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The main genre types of ancient Ukrainian memoirs (autobiographies, 
diaries (diariushi), travelling notes, cryptomemoirs) and their peculiarities are 
discovered. Historical narrative and autobiographical elements they contain are 
analyzed; criteria of Ukrainian memoiristics evolution are distinguished. 
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Lubovets N. I. Ukrainian memoiristics of XII–XVIII centuries: 
biographical component.

Key words: memoiristics, ancient Ukrainian memoirs, historical narrative, 
biographical component, Ukrainian memoiristics evolution

As to the process of Ukrainian memoiristics evolution, it is asserted that it 
aroused on the basis of early literary and historical medieval genres (lections, 
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autobiographies, walkings) and spread broader in the baroque period (diaries 
(diariushi), autobiographies, forewords and afterwords), which approved devia-
tion from church traditions and consolidation of particular national world view. 
Discovering the memoirs as an important component of general historical and 
cultural process of – V  centuries, it is worth mentioning that in Ukrainian 
tradition ancient memoirs were outwardly directed, i.e. they were intended for a 
broad target audience and their author aimed to transfer own experience in his-
torical life and personal receptions of these events. In our opinion, smaller num-
ber of Ukrainian memoirs as compared with neighbors is related to unfavorable 
political conditions (absence of nation state), as well as some indifference of the 
Ukrainians to historical memory and history, which does not make them less im-
portant factor of social and political thought and historical and cultural process.
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