Incmumyuiiina icmopis ykpaincoxoi ounnomamii ouuma ii yuacnuxie
Institutional History of Ukrainian Diplomacy through the Eyes of Those Involved

I0piit BOTAEBCBHKHUI,
Haossuuatinuii i IlosnosaxcHuti [Tocon,
semepar OUNIOMAMUUHOL CIYHOU;

Izop TYPAHCBHKW,

Haossuuaiinuii i Ilosnosaxcruii Iocorn,

sermepar OUNIOMAMU4HOL CIIYHOU,

unen Hayionanvnoi cninku scypranicmie Ykpainu

ITPO M1OI'0O BHECOK
Y PO3BUTOK YKPATHCBHKOI IUITTIOMATII
HE CJ/I111 3ABYBATHU

Anomauis. Crarrio npucssueHo mam sti Teopris Teopritosuya Illeserns, sxmit y cimpe-
CATUX POKaX MUHY/IOTO CTOMITTS 06iliMaB mocagy MiHicTpa 3aKOPEOHHUX CIIpaB pafisiH-
cbkol Ykpainu. B ymoBax ToraniTapHol pajssHCbKOI CUCTeMM JIOMY BAa/IOCs 3pOOUTH 4M-
MaJIo0 HO3UTUBHOTO /ISl PO3BUTKY BiTYM3HIHOI AumioMaTtii. TpUALsTh pOKiB TOMY B06Ir
KiHIIsI JIOTO >KUTTEBUIT UUISIX. ABTOPM SULATHCS 3 UMTa4aMy OCOOMCTVMI BpakKeHHSAMMU
PO 110 JIIOAVHY, iJ] KepIBHUIITBOM SIKOI pO3IIoYasacs Ta MUHa/IA iXHs OaraTopiuHa am-
IJIOMaTUYHA CTyXK0a, a TAKOXX PO3MIPKOBYIOTb IIPO iCTOPiI0 YKpalHCbKOI AMIUIOMaTii Ta
PO 3B’5130K IIOKOMTiHb THX, XTO il TBOPHUB.

Kntouosi cnosa: M3C Ykpainu, 30BHIIIHA MOMITUKA, YKpaiHCbKa AMIIZIOMATiA, MiXKHa-
ponHi opranisanii, YPCP, pagsaHcbka cucteMa, IUIUIOMaTUYHA CITyX0a.

[Tpucssiayemo 1i crorajgu cBiTiiit mam’'sTi Teopris Teopriiouya Illesens,
OJIHOTO 3 MiHICTpPiB 3aKOPJOHHMX CIpPaB illle pajsgHCbKOI YKpaium, Akuit o6i-
JIMaB 3a3Ha4YeHy nocapy noxHaz 10 pokis.

[Mopinutuca 3 YnTagyamMy HaAyKOBOTO LIOPiYHMKA «YKpaiHa JUIIOMATUYHA»
ocobucTuMy BpaxeHHssMu 11po Teoprist [eopriitoBuya, mig KepiBHUI[TBOM 5IKO-
ro 6y/10 po3noyaTo Hally 6aratopiuHy AMIUIOMATUYHY CIyXXOy, My BUpium-
NNy 3B’A3KY 3 TUM, 110 9 TpaBHA 2019 poky itoMy 6 BUIIOBHWIOCS CTO JIT.
Ha npeBenukuii >xaib, Ipo Iie 3abyay He jyile YUCIEHH] TOCHiHUKN icTO-
pil yKpaiHCBKOI AUIIOMaTii, HayKOBI, a I MiHiCTePCTBO 3aKOP/IOHHNX CIIpaB
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Bucmyn Minicmpa 3axopdonnux cnpaé YPCP LI Illesenst na XXXIII cecii [enepanvtoi Acambnei OOH
2 soemms 1978 poxy, Hvio-Hopx

Statement by H.E. Heorhiy Shevel, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Ukrainian SSR, at the 33" regular
session of the United Nations General Assembly, October 2, 1978, New York

HaIIOI fiep>KaBy, [JumromaTyHa akajeMisa YKpainu iMeHi [eHHaziia YioBeHka.
[Ipukpo, amKe igeThcA PO MIOAUHY, AKil B YMOBaX TOTa/IiTApHOI PaIAHCHKOI
CUCTEMU BJANOCA 3[IICHUTU YMMAaJIO IO3UTUBHOIO JI/IA PO3BUTKY BiTUM3HA-
HOI JuIuIoMartii. MOBUTBCA, 3pEMITON0, IIPO iCTOPiI0 YKPalHChKOI JUIIOMATII,
a TAaKOXX 3B’S130K MK IIOKOJIIHHAMM — TUX, XTO ii TBOpUB, i ciBpobOiTHMKaMM
M3C nuninHboi Ykpainu. Tak yrpadaoTh HaOyTi JeCATUIITTAMYU TPafuIil.
[Tompu Te 1o Ieopriit IeopriitoBny HiKO/MM paHille He MaB CIIPAaBy 3 IIUTAH-
HSMU 30BHIIIHBOI MOMITUKM, BiH BUABMUBCA JOCUTH €(PEKTUBHUM KepiBHUKOM
30BHIIIHBOIIOMITUYHOTO BiJOMCTBA, TOBOPAYM CY4YaCHOI MOBOIO, YCIIIIHUM
MeHemxepoM. Ha mocapi MiHicTpa BiH He mpocTo nepebyBas, a 4ecHO Bifmpa-
uoBas i3 10 ceprnaa 1970 poxy o 18 mucromaga 1980-ro. I3 nmpuramMmanHoro
JIOMY NIPAIIbOBUTICTIO T HAIIOJIEI/INBICTIO, BUCOKOI BUMOITIMBICTIO ;O 30BCIM
HEBE/IVMKOTO KOJIEKTVBY CIiBPOOITHUKIB i OBCAK/IEHHOIO TYPOOTOIO ITPO KOX-
HOTO 3 HIX. BogHO4Yac MiHicTp 6yB OCTYIHMM KepiBHMKOM, 1O KabiHEeTy AKOTO
OyZb-AKOI XBUIVTHY MO>KHA OY/I0 3alITH [/I BUPIIIEHHS He Ti/IbKY CITy>KOOBUX,
a i1 ocobucTux nuTaHb. Bin 3aBxan 6yB TOTOBMIT BUCTYXaT! KOXKHOTO. 32 JI0TO
CYBOPOIO 30BHIIIHICTIO IPMXOBYBAIOCA oOpe MofChbKe ceplie. Y IboMy oMY,
0e3yMOBHO, lorloMaras HaOyTHil BeJIVIKUI >KUTTEBUI i TpodeciitHuit focBif,.
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Bin camoro movaTtky po6otu Ha mocazi minictpa leopriit [eopriiioBuy moka-
JlaB YMMaJIO 3YCU/Ib IJIS Mi/IBUILeHHA KBasTidikarii mimrermx, ifeTbcs, 30Kpema,
1po I7MO6O0Ke OBOJIOMiHHSA iHO3eMHMMI MOBaMM, @ TAKOX J/Is 3MillHEHHS KBasli-
¢dikoBaHMMU KafpaMy SIK amapary MiHICTepCTBa, TaK i HAIINMX MpPeCTaBHUITB
3a KOpPJIOHOM IIpM Takux ycraHopax: Opranisanis O6’eqnanux Hamiin (OOH)
y Hb}O—VIOpKy (CIIA), Oprasizanis O6’egnanux Harit 3 muTaHb 0cBiTH, HAYKM
ta Kynerypu (JOHECKO) 3i mra6-kBaptuporo B [Tapyoki (Ppanuis), BiggineHHs
OOH ra inmi mixuaapopHi opranisauii B JKenesi (IlIseitijapis). Kpim Toro, Bin
JIOMIrcsi CyTTEBOTO NMOXXBaBjieHHA ydacTi YPCP B ymoBax ii IOBHOI 3a/1€KHOCTI
Bifi pagancpkoro M3C y misanbHOCTI €Bpomneiicbkoi eKoHoMiuHOI Komicii OOH
(EEK) Ta B ogHOMY 3 HayOiIbIINX i HajicTapilMx 00 €[HaHb CBIiTY, pO3TallIOBa-
HoMmy B JKeneBi — MixHapopHiit opranisaunii mpani (MOII). Baptum yBaru € i
Takuit GakT: HpoTAroM ycix pokis, komu LI IlleBenb oyomoBas ykpainceke M3C,
npencraBHKkiB YPCP 37 pasiB obupanu o CKIajy KepiBHMX OpraHiB pi3HUX
MDKHapOIHNUX OpraHisaliiit, ix ceciit Ta koHepeHwi. Yopomosx 1970-x pokis
Ykpaincobka PCP mignucana it patngikysana 64 6araTocTOpOHHIX MDKHApOJHIX
JIOKyMeHTH, 30KpeMa i1 Jlorosip mpo 3a60poHy posMillleHHs Ha IHi MOpIB i oke-
aHiB Ta B IX HaJ[pax sflepHOI 30poi Ta IHIINX BUAIB 30pOi MaCOBOTO 3HMUILCHHS
(1971 p.) Ta BineHcpKy KOHBeHIIiI0 IIPO MPEACTABHUILITBO JIePXKaB Y iX BifHOCHHAX
i3 MbkHapogHMMM OpraHisauiaMu yHiBepcalbHOro xapakrepy (1975 p.).

Benuky yBary npupinas Ieopriit IeopriiioBid Tako)X HOIy/IApu3anii Ta yrBep-
JPKEHHIO iMiIpKy YKpaiHy 3a KOPJOHOM SIK OfjHi€l 3 KpaiH-3acHOBHMIb Opranisarii
O6’eqnanyx Haniit (OOH), 1i 3n00yTKiB y HayKOBiil, KyIbTYpHiil Ta ryMaHiTap-
Hiif TajTy3sX, 3MiI[HEHHIO 3B A3KiB i3 3aKOpOHHIM yKpaiHcTBOM. Lleit BasxmmBuit
HarnpsAM Yy cBoiit gisnbHocTi M3C 37ilicHIOBaIO B TicCHil cHiBIIpalli Ta B3a€EMOJi 3
ToBapucTBoM 3B’A3KiB 3 yKpaiHIAMY 3a KopgoHoM (ToBapucTBo «Ykpaina») Ta 3
YKpalHCbKVIM TOBapUCTBOM JIPY>KOM i Ky/IbTYpHOTO 3B’AI3KY i3 3apyOKHMMM Kpa-
imamu. Li B rpomayicpKi opraHisariii, Xo4 i nepeGyBam Iifi IIOCTITHOIO OIIKOI0
HapTIilHMX OpraHiB Ta BijoMoi crencmy»xou, 3aiiicHIIM 6arato Ha/I3BUYaiiHO KO-
PVICHOTO 11 3MiLIHEHHS 3B’A3KiB 3 yKpaiHIsamm 3a koppoHoM. IlIkopa, 1o ixHio
isUIbHICTD OY/I0 IPUITHEHO B He3a/IeXHill YKpaiHi — Take pillleHHS OJHO3HAYHO
Oy710 HOMMIKOBYM. AJKe BiffTOfii B YKpaiHi He CTBOPWM/IN KOIHOI CTPYKTYPHU, KO-
Tpa IpOJoBXWIA O Ty BEUKY poOOTY, SIKY 3[i/ICHIOBaIN IIPOTATOM 6ararbox po-
KiB 3a3HaYeHi BUIIe OpraHisariii, Ak ofHy 3 GOpM HAPOTHOI AUTIIOMATIL.

OT>xe, XTO OM 110 He TOBOPMB HVHI NP0 YKPAiHCBKY AUIUIOMATiI0 pajisiH-
CbKOTO IIepiofly, Hepifko BHAIOYMCh O BUTAfJaHMX OLIHOK i OesmificTaBHMX
BIUICHOBKIB, He3arepedHM (aKToM € Te, 1o came B poku poboru LI llleBens
Ha rocafii MiHicTpa Halla AuIUIoMaris HabyBala Ta 3Mil[HIOBaIa HeOOXiTHMI
IpaKTUYHUI TOCBif i MpodeciiiHy AUITIOMaTUYHY MalICTepHICTB, 1110, O pedi,
Oynu smy1eHi BusHaBatu it y Mocksi. Bermkoro 3acyroro e-Te, sk itoro mix
c06010 3 TIOBAro Ha3MBaIyU CHiBPOOITHMKM MiHiCTEpCTBa, 6Y/IO i1 Te, 10 caMme
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Jenezauiss YPCP na 32-ii cecii [enepanvroi Acambnei OOH, m. Hoto-Vopx, 1977 p., 1-it pad cnpasa nanieo —
Minicmp 3axopoonnux cnpae YPCP LI Illegenv, [locmiiinuii npedcmasnux YPCP npu OOH

B.H. Mapmunenko, nucomennux O.M. ITiocyxa. 2-1i pao 3niéa Hanpaso: cniepobimmnuxu M3C -

IO.B. Bozaescvokuii (nomiunux Minicmpa), B.I. Kpuscaniscvkuti, M.M. Binoycoe

Ukrainian SSR delegation at the 32" regular session of the United Nations General Assembly,

New York, September 1977. The front row (from right to left): Heorhii Shevel, Minister for Foreign Affairs,
Volodymyr Martynenko, Permanent Representative of the Ukrainian SSR to the United Nations,

Oleksandr Pidsukha, the Ukrainian writer. The second row (from the left to the right): MFA staff members —
Yurii Bohaievsky (assistant to the Minister), Volodymyr Kryzhanivskyi and Mykhailo Bilousov

3a jforo ininiatmBoo Ha By fIpocnaBiB Ban M. Kuesa 6yno ciopymxeHo zme-
KiZIbKa OIIAaTHUX 6y;[iBe)1b T TeHepa/IbHUX KOHCYIbCTB CXiJHOEBPONEICHKIX
nepxas — Ilonmbwyi, Yropmunn, HimMenpkoi [JeMOKpaTndHO1 Pecny6ni1<1/1, Ye-
XOCTIOBAaY4YMHY Ta HU3KM IHIIKX, 30KpeMa il TUX, Y AKUX CbOTO/IHI MPaLIoITh
iHO3eMHI INIIOMAaTUYHi Micil, aKpeIUTOBaHi B He3a/meXXHil YKpaiHi. [IpmitHa-
Te X y manekomy 1970 poui Bumum mapriiHuM KepiBHunrsoM YPCP pimen-
HA npo nepesefenHaA leopria Illesena 3 BUCOKoOI mocagy 3aBifyBada Biffiny
nponaranay i aritanii IIK KITY na BakaHTHY Tofi mocagy KepiBHMKA 30BHIlI-
HbOIIOITUYHOTO BiJOMCTBA BUABU/IOCA Ha KOPUCTb YKPAIHChKiil AUIIZIOMATII 3
TOYKM 30py HaJJaHHA i/l HOBOTrO AuxaHHA. CIOliBaEMOCH, 1[0 TAKOI XK JyMKI
¥ Ti Hami 6araTopiuHi Ko/mery, BeTepaHy JUIUIOMaTUYHOI CIIY>KOU, AKi TaKOX
no6pe 3nanu leopris TeopriitoBnya Ta mpaioBani mif i10r0 KepiBHUIITBOM.

Y nmonepennix cnoraziax mij Ha3Bow «Mmu He IIyKany CBOEI JJOJTi, BOHA CaMa
obupana Hac» (Y]I-2016, ctop. 270-293) onuH 3 aBropis (10.B. boraescpkmin)
3rajiaB IIpo Te, 110 MajbKe Yepes ABa poku poborn y Bigaini mpecu M3C YPCP,
y IKOMY BiH Ii3HaB IIepIli TOHKOIIi /I 0COOMMBOCTI AK MMCbMOBOI, TaK i IIpaK-
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TUYHOI guIriomarii, [eopriit [eopriiioBud 3anponoHyBaB IOMY CTAaTH JIOTO I10-
MiYHMKOM. «Ba)kKo HaBiTh YABUTH, K CK/Ianacs 6 MOs HOfaIbIIa AUIIOMA-
TUYHA [0/, — 3a3HAYMUB BiH, — AKOU He OY/I0 TaKOI IPOIO3NILil, IKa CTaja JiIs
MeHe IOCUTDb HECIIOfIiBaHOI0, ajie BOHOYAC i Ay>Ke NmpueMHow0. Ha 11iii HOBiit
nocasi s Bifnpaiioas 6isble JBOX POKiB 6e3 )KOJHUX 3ayBaXkeHb 3 OOKY Mi-
HicTpa. Voro moBipa 10 MeHe, IUITIOMaTa-TIOYATKIBIs, HA/[UXa/a I joflaBana
6i7pIII0I BIIEBHEHOCTI y CBOiX MOX/MMBOCTAX. [TocTiiiHe mepeOyBaHHA MOPYY
i3 Teopriem leoprilioBuyem, BUKOHaHHA JIOr0 Pi3HOTO 3MICTY I XapaKTepy JI0-
PY4YeHb, OIIpAIIOBAaHH Hi/ITOTOB/IEHNX JI/IsI HBOTO CIIBpOOiTHMKaMu MiHicTep-
CTBa JOKYMEHTIB, IIPOEKTIB JIOTO BUCTYIIiB, 30KpeMa Ha ceciax [eHepanbHOI
Acamb6nei OOH, crana misa MeHe 1ie OGHIEI0 BaXK/IMBOIO IIKOIOK 36aradeHHsA
BJIACHOTO AK XUTTEBOIO, TaK i IUIIOMATUYHOIO JOCBiy».

Ocob6mcTo Ham OyI10 He MIIe TeTKO IPALIOBATH 3 TAKMM MiHICTpOM, a ¥ Ipu-
€MHO CIIJIKYBaTVCS 3 HUM Y BUIBHUIL 4ac. A TaKMX MOXXJIMBOCTEI Oy/I0 JOCTAaT-
Hbo. I1ig yac HepopManbHKX 3ycTpivell, a HAATO B 3aKOPJIOHHUX BilIpsKeH-
HAX, AK-0T 10 Hbto-Vlopka, Mu Ta Hauii Koneru 6y Bxe He TIELTUMU oMy
criBpobiTHMKaMM, a 6KaHUMY CHiBPO3MOBHMKAMI. Y Taki XBWIMHMU HIXTO
3 HaC He BiguyBaB pi3HMII B Oocafiax i O6yab-AKuxX BiKOBUX paMoK. Mu 6aun-
i, 10 MiHiCTp movyyBaB cebe KOMPOPTHO B HAIllill KOMIIaHil, )KapTyIo4u, pos-
NOBifal0uM pi3HOMaHITHI icTOpii 3i cBOro OypeMHOTro MapTMU3aHChKOTO XKUTTSA
yaciB JIpyroi cBiTOBOI BilfHM JI IIOJ/IbIIOI BiJIIOBiJaTbHOI KOMCOMOJIbCHKOI
Ta MapTiitHOI po6oTtu. Take HEMOXX/IMBO 320y TH!

Tomy 1i/TKOM OOTPYHTOBAaHMM i CIIpaBeIMBMM BBaXKaEMO 3pOOIeHNIT CBOTO
4acy OJHMM i3 JOCTIZHMKIB iCTOPII BITYM3HAHOL AUITIOMATII BUCHOBOK IIPO T€,
10 «Oy10 6 HeKOpeKTHO BBakaty 70-Ti pOKM MUHYJIOTO CTOJITTS TAaKUMU, 1110
MUHY/INU JAPEMHO Ji/1 YKPaiHChKOTO 30BHIIIHbOIIOMITUYHOTO BiJlOMCTBay.

Hesanepeunum ¢akToM € 1 Te, IIPO 1[0 MM BXKe 3Ta/[yBaJIl, ajie BBAXKAEMO 32
JIOLi/IbHE BKOTpPE HArOJIOCUTY Ha TOMY, IO 3aBJsAKM HaOyTOMY B Ti pOKM Ha-
VMY JUIUIOMATaMU IPAaKTUYHOMY HOCBily Ta IXHbOMY BU3HaHOMY ITpodeci-
OHasi3My 6y/10 3rofoM cOPMOBAHO AUIIOMATUYHY CITYXKOY BXKe He3a/IeXKHOI
YKpainu Ta OCHOBHI 3acajiu ii B/TaCHOI 30BHIIIHbOI ITOIITUKY, CIIPAMOBAHOI Ha
3aXJCT HaI[jOHaJIbHUX iHTepeciB meprkaBu. HebesmifcTaBHO X y mepli poku
Hamrol HesanexxHocti M3C YkpaiHu BBaxamu Haitbinbll epeKTUBHOIO Jiep-
’KaBHOIO YCTaHOBOIO.

LIporo mirta, a came 17 nunuA, MuHYIO0 BXe 30 POKiB, K 3aBEPIINBCA XKUT-
TeBuii mAX 70-pivHoro toxi Ieopria leopriiosuya Illesend. A 18 mucromana
1980 poxy, Koy 11oMy IiIIOB muie 62-11 piK, 10r0, HECIIOIBaHO /1A BCIiX HaC,
BiIpaBM/IN Ha MEHCIIO «3a BIKOM». A BiH Mir 61 3po6uTH 111e 6arato KOpUCHO-
TO JJIs1 pO3BUTKY YKPaiHCBKOI AuIioMarii. 3ycTpiyanoduch MOTIM ilje He pa3
i3 HuM, Oy/10 HOMITHO, K BiH CTpaXKaB MOPANbHO ¥ (i3nvHO, ajpKe He Mir
3MUPUTHUCS 3 TUM, SIK i3 HMM 00iliIIacs TORINIHS BIaja.
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[TepebyBatoun B>ke TSHXKKOXBOPUM Y JIiKapHi, TPMMAIOUUCh 3 OCTAHHIX CUII,
BiH Ii{6a/JbOPIOBAB THX, XTO IPOBiZIyBaB J10T0, TEIIMMU CJIOBAMU T4, SIK 3aBX-
iU, CTYIIHUMY TPOQeciiiHuMY TOpaiaMi.

byny4yn mopuHor0 CBOro 4acy, Impauiolouy y BCTAaHOBJIEHUMX TOMI MeEXax,
[T IlleBenib BogHOYAC OYB CBOEPITHOIO 11 HEOPAVHAPHOIO ocobucTicTio. Cripa-
Ba, SIKOIO BiH 3aiiMaBcs, O6y/a 3aBxau noHap yce. Takum Teopriit [eopriioBuy
3aJIMILIAETHCS He JIMIIe B HAIN IaM AT, @ 11 Y MaM ATi TUX, XTO 3HaB JIOTO i
IIpAIIOBAB PAa3OM i3 HUM.

Bo nmam’ATh — epenyciMm 3faTHICTD He 3a0yBaTy MyuHYysoro. Lle Tpe6a Takox
MaTy Ha yBasi 11 He 3a0yBaTy HUHIIIHbOMY OKOTIHHIO YKPaiHCbKMX JUIIIO-
MaTiB.

Yuri BOHAIEVSKY,
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary,
Veteran of diplomatic service;

Thor TURIANSKY]I,

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary,
Veteran of diplomatic service,

Member of the National Union of Journalists of Ukraine

HIS CONTRIBUTION TO THE DEVELOPMENT
OF UKRAINIAN DIPLOMACY
SHOULD NOT BE FORGOTTEN

Abstract. The article is dedicated to Heorhiy H. Shevel, Minister for Foreign Affairs of
Soviet Ukraine from August of 1970 to November of 1980.

The authors presented sincere recollections about this well known person, under whose
leadership they began their diplomatic service that lasted for several decades.

The decision to share those memories with readers of Diplomatic Ukraine was prompted by
the fact that on May 9 this year was Mr. Shevel's 100 anniversary. Unfortunately, neither the
researchers of the history of Ukrainian diplomacy, nor those in charge of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and the Diplomatic Academy paid the necessary tribute to this event.

The authors of the article focus on the fact that with no previous experience in foreign
policy matters Mr. Shevel managed in the conditions of a totalitarian Soviet system to realize
important ideas in the interests of the Ukrainian diplomatic service and its development.

From the very start of his duties as Minister of Foreign Affairs he undertook many practi-
cal steps to promote and improve the professional skills of his subordinates, to ensure their
perfect command of foreign languages and to provide the Ministry s staff and Ukraine's per-
manent missions at the United Nations in New York, UNESCO in Paris and at other interna-
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tional organizations with a skilled personnel. Moreover, despite essential dependence on the
policy of the USSR Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Shevel also succeeded in ensuring more
visible results of participation of the Ukrainian SSR in the activities of the United Nations
Economic Commission for Europe and in the International Labour Organization.

During his term as Minister for Foreign Affairs, representatives of the Ukrainian SSR
were elected 37 times to the governing bodies of various international organizations, their
sessions and conferences. As an evidence of substantial resurgence of Ukrainian diplomacy
of the said period is the fact that the Ukrainian SSR also signed and ratified 64 multilateral
international documents.

Minister Shevel also paid particular attention to establishing Ukraine's image abroad as one
of the original members of the United Nations, by promoting its achievements in scientific,
cultural and humanitarian fields, as well as to strengthening ties with Ukrainian communities
in various foreign countries. This very important component of its work the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs accomplished in close cooperation with two public organizations - the Society
for ties with Ukrainians abroad (Society Ukraina) and the Ukrainian Society for friendship
and cultural relations with foreign countries.

Minister H. Shevel was also the initiator of the construction in Kyiv of several buildings to
locate Consulates—General of Eastern-European states. Nowadays, these buildings are used
by diplomatic missions of respective foreign states accredited in independent Ukraine.

The authors of the reviewed article are confident that despite various fabricated and often
unfounded conclusions about the Ukrainian diplomacy of the Soviet period the irrefutable
fact is that during Minister Shevel's years it acquired and strengthened the necessary practi-
cal experience and professional diplomatic skills.

Therefore, they support as indisputable the conclusion made several years ago by one of
the researchers of the history of National diplomacy that “it would be incorrect to consider
the 1970s of the past century as such that passed oft in vain for the Ukrainian foreign-policy
office”

30 years have passed since the untimely death of Heorhiy H. Shevel on July 17, 1989. Be-
ing a man of his times and performing highly responsible duties of the Minister of Foreign
Affairs, in actually limited framework, he was at the same time a peculiar and extraordinary
personality. And as such a figure he will always remain in the memory of all who knew him
well and had the opportunity to work under his management.

Because memory, emphasize the authors of the noted article, means first and foremost
the ability not to forget the past. And this, they remark, is what the present generation of
Ukrainian diplomats must keep in view and never forget.

Keywords: Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ukrainian diplomacy, foreign policy, interna-
tional organizations, diplomatic service, memory.
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