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MI3IHOAHTUYHI MEYATKHM 3 JTABHbOI CEPIMKU
LATE ANTIQUE SEALS FROM ANCIENT SERDICA

Summary.

The subject of this publication is three seals, each raising interesting questions. During
the archaeological explorations of the ancient city of Serdica (now Sofia) conducted in the past
ten years, 48 lead seals from the 4" — 7" A.D. period have been discovered. The scientific
novelty of the discovered bullae are little-known specimens, or not described until now in the
specialized literature. The description of all of the seals is given.

The first one relates to John, excavated at the ‘Metro station 8 II’. The print is perfectly
preserved with a very strong relief of the images of the Virgin with Child between two cypresses
is relatively rare in combination with various reverses unpublished till now. It dates back to the
6" A.D. The second Byzantuim seal excavated at ‘Vesletz’13. (the territory of ancient Serdica)
and there are there are no analogues.

During the early Byzantine Empire, only the first or baptismal name was used on seals.
The parents had a large choice of names: Latin names or their Hellenized versions were used
in the eastern part of the empire, traditional Greek names with regional traditions were widely
used, also names of Christian saints appeared, which gradually became very popular. As a
result, every twelfth child was baptized with the name John, and as a result there are a large
number of bulls named John , and some have the same name on both sides, which is usually
explained by the kinship between the two persons . In order to identify the person, in some cases
his position or title is added, but even this information is not enough to identify the owner of
the seal, known to us from documentary or epigraphic sources.

Another seal from ‘Vesletz’ 13 has an image of the Mother of God that is of the earliest
type presented on the seals. There are different variants of the described monogram, there is no
identical to the one on the seal from Serdica, also difference being in the position of the letter P.

In Bulgaria, only 3 copies of persons with the title patricius (VI-VII c.) are described,
two with a block monogram and one with an inscription. In the seals discussed above, the names
and the title of the owner are given in monogram form. Generally there are two types of
monograms. block and cruciform. It is accepted that the first type appeared not earlier than
the fifth century, when on the coins the name was also written in this way. The letters are located
at the ends of the cross or at the intersection of its shoulders. This shape, as well as the angles
formed, allows a large number of letters to be used.

Conclusions. Usually, seals like the ones presented above dated to the period 6"-7" A.D.
An important circumstance for the bullae from Serdica is that they were found during
archeological excavations, in stratified sites and in layers with dated numismatic material, in
which the coins of Emperor Justinian I (527-565) and Tiberius Constantine (578-582)
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predominate. This is an important indication, which makes it possible to specify the dating of
the bulls no later than 2% of the 6" A.D.

Key words: Serdica, Sofia, sphragistics, Byzantium Empire, Justinian I (527-565),
Tiberius Constantine (578-582), Christianity, Dacia Mediterranea.

Anomauis.

00°’eckmom Oocnidxicennsa 8 yiu nyonikayii oopano mpu nedamsu, KONCHA 3 SAKUX
suxauxae yixaei 3anumannsi. 11io uac apxeonoziunux po3eiook cmapooaenvo2o micma Cepoixka
(nuni 6 mescax Coghii), npogedenux npomseom OCMAHHIX Oecamu pOKig, OVIO BGUSBILEHO
48 ceunyesux neuamox IV-VII cmonimms nawoi epu. Haykoea nHoeuzna susgnenux 6yn noiieae
Y MAn08i00MOCmi 86e0eHUX Y HAYKOBUL 00ie 3pa3Ki6, HeONUCAHUX Oomenep )y Cneyianizoearill
nimepamypi. Haoano onuc ycix neuamox.

Ilepwa neuamka 3 imenem loana, 3uaiioena npu poskonkax nHa « Cmanyii mempo 8 I1».
Jlecenoa uyooeo 30epeanacs 3 oyace 8UcCOKUM penveghom 300paxcenv bocopoouyi 3 Icycom midnce
08oMaA KUNApucamu, wo MNOPIGHAHO HeYaAcmo mMpanii€emvcs )y NOEOHAHHI 3 PIZHUMU
Heonyonikoganumu ooci munamu pesepcy. Ilewamka oamyemuvcs VI cmonimmsam nawioi epu.
pyea eizanmiiticoka neuamxka, susisiena Ha oo ekmi «Becney 13» (mepumopis cmapooasnvoi
Cepouku), maxkodic He MA€ AHAN02I8.

3a uacie pannvoi Bizanmii na neuamkax 6UKOpUCMOBYBANOCA Juwie nepuie 4Yu
xpecmunvte im’s. bamvxu manu eenuxuti 6ubip iMeH: Yy CXIOHIU wacmuHi imnepii
BUKOPUCIOBYBANUCH TIAMUHCHKE IMeHa abo ix enninizoeari eepcii. [lIupoxo suxopucmogysaiucsy
MPpAOUYitiHi epeybKi iMeHa 3 pe2ioHAIbHUMU MPAOUYIAMU. 32000M 3 ABUNUCT MAKOHC IMEHA
xpucmusncokux Cesamux, AKi LOCmMynogo Habyu 8eIuKoi nonyiapHocmi. AKk pe3ynvmam, KO#CHA
oganaoyama oumuna o6yna xpewjena Ha im’s loan, 8 pe3yromami 4020 3 ’A611€MbCA EUKA
Kinbkicmo 0ynn 3 imenem loan. /lesaxki maroms oOHaxoge im’s 3 000X CMOPIH, WO 3a36UYall
NOSICHIOEMbCS CNOPIOHEHICMIO Midic 08oma ocobamu. [[ns moeo, ujob ioenmupikysamu ocooy,
8 OKpeMux 6unaokax 000aemvcs ii nocaoa uu mumyi, ajie Hasimv yiei iHGopmayii
HedocmamHvo 011 i0enmugikayii 61acHUKa neuamxu, 8i00M020 HAM 3 OOKYMEHMANbHUX YU
eniepagiunux dceper.

Il]e oona newamxa 3 06’exma «Becney 13» mae Hatioaguiuioco muny 300paxcenHs
boowcoi Mamepi, sike npedcmaeénene na neuamxax. Ichyromo pi3ui eapianmu onucy8auoi
MOHO2pamu, Hemace ioeHmuynoi oounuyi na nevamyi 3 Cepoiku, makoxc pisHuYys Nousi2ac 8
pozmautyeani rimepu P.

YV Boneapii onucano nuwe 3 newamxu i3 mumynom «nampuyiyey (VI=VII cm.): 08i — 3
OI0K-MOHO2PAMOI0 MA O00HA 3 HANUCOM. B onucanux euwe neuamkax imena ma mumyi
B1ACHUKA HABOOAMbBCA Y QUNAOL MoHOZpamu. Icuye 0ea munu moHocpam: 0O10Koea ma
xpecmonodiona. Ilputinamo esasicamu, wjo nepuiuti mun 3 si8U8cs He pariuie V cmonimms, Koau
HA36a MAKa camo 8 Mol dce 4ac yKazyeanacs Ha monemax. Jlimepu posmawiogani Ha KiHysax
Xpecma abo Ha nepemuHi 11020 npomerie. Lla popma, a maxosic ymeopeni Kymu 00360J51uU
BUKOPUCMOBYBAMU BENIUK) KINbKICMb PIZHUX Jlimep ) Jle2eHOI.

Bucnoexu. 3azeuuaii, newamku, noodioni 00 npeocmasieHux suuje, OAmyrmuvcs
nepiooom VI-VII cmonimms u.e. Baxciusa demans 015 6ynn i3 Cepouxu 6 momy, wo 60Hu 0ynu
3HAUOeHI ni0 4ac apxeono2iYHUX pPO3KONOK Yy CMpamu@iko8anux Micysx ma 6 wapax i3
0amoBaAHUM HYMIZMAMUYHUM MAMEPIALIOM, Y AKOMY MAKON’C HAABHI MOHemU IMNepamopis
FOcmuniana I (527-565) i Tubepia Kocmanmuna (578—582). e saxcnusa exaziska, saxa oae
3MO02y YMOUHUmMU 0AmMy8aHHsA NeYyamox He nizHiwe opyeoi nonosunu VI cmonimms nawoi epu.
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Kniouoei cnosa: Cepouxa, Cois, cppacicmuka, Bizanmiticoka imnepis, FOcmunian 1
(527-565), Tubepiti Kocmaumun (578—582), xpucmusucmeo, Cepedzemromopcoka Jlaxis.

The problem statement. During the archaeological explorations of the ancient city of
Serdica (now Sofia) conducted in the past ten years, 48 lead seals from the 4" — 7" A.D. period
have been discovered. Until recently, sphragistic monuments from this late antique center have
not been published, which was not logical and very mysterious, given its status of a major city
of Dacia Mediterranea province'. The scientific novelty. Some of the discovered bullae are
little-known specimens, or not described until now in the specialized literature. The subject of
this publication is three seals, each raising interesting questions.

The first (Fig. 1) has the following description: Obverse: The Virgin Hodeghetria,
standing facing, with the Infant Saviour on her left arm; she wears nimbus, chiton and
maphorion. Christ wears nimbus and himation. In field left and right, cypress tree with top
bending towards the Virgin. Wreath border. Reverse: Cruciform monogram?. Wreath border.
(& — v- © - 8) Imbvvov. Translation: (Seal of) Joan. Lead, 23-25 mm; weight of 16,58 g.
Archaeological excavations at ‘Metro station 8 11>,

There are no exact parallels. The print is perfectly preserved with a very strong relief of
the images. It dates back to the 6™ A.D. A bull with obverse The Virgin with Child between two
cypresses is relatively rare in combination with various reverses. Until now, there is no seal
with this description in the array of sphragistic monuments from Bulgaria*, and the published
copy by Zacos’ has a reverse different from the one of the copy found in Serdica.

The second seal (Fig. 2) presented here is with: Obverse: In a grainy circle, a cruciform
monogram with the letters A, N, 8, w. It reads Iodvvov. Reverse: Cruciform monogram A, N,
H, 8. In this monogram, the reading is uncertain, and one of the variants may also be lmdvvov,
Lead, 15-20 mm; weight of 10,21 g. Archaeological excavations® at ‘Vesletz’ 13. (the territory
of ancient Serdica). There is no known parallel.

During the early Byzantine Empire, only the first or baptismal name was used on seals.
The parents had a large choice of names: Latin names or their Hellenized versions were used
in the eastern part of the empire, traditional Greek names with regional traditions were widely
used, also names of Christian saints appeared, which gradually became very popular’. As a
result, every twelfth child was baptized with the name John, and as a result there are a large
number of bulls named John®, and some have the same name on both sides, which is usually
explained by the kinship between the two persons’. In order to identify the person, in some
cases his position or title is added, but even this information is not enough to identify the owner
of the seal, known to us from documentary or epigraphic sources.

Vladimirova-Aladzhova D. A Seal of Constantin I from Serdica. — Studia Academica Shumenensia 2016, 3, 2016, 82—88; Binagumuposa-Anamkosa /1.
[Meuat ua Ilpuck or Cepauxa (VI-VII B.) Bulgaria Mediaevalis 7 (2016), 33-38; Biagumupoa-Amnamkosa /1. [Teuar na nmneparop Tubepuii 11
Koncranrtus ot Cepauka. — B: Coopuuk B yect Ha npodecop Ilersp Jenes. Codus, 2017, 627-632; Bnagumuposa-Anamxosa J{. TeproBeku nedaru
ot Cepnuka. Studia Archaeologica Universitatis Serdicensis, Supplementum VI (2018) Stephanos archaeologicos ad 80 annum professoris Ludmili
Getov. Codus, 509-514; Bnagumuposa-Anampkosa J{. AHOHHMEH Ieyar ot Kpast Ha V 1 Hayanoto Ha VI Bek otkput B Cepauka. B: ,,brirapcko maperso®
Imperium Bulgariae B uect Ha 60 rogumuniza Ha gou. I'eopru Huxonos. Codus, 2018, 125-131; Vladimirova-Aladzhova D. Lead plate with the name
of Bishop Theodore found in Serdica. — Studia Academica Sumenensia Contribution to Byzantine Sigillography. Vol. V, 2018 Shumen University Press,
95-100; Bragumupoa-Aamkosa . MoHEeTH 1 IIIOMOH OT BpeMeTO Ha TeTpapXusTa, oTkputi B Cepauka. — Hymusmaruka, cdpaructika i enurpaduxa,
14,2018, 107-114.

2 Zacos G. — Veglery A. (1972) Byzantine Lead Seals. Vol. I (Basel) no. 249.

3 1 thank Dr. Mario Ivanov for the opportunity to publish the artefact.

4 Jordanov I. Corpus of Byzantine Seals from Bulgaria. Vol. I, Sofia, 2003; Jordanov I.

Corpus of Byzantine Seals from Bulgaria. Vol. II, Sofia, 2006; Jordanov I. Corpus of Byzantine Seals from Bulgaria. Vol. 111, Sofia, 2009; Jordanov I. The
Collection of Mediaval Seals from the National Archaeological Museum Sofia, 2011.

3 Zacos, G. — Veglery, A. Byzantine Lead Seals. Basel 1972, no. 1119.

¢ Benuukos, XK. Cnacurennu apxeonorudecku paskonku B YIIU IX — 11 ot kB. 16, 30ua I' — 14, nenrsp no mnana ua rp. Codust, ynuua ,,Becnen 13. —
ApXeosorniecky oTKpuTHs U paskonku mpe3 2013 r. Codus, (2014), 370-371; Bragumuposa-Anamkosa, J[. HyMusMaTHuHN TaHHU 32 )KUBOTA B
Ceppuxa npe3 II-111 B. (O6exr Becner 13). — U3Bectus Ha ncropudeckus myseit lHlymen. lymen, (2014), 16, 339-346.

7 Cotsonis, J. The Contribution of Byzantine Lead Seals to the Study of the Cult of the Saints (Sixth-Twelfth Century), Byzantion 75, 2005, 383-497.

8 Cheynet, J.-Cl., Caseau, B. Sealing Practices in the Byzantine Administration. — In: Regulski, I., Duistermaat, K., Verkinderen, P. (ed.) Seals and Sealing
Practices In the near East Developments in Administration and magic from Prehistory to the Islamic Period. Leuven—Paris—Walpole, MA, 2012, 134,
133-148.

° Nesbitt, J. W. Double Names on Early Byzantine Lead Seals. DOP 31, 1977, 109-121.
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Description of the third seal: Obverse: Bust of the Virgin (Nikopoios), nimbate, facing,
with head of the Infant Christ before her; she wears the usual dress. In field left and rigth cross.
Wreath border. This image of the Mother of God is of the earliest type presented on the seals'.
Reverse: Cruciform monogram as on the horizontal hasta on the left are the letters I1, E, on the
right P, K; on the vertical hasta above 8, below A. It reads [IETP8 TTATPIKIS8 — seal of Peter
Patricius. Lead, 16/19 mm; 8,19g (Fig. 3) Archaeological excavations at ‘Vesletz’ 13 (the
territory of ancient Serdica).

There are different variants of the described monogram, but I did not find identical to
the one on the seal from Serdica. It is closest to the one reported by Laurent’ the only difference
being in the position of the letter P, which is at the top end of the vertical hasta, and the author
reads it as PETP8 PATPIKIS. The same reading with a similar monogram is reported by Zacos?>.

Patricius is the highest honorary title from the time of the late Roman Empire, which
was introduced during the time of Constantine the Great by analogy with the Roman patricians
of the Roman Republic. It is awarded to high-ranking officials, including eunuchs and foreign
rulers®. The review shows that from the Dumbarton Oaks collection 52 stamps from
VI-VII A.D. with personal names bearing this title were published®, at Zacos 11 different
monograms are deciphered as patricius®. In Bulgaria, 3 copies of persons with the title patricius
(VI-VII c.) are described, two with a block monogram and one with an inscription’, as well as
3 from Romania — two with a cruciform monogram and one with a block monograms?. Patricius
appears on stamps not only as a title, but as a personal name as well’. Dozens of persons with
this name are known in prosopography, among them Orientis, praefectis, honorary consul and
others!?.

In the seals discussed above, the names (NeNe 1, 2) and the title (Ne 3) of the owner are
given in monogram form. Generally there are two types of monograms: block and cruciform.
It is accepted that the first type appeared not earlier than the fifth century!!, when on the coins
the name was also written in this way. In the middle of VI A.D., the cruciform monograms
appeared, which are considered to be the typical Byzantine model'. Initially, it coexisted with
the block type, but gradually replaced it. This is connected with the final affirmation of
Christianity in Byzantium, when the cross as its simplest and most expressive symbol was
placed at the base of the cruciform monogram. The letters are located at the ends of the cross
or at the intersection of its shoulders. This shape, as well as the angles formed, allows a large
number of letters to be used. This gives the opportunity to encrypt long inscriptions, which fully
meets the requirements of a country with an overdeveloped bureaucratic system. Later, when
iconoclasm banned the worship of images, the interest towards the cruciform monograms
increased'. They appear everywhere on objects of monumental and applied art, on the capitals

! Bulgurtu, V., Ilash, A. Seals from the Museum of Afyon (Turkey). — Studies in Byzantine Sigillography, 8, K.G. Saur Miinchen—Leipzig, 2003, 132,
no.1; Seibt, W. Die Byzantinischen Bleisiegel in Osterreich. 1 Tail, Wien 1978, no. 63.

2 Laurent, V. Documents de sigillographie byzantine. La collection C. Orghidan (Bibliotheque byzantine — Documents, 1). Paris 1952, Ne 598.

3 Zacos, G., Veglery, A. Byzantine Lead Seals. I. Basel, 1972, no. 1193.

4 Kazhdan, D.P. (ed.) The Oxford Dictionary of Byzantium. Oxford University Press, 1991, 1600. The wives of the patricians wore the title patrician.

5 http:/www.doaks.org/resources/seals/byzantine-seals#b_start=15&c4=6th&c15-operator=or&c15=Patrikios. (26.02. 201. The seal of Peter Patricius is not published
in the collection.

¢ Zacos, G., Veglery, A. Byzantine Lead Seals. I. Basel, 1972, Pl. 239, no. no. 360-370.

"Yordanov, I. Corpus of Byzantine Seals from Bulgaria III, Sofia 2009, NeNe 469—470.

8 Barnea I. Sigilii byzantine din colectia Muzeului de istorie al Republicii Socialiste Romania. — Studii sirceta si cercetari de Numismatica, VIIL, 100, no.
5,11, 12.

° Cheynet J.-C., Gokyildirim T., Bulgurlu V. Les sceaux byzantins du Musée archéologique d’Istanbul. Istanbul, Juillet 2012, 8.174. Undoubtedly, the
variety in the monograms, which are read in the same way, is probably due to the popularity of the name in the period of the early Byzantine Empire.
Regarding the title of patricius in this period, the published seals suggest the possibility that she experienced a revival.

10 Martindale, J. The Prosopography of the Later Roman Empire A.D. 527-641. Cambridge, 1992, 11I-B, 971-972.

'Seibt, W. The Use of Monograms on Byzantine Seals in the early Middle-Ages (6th to 9th centuries). — Parekbolai 6 (2016), 2.
http://ejournals.lib.auth.gr/parekbolai In fact, in the fifth century, during the reign of Emperor Theodosius II (408—450) and his successors, square
monograms appeared on their coins, see Carson, R. A. G., Kent, J. P. C., Burnett, A. M. The Roman Imperial Coinage. The divided empire and the fall
of the western parts A.D.395-491. X, London, 1994, p. 277, NeNe 462—465; p. 282, NeNe 535-570 (Marcian); p. 293-295 NeNe 681-719 (Leo I).

12 Seibt, W. Op. cit., 2.

13 Crenanosa, E. B. K 5Bosfonnn MOHOrpaMM Ha paHHEBU3AHTHHCKHX Tledarsix. — BusaHTuiickuii BpeMeHHUK, 59 (84), Mockaa, 2000, 233.
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of temples, rings, on consular diptichs, silver vessels, coins, seals and more'. But the monograms
were most widely spread on lead seals, where they fit into the field of the matrix?.

The Conclusions. Usually, seals like the ones presented above dated to the period 6®-7®
A.D. An important circumstance for the bullae from Serdica is that they were found during
archeological excavations, in stratified sites and in layers with dated numismatic material, in
which the coins of Emperor Justinian 1 (527-565) and Tiberius Constantine (578-582)
predominate. This is an important indication, which makes it possible to specify the dating of
the bulls no later than 2 % of the 6™ A.D.
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