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OIPEJEJIEHUE TEPMOXJEKTPUYECKOM JOGPOTHOCTH YEPE3
MAKCUMAJIBHOE CHUKEHUE TEMIIEPATYPbI I1PU UCITOJIb30BAHUH
IOPEKTA OXJIAKIAEHUSA TIEJBbTBE

Xopowio u36ecmuo, umo MAKCUMAIbHOE CHUNCCHUE MEMRepanmypbl, Komopoe Modxcem Ovlmb
noyueno ¢ nomowwio dghgpexma Ilenomoe, c6513aHO NPOCMBIM COOMHOUIEHUEM C OOOPOMHOCHILIO
Z mepmonapvi. OOHAKO ONsi XOPOWUX MEPMOINEKMPUUECKUX Mamepuanos, y komopwvlx ZT
nopsAoKa eouHuybl UL evlule, maxoe cHudiceHue memnepamypol AT mooicem 6Gvimb oueHsb
6ONBUWUM, U MPYOHO OMHECMU USMEPEHHOe 3HAYeHUe K KOHKpemHOUu memnepamype. Omo He
npobaema, eciu mepmMonapa cocmoum u3 NOaynposoonuxa u memannd, nockoavky ZT u AT, 6
amom cayuae Hamuo2o menvute. Mol noxascem, umo usmeperue AT, 0151 napvl NOTYNPOBOOHUK-
Meman mModxcem 0ams 3HaueHue bespasmeprol 0oopomuocmu zT noaynpoeoonuka. Mot maxoice
nokasicem, umo cywecmayrom ocobennocmu 6 uzmepenuu AT, 01 napel, 6 KOMOpPOU
coomHowenue Gopm-pakmopos 0usi 08yX 6emeell O4eHb OdleKO Om ONMUMUSUPOBAHHOZO.
bubn. 5, puc. 2.

KunroueBble ci10Ba: TEPMODIICKTPUUECTBO, OXJIaxeHue [lenbThe, J0OPOTHOCTD, H3MEPEHHE.

BBepgeHue

JlaBHO H3BECTHO, 4YTO JOOpPOTHOCTh Z TEepMONaphl CBsi3aHA MPOCTBIM COOTHOIICHHEM C
MaKCHUMAaJIbHBIM CHIDKEHHEM TeMrepatypbl ATy, KOTOpPOE MOXET ObITh JOCTUTHYTO C MOMOIIBIO
a¢dexra [enpThe [1]. ITO COOTHOIICHHUE:

AT :lZT{ (1)

rae T, — Tremmneparypa xonogHoro cnas. OgHako, ecnu Z7T opsaKa eIUHULBI WIH BBIIIE, A Tr,, MOXET
obiTh Bhie 100 K, u TpyaHo oTHecTH Z K KakoH-TMOO KOHKpETHOW TemmepaTtype. bosee Toro,
JOOPOTHOCTh B JJAHHOM YPaBHEHHMH KacaeTcsl TEPMOIIaphl, TOI/Ia KaK HAC OOBIYHO OOJIbIIE HHTEPECYET
JOOPOTHOCTh Z CaMOr0 MaTepuaja. 37eCh Mbl PACCMOTPUM CHTYaIMIO, KOT/Ia TepMOIapa COCTOUT M3
MOJTYIPOBOJHNKA C BBICOKAM TIOJOXKUTENBHBIM MM OTPHUIATENFHBIM Kod(duieHToM 3eebeka,
COCJMHEHHOTO ¢ METAJIJIOM, Y KOTOporo ko3dduiment 3ecOeka OIHM30K K HYIIIO.
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MpuHUKMN MeTOoaa

OpHa W3 HamUX Ieled B HacTosmedl padoTe COCTOMT B TOM, 4YTOOBI II0Ka3aTh, YTO
HEOOXOAMMOCTh BO BTOPOM BETBM Ha cCaMOM Jelie JaeT NPEHMYIIECTBO IPH ONPENCICHUH Z
Martepuaia. [Ipeamonaraercs, 4ro BTOpas BETBb CHEIaHAa W3 MeETa/Ula, JJI KOTOPOrO CBOMCTBA
MepeHoca TOYHO YCTaHOBJEHBI. JIOOPOTHOCTH Mapbl C ONTHMHU3UPOBAHHBIM OTHOIICHUEM JJIMHBI K

LIMPHUHE BETBEN UMEET BUJ

(o5 o) @)

(XS/GS)%_F()“M/GM)% :

3nece o, G U A—xkodpdumuent 3eeOeka, 3IICKTPONPOBOJHOCTH U TEIUIONPOBOIAHOCTD,
COOTBCTCTBCHHO, 4 HM)KHHUEC HHIACKCHI S 1 M oTHOCSTCS K IMOJYIIPOBOJHHUKOBBIM U METAJUIMYCCKHUM
BETBsIM Hapsbl. [1Jig MeTainueckoi BeTBU K03 uiiueHT 3eedeka oy, 0OBIYHO OJIU30K K HYJIIO, & Ay/Cyy
OyZer MMeTh 3HAYCHHE, [JAaHHOE 3aKkoHOM Bmmemama-®panma-Jlopenna, (n7/3)(k/e)’T. s
OOJIBIIIMHCTBA TEPMODJICKTPHUECKUX MaTePHANIOB As/CGs OyleT He HAMHOIO BBINIC, Ye€M 3HAYCHUE
Bunemana-®panna-Jlopenia, a Z Oyaer nopsaka zs /4, e

2
_050g
ZS _
A
s

; 3)

zg — NOOPOTHOCTh MaTepuajga. JTO O3HA4aeT, yTo ecliu zs] OMu3Kko K emuHune, ATn. VIS Tapsl
MOJIyIIPOBOAHMK-METaIT Oyaer, BeposTtHo, MeHbiie, yem 30 K. Takum o0pazom, 3HaueHue Z,
MOJTy4YEeHHOE MIPH U3MEPEHHH, OyJeT XapakTepHO JUIsl JIOBOJBHO y3KOTO TEMIEpaTypHOTo JAMana3oHa.
DTOT auama3oH MOXKET OBITh JOMONHUTENBHO CYKEH, eciii (popM-(pakTop st METalTi4ecKod BETBH
OTKJIOHSIETCS] OT CBOET'0 ONTUMAIILHOTO 3HadeHus. Kak mpasuio,

zZ=

(O‘S — 0y )2
R (4)

rne K= (Asds/Ls +AyAm/Ly) m R=(psLs/As+ puls/Ay) . L o03HaYaer ivMHY, A — IUIOMAAb
TIOTIEPEYHOTO CEUCHUS, a P — YACIbHOE COIPOTHUBIICHHUE.

ITondarno, uro onpenenenue Z7 He MO3BOJISET MOIYUYUTh 3HAUEHUE I Zs HEMEIJIEHHO. TeM He
MEHee, SBHBIM IPEUMYINECTBOM MeTofa AT, SBISETCS OIHO3HAYHOE IOJATBEPIKIACHHUE JIIOOOro
BBICOKOT'O 3HaueHHs zT , HAa YTO YKa3bIBaIOT JApyrue uamepeHus. 3HaueHue AT,, HE MOXET OBbITh
OOJIBIIIMM, KpOME CllydaeB, Korja J0OpOTHOCTh sBsercs BbiCOKoH. C  JIpyrodl CTOPOHBI,
aJbTEPHATUBHBIC METOJBI HAXOXKICHUS TEPMOIJICKTPHIECKIX CBOHMCTB YaCTO MPUBOMSIT K YPE3MEPHO
ONTUMHUCTHYHON BEIMUHNHE TOOPOTHOCTH.

Hampumep, npenmnonoxuM, 910 HCTONb3yercs MeTon Xapmana [2]. CoriacHO 3TOMY METOY,
3JIEKTPUYECKOE COMPOTUBIICHHE ONpPEAeisiercs B aanadaTHUYCCKUX U HM30TCPMUYECKHX YCIOBHSX.
COOTHOIIIGHHE 3THUX CONPOTHBIICHUN NODKHO ObITh paBHO (z7 + 1). DTO, KOHEYHO, BEPHO, €CIIH
MaTepuaj OJHOPOIHBIN, HO MOKET ObITh M OLIMOOYHO, €CIIM MCIBITHIBAETCS HEOIHOPOIHBIN 00pasell
[3]. B xpaitHeM ciydae, MpeanoiokuM, 4To o0pas3elr] COCTOMT M3 0ojiee MM MEHEE paBHBIX 4YacTei
Marepuaiga p- M n-TUIA, TaK 4ro oOumi koddduumeHT 3ecOeka paBeH Hy/I0. Torga MCTUHHAsS
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JNOOpPOTHOCTh, KOHEYHO, TarKke OyJeT paBHATbCS HYNIO, XOTS KOHEUHas pasHOCTh MEXIy
HU30TCPMUUYCCKUMU U aZ[I/IaGaTI/I‘IeCKI/IMI/I COIIPOTUBJICHUAMU IIPCAITIOJIaract HHOEC.

Hcnons3yst Mmeron AT . TOOPOTHOCTh Zs U COOTHOIICHHE Gg/As VIS MOMYNPOBOIHMKA MOMHO
orpenenuth u3 Z7T, ecnu u3BecTeH kodpdunmeHT 3eedeka as. Cieayer oTMETUTh, YTO KOI(PPHUIIHEHT
3eeOeka, BEPOSTHO, SBIACTCS CaMbIM IPOCTBIM M3 TPEX TEPMOIICKTPUUCCKUX MapaMETPOB IS
oInpeIeIeHH s, TOCKOIbKY OH HE 3aBHCHT OT pa3MepoB oOpasia [4].

IIpounsBenenue KR umeer BU

A A L L
KR = ;\'S_S+;\'M_M _S+—M , (5)
Lg Ly )\ osds oAy
YTO MOXKHO TIEPENHcaTh Kak
1
kpols P s po gy ©)
Cg Oy Oy og F

rae F = AsLy/AylLs. MOXXHO IIPEATIONOKUTE, YTO Ay U Oy U3BECTHBI, @ G ONPEACIISICTCS OTACIBHO,
MO3TOMY YpaBHeHHE (6) MO3BONIIET HaM CBsi3aTh As ¢ KR.

B kagecTBe nmpuMepa paccCMOTPUM Tapy, COCTOSAIIYIO U3 CIIaBa TEJUIYpPHIa BUCMYTa N-THUIA U
YUCTOr0 HUKENSA. MBI HCIIOJIb3YEeM JTaHHBIC JIs CIlaBa Teuypuaa BucmyTa (exf8h-SPS) ucxozst uz
JIAHHBIX, IPUBEICHHBIX B cTaThe Puneet u ap.[S5]. BeiOpaHHBIMU MapaMeTpaMH SIBISIFOTCS:

(os — o) = -123 MKB/K, 65=0.16-10° C/m, As=1.6 Br/m K, 6),=14.6-10° C/m u Ay =94.1
Br/m - K.

0,12 /-\ \
/| \
ZT 0,08 / \
0,06 \
0,04 \‘
0,02 / \
S~ ~—_

0 1 2 3 4 5
logio F

Puc. 1. I'pagux 3aeucumocmu ZT om logoF, 20e F, coomnowenue gpopm-gpaxmopos,
paeno AsLy/AyLs. Ilonynposoonuxosas éemeb npedcmasisiem coboll Cniae meypuoa 6UCMyma
n-muna, c60UCmMEa KOMopo2o OIU3KU K mem, Komopwvie onucanvl Puneet u op.

[5]. Memannuueckas 6emesb 8binoIHeHaA U3 HUKE.

Ha puc. 1 nmokazano nsmenenne Z7 B 3aBUCUMOCTH OT I Ha MPOTSHKEHUH S5 AeKa COOTHOIICHUS
¢dopm-dakropa. Makcumansioe ZT okono 0.14 umeer mecto npu F okono 70. [Ipu TakoMm 3HaUEHHUH
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ZT, AT ax P KOMHATHOW TeMIepaType paBHO okoiio 21 K. D10 Bee erie noapazymeBaeT HEKOTOPYIO
HEOIPENEeNeHHOCTh OTHOCHUTENBFHO TEMIEpaTyphl, JUIsI KOTOPOW MPUMEHHMMBI pe3ynbTaTel. [lpu
W3MEHEHUU F Ha MOpSIOK BETMYMHBI HIDKE WM BBIIIE €0 ONTHMAaJbHOTO 3HA4YeHUs, ZT CHUKAeTCs
npumepHo A0 0.04, a ATy, CTaHOBUTCS TpuUMepHO 6°. DTO AOCTATOYHO MHOIO IS TOYHOTO
M3MEpEeHHUs, HO MaJIo JJIsl YeTKOTO ONpeesieH s TeMIIepaTypbl H3MEpEHHsI.

Kak mnokaszano Ha puc. 1, Tepmonapa Oyner MMeTb caMyl0 BBICOKYIO JOOPOTHOCTH, KOTJa

3HaueHne KR MUHHMAJIBHO, U 3TO TIPOM30iiaeT npu £~ = Ay,0h/ AsGs. I[Tpn 3TOM 3HaueHnn F

)\‘]/2 )\‘]/2
(KR) i = GI_S/2 +61—A/42 ; (7
s° Oum

Crmemyer OTMETHUTh, 4YTO ONTUMAaJbHOEC 3HaueHHE F MOXHO paccuuTaTh, eCioH AT
OIPENENSICTCS C TIOMOIIBIO0 KAK MUHUMYM TPEX Pa3HBIX COOTHOIEHUH (hopM-(pakTopoB.

HeonTuMnsnpoBaHHoe cooTHoLWweHue hopm-thakTopoB

Uccnenyem moapoOHee cUTyalmio, KOTJa METaJUIMYecKas BETBb HE ONTUMH3MPOBaHA H, B
YaCTHOCTH, PAaCCMOTPUM 3(PQEKT OT M3TOTOBJICHUS JMOO OYCHb KOPOTKOM, JMOO OYEHb IMHHOM
BETBU. OTO JaeT NPEUMYIIECTBO IOMOIHUTENBHOTO CHUXKEHHUS AT, M, CIeloBaTeIbHO, AaHHBIC
MOXXHO OTHECTH K elie Ooliee y3KoMy TeMIIepaTypHOMY THara3ony.

[Ipennonokum, 4To OTHOLIEHHUE JUIMHBI K MJIOUIAIN MTOIEPEYHOr0 CEYSHH IS MeTaTHUeCcKOn
BETBM HAMHOT'O MEHbIIIE, YEM €ro onTuMalibHOe 3HaueHue. Torna Ky >> Kg u Rg >> Ry, IIpumenss
3TO 3HaYeHHe, nonyqaeM, uto KR =~ KyRs u npuOImKeHHOe 3HaueHue Uit ZT COCTaBIIsIeT o T /K Rs.
OTO TO3BONIET OLEHUTh Rg M, CIEIOBATENbHO, 3JIEKTPOMPOBOTHOCTH MOIYyNpoBoAHMKA. OnHaKo,
BEPOSITHO, JIETYe ONPEACIHTh Oy O0Jiee HEmOCPeACTBEHHO. B 3Toi cB3M HEOOXOJIMO BCIIOMHHUTH, YTO
NajeHUI0 HampspDKeHUsT Ha oOpasue crnocoOctByer TepModJIC, a Takke DdJIeKTpudecKkoe
comporuBienue. Bxiian Tepmol/IC nHOra ycTpaHsercs 3a CYeT MCIIONb30BaHUS TIEPEMEHHOr0 TOKa,
HO MBI I0JIaracM, YTO JIYYIIMM METOAOM MOXKET OBITh YBEIMUEHHE IOCTOSHHOTO TOKa J0 TEX Iop,
noka oxjaxnacHue IlenpThe M HarpeB /[xoynst He ypaBHOBecAT Apyr apyra, a AT cTaHeT paBHBIM
HYJ0. Y IUBUTENBHO, HO 3TOT MOJXO0/I, TOXOXKE, ITMPOKOT'0 MPUMEHEHHS HE HaIIIeI.

Eciu oTHOmeHMe AMWMHBI K IUIOMIAAM TIONMEPEYHOro CEYEHUs JUIsI METaJUIMYecKOH BeTBU
HAMHOTO IIPEBBIIACT ONTHMAJbHOE 3HAueHHe, ZI CTAHOBUTCS NpPUMEPHO paBHBIM o T/KsRy,
MO3BOJISISE HAM OLEHUTH K M, CIIeJ0BATENbHO, TEIJIONPOBOIHOCT MOTYIPOBOJAHUKA.

HuTepecHo paccMoTpers BelpaxeHue Uit KR, ypaBHeHue (6), korna /7 HAMHOTO NpeBBIIIAET
ONTUMAJbHOE 3HAa4YeHHWE. MBI NPUHMMAEeM JBa pa3HbIX NpuOMwKeHus. B npubnnxkenun #1 Mbl
npeHeOperaeM BceM, KpoMe HauOoJjblllero wieHa B BbipaxkeHuu it KR, Tak uto KR = AgAs
Ly/LsoyAy, T03BOMSIS OLIGHUTD Ag. OJIHAKO, KaK IMOKa3aHO Ha puc. 2 (BEpXHsisl KpUBas), MOIyU4EHHOE
3HadyeHue Z7 He 0COOEHHO OJM3KO K UCTUHHOMY 3HAYCHHIO, €CIIM TONBKO F He OyzaeT XOTs Obl Ha JBa
nopsiJika OOJbllle BEIMYMHBI ONTHMabHOrO 3HaueHus. Korma F HAcTONbKO Beauko, ZT CIAMIIKOM
MaJio, YTo0bI ero MOXHO OBIJIO TOYHO OMPEIEIUTh.

B npubnuxenun #2 Mbl BKIIFOUAEM JIBa MEPBBIX WiICHA C MPABOW CTOPOHBI ypaBHEeHHUs (6), HO

3aMmeHseM (As/Cs + Ay/Gar) HA 2 Ay/Cyy , TAK UTO

KR=2M  Fs g (8)
Oy Opum
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Hameli motuBammeri Oymer TO, 4YTO IS XOPOIIEr0 TEPMOAICKTPHUUECKOTO MaTepHualia
OTHOIIIEHHE TEIUIONPOBOIHOCTH K 3JEKTPONPOBOAHOCTH BPsA JM HAMHOTO IPEBBIIIAET 3HAYCHHE
Bunemana-®panna. Kpome Toro, mepsple 1Ba wWieHa B MpaBOW 4YacTH ypaBHeHHA (6) Maibl IO
CPaBHEHHUIO C TPEeTbUM wieHOM. HiKHsS KpuBasg Ha pHC. 2 TIOKa3bIBaeT OTHOWIEHHE Z7 W3 JTaHHOTO
NpHONIMKEHHsI K €ro HMCTHHHOMY 3HA4YeHHI0. JTO TPpUONMIKeHHoe 3HaueHue Z7, 0003HauYeHHOE
ZapproxT, OTn4aercs He Oonee yeM Ha 3 % OT MCTUHHOIO 3HAYeHUs, Korjaa F Ha MopsgoK Oomblie
BEJIMYMHBI ONTHUMalbHOrO. TakuM oOpa3oM, ypaBHeHHe (8) MO3BOISIET HaM OBICTPO ONPEACIHTH
TEIUIONPOBOIHOCTh MOTYMPOBOIHUKA.

455

Z, o /ZT 1

approx

== == [Ipuonmxenue Nel

[MpuGmmxenune Ne2
0,5

0 1 2 3 4 5

log,,F

Puc. 2. I'pagpuk 3a8ucumocmu Z 0, T/ZT om log;oF. B npubnuoicenuu #1,
ZapproxT = o T/KyiRs, a 6 npubnuorcenuu #2, Zyppron T = o T/KyRs + 2 M/ous

Hakomnell, He00X0AMMO OTMETHTh, YTO MEPEHOC TEIlIa U3TYYCHHUEM HIIM TPOBOIUMOCTBIO BJIOJIb
AJIEKTPUUECKUX BBIBOJAOB HE YyUYWTHIBaiCSA. Kak W mpum Ipyrux H3MEPEHUAX TEIUIONPOBOIHOCTH,
BEJIMYMHBI MIOTEPh MOTYT OBITH OIPEACIICHBI, €CIIM M3MEPEHHUS IIPOBOIATCSA Ha oOpasiiax pa3iIudHOMN

JJIMHBI Y1 TOTIEPEYHOI'0 CCUCHU .

BbiBOoAabI

ITonBons wuTor, NOJYEPKHEM, YTO U3MEPEHHE MAKCHUMAIBHOIO CHHYKEHUS TeMIlepaTypbl A Thax
€CTh HEOCIIOPUMBII CIoco0 MOATBEPXACHUs 000 MPETeH3UH Ha BBICOKYIO JOOPOTHOCTH HOBOTO
TEPMOIEKTPUYECKOro Marepuana. 3HaueHue A T,y JUISI Iapbl HA OCHOBE 3TOr'0 MaTepuasa 1 MeTalla
CYIIECTBEHHO HIDKE, YeM eclii Obl OTpUIATENbHAas M IIOJIOKHUTENbHBIC BETBU OBLIM XOPOIIMMHU
TEPMOIJIEKTPUYECKMMHU MaTepranamu. ClieoBaTeNnbHO, NOIyIeHHYI0 100pOTHOCTE MOXHO OTHECTH K
JIOBOJILHO Y3KOMY TeMIlepaTypHOMY nuamna3oHy. Kpome Toro, mepBeie 1Ba WieHa B MpaBOil 4YacTH
ypaBHeHUs (6) Mallbl IO CPAaBHEHHIO C TPETHUM WieHOM. [loka3zaHo, 4To MpH BEIOOPE TPEX pa3IHYHBIX
(dhopM-(haKkTOPOB ISl METATMYECKON BETBH MOYKHO TIOJTYYUTH ONTHMAJIBHBIC Pa3Mephl, TIO3BOJISIONINE
HANTH OTHOIICHUE 3JIEKTPONPOBOAHOCTH K TEMJIONPOBOJHOCTH B MONynpoBojHuke. Koddduiument
3eeOeka MOIYNPOBOJHHUKA OMpEAENAETCS JIETKO, IMOCKOJIBKY OH HE 3aBUCHT OT pa3MepoB oOpasra.
TaxuMm 006pa3oM, MOJKHO MOIYYUTh JOOPOTHOCTH CAMOI'0 MaTepHaa.
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MpbI noKa3ajm, 4TO IEIecO00pa3sHO U3MEPSITh MaKCUMaJIbHOE CHUDKEHHE TeMIepaTypbl A Tiax,
Korjga OTHOIICHME IJIMHBI K IJIOMIaAW IMOICPEHYHOIO CCUCHHA I METAJIMYECKON BETBU HAMHOI'O
MPEBBIIIACT ONTHUMaNbHOE 3HadeHue. Torma ATi.,c MOXKHO CHHU3MTH He 0ojiee 4eM Ha HECKOJBKO
rpajycoB, TaK 4TO zs] MOKHO OTHECTU K KOHKPETHON TeMIlepaType.

Pacuer zsT TpeOyer 3HaHUsS 3JIEKTPOIPOBOAHOCTH IOJIYIMPOBOAHUKA. B mpHHIIMIE, €€ MOXHO
HalTH U3 HU3MCPCHUA ATmax, Korga OTHOLICHUC IJIMHBI K IIJIoOMIagn ITONCPEHYHOI'0 CCUYCHUA I
METaJUIMYECKOM BETBM HAMHOTO MEHBIIIE, YeM ONTHMajibHOE 3HaueHHue. OJHAKO, BEPOSTHO, yI00HEe
ONPENENATh AIEKTPUUECKOE COMPOTHUBJIEHME MOTYMNPOBOJHMKA HEMOCPENICTBEHHO, MCIOb3Ys TOK,

KOTOPBIN JOCTATOYHO BEJHK, YTOOBI MPUPaBHATH AT K HYIIO.

INlutepaTtypa

1. Ioffe, A. F. (1956). Semiconductor thermoelements and thermoelectric refrigeration. London:
Infosearch.

2. Harman, T.C. (1958). Special techniques for measurement of thermoelectric properties. J. Appl.
Phys., 29, 1373.

3. Goldsmid, H. J. (2006). DkcriepuMeHTBI MO MPSIMOMY U3MEPEHUIO TEPMOIIEKTPUIECKON (DUTYPHI
JIOCTOMHCTBA, TepMoanekTpudecTso, 1, 5.

4. Goldsmid, H. J. (2016). Introduction to thermoelectricity. (2™ Ed.) Heidelberg: Springer.

5. Puneet, P., Podila, R., Karakaya, M., Zhu, S., He, J., Tritt, T. M., Dresselhaus, M. S., and Rao, A.
M. (2013). Preferential scattering by interfacial charged defects for enhanced thermoelectric
performance in few-layered n-type Bi,Tes. P. Sci. Reports, 3, 3212.

[Hocrynuna B pegaxiuio 15.02.2018

S. Bhattacharya' doctor,
assistant professor,
H. J. Goldsmid’, doctor

' Department of Physics and Astronomy, Clemson Nanomaterials Institute,
Clemson University, Clemson, SC, USA; e-mail: e-mail: arao@g.clemson.edu;
? School of Physics, University of New South Wales, Sydney, Australia
e-mail: e-mail: hjgoldsmid@bigpond.com

DETERMINATION OF THE THERMOELECTRIC FIGURE OF MERIT
THROUGH THE MAXIMUM TEMPERATURE DEPRESSION
USING THE PELTIER COOLING EFFECT

1t is well known that the maximum temperature depression that can be obtained by means of the Peltier
effect is simply related to the figure of merit, Z, of a thermocouple. However, for good thermoelectric
materials, with ZT of the order of unity or greater, this temperature depression, T, can be very large and
it is difficult to assign the measurement to a particular temperature. This is less of a problem if the
thermocouple consists of a semiconductor and a metal since ZT and T, are then much smaller. We
show that the measurement of T, for a semiconductor-metal couple can yield a value for the
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dimensionless figure of merit, T, of the semiconductor. We also show that there are attractive features in
the measurement of T, for a couple, in which the ratio of the form factors for the two branches is very
far from optimised. Bibl. 5, Fig. 2.

Key words: thermoelectricity; peltier cooling; figure of merit; measurement.
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