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Teaching and learning in the first days and weeks of
the war between Russia and Ukraine: A presentation
at the TASA Social Sciences Week 2022

Social Sciences Week (SSW) was designed as an annual week-long series of events
offering insight into the impact of the social sciences on human lives. SSW was started
in 2018 by Professor Dan Woodman, the then President of the Australian Sociological
Association (TASA). This year, SSW brought together scholars and practitioners in
this field from all top-ranked Australian universities and research centres. Participants
in the event delivered lectures, webinars and workshops on a wide range of topics such

1 A slightly modified version of this paper (titled «A letter to a soldier», «Fearless Ukrainians»,
«Sharing is caring», «Kin support», «Safety superheroes» and other examples of online lessons
in wartime») was published in Ukrainian in the proceedings of the «Shevchenko Spring 2022:
Sociology» conference, which was held online by the Faculty of Sociology of the Taras Shevchenko
National University of Kyiv on 13 May 2022.

Lumyesanua: Maksymenko, O., Marchuk, N., Zemliana, T. (2022). Teaching and learning in the
first days and weeks of the war between Russia and Ukraine: A presentation at the TASA Social
Sciences Week 2022. Couionoeis: meopist, memoou, mapkemute, 3, 210-216.
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as organisational resilience, everyday actions for nature, social problems of indigenous
communities in Australia, educational challenges, health inequity, energy insecurity,
responses of social sciences to climate change, low waste living, migration and multi-
culturalism, etc. The authors of this article gave an online presentation titled «Learn-
ing in a bomb shelter, or how teachers in Ukraine interact with their students in times
of war: A series of interviews»; besides, they acquainted the audience with their own
creative teaching/learning materials and drawings made by Ukrainian pupils for the
«War through the eyes of children» competition. The main points of the presentation
are summarised below.

The day after Russian troops invaded our land, the Ministry of Education and
Science of Ukraine recommended stopping the educational process in educational
institutions of all levels and sending students and educators on a two-week vacation.
During that time, parts of Ukrain€’s territory found themselves under temporary oc-
cupation while a number of cities and towns (Mariupol, Chernihiv, Sumy, Kharkiv,
Bucha, Irpin, etc.) became the scene of active hostilities. Over 10 million people were
forced to flee from their homes, with 3.9 million leaving the country. Most of these
people were women and children. According to UNICEF, more than half of Ukrainian
children — 4.3 million out of 7.5 — were forced to leave their homes because of the
war. As of 28 March 2022, due to hostilities, 144 children were killed and about 220
were injured; 659 educational institutions suffered from bombings and shelling while
74 were completely destroyed [Nazarenko, 2022].

From March 14, the educational process began to resume in the regions where the
security situation allowed it. Decisions on where to conduct classes and how to inter-
act with students were made by local governments and educational institutions. Stu-
dents who had left their homes were able to return to their studies in places of their
temporary stay, both in Ukraine and abroad. Provided that they were able to work,
educators were permitted to do so from anywhere within or outside the country.

In areas that hosted internally displaced Ukrainians (those who had fled from the
war-damaged cities or villages), preschools and secondary schools served as shelters
for people in need of temporary housing. These people were accommodated in the
dormitories of vocational/technical schools and higher education institutions. Schools
and kindergartens collected, sorted and distributed humanitarian aid.

The Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine, non-governmental organisa-
tions, educational companies, schools, universities, colleges, kindergartens and extra-
curricular institutions, as well as concerned citizens, made great efforts to ensure that
the educational process was not interrupted. A number of distance learning tools have
been implemented; furthermore, both teachers and students, as well as their parents,
could receive informational support and psychological help [Ministry of Education
and Science of Ukraine].

Here are just a few examples of such educational initiatives.

-On 14 March, the «Learning without borders» project for 5-11 grade students,
created jointly by the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine and the Min-
istry of Culture, supported by Ukrainian TV channels and online platforms, was
launched. As part of this project, video lessons are broadcast, with a particular sub-
ject scheduled for each day. The project has been implemented according to the
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Ukrainian national curriculum for students of all ages, and the recordings of the
online lessons are also available.

- Besides, March 14 saw the start of another project, «Kindergarten online», created
by UNICEF and the Ministry of Education and Science. This project offers educa-
tional video lessons for children aged 3 to 6.

— As early as the first days of the war, «Vseosvita», a nationwide educational com-
pany, published an appeal to teachers («Educators, you have a special gift!»), held
a series of webinars from leading Ukrainian educators, methodologists, teacher
trainers, psychologists and lawyers; furthermore, this company initiated a draw-
ing competition titled «War through the eyes of children» and offered a series of
patriotic instructional materials (classroom posters such as «Our heroes», «Good
evening, we are from Ukraine», «Unbreakable people of the bravest country, etc.).

Distance learning schools («Optima», «Liko Education Online», etc.) provided free
access to their educational resources.

«Yakaboo» bookstore provided free access to books via their mobile application.

The «All-Ukrainian online school» platform, launched in December 2020, contin-
ued to work. This is a resource for distance and blended learning of secondary and
high school students. It contains lessons, teaching aids and instructional materials
that comply with the national curriculum. The educational content of the platform
includes lessons in 18 basic subjects: Ukrainian language and literature, physics,
chemistry, biology, geography, world history, mathematics, English, etc. By the end
of March, users from more than 130 countries had joined the All-Ukrainian on-
line school.

The «Smart Osvita» NGO launched the «Informative online meetings for children
and teenagers» project. Note that these meetings are conducted by teachers from
both Ukraine and other countries such as Canada, Italy, Romania, Portugal, India
and Japan. The languages of the event are Ukrainian and English.

The National Ecological and Naturalistic Centre for Student Youth announced the
all-Ukrainian competition of inventive and innovative environmental projects, as
well as the online all-Ukrainian olympiad of research initiatives for high school
students. The first event took place in May 2022, and the second one was scheduled
for June. In addition, there are distance learning courses such as «Mathematics in
nature», «Natural sciences», «Lectures for young chemists». The selection round
for the Ukrainian team for the final of the «Infomatrix» international computer
science project competition was also held.

Moreover, the teachers themselves demonstrate great courage, dedication and cre-
ativity. For example, Liudmyla Tabolina, Headmistress of School No. 10 in Kharkiv,
set up a bomb shelter (for people who lived in houses without basements), a human-
itarian aid centre and a canteen in her school. Ms Tabolina also became a volunteer
of the Fund of Free and Caring, helping to evacuate people out of the war-torn areas
in Slobozhanshchyna (a historical region in the north-eastern part of Ukraine, which
includes the city of Kharkiv and its suburbs). Another educator from Kharkiv, Lidiia
Nasonova, who teaches Ukrainian language and literature, advises foreign teachers
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on the adaptation of Ukrainian refugee children and gives a distance learning course
in creative writing. Vladyslav Kachur from Vinnytsia (English and German teacher)
became one of the coordinators of the evacuation centre opened in his school. Mr
Kachur drafts requests from the military, orphanages and hospitals, translates these
requests into English and sends them to international organisations. He also involves
his students in the translation. Artur Proidakov, the winner of the Global Teach-
er Prize Ukraine', organised Ukrainian language courses in Kolomyia for internally
displaced people. Oleksandr Chuchaiev, who teaches history and law in Blahovish-
chenske, Kirovohrad oblast?, gives lectures in the history of Ukraine to his students
while serving in the ranks of the Armed Forces of Ukraine. He is also planning to
deliver a public lecture titled «Ukraine: Beginning of a new life». Hanna But, a civic
education teacher from Melitopol, made patriotic posters and went out almost every
day with her daughter to protest against the Russian occupation in the city’s main
square. Chemist HIib Repich (Kyiv) recorded videos on how to protect yourself from
chemical and nuclear threats and posted these videos on his TikTok page while Pav-
lo Viktor (Odesa) recorded physics lessons and posted them on his YouTube channel
[Smolko, 2022].

The creative team of «Unique School» (Kyiv) developed a number of engaging pre-
sentations about the structure of the Armed Forces of Ukraine. Among other things,
students could learn about the Ground Forces, the Air Forces and the Special Oper-
ations Forces of the Armed Forces of Ukraine. The school also introduced a course
called «Safety superheroes: Instructions for children in wartime» [Khizhinska, 2022].

The teachers of the «Green Forest» language school launched a free course titled
«Wartime English», music lessons «Make music not war» and a series of conversa-
tion clubs. The fees for participation in the clubs are donated to cover the needs of the
Ukrainian army.

A number of ideas for online lessons were proposed and implemented by the au-
thors of this material. These include, in particular, a video letter to a soldier from the
students of a gymnasium in the village of Bazylivshchyna, the presentation titled «Cus-
toms, traditions and good luck charms of my family», two web quests («See, the glory’s
born again!» and «This is what we must protect»), the «Fearless Ukrainians» flashmob,
etc. The participants in this flashmob were supposed to speak briefly in Ukrainian and/
or English about the Ukrainians they believed to be courageous and heroic. The list in-
cluded Taras Shevchenko, Lesia Ukrainka, Ivan Franko, Olena Teliha, Lina Kostenko,
Vasyl Stus, Oleksa Tykhyi, Valerii Marchenko, heroes of the Heavenly Hundred, An-
ti-Terrorist Operation/Joint Forces Operation veterans, medics, volunteers, Territorial
Defence fighters, and, of course, the Ukrainian army.

Every educator who teaches children during wartime could certainly share their
experience and their story. The presented paper gives only a tiny glimpse. Thus, the

1 This is an annual national award for teachers who promote changes in education. The award
celebrates the teacher’s achievements both in relation to their students and to society; moreover, it
emphasises the importance of being an educator in Ukraine.

2 Oblast (which roughly corresponds to province) is a sub-national entity in Ukraine. Oblast capitals
are usually big cities such as Kharkiv, Odesa, Lviv, Dnipro, etc.
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task of our further research will be to conduct interviews with school and kindergarten
teachers from different regions of Ukraine.
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BuknagaHHA Ta HaBYaHHA y nepLli AHi N TVXKHI POCINCbKO-YKPalHCbKOT
BilHX: BUCTYN Ha TvXKHi couianbHNX HayK-2022 ABCTpanincbKoi
couionoriyHoi acouiauii

24 momozo 2022 poky po3nouanacs noeHOMAcumabHa Hacmynanvia $aza pociticoko-ykpaiHcokoi
BillHU, IKA MPUBAE B3ce NOHAOD Bicim PoKis. 3 MipKysaHv Oe3nexu — aodice nio 3azpo3010 ONUHUTIU-
AT UMM KiIbKOX MITbTiOHi6 yKpaiHyie — yci océimui ycmanosu (WKou, Koneoxud, iHcmumymu,
yHisepcumemu, Oumaui caoku, NO3AUIKINbHI HABUATIbHI 3aKAA0U MOU40) 008EI0CT MUMHACOB0 3A-
kpumu. JTucm Minicmepcmea océimu i Hayku Ykpainu 3 peKoMeHOAUier0 mumuacoso npunuHumu
ocsimuitl npouec 6ys ony6nikosanuil yice Ha opyeuil Oenv 6ilinuy. BidHosumu HAGUAHHS 8 UKONAX
(wonpasda, minvku 4acmkoeo i 6 OUCAHUITIHOMY PercUMi) CIano MOIIUBUM uuie nicist 14 bepes-
1. 38icHO, LIWAIOCS TIUle NPO Mi HABYANLHI 3aKNA0U, K OV Po3mauiosani 8 06nacmsx/pationax,
Oe He 8e710CsT akmueHux 60tio8ux 0itl, A60 HA MePUMOPISX, AKI He ONUHUNUCS Nid oKynauiclo. Ymim,
3HAUHA YACMUHA Neda202i6 3aUMANACT HA 368 A3KY 3 YUHAMU, He36analouu Ha Hebe3neky. Hepioko
8UUMeNi 20MMYBANUCS 00 3AHAMDY | NPOBOOUNU YPOKU HABIMY Y 6OMOOCXOBUULAX, CHITKYIOUUCD i3 yU-
HAMU, SKI HA MOLL 4AC Yiice Moenu 8uixamu 3a mexci Ykpainu. Y nopieHsHo 6e3nedHux patlonax npax-
mMuuHo 6¢i 6uUmMeni it OUpeKmopu wKin 0ony4anucs 0o sononmepcmea. Came npo pobomy Hasuamb-
HUX 3aK71016 y nepuii OMi il MUXMCHI 8iliHU Ma NPo 3YCUNTST 6UUMENi6, CNPAMOBAH] HA 3a6e3neyers
0CBIMHBO20 NPOUECY 8 YUX eKCMPAOPOUHAPHUX YMOBAX, | pO3nosidaempcst 6 nodaniii cmammi. Emni-
puuHUM Mamepianom 00 Hei cryey8anu gpasmenmu inmepe’o 3 ykpaincokumu nedazozamu, onyoi-
K08aHi Ha océimmix catimax abo e3ami ocobucmo. Hagedeno makosi npuxnadu oHnaiin-ypoxie ma
no3aypouHux 3axodie mozo uacy. Tekcm cmammi (pasom i3 61ACHUMU MEMOOUMHUMU PO3POOKAMU
Ma MAmoHKAMU Y4AcHUKI8 8ceyKpaitcbkozo KOHKYpcy «Biitna ouuma dimeti») 6yn10 8uKopucmaro
asmopkamu nio uac eucmyny Ha TusicHi couianvHux HAyK, 30peanizosanomy ABcmpaniiicokow coyi-
onoziunoio acouiayieto. 3axio npoxoous 3 5 0o 11 eepectst 2022 poxy 6Km04HO.

Kntouogi cnosa: pociiicoko-ykpaincoka 8itina, yKpaiHcvki WKOMU, 0C6imHitl npoyec, Oucmanyiiine
HABUAHHS, OHAATIH-YPOKU, KPEAMUBHI PO3POOKU 075 BUKNIAOAHHS A HABHAHHS
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MpenogaBaHne n o6yyeHune B NepBble AHU N HeJEeNN POCCUINCKO-
YKpanHCKOW BOWHbI: BbICTYM1IeHMe Ha Hepene coymanbHbIX HayK —
2022 ABCTPanunNCKoOM coumonornyeckom accoymnaymm

24 espans 2022 200a HAANACL NOTHOMACWMAOHAST HACMYNAMENLHAT PA3a POCCUTICKO-YKPAUH-
CKO1l BOLIHDL, NPOOOTHCAIOULETICS Ve bonee 0comu siem. V3 coobpancenuti 6e3onacHocmu — 6edb nod
Y2P0301i 0KA3ANUCD HUSHU HECKOTLKUX MUTLIUOHOE YKPAUHIEE — 6Ce 00pa308amenvHble yupesoeHus
(KoL, KOZIEOH U, UHCINUIMY MbL, YHUBEPCUMEMb, 0ermcKue cadbl, 6HeUKONbHbLe y1eOHble 3a6ede-
HUSA U M. 0.) NPUTIOCL BpeMeHHO 3akpoimb. TTucomo Munucmepcmea 06paszosanus u Hayku Ykpa-
UHbL ¢ pexomendayueli NPUOCMAHOBUMb 00pa306amenvHbylil npoecc Ovio ONYOIUKOBAHO YiHe HA
8mopoii OeHv 80liHbL. Bo3obHosum 06yuenue 6 wikonax (6npoqem, monvko HACMUUHO U 6 OUCIAH-
UUOHHOM Pexctme) Cmano 603MOKCHbIM Uiy nocne 14 mapma. Koneuro, peuv wina monvko o mex
YUeOHbIX 306€0eHUSX, KOMOPble HAXOOUNUCL 8 007IACMAX/PaTionax, 20e He 6eNUch AKMUBHbLE 60esble
Oeticmeus, Uil Ha MepPpUmopusX, He 0Kasasuiuxcs nood okxkynayueti. O0HaKo 3HAYUMENILHAT HACTb
1edaz0206 0CMABANLAC HA CEA3U C yHeHUKAMU, HeB3UPAs Ha onacHocmy. Hepedko yuumens 2omosu-
TUCH K 3AHAMUSIM U NPOS0OUNU YPOKU Oasie 8 6oMO0YOeruuax, 00uascy ¢ yueHuxamu, Komopuie K
momy BpeMeHU Yiie MO BbleXarmb 3a npedenvt Ykpaurvl. B omnocumenvro 6esonachvix pationax
NPAKIMUMECKY 6Ce YHUMENsS 1 OUPeKmopa uiKos npucoeOUHUnUCy Kk 6ononmepcmsy. Mimenno o pa-
6ome yuebHbiX 3a6e0eHUil 6 nepevie OHU U Hedernu B0LIHbL U 00 YCUNUAX yuumerneti, HANPAB/IEHHIX
Ha obecheuerue 00PA30BAMENILHOZ0 NPOUECCA 8 IMUX IKCIMPAOPOUHAPHBIX YCIIOBUSX, U PACCKA3bIEA-
emcsl 6 NpedsioHeHHOl cmamove. IMNUPUHECKUM MAMEPUATIOM K Hell NOCTYHUnU Ppazmenmot uH-
mepevio ¢ yKPAUHCKUMU nedazozamu, OnyOnuKosanHvle Ha 00pA308amenvHblX CAtlmax unu 63sSmole
nu4Ho. IIpusedervl maxiice npuMepvl OHALH-YPOKOS U BHEYPOUHBIX MEPONPUSIMULE 11020 BPEMEHU.
Texcm cmamou (6mecme ¢ cOOCMBEHHbIMU MeMOOUHECKUMU PA3PAOOMKAMU U PUCYHKAMU YyHACH-
HUKOB BCEYKPAUHCKO020 KOHKYpca «Boiina enasamu demeii») 611 UCNOb306aH A6MOPKAMU 80 BPEMS
svicmynnenus Ha Hedene couuanvHovix HAyK, 0p2anu308aHHot A8CMPanuiickoll coUUO0I02U4ecKol
accoyuayueti. Meponpusmue npoxoousno ¢ 5 no 11 cenmsops 2022 zooa.

Kntouesvie cnosa: poccuiicko-ykpaunckas 0iiHa, yKPAUHCKUe WIKOTIbL, 00pA308amesibHbLil NPpouecc,
OUCTAHUUOHHOE 00yUeHUe, OHIATIH-YPOKU, KpeamueHvle paspabomku 015 npenodasanusi u o6yqe-
HUs

OL'HA MAKSYMENKO, NATALIA MARCHUK, TETIANA ZEMLIANA

Teaching and learning in the first days and weeks of the war between
Russia and Ukraine: A presentation at the TASA Social Sciences Week
2022

24 February 2022 marked the beginning of the full-scale attacking stage of the Russia-Ukraine war,
which has been going on for over eight years. For security reasons — as the lives of several million Ukrai-
nians were at risk — all educational institutions (schools, colleges, institutes, universities, kindergartens,
extracurrirular classes, etc.) had to be temporarily closed. A letter from the Ministry of Education and
Science of Ukraine with a recommendation to temporarily stop the educational process was published
on the second day of the war. It became possible to resume the educational process at schools (although
just partially and remotely) only after March 14. Clearly, it could be feasible only for those education-
al institutions that were located in regions/districts where no active hostilities were taking place or in
territories that were not occupied. However, a significant number of teachers kept in touch with their
students, despite the danger. Teachers were often preparing for classes and having lessons even in bomb
shelters, communicating with students who by that time might already have been outside Ukraine. In
relatively safe areas, almost all teachers and school principals participated in volunteering activities.
This article is centred on the work of educational institutions during the first days and weeks of the war,
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as well as on the efforts of teachers aimed at ensuring the educational process under these extraordi-
nary circumstances. Excerpts from interviews with Ukrainian teachers (posted on educational websites
or conducted personally) served as sources of empirical data. There are also several examples of online
classes and extracurricular activities of that time. The text of the article (together with personal teach-
ing/learning materials and drawings of the participants of the all-Ukrainian competition « War through
the eyes of children») was used by the authors during a presentation at the Social Sciences Week hosted
by the Australian Sociological Association. The event took place from 5 to 11 September 2022.

Keywords: Russia-Ukraine war, Ukrainian schools, educational process, distance learning, online les-
sons, creative teaching/learning materials
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