или об острять
ста рые. По э то му се го дня бо лее “цен ны ми” яв ля ют ся гиб кие, мно го фак тор ные
мо де ли мо дер ни за ции, ко то рые дол жны осно вы вать ся на син те зе тра ди ци он -
ной спе ци фи ки раз ви тия (пре жде все го, ци ви ли за ци он ной и на ци о наль ной) и со -
вре мен ных про грес сив ных об раз цов. Важ ным вы во дом те о рии мо дер ни за ции
яв ля ет ся те зис о двух эта пах это го раз ви тия. Речь идет о том, что пер вый
этап со сре до та чи ва ет ся на раз ви тии за счет внут рен них ре сур сов, а вто рой
пред усмат ри ва ет бо лее ак тив ное при вле че ние за ру беж ной по мо щи. Мо дер ни -
зи ру ю щи е ся стра ны име ют мощ ные ис точ ни ки как внут рен них, так и внеш них 
кон флик тов. По э то му в усло ви ях ис чер па ния внут рен них ре сур сов ха рак тер и
ин тен сив ность внеш ней по мо щи це ле со об раз но опре де лять, ру ко во дству ясь
как ин те ре са ми инос тран ных партнеров, так и соображениями собственной
безопасности.

Клю че вые сло ва: об щес тво, мо дер ни за ци он ные про цес сы, мо де ли мо дер ни за -
ции, транс фор ма ция, из ме не ния, те о ре ти ко-ме то до ло ги чес кий ана лиз, эко но -
ми ка, по ли ти ка, куль ту ра

Mod erni sa tion the ory is based on the idea of hu man prog ress. His tor i cally,
this idea orig i nated a rel a tively short time ago. As long as hu mans were un able to
ex ert con sid er able in flu ence on the nat u ral en vi ron ment and agrar ian so ci et ies
were “bound” to main tain a sta ble bal ance (which im plied that no ma jor changes
oc curred within one or even over sev eral gen er a tions), the idea of hu man prog -
ress seemed rather un re al is tic. The sit u a tion started to change only when steady
eco nomic growth took place. As the Com mer cial Rev o lu tion of the Late Mid dle
Ages set the stage for pre-in dus trial cap i tal ism in ur ban ar eas of West ern Eu rope,
eco nomic growth be gan to con tin u ally out pace pop u la tion growth. This gave rise 
to hu man ism as a philo soph i cal doc trine. The idea that tech no log i cal in no va tions 
(which had emerged due to the sys tem atic de vel op ment of sci ence) would al low
hu mans to over come lim i ta tions im posed on them by laws of na ture, con tested
the es tab lished view that hu man free dom and self-reali sa tion were only pos si ble
in the af ter life. Sci ence be came the source of true knowl edge and, more over, the
pri mary op po nent of the Church since it cast doubt on an un break able be lief in
the di vine rev e la tion. The in tel lec tual mo nop oly of the Church, which con -
tended that the feu dal world or der would last for ever, was thereby chal lenged.
The idea of hu man prog ress came into be ing, which un der lay the mod erni sa tion
theory.

The con cept of mod erni sa tion, be ing quite of ten nar rowly in ter preted, en -
gen ders a cer tain amount of scep ti cism (yet not al ways well grounded) about
mod erni sa tion the o ries. These the o ries, in fact, are able to give a com pre hen sive
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pic ture of pro cesses that are far “deeper” than they are usu ally con sid ered. In the
au thors’ opin ion, the term “mod erni sa tion” should not only be used to de scribe
the tran si tion from tra di tional to mod ern so ci ety, but also the lat ter’s en hance -
ment. It is the “en hance ment”, im prove ment of so cial in sti tu tions and so cial re la -
tions that the con cept of mod erni sa tion pri mar ily in cludes, thereby dif fer ing
from such con cepts as “de vel op ment”, “trans for ma tion”, “change”, etc., which
hardly ever ac count for the dy nam ics of so cial prog ress or pro gres sive trends.
Mod erni sa tion re lates to the cre ative trans for ma tion of so ci ety.

Roughly speak ing, there are three stages in the de vel op ment of a global the -
ory of mod erni sa tion seen as a col lec tion of spe cific the o ries de vised by in di vid ual 
schol ars and re search teams [Mikhal’chenko, 2001: pp. 43–45].

The ini tial stage lasted from the mid-1940s to the mid-1960s. The end of the
Sec ond World War prompted the emer gence and de vel op ment of quite a few
mod erni sa tion the o ries, which, by and large, be longed to the two op pos ing
streams. The first one rep re sented the o ries em brac ing West ern lib er al ism. West -
ern so cial sci en tists greatly ap pre ci ated their coun tries’ con tri bu tion to the vic -
tory over the Axis pow ers (Ger many, It aly and Ja pan) in po lit i cal, eco nomic and
cul tural as pects. Mod erni sa tion the o ries of the sec ond stream strictly ad hered to
Marx ism. The USSR and its sup port ers de scribed their role in the vic tory in the
Sec ond World War as an im por tant phase of the world com mu nist rev o lu tion, as
a vic tory against cap i tal ism. Con cur rently, they started to work on a uto pian
mod erni sa tion pro ject whose prin ci pal ob jec tive was a land slide vic tory of com -
mu nism through out the world. Within that pro ject, the Third World na tions
were go ing to be used as a “draw ing board”.

The next stage could be char ac ter ised as a whole sale re as sess ment of what
had been done by then. All the o ries were scru ti nised in or der to make sure that
they would be fea si ble. The early and mid-1960s were marked by a se ri ous con -
fron ta tion be tween cap i tal ist and so cial ist world-sys tems, com pe ti tion for mil i -
tary su pe ri or ity, which ended up in stale mate. The two su per pow ers were in -
volved in a long-last ing fight against each other. They did not re sort to nu clear
weap ons, al beit the Berlin Cri sis of 1961, as well as the Cu ban Mis sile Cri sis of
1962, could have led to a nu clear war.

The third phase is about at tempts to pro duce a global the ory of mod erni sa -
tion, which will in cor po rate all spe cific sys temic the o ries. This phase dates from
the late 1980s — the pe riod when the so cial ist world-sys tem was ir re vers ibly dis -
in te grat ing. Post-so cial ist states are cur rently mak ing ap pre cia ble ef forts to in te -
grate them selves into the com mu nity of dem o cratic na tions, which, in their turn,
are build ing civil ised so cial states where hu man rights and civil lib er ties (of both
an in di vid ual and or gani sa tion) are sup posed to be guar an teed and pro tected.

At the mo ment, mod erni sa tion the ory is turn ing into a tool for re search and
ex pla na tion of new path ways to de vel op ment, draw ing on the ex pe ri ence of ad -
vanced coun tries. Be ing uni ver sal in na ture, this ex pe ri ence, how ever, can be ap -
pli ca ble to a par tic u lar coun try or so ci ety since it is har mo ni ously com bined with
their his tor i cal tra di tions and sociocultural val ues. This is a case of tran si tion
from spon ta ne ously un der stood mod erni sa tion pro cesses to well-thought-out
mod erni sa tion strat e gies, when prac ti cal ac tions are un der taken in view of cer -
tain the o ret i cal prop o si tions.
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As for his tor i cal con text of the mod erni sa tion the ory, it can be traced back to
the Re nais sance — once hu mans felt sure that tech no log i cal prog ress would en -
able them to take con trol of na ture. The idea of prog ress had an im pact on so cial
phi los o phers too. Yet, no sooner had this idea been born, a con trary doc trine
came into ex is tence (and still ex ists to day). Pro po nents of that doc trine claim
that so cial de cay is in es cap able and the world will go back to what it was in the
“dark” Mid dle Ages.

In an in dus trial so ci ety, the tech ni cal ap pa ra tus of pro duc tion and dis tri bu -
tion does not merely func tion as the sum to tal of in sti tu tions (which may be iso -
lated from their so cial and po lit i cal ef fects): it is a sys tem which di rectly de ter -
mines both the end prod uct of this ap pa ra tus and the op er a tions nec es sary for the
lat ter’s fur ther de vel op ment and main te nance. Mecha nised and stand ard ised
pro duc tion puts some po lit i cal and eco nomic re stric tions on a kind of la bour,
type of em ploy ment, as well as ma te rial and in tel lec tual cul ture. In dus trial so ci -
ety has a lot in com mon with to tal i tar ian one — by vir tue of the way it or gan ises
its tech no log i cal base. To tal i tar i an ism does not nec es sar ily man i fest it self in spe -
cific forms of gov ern ment or party rule — it ex tends to dis tinct forms of pro duc -
tion and dis tri bu tion, which may well be com pat i ble with po lit i cal plu ral ism. Po -
lit i cal forces as sert them selves through con trol over tech no log i cal prog ress and
or gani sa tion of man a ge rial or ad min is tra tive ap pa ra tus. Gov ern ments of in dus -
trial coun tries will not be able to se cure them selves un less they mar shal all avail -
able sci en tific and tech ni cal re sources. 

The con cept of in for ma tion so ci ety is better un der stood when com pared to
mass so ci ety, which be lieved to have emerged in the 1920s. This type of so ci ety
was exhaustively ana lysed by Her bert Marcuse in the book “One-Di men sional
Man”. The ideas foregrounded in this work are fairly con sis tent with the pos tu -
lates of post-in dus tri al ism. Marcuse draws at ten tion to the two phe nom ena: a)
to tal i tar ian na ture of mass so ci ety; b) a new stage of alien ation which en tails a
“one-di men sional man”.

Mass so ci ety re quires ab so lute sub mis sion and im me di ate, au to matic iden ti -
fi ca tion (which may have been char ac ter is tic of prim i tive forms of as so ci a tion).
These forms re-emerge in ad vanced in dus trial civili sa tion, and the new “im me di -
acy” ap pears as a prod uct of so phis ti cated man age ment and or gani sa tion. Alien -
ation, in turn, is dif fer ent from what it used to be too. At this stage, as Marcuse
puts it, “in di vid u als iden tify them selves with the ex is tence which is im posed
upon them” and find in it a source of “their own de vel op ment and sat is fac tion”
[Marcuse, 2002: p. 13]. 

In terms of mod erni sa tion, in for ma tion so ci ety is an in te gral part of the mod -
erni sa tion pro cess. This type of so ci ety can be de scribed as de cen tral ised (or
tend ing to be so). De cen trali sa tion, in turn, may be help ful in re duc ing alien -
ation, which is usual for in dus trial so ci ety. In for ma tion so ci ety at ta ches great im -
por tance to so cial in for ma tion, which cov ers all po lit i cally and so cially rel e vant
top ics. So cial in for ma tion is an es sen tial com po nent of power; more over, it is in -
her ent in the very con cept of power. An Ital ian so ci ol o gist Franco Ferrarotti
iden ti fied three types of so cial in for ma tion, which is used (and may also be ex -
ploited) for one’s own pur poses: a) in for ma tion re gard ing so cial safety and in sur -
ance; b) con cern ing ra tio nal so cial ac tion and means needed to ac com plish its
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ends; c) in for ma tion on the ra tio nal plan ning of so cial change [Ferrarotti, 1985:
p. 126].

The Marx ist ver sion of mod erni sa tion the ory roundly criti cised the ex ploi ta -
tion of work ers, typ i cal of early in dus trial so ci ety, and put forth a uto pian so lu -
tion to this prob lem, which al leg edly would lead hu man ity to peace and free dom
from ex ploi ta tion.

Yet, many of Marx’s pre dic tions turned out to be wrong. To day hardly any -
one be lieves that the world pro le tar ian rev o lu tion will hap pen. Nev er the less, the
the sis that tech no log i cal in no va tions and socio-eco nomic de vel op ment pro duce
fairly fore see able re sults in such ar eas as pol i tics and cul ture is still valid. Karl
Marx and Friedrich Engels pub lished “The Com mu nist Man i festo” in 1848 — by
then, only a hand ful of coun tries had been in dus trial ised. Hence, the work ing
class was weak, scanty and harshly ex ploited. They saw in dus trial is ation as the
back bone of eco nomic de vel op ment and held that the work ing class would grow
and, fi nally, take power.

Adam Smith and Karl Marx de vel oped com pet ing ver sions of mod erni sa tion
the ory. The for mer is known as the “Fa ther of Cap i tal ism”, whereas the lat ter was
an ar dent ad vo cate of com mu nism. They never saw eye to eye on such sub ject as
mod erni sa tion ways, mod els or va ri et ies. Yet, both agreed that tech no log i cal in -
no va tions and their socio-eco nomic out comes form the ba sis for hu man prog ress
and drive ma jor changes in po lit i cal in sti tu tions and cul ture. Fur ther more, Marx
ar gued that socio-eco nomic de vel op ment de ter mines changes in peo ple’s value
ori en ta tions. Dom i nant so cial val ues and moral norms con sti tute the ideo log i cal
“su per struc ture” of a so ci ety, and any tan gi ble changes in its socio-eco nomic
“base” will un avoid ably bring about changes in the ide ol ogy as well. The com pe ti -
tion be tween the two above-men tioned ver sions of mod erni sa tion the ory broke
out af ter the Sec ond World War, when the two su per pow ers — the cap i tal ist and
the com mu nist — came into be ing. They es poused op pos ing po lit i cal ide ol o gies
and ex pressed con trary view points on the way and the ul ti mate goal of de vel op -
ment, but both of them were com mit ted to eco nomic growth, so cial prog ress and
mod erni sa tion.

Mean while, an other ver sion of mod erni sa tion the ory emerged in the USA.
Ac cord ing to this the ory, a coun try’s un der de vel op ment re sulted from its pe cu -
liar i ties such as tra di tional econ omy, in sti tu tions, cul ture, the pop u la tion’s
mind set, etc. It was also con tended that tra di tional val ues were not merely tran -
sient. They could — and ought to — be re placed by mod ern ones, which would en -
able back ward coun tries to fol low the cap i tal ist (in other words, well-nigh in ev i -
ta ble) path of de vel op ment. The rich, de vel oped na tions were ex pected to be the
driv ing forces of this pro cess, whose task was to stim u late mod erni sa tion of the
rest of the world through eco nomic, po lit i cal, cul tural and mil i tary as sis tance.

In any coun try, mod erni sa tion will be suc cess ful only if po lit i cal power is ex -
er cised col lec tively, not be ing the pre rog a tive of an in di vid ual, a so cial group or
class. So cial in for ma tion per ti nent to the pro cess of col lec tive so cial plan ning is
nec es sary for the fol low ing rea sons: a) it helps to se cure so cial ini tia tives from the
ru in ous in flu ence of bu reau cracy; b) guar an tees ef fec tive “bot tom-up pres sure”
through a net work of au ton o mous so cial in sti tu tions that en able pop u lar par tic i -
pa tion in the pro cess of so cial trans for ma tion (or mod erni sa tion); c) en sures that
po lit i cal de ci sions and changes be ing made re ally match or di nary peo ple’s needs
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and pref er ences. Cit i zens, in turn, should have the op por tu nity to con trol any so -
cial changes (e. g., in what man ner they are be ing im ple mented, what is ex pected
to be ac com plished, how long it has taken to achieve the planned re sults, etc.). In
so do ing, they will be able to pre vent bu reau cratic and au thor i tar ian ten den cies.
Be sides, a cer tain de gree of po lit i cal, eco nomic and cul tural free dom should be
granted to ev ery one.

Eco nomic free dom is a broad (and rather vague) con cept. It is also a la tent
pa ram e ter, which can only be mea sured in di rectly, by means of a pri ori mod els.
How ever, these mod els only work well in a lo cal con text — due to their top o log i -
cal (un al ter able) prop er ties, which en gen ders em pir i cal un cer tainty. A re sear -
cher can struc ture em pir i cal ev i dence con cern ing evo lu tion (i. e. mod erni sa tion)
of a so ci ety us ing graphs built for ca tas tro phe the ory1. Find ing crit i cal points on
these graphs helps to better un der stand and sys tema tise con di tions when the so -
ci ety is near ing a crit i cal state. For ex am ple, a cri sis is very likely to hap pen if
over pro duc tion is cou pled with un der-con sump tion.

The o ret i cal and meth od olog i cal as pects of mod erni sa tion in var i ous ar eas of
so cial life are be ing in creas ingly dis cussed in sci en tific lit er a ture. At ten tion is
chiefly paid to eco nomic and po lit i cal mod erni sa tion. Cul tural mod erni sa tion is
per ceived quite am biv a lently. In gen eral, dif fer ent ar eas of so cial life “re act” dif -
fer ently to mod erni sa tion ef forts of the elite, au thor i ties, po lit i cal par ties, so cial
groups, etc. The same goes for re gions and coun tries. 

In the 20th cen tury, eco nomic mod erni sa tion was pre dom i nantly ana lysed
us ing the two ap proaches: cap i tal ist (based on a free mar ket econ omy) and so cial -
ist (cen tred on a planned econ omy). Nei ther of these ap proaches is free from
short com ings; by the same to ken, each of them has cer tain mer its. For that rea -
son, in prac tice, both ap proaches have con verged. Mar ket econ omy looks with fa -
vour upon plan ning and fore cast ing tech niques, whilst its so cial ist coun ter part
opts for var i ous mar ket mech a nisms en abling its suc cess ful in te gra tion into the
global econ omy. The Peo ple’s Re pub lic of China, for in stance, em bod ies a con -
ver gent model, al beit this fact is not al ways ac knowl edged for ideo log i cal rea -
sons.

As far as eco nomic mod erni sa tion in post-So viet states is con cerned, its pace,
style and ef fects are dif fer ent, and what is more, they are felt dif fer ently in each
coun try. The goals and tasks of key re forms are clearly de fined and not called into
ques tion. But when it co mes to how the re forms should be in tro duced and sus -
tained, the pic ture is quite the op po site. Po lit i cal and eco nomic elites of each
coun try strongly dis agree over the ap proaches to re forms — ow ing to ideo log i cal
di ver gences be tween po lit i cal par ties (e. g., neocommunist and pro-mar ket) or
groups of the gov ern ing elite, as well as the vested in ter ests of elites, groups or
clans. 

Both the po lit i cal di vide and clash of busi ness in ter ests can im pede mod erni -
sa tion, thereby de te ri o rat ing the eco nomic en vi ron ment of a coun try. Eco nomic
prob lems, in turn, can give im pe tus to changes in the po lit i cal arena. It is a
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well-known fact that Karl Marx pinned his rev o lu tion ary hopes on the im pov er -
ished pro le tar iat. Marx was con vinced that the worse the con di tion of the work -
ing peo ple was, the more likely they would feel the need to trans form so ci ety
through rev o lu tion and the more readily they would fight for po lit i cal power.
Yet, his be liefs did not gain unan i mous sup port at the time. For ex am ple, Max
Weber thought that eco nomic con di tions did not sig nif i cantly shape peo ple’s po -
lit i cal views. In his opin ion, all po lit i cal slo gans had been born in the po lit i cal
sphere to “mir ror” po lit i cal in ter ests of in di vid u als, groups and/or classes. Fig u -
ra tively speak ing, Marx’s and Weber’s the o ries are at op po site ends of the scale:
the former overrates the role of economic factors, whereas the latter underrates
them.

Ob vi ously, eco nomic fac tors do not play the same role in all coun tries un der -
go ing mod erni sa tion. The re la tion ship be tween eco nomic and po lit i cal de vel op -
ment also var ies from coun try to coun try and from re gion to re gion. It is largely
de ter mined by a coun try’s his tor i cal back ground and other key characteristics. 

Re search stud ies fo cus ing on po lit i cal as pects of mod erni sa tion un der line
that this pro cess is aimed at rais ing ef fec tive ness and ef fi ciency of gov er nance, ra -
tion al is ing the ex ist ing po lit i cal sys tem, as well as guar an tee ing the right of ev ery
cit i zen to vote and to be elected — up to the top post. The o ret i cal and meth od -
olog i cal ap proaches to the study of po lit i cal mod erni sa tion (un like those of eco -
nomic) do not con sid er ably di verge. In fact, hardly any body would be op posed to
the idea of a dem o cratic wel fare state gov erned by the rule of law. But in ter pre ta -
tions of this idea are vastly dif fer ent — from clearly an ar chis tic to overtly to tal i -
tar ian. In Rus sia, for in stance, as in some other post-So viet states, which pre tend
to be dem o cratic, au thor i tar ian rule blends to gether with “pred a tory” cap i tal ism. 
Per va sive cor rup tion, abuse of power and to tal ne glect of or di nary cit i zens’ needs
are all too common in those countries, eventually turning democracy into its
opposite.

The o ret i cal and meth od olog i cal anal y sis of po lit i cal pro cesses (or po lit i cal
changes) of ten times does not go be yond de vel op ing coun tries or tran si tion econ -
o mies, which un dergo rad i cal trans for ma tion of po lit i cal in sti tu tions along with
changes in the eco nomic struc ture. How ever, West ern world has also ex pe ri -
enced both evo lu tion ary and rev o lu tion ary trans for ma tions even re cently, and
this fact should not be over looked. Such events as the es tab lish ment of the Fifth
Re pub lic in France (1958) and the res to ra tion of de moc racy in Greece, which
cul mi nated with the proc la ma tion of the Third Hel lenic Re pub lic, were rev o lu -
tion ary by nature and launched a new wave of political modernisation in those
countries.

De moc ra cies and semi-de moc ra cies may also col lapse, and mod erni sa tion
will “re cede”. This is quite typ i cal of post-So viet states, where a bi zarre mix of
pro gres sive and re gres sive tech nol o gies has been in tro duced. There fore, it makes
sense to dif fer en ti ate the con cept “mod erni sa tion in a coun try” from “a mod ern is -
ing coun try”. While the for mer as sumes that mod erni sa tion is par tial in a par tic u -
lar coun try, the lat ter puts em pha sis on the coun try as a whole. Mod erni sa tion, in
turn, can pro ceed through reforms or be accompanied by revolution. 

Po lit i cal mod erni sa tion does not nec es sar ily go hand in hand with eco nomic
or sociocultural, and vice versa. Eco nomic mod erni sa tion can also be car ried out
au ton o mously — as it has been the case with China. How ever, it does not mean
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that ev ery par tial mod erni sa tion can be stopped. A host of things are con tin gent
upon a shift in power within the rul ing elite or ran dom cir cum stances. The lat ter
may also turn planned and pur pose ful mod erni sa tion into spontaneous and
chaotic.

Mod erni sa tion is not an end less pro cess, nor is it aim less. From a stra te gic
stand point, it is sup posed to en sure sta bil ity of so ci ety, keep con trol of po lit i cal
dy nam ics. Yet, in sta bil ity is an in dis pens able part of po lit i cal de vel op ment too,
and it is not al ways neg a tive. Po lit i cal sta bil ity, on the other hand, can lead to
stag na tion. Then, the need for “in sta bil ity” arises, and it is expected to produce
effective changes.

Sta bil ity of a po lit i cal sys tem means steadi ness, im mu ta bil ity at a cer tain
stage of its de vel op ment. Po lit i cal tran si tion, as part of the de moc ra ti sa tion pro -
cess, was com pre hen sively ex plained by Dankwart Rustow. He re vised the po lit i -
cal mod erni sa tion the ory by giv ing a broader in ter pre ta tion of mod erni sa tion,
which was not lim ited to the tran si tion from tra di tional to mod ern so ci ety. The
scholar drew a dis tinc tion be tween “ge netic” and “func tional” ap proaches to
study ing po lit i cal trans for ma tions, pos tu lat ing that “the fac tors that keep a de -
moc racy sta ble may not be the ones that brought it into ex is tence: ex pla na tions of 
de moc racy must dis tin guish be tween func tion and gen e sis” [Rustow, 1970: p.
346]. The “back ground con di tion” for de moc ra ti sa tion is na tional unity [ibid. p.
350], the pop u lar will to be gin a dem o cratic tran si tion, whereas “the dy namic
pro cess of de moc ra ti sa tion it self is set off by a prolonged and inclusive political
struggle” [ibid. p. 352]. A lot of factors are involved in this process.

According to Rustow, there are three main phases of democratic transition:
1. Pre pa ra tory. The loom ing con flict be tween the main po lit i cal forces

and/or so cial groups is the hall mark of this phase.
2. De ci sion phase, which con sists in seek ing a com pro mise be tween the prin -

ci pal con tend ing forces on “thorny” is sues.
3. Ha bit u a tion — new dem o cratic in sti tu tions are be ing set up, while pol i ti -

cians and com mon cit i zens are be ing ha bit u ated to dem o cratic rules [ibid.
pp. 352–360].

In re cent years, a fairly large num ber of so cial re search ers have taken the po -
si tion that mod erni sa tion pro cesses are best ana lysed within the postmodern
con cep tual frame work. But is this a well-thought-out ar gu ment or sim ply the
will ing ness to keep up with the “lat est fash ion trends”? Key con cepts of post -
modern the o ries should be crit i cally eval u ated, es pe cially when it co mes to their
meth od olog i cal ca pac ity. One of the up sides of postmodernism (in re gard to so -
cial sci ences) is that it does not stick to any ide ol ogy and, quite of ten, gives the
im pres sion of be ing more ad vanced. But postmodernist the o ries are lack ing in
pre ci sion and co her ence; there fore, it is dif fi cult to for mu late any clear-cut con -
clu sions us ing these the o ries. 

Postmodernism, in a nut shell, de nies the ex is tence of any ul ti mate prin ci ples. 
Postmodernists re ject sci en tific and tech no log i cal ra tio nal ism claim ing that it
has al ready ex hausted its po ten tial, ques tion the idea of ob jec tive re al ity and the
con cept of ab so lute truth be liev ing that ev ery thing is sub jec tive and rel a tive.
They also speak out against tra di tional mo ral ity. Ac cord ing to postmodernists,
each per son can de velop a per sonal code of eth ics with out the need to fol low tra -
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di tional val ues and rules. In point of fact, postmodernism high lights “im per fec -
tions” in hu man rea son and does not go fur ther. Ra tio nal ism, by con trast, as serts
that “the rea son able man” is ac count able for his own ac tions in all ar eas of so cial
life and looks at the prob lem of free dom and re spon si bil ity from a new stand point.

As stated ear lier, mod erni sa tion is mostly equated with tran si tion from tra di -
tional to mod ern so ci ety, with a shift away from “back ward ness” to “mo der nity”.
Sam uel P. Hun ting ton, for ex am ple, re lies on the “Grand Pro cess of Mod erni sa -
tion” to be a “bridge across the Great Di chot omy be tween” these two types of so -
ci et ies. Re fer ring to other mod erni sa tion the o rists (C. Black, R. Ben dix, D. Ler -
ner, etc.), Hun ting ton de lin eates its nine core char ac ter is tics:

1. Mod erni sa tion is a rev o lu tion ary pro cess, which in volves a rad i cal and to -
tal change in pat terns of human life.

2. Mod erni sa tion is a com plex pro cess, which can not be eas ily re duced to a
sin gle fac tor or di men sion. It en com passes the en tire society. 

3. Mod erni sa tion is a sys temic pro cess. Changes in one fac tor are re lated to
and af fect changes in the other fac tors, fi nally lead ing to the sys temic
turn.

4. Mod erni sa tion is a global pro cess. Orig i nat ing in Eu rope, it has grad u ally
be come a world wide phe nom e non. All so ci et ies were at one time tra di -
tional; all so ci et ies are now ei ther mod ern or in the pro cess of becoming
modern.

5. Mod erni sa tion is a lengthy pro cess. Be ing rev o lu tion ary in the ex tent of
the changes it brings about in tra di tional so ci ety, mod erni sa tion is evo lu -
tion ary in the amount of time re quired to bring about those changes. The
time needed to move from tra di tion to mo der nity will still be mea sured in
generations.

6. Mod erni sa tion is a phased pro cess. All mod ern is ing so ci et ies move through
es sen tially the same stages. But the time when mod erni sa tion be gan and its
pat terns dif fer widely from one so ci ety to an other.

7. Mod erni sa tion is a ho mogen is ing pro cess — it pro duces ten den cies to ward
con ver gence among so ci et ies. Many tra di tional so ci et ies that un dergo
mod erni sa tion are likely to share basic similarities. 

8. Mod erni sa tion is an ir re vers ible pro cess. Al though there may be tem po -
rary break downs and oc ca sional re ver sals in el e ments of the mod ern is ing
pro cess, mod erni sa tion as a whole will be suc cess fully accomplished.

9. Mod erni sa tion is a pro gres sive proсess. The costs and the pains of the pe -
riod of tran si tion, par tic u larly its early phases, are great, but the achieve -
ment of a mod ern so cial, po lit i cal and eco nomic or der is worth them.
Mod erni sa tion in the long run en hances hu man well-be ing, cul tur ally and 
ma te ri ally [Hun ting ton, 1971: pp. 288–290].

It can be in ferred from the pas sage that Hun ting ton sees mod erni sa tion as a
pro cess that sweeps across the globe, thereby rad i cally trans form ing so ci et ies —
but, in the end, leads hu man ity to hap pi ness. In gen eral, one may agree with this
state ment. How ever, some of Hun ting ton’s ar gu ments need to be crit i cally eval -
u ated.
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First, it would be a mis take to look down on tra di tional so ci et ies. They are
not that “prim i tive” and can def i nitely make a pos i tive con tri bu tion to the global
com mu nity. The same is true of tra di tional val ues. They are needed and can ex ist
in mod ern so ci ety, though some what al tered in form. In stead, forced mod erni sa -
tion ac com pa nied by sup plant ing tra di tional val ues may re sult in de struc tive
con flicts.

Sec ond, there is a ten dency to judge whether or not a so ci ety is “mod ern”
from the West’s point of view. Con se quently, Eu ro pean and North Amer i can
coun tries are re garded as the epit ome of mod erni sa tion. Well, in that case, can
Jap a nese so ci ety — that up holds cen tu ries-old cus toms and tra di tions — be cate -
gor ised as mod ern? Be sides, many of those tra di tions fa cil i tated Ja pan’s mod erni -
sa tion. 

Third, eco nomic, po lit i cal and sociocultural mod erni sa tion may not take
place at the same time. They do not nec es sar ily have the same tasks and pur poses
ei ther. Mod erni sa tion does not al ways en hance the ma te rial and cul tural well-
 be ing of all so cial strata. One more note wor thy as pect is that some of to day’s cul -
tural or be hav ioural norms (which are con sid ered “mod ern”, and there fore
should be adopted) may turn out to be com pletely in ap pro pri ate in many coun -
tries.

Fourth, mod erni sa tion the o ries of ten times fo cus on eco nomic as pects, not
be ing ap pli ca ble to po lit i cal and sociocultural ones. There fore, it is dif fi cult to de -
scribe po lit i cal and sociocultural mod erni sa tion com pared to eco nomic. But
mod erni sa tion is a com plex pro cess, and that means it should be stud ied ho lis ti -
cally. 

Fifth, mod erni sa tion does not go smoothly in all coun tries. Many of them ex -
pe ri ence wars, rev o lu tions, coun ter-rev o lu tions, eth nic cleans ing and geno cide
cam paigns dur ing the tran si tion pe riod. Hence, it is not cor rect to think of mod -
erni sa tion pro cesses as the peak of so cial evo lu tion. 

Mod erni sa tion the o ries are sub ject to the same re quire ments as other so cial
the o ries. This means that any the ory, con cept or par a digm will only be deemed
suc cess ful if it can be put into prac tice and bring good re sults. And this is far more
im por tant than be ing re cog nised in their field. Marx ism, for in stance, was con -
ceived of as a gran di ose mod erni sa tion pro ject — but it ac tu ally failed. Nev er the -
less, as a the ory, Marx ism was widely ac knowl edged. To day, the fea si bil ity of
West ern mod erni sa tion the o ries can be tested in a num ber of coun tries. Yet, even
eco nomic mod erni sa tion may cause a lot of prob lems in any given coun try if its
in di vid ual, re gional, po lit i cal and sociocultural spec i fic ity is over looked or ig -
nored. Mod erni sa tion pro cesses are some of the most de bat able top ics now a days.
It is also ar gu able whether or not the Eu ro cen tric mod erni sa tion pro ject has been
ac com plished, whether or not we have moved from mo der nity to postmodernity,
etc. 

Mod erni sa tion pro jects can be di vided into phases or span cer tain his tor i cal
ep ochs. As pre vi ously men tioned, they in volve rad i cal changes in econ omy, pol i -
tics and cul ture. Re or gani sa tions and trans for ma tions af fect in di vid u als, small
so cial groups and so ci ety as a whole; at the same time, they are ex pected to open
up new pros pects and pro vide new op por tu ni ties for a mod ern is ing so ci ety. 

Mod erni sa tion mod els are mul ti di men sional; there fore, they should take
into ac count, as far as pos si ble, changes in the char ac ter of so cial re la tions and so -
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cial struc tures. The im ple men ta tion of these mod els may en gen der new so cial
con tro ver sies and con flicts or in ten sify ex ist ing ones. Con se quently, there is an
ur gent need for “flex i ble”, mul ti ple fac tor mod els of mod erni sa tion, which will
en com pass his tor i cal back ground (first of all, na tional and civilisational spe cif -
ics) of a coun try, along with ex am ples of suc cess ful de vel op ment of to day’s ad -
vanced so ci et ies. 

Mod erni sa tion mod els are use ful for ex plain ing the in ter ac tion of fac tors
con du cive to evo lu tion ary and rev o lu tion ary changes. Mod erni sa tion it self is
seen as a pref er a ble way of trans form ing so ci ety — since a “clas sic” im age of rev o -
lu tion tends to frighten peo ple. On the other hand, quite a few coun tries are pres -
ently wit ness ing con flicts, vi o lence, dic ta to rial po lit i cal re gimes. Pro test move -
ments con tinue to emerge, and ma jor struc tural changes are go ing to hap pen. 

Rev o lu tion has not out lived its use ful ness as a mean of re solv ing so cial con -
flicts. Rev o lu tion ary move ments and rev o lu tion ary rhet o ric have al ways been
in trin sic to hu man civili sa tion. But the rev o lu tion it self has al tered in form. So -
cial con flicts, dis si dence, mass pro tests and putsches are still pres ent, but seem
rather un likely to bring about what is called “clas sic” rev o lu tion. Rev o lu tion is no 
lon ger con sid ered in es cap able — rather, it is a kind of so cial mu ta tion that can oc -
cur in his tor i cally spe cific cir cum stances. Rev o lu tion is not a doc trine any more,
nor is it re duc ible to slo gans. De spite be ing dif fer ent from what it used to be, rev o -
lu tion has not lost rel e vance to so cial, po lit i cal, philo soph i cal and cul tural stud -
ies. 

Com bin ing meth ods used in so cio log i cal and po lit i cal anal y sis, mod erni sa -
tion the ory of ten proves help ful in de scrib ing com plex tran si tion pro cesses. To -
day, nu mer ous stud ies con firm that the global com mu nity is en ter ing a post-in -
dus trial phase of so cial evo lu tion char ac ter ised by grow ing eco nomic co op er a -
tion and trade, sci en tific and tech no log i cal break throughs, rapid de vel op ment of
tele com mu ni ca tions in dus try, global rise of ed u ca tion, etc. 

Ob vi ously, mod erni sa tion can not fol low the same pat tern in all coun tries: al -
ter na tive mod erni sa tion path ways can be of fered. None the less, there is a set of
cri te ria that any coun try clas si fied as mod ern is ing should meet — such as money
econ omy, rise in gov ern ment ex pen di ture on ed u ca tion, the in creas ing role of sci -
ence in pol icy is sues (in the eco nomic sphere), open strat i fi ca tion sys tem al low -
ing un lim ited so cial mo bil ity (in the so cial sphere), ob ser vance of hu man rights,
po lit i cal plu ral ism, con sen sus-based strat e gies for im ple ment ing ad min is tra tive
and man a ge rial de ci sions (in pol i tics). 

Re cog nis ing the pri macy of uni ver sal norms and re quire ments means that
there is a “com pul sory” programme for all de vel op ing coun tries, and they have to
fol low that programme. The uni ver sal cri te ria in terms of “mo der nity” in clude a
set of goals that de vel op ing coun tries are try ing to achieve. In so do ing, they cre -
ate po lit i cal, eco nomic and so cial struc tures able to re spond quickly and ef fec -
tively to cur rent chal lenges. Yet, the pace, scope and char ac ter of mod erni sa tion,
as well as means whereby nec es sary trans for ma tions are un der taken, de pend on
“ca pa bil i ties” of a par tic u lar coun try, its his tor i cal back ground and na tional spec -
i fic ity; in other words, in ter nal fac tors be come de ci sive.

Speak ing of de vel op ing coun tries, there is a con flict be tween mod erni sa tion
goals de fined at the na tional level (or re quire ments of the global po lit i cal cul ture) 
and tra di tional, na tion ally spe cific val ues that those coun tries ad here to. Such a
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con flict con sti tutes the prin ci pal con tra dic tion of mod erni sa tion. Mod erni sa -
tion-re lated goals and val ues, pen e trat ing the “mindset” of a par tic u lar coun try,
can en gen der im mense so cial prob lems and dysfunctions and put a con sid er able
strain on gov ern ing struc tures and mech a nisms. Hence, if the power struc tures
are in ter ested in suc cess ful im ple men ta tion of mod erni sa tion re forms they must
try their best to mit i gate the risk of pub lic dis con tent and out bursts in cit i zens’
po lit i cal be hav iour — by search ing for the way of “em bed ding” ar chaic socio -
cultural val ues into the logic of so cial trans for ma tions.

And again, na tional or cul tural spec i fic ity should be dealt with in a grad ual
and con sis tent man ner. Both ig nor ing a coun try’s tra di tions and car ry ing out
mod erni sa tion at a re cord pace will cre ate enor mous psy cho log i cal pres sure on
peo ple used to liv ing in a tra di tional so ci ety. This may cause mass re sent ment and 
pro tests against mod erni sa tion re forms — even though the idea of mod erni sa tion
it self is not op posed — and, fur ther, de sta bi lise so ci ety, as it was ex em pli fied by
Greece and some East ern European coun tries.

An other se ri ous ob sta cle to a coun try’s mod erni sa tion is con sti tuted by dif -
fer en ti a tion of roles within the po lit i cal sys tem, con tra dic tion be tween the eq -
uity im per a tive (im ply ing po lit i cal par tic i pa tion of all cit i zens and fair ac cess to
re sources) and the au thor i ties’ abil ity (or in abil ity) to make so ci ety well-in te -
grated. In this re gard, gov ern ing struc tures should con cen trate their ef forts on
us ing le git i mate tools for man ag ing con flicts, en sur ing equal ity of all cit i zens be -
fore the law and be ing ready to re sist po lit i cal rad i cal ism and ter ror ism.

An im por tant con clu sion of the mod erni sa tion the ory is the the sis that this
tran si tion pro cess takes place in two stages. At first, a coun try should carry out
mod erni sa tion re forms re ly ing on its own re sources, then it will seek for eign sup -
port. How ever, mod ern is ing coun tries are of ten fraught with con flicts, both in -
ter nal and ex ter nal. Thus, if a coun try has al ready used up do mes tic re sources and 
de cides to ap ply for for eign as sis tance, not only for eign part ners’ in ter ests but
also (pri mar ily) na tional se cu rity con cerns must be taken into con sid er ation. 

Nu mer ous con flicts ac com pa ny ing mod erni sa tion pro cesses, es pe cially in
the so cial and po lit i cal sphere, ef fec tively rule out the pos si bil ity of reg u lat ing so -
cial trans for ma tions in a peace ful man ner. What is more, rel a tively short pe ri ods
of liberalisation are of ten re placed by left- or right-wing dic ta tor ships — like in
Rus sia, where the Bolshevik dic ta tor ship came af ter the era of Stolypin’s pol i cies
or It aly, where Benito Mus so lini’s rise to power marked the end of Luigi Facta’s
lib eral gov ern ment. Thus, not only does institutionalisation of dem o cratic norms
and prin ci ples go prob lem ati cally in mod ern is ing coun tries, but also the trend to -
wards de moc ra ti sa tion may be re versed.

The at tempts to re form so ci ety in a mod ern is ing coun try are more likely to be 
suc cess ful if the gov ern ing elite and the op po si tion have agreed on the fol low ing
is sues: first, the at ti tude to wards the so ci ety’s past (no “witch-hunt”); sec ond,
rec on cil i a tion be tween the vic tors and the de feated; third, no ar gu ments about
for mer rul ing par ties and re gimes. Fur ther more, a set of pro vi sional norms and
rules for the key play ers in the po lit i cal arena should be es tab lished — with ob ser -
vance of the prin ci ple of po lit i cal free dom.

It will be eas ier for the gov ern ing elite and the op po si tion to come to an agree -
ment on sociopolitical is sues if they are able to run a co her ent and con struc tive
di a logue that would in ter est all sides and ready to seek com pro mise with their
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op po nents. How ever, this is not enough. The ex tent of so cial and ideo log i cal dif -
fer en ti a tion of so ci ety also mat ters a lot. A no ta ble split over ba sic val ues, which
is typ i cal of coun tries like Rus sia, greatly com pli cates ef forts to work out an ac -
cept able com pro mise or poses a se ri ous threat to the con sen sus that has al ready
been achieved. In stead, the con sen sus reached among the main po lit i cal forces
will in crease the so cial im pact of re forms in po lit i cal struc tures and in sti tu tions.
This will bring last ing ben e fits to the so ci ety, such as the gov ern ment’s abil ity to
suc cess fully mo bi lise ma te rial and hu man re sources in or der to pro ceed with the
re forms, sta ble gov er nance struc tures and the wide spread use of le gal tech nol o -
gies for pre par ing and im ple ment ing ad min is tra tive and man a ge rial decisions. 

In de scrib ing the de vel op ment of tran si tion sys tems, mod erni sa tion the ory
iden ti fies sev eral spe cific cri ses re lated to po lit i cal ac tors’ func tions within the
gov ern ing struc ture. These are: the iden tity cri sis, the le git i macy cri sis, the par -
tic i pa tion cri sis, the pen e tra tion cri sis and the dis tri bu tion cri sis [Coleman, Al -
mond, 1960].
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