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MIJTHA MOHETA ITPABUTEJISI APTIOKIJIIB HAUM AJI-ITH AJIBITI
I3 IICTBMA KOHTPAMAPKAMHN

A COPPER COIN OF THE ARTUQID RULER NAJM AL-DIN ALPI
WITH SIX COUNTERMARKS

Anomauis.

Ilocmanoska npoonemu. Y cmammi npoananizo8ana cepis MiOHUX MOHem npagumenis
ounacmii Apmyxioie Xyccama anv-/[ina Timypmawa ma tioeo cuna Havima anv-/ina Anoni, saxa
nionsieana mMacogomy Haoxkapoyeanuio npomseom ycvozo XII cmonimms. Haykoea nosusna.
Aemopom usHaueHo cucmemy KOHMPAMAapKy8aHHs ma gnepuie npeocmasieHo HaoKapOyeaHHs.
Haiim ane-/{in Anvni, Hanecene Ha 11020 61ACHI MOHemMU WICMb pa3ie.

Apmyxkiou 6ynu mypkmeHncokor ounacmiero, saxa npasuna y Cxiouiti Anamonii, Ilieniuniii
Cupii ma Ilieniunomy Ipaxy ¢ XI ma XII cmonimmsx. I[Ipasumeni Apmyxkioie pozenaoaniu
oeparcasy K CNilbHy 61ACHICMb YleHie Ounacmii. Icnysanu mpu 2inku yiei ounacmii: Apmioxiou
l'icn Kauighu ma Amioa, Xappmnepma ma Mapoina. 3acnosnuxom 2inku Apmykioie y MapOini
6y6 opyeuit cun Amipa Apmyka, Havim anv-/in In-Ia3zi, axuii emix i3 €Epycanumy 489 poky
micaunoi Xiooxcpu (1096 p. n.e.). Pazom i3 opamom Myinom anv-/inom Cyrxmanom 8in ciyxcus
Benuxum Cenvoorcykam 0o 502 poxy micaunoi Xiooxcpu (1108—1109 pp.). V tioeo 6onodinns 6y10
gidoarno sadiciuge micmo Mapoin. Konu eybepnamop Anenno nomep, Haiim anv-/[in In-Iazi
MaKodc ompumas i ye micmo, aie nepeodas tloco ceoemy curnosi Xycamy anv-iny Tumypmauty.

Cenvoorcyxcokuii npasumens Ipaxy Adyn-Kacum Maxmyo mooi naoas Lno-Iazi micmo
Maiiagapikin y /[ca3zipi, sike enawmysanu apmukyiou Mapoina, noku 60Ho He OYi10 8mpayene
arbioamu 580 poky micaunoi Xioxcpu (1184—1185). Hicns cmepmi In-I'azi 516 poxy micsaunoi
Xioowepu (1122 p.) tioco koponiecmeo 6y10 noOiNeHO Midc mpboma cnaokoemysamu, a Tumypmau
ympumyeas Mapoin. Hozo cnaokoemyem cmae eounuii cun Hatim anv-Zin Anvni y 547 poyi
micaunoi Xioowcpu (1152 p.). Lapcmeo Apmykioie Mapoin cmano Haubirvwum i
Haumpueaniwum, icnysano 0o 812 poxy micaunoi Xioocpu (1409 p.), nicaa 6yno 3axonieHo
Tumypom (Tamepnanom), onunuswiucey nio kommponem Typxmena Kapa Koyuny («Hopua
8i8YAY).

Haeeoerno onuc «cepeonix oupxamie» Xycama anv-/lina Timypmawa i Hatima anv-/{ina
Anbni. Oouieto 3 ioomux npobrem y cepii mowem «Apmyxiou Mapoina» 3aruwaemvcs
npobrema KOHMpMapKy8auHs MioHux oupxamie Xycama anv-/ina Timypmawa ma tioco cuna
Haitima anv-/lina Anoni. Ilpu novamky npaeninnusa Hativa anv-/{ina Anoni monemu tioco bamoka
npooosxcysanu yupkyiosamu. OOHax 60HU HEB0083i npomucmosiiu Anvni, ouesuoHo, wood
VHUKHYMU NAYMAHUHU.

Mu 3naemo npo 08i KoHmpmapKu. «00UH PA0OK» ma «08a psaokuy, onucaui IlInenenepom
ma Caiiicom 5K 008iIbHUM CNOCOOOM HaHeceHi Ha asepcu oupxamis Tumypmawa, iHOOI
00U08i — Ha 0OHIU MoHemi. L]ikaso, wo KOHMpamapka « 00UH PsOOK» 4acmo 3acmoco8yEMbCs
8 MoMY dHc camomy Micyi, wjo i epasiuosanuti npizeéuwiem Ha monemax Hatim anv-/[in Anoni.
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Ane ye 6yno me ece, Haitim anv-/[in Anoni makodc 6e3 po3oopy KOHMPAMAPKY8A8 6lACHI
MOHemu, — IHOOI 3 KOOHUM POKOMY», THOOI 3 «080MA paoKamuy, a iHo0i oboma cnocobamu
giopazy — ane 3aedxucou Ha asepcax. OuesuoHo, ne2eHOU pegepcy He NOBUHHI OyIuU
cnomeoprosamucs. Yomy ye ouene KoHmpmapxkyeauns 30itichue Hatim anw-/[in Anbni Ha
oupxamax cgeoeo bameka ma Ha eracHux mounemax? Ha 6iominy 6i0 iHwux monem,
sukapoyeanux sa npaeninua Xycama anv-/lina Tumypmawa ma Hatim anv-/{in Aneni,
KOHMPMAPKU 3ACMOCO8YBANUCS GUKTIIOUHO OJISl YbO2O MUny monemu. Ak yice 32a0y6anocs,
koumpamapxu Havim anv-/{in Anoni na monemax Xycama anv-/ina Tumypmawa moenu 6ymu
BUKOPUCMAHT 3 MEMOIO YHUKHYMU NIYMAHUHU MIdXC MOHemamu bamoka i cuna. Konmpamapxa
enacuux monem Hatim anv-/{in Anoni mozna mamu we 08i NPUUUHU:

Kopomwa xoumpamapka «ooun psiooky i3 npizeuwiem Haiim anv-/[in Anoni yvacmo
HAHOCUNLACS NOPYY 13 2pAgipo8aHuM npizeuwem Ha wui. B pezynomami koHmpmapxysaums
npizeuwie Haiim anv-/{in Anoni 6yn0 6inbus oueguoHUM.

Y 1875 p. Jletin-Ilyn npunycmus, wjo Kohmpmapka «080X NiHit» 3 HO8010 HA3680t0 Manik
Hiapbakp (kuaze Hispoaxp) nocayscuna nonynsapuzayii po3uuperts 1io2o 80100inH: Ha I1isHiy.

Bucnoeku. Haiiv anv-/lin Anoni wupoko GuUKOpucmosyeas KOHMPMApKU, uoo
giomedicysamu cebe 8i0 c8020 bambvka ma 00csAemu HaAOLILULOT MONCIUBOT NONYIAPHOCII Yepe3
MOHemu 5K HOCIs 81acHo20 imeHi. IIpo ye ceiouums i moi gpaxm, wo cmapi 8i3aHMiliCbKi
MoHemu, AKI yupkymoeanu y nanysanti Havim anv-/{in Anoni, 6ynu 6io3naueni npomu 1020 imeHti
«najmpy.

Knrwuoei cnosa: Apmyxiou, Cxiona Anamonis, llisniuna Cupisa, Ilieniunuu Ipax, Haiim-
an-/in Anoni, mione kapOysants, KOHMPAMAPKYBAHHSL.

Summary.

Scope of the study. A specific series of copper coins of the Artuqid rulers Hussam al-
Din Timurtash and his son Najm al-Din Alpi were extensively countermarked during the twelfth
century. The scientific novelty The author discusses this system of countermarking and presents
a countermark naming Najm al-Din Alpi, which was applied six times on his own coins.

The Artuqids were a Turkmen dynasty that ruled in Eastern Anatolia, Northern Syria and
Northern Iraq in the eleventh and twelfth centuries. On II-Ghazi’s death in 516 (1122) his
kingdom was divided among three heirs, with Timurtash retaining Mardin. He was succeeded
by his only son Najm al-Din Alpi in 547 (1152), and the Artuqid kingdom of Mardin became
the largest and most enduring, lasting until 812 (1409), when it was seized by Timur (Tamerlane)
and later controlled by the Qara Qoyunlu (‘Black Sheep’) Turkmen.

The description of the ‘copper dirhams’ of Husam al-Din Timurtash and Najm al-Din
Alpi are given.

One of the well-known problems in the series of the Artuqids of Mardin is the
countermarking of the copper dirhams of Husam al-Din Timurtash and his son Najm al-Din
Alpi. During the early part of the reign of Najm al-Din Alpi, the coins of his father continued
to circulate. However, they were soon countermarked by Alpi, evidently to avoid confusion.

We know of two countermarks, with ‘one line’ or with ‘two lines’ randomly applied on
the obverses of Timurtash's dirhams, sometimes both on the same coin. Alpi’s countermarks on
the Timurtash coins could have been used to avoid confusion between the coins of father and
son. The reasons of the appearance of the countermarks are described.

Double countermarking did not necessarily occur simultaneously. Apparently, Alpi used
the countermarks extensively to differentiate himself from his father and to achieve the greatest
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possible popularity through the medium of coin. This is also shown by the fact that the old
Byzantine coins circulating in Alpi’s dominions were countermarked with his lagab ‘najm’.

Keywords: Artuqid, Eastern Anatolia, Northern Syria and Northern Iraq, Najm al-Din
Alpi, copper coinage, countermarks.

The main material. 4 short historical introduction. The Artuqids were a Turkmen
dynasty that ruled in Eastern Anatolia, Northern Syria and Northern Iraq in the eleventh and
twelfth centuries. The Artuqid rulers viewed the state as the common property of the dynasty
members. There were three branches of this dynasty: The Artuqids of Hisn Kayfa and Amid, of
Khartpert and of Mardin.

The founder of the Artuqid branch in Mardin was the second son of the Amir Artuq, Najm
al-Din 11-Ghazi, who fled Jerusalem in 489 H (1096 AD) with his brother Mu‘in al-Din
Sukman I.! He served under the Great Seljugs, and by 502 (1108-1109) came into possession
of the important city of Mardin. When the governor of Aleppo died he received that city as well,
but handed it over to his son Husam al-Din Timurtash.

The Seljuq ruler of Iraq, Abu’l-Qasim Mahmud, then awarded I1-Ghazi the city of
Mayyafariqin, in the Jazira, which the Artuqids of Mardin held until it was lost to the Ayyubids
in 580 (1184—1185). On I1-Ghazi’s death in 516 (1122) his kingdom was divided among three
heirs, with Timurtash retaining Mardin. He was succeeded by his only son Najm al-Din Alpi in
547 (1152), and the Artuqid kingdom of Mardin became the largest and most enduring, lasting
until 812 (1409), when it was seized by Timur (Tamerlane) and later controlled by the Qara
Qoyunlu (‘Black Sheep’) Turkmen.?

A ‘copper dirham” of Husam al-Din Timurtash (Fig. 1).

Timurtash struck coins with a diademed, long-haired male head to the right in the style
of the Seleucid king Antiochos VII (138—129 BC). The legend on the reverse reads in kufic
script: al-malik al- ‘alim al- ‘adil Husam al-din/Timurtdash bin/lighazi/bin Artug (The wise sword
of the faith king Husam al-Din Timurtash, son of Ilghazi, son of Artuq). At the end of the last
line there is the Artuqid tamgha. No mint (presumably Mardin) and no date is given but 542 H
is thought to be the first year for this type.*

A ‘copper dirham’ of Najm al-Din Alpi (Fig. 2).

Diademed, long-haired male head to right — the same as the obverses of his father’s
coins — but with the laqab’ najm al-din (star of the faith) on the neck. The reverse reads in kufic
script: malik al-umard/abii’l-muzaffar/Alpi bin/Timurtash bin/Ilghazi/bin Artuq (prince of the
princes, father of victory, Alpi, son of Timurtash, son of [lghazi, son of Artuq), followed by the
Artuqid tamgha. The mint is presumably Mardin, and the date is assumed to be c. 547-549 H
(1152-1154 AD). The lagab is normally engraved into the obverse die so that it looks rather
like a countermark, but a few specimens do not show the lagab.®

The problem of countermarking. One of the well-known problems in the series of the
Artuqids of Mardin is the countermarking of the copper dirhams of Husam al-Din Timurtash
and his son Najm al-Din Alpi. During the early part of the reign of Najm al-Din Alpi, the coins
of his father continued to circulate. However, they were soon countermarked by Alpi, evidently
to avoid confusion.’

! The brothers were driven away by the Fatamid vizier al-Afdal Sahaniah (author).

2 This part of the historical introduction is an excerpt taken from the website of the high quality David collection in Copenhagen —
https://www.davidmus.dk/en/.

3 ‘Dirham’ is the designation for silver coins. Because some of the Artuqid copper coins show al-dirham in the inscriptions, this term is exceptionally
used for all Artuqid coppers — cf. Spengler and Sayles 1992, p. xiv.

4 Artuk and Artuk 1971, p. 396 f.; Whelan 2006, p. 76.

5 Lagab is an honorific or descriptive epithet consisting of a title, surname or nickname.

¢ Cf. for example Yap1 ve Kredi 2009, p. 106, no. 15936.

7 Lane Poole 1875, p. 24.
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We know of two countermarks, with ‘one line” or with ‘two lines’, drawn by Spengler
and Sayles (Fig. 3). These countermarks were randomly applied on the obverses of Timurtash’s
dirhams, sometimes both on the same coin (Fig. 4). Interestingly the ‘one line’ countermark
often is applied at the same place as the engraved lagab on Alpi’s coins. But that was not all;
Alpi also indiscriminately countermarked his own coins, sometimes with the ‘single line’ and
sometimes with the ‘two line’ countermark, and occasionally with both! — but always on the
obverses. Evidently the legends on the reverses should not be defaced. Why was this strange
countermarking carried out by Najm al-Din Alpi on dirhams of his father and on his own coins?

In contrast to the other coins minted under the rule of Timurtash and Alpi, the
countermarks were exclusively applied on this coin type. As already mentioned, Alpi’s
countermarks on the Timurtash coins could have been used to avoid confusion between the
coins of father and son. The countermarking of Alpi’s own coins could have had two reasons:

The shorter ‘one line’ countermark with his lagab was often applied next to the engraved
lagab on the neck?. As a result of the countermarking, Alpi’s lagab was more obvious.

And already in 1875 Lane-Poole has assumed that the ‘two line’ countermark with the
new title Malik Diyarbakr (prince of Diyarbakr) served to popularize the expansion of his
dominion to the North.?

After all, we can assume that the double countermarking did not necessarily occur
simultaneously. Apparently, Alpi used the countermarks extensively to differentiate himself
from his father and to achieve the greatest possible popularity through the medium of coin. This
is also shown by the fact that the old Byzantine coins circulating in Alpi’s dominions were
countermarked with his lagab ‘najm’.*

The fact that the image on the obverse was defaced did not seem to matter, as long as the
reverses with his title were still legible. And in fact, it seems that the countermarks were applied
very carefully, so that the reverses were affected only minimally. Presumably, the damage to
the reverse may have been avoided by placing the coin on a block of slightly soft pitch, or even
a sheet of soft lead. Finally, there is the coin mentioned in the title of this article (Fig. 6). What
mayhave been the reason for this multiple countermarking? At first glance one must think of
an error or a mistake by the mint master. But such careful work seems to have been deliberately
done. As already stated, Alpi’s ‘two line’ countermark was usually applied regardless of the
appearance of the obverse of his coins. Furthermore Alpi was clearly anxious to use his coins
as an advertising medium for political propaganda. It seems obvious to associate the multiple
countermarking with this. Should it not be made clear —to all Alpi’s old and new subjects —
how powerful and successful their ruler was? It cannot be said with certainty until more is
known about the historical background and until other similar coins are published.
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Selected Bibliography

There is an immense literature on the Artuqid coins, which are very popular among
collectors. In order not to overload the footnotes and to give the reader a short overview of the
standard literature on Artuqid coinage, some important books and essays are listed below. This
literature is not ordered alphabetically, but chronologically. While the older literature essentially
dealt with the coins themselves, since the 1990s the focus has been more and more on the

! Spengler and Sayles 1992, p. 80: ‘“We have observed virtually every possible combination of these countermarks on ... coins of Timurtash and Alpi’.

2 Spengler and Sayles 1992, p. 80. Unfortunately, despite intensive research in the literature, private collections and www I have not found a picture with

the ‘one line’ countermark on Alpi’s coins.

3 Lane-Poole 1875, p. 24. Whelan 2006, p. 88 writes: ‘At some point while this type was in circulation he must have assumed or received from the caliph
the title “Malik Diyar Bakr’.

4 These countermarks have a different appearance from those discussed here. Cf. Lowick, Bendall and Whitting 1977 discussing the Mardin Hoard.
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art-historical or iconographic aspect. Certainly, the work of Estelle Whelan 2006 is the most
important available today.
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Illustrations

Figure 1: Figure 2:

Dirham of Husam al-Din Timurtash Dirham of Najm al-Din Alpi
(516-547 H/ 11221152 AD). (547-572 H/ 1152-1176 AD).
CNG auction 73, Sept. 2006, lot 1103, 12,00 g ! David collection Inv. No. C 150, 14,86 g

! Coins illustrated in this article are not shown to scale (usually approximately
x1.5). The average diameter of the coins is between 25 and 32 mm.
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Figure 3: Figure 4:
Drawing of Spengler and Sayles 1992, p. 77 and Dirhams of Husam al-Din Timurtash
enlargements of the countermarks. with one and with two countermarks

of his son Najm al-Din Alpi.
a) CNG auction 97, Sept. 2014, lot 846, 28 mm, 13,46g, 6 h
b) Schulze collection, 28 mm, 11,34g, 5 h

Figure 5: Figure 6:
Dirham of Najm al-Din Alpi with a ‘two line’ Dirham of Najm al-Din Alpi with sixfold ‘two line’
countermark countermark.
CNG eAuction 390, February 2017, lot 639, 29 mm, Schulze collection, 32,5 x 35,4 mm, 13,36 g, 3h
11,75¢g,6 h
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