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Biographical information about library scientists and scholars of Ukrainian 
librarianship in 20th – beginning of 21st century is systematized and analyzed. 
Historical overview has been performed; basic tendencies and stages of 
Ukrainian library biography study are grounded. 

Key words: library scientists, scholars of librarianship, library biography 
study, bio-bibliography. 
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Kivshar T.I. Ukrainian library biography study of 20th – beginning 
of 21st century: stages and tendencies.

Key words: library scientists, scholars of librarianship, library biography 
study, bio-bibliography. 

Scientifi c work of our science on library and librarianship as to library 
biography study comprehension and determination of its developmental 
stages and tendencies is discovered. Biographical information about library 
scientists and scholars of Ukrainian librarianship in 20th – beginning of 21st 
century is systematized and analyzed. It has been found out that appearance 
of the fi rst attempts of textual depiction of separate scholars’ of librarianship 
life journeys in the form of solitary popular biographical essays, followed 
by short bibliographical lists of their works, is a typical tendency of library 
biography study for 1920th. But at the beginning of 1930th library biography 
study development was interrupted after a notorious “discussion of library 
science theoretical problems”, which negatively infl uenced on fate of many 
Ukrainian Soviet library scientists and scholars of librarianship. Tendency of the 
names prohibiting resulted to impossibility of publishing historically important 
personalities’ biographies and comprehension of their individual peculiarities 
and also to slowing development of library biography study of our country. It 
is researched that in 1960th – 1980th a successive selective “humanization” of 
history of library science and library biography study is noticed with “metered” 
biographical information about separate Ukrainian, mostly Soviet library 
scientists and library workers. Library biography study as a whole humanitarian 
science in Ukraine of this period existed in conditions of ideological conformism, 
stagnation and artifi cial limitation of source base. It was proved that in 1990th 
there was a typical tendency of librarianship personalization; biography study 
was developing under motto of returning the names of library scientists and 
scholars of librarianship suppressed in Soviet period and comprehension of 
their scientifi c heritage. Critical reappraisal of Soviet library biography study 
took place, range of its scholars’ names broadened. It is found out that at the 
beginning of 21st century ranges of names broadened, learning of Ukrainian 
library science founders’ biographies deepened, new bio-bibliographical 
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publications appeared, forming of bio-historiography is noticed. Writing of 
personal biographical references, biograms about scientifi c libraries employees’ 
library activity became a typical phenomenon. 
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