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Abstract.

The history of Arab sway in Georgia has been researched thoroughly by many
scholars throughout the 20" and 21% century. However, futher research in this field
has been impeded by the dearth of original sources. Fortunately, numismatic material
serves as a specific but informative primary source. The goal of this work is to publish
two ‘Abbdsid coins, anonymous AH 152 fals (weight 2.42 g, dimensions 22.5 mm, die
axis 9 o’clock) and AH 240 dinar (weight 4.38 g), citing al-Mutawakkil and the heir
al-Mu ‘tazz Billah, both bearing the previously unpublished and unresearched
mintname Jurzan; also re-publish AH 248 dinar (weight 4.21 g) citing al-Musta ‘in
Billah, of Tiflts mint. Jurzan mintname is being published and discussed for the first
time by means of this article.

Jurzan was the term the Arabs employed for designating Georgia / east-
Georgian region of Kartli. We knew the mintname pairs of province - major urban
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center of the province type, like Arminiya — Dabil for Armenia, and Arran — Barda‘a
for Albania; now we have similar pair for Georgia as well: Jurzan — Tiflts. We
presume that all Jurzan coins were minted at Tiflis, the major Arab stronghold in the
contemporary eastern Georgia.

The significance of discovering the new Georgian / Caliphal mintname extends
beyond the framework of exclusively numismatic history and is determined by 1) the
date the aforesaid coins bear; 2) the coin metal employed; 3) their mintname, i.e.
Jurzan , substituted for Tiflzs for some reason.

The AH 152 (14/1/769-3/1/770) fals was minted in Georgia in the epoch of
major Khazar-Arab confrontation and anti-Arab insurrection / activities of the
Georgian mountaineers, the Ts’anars, following the major Khazar invasions of AH
145 and 147. We discuss the political, military and administrative changes based on
the narrative and numismatic data. The campaign of AH 147 / 764 (Ras Tarkhan'’s
invasion) culminated with Arab defeat. The northern provinces of the caliphate were
pillaged by the Khazars who seized and ravaged Tiflis; eastern Georgia and the Bab
al-Abwab area were affected the most. The Caliph decided to re-conquer the ‘Abbasid
North, and resumed hostilities in AH 148 / 765: new army was led by Humayd b.
Qakraba; however, by AH 148 the Khazars had evidently already evacuated eastern
Georgia and Tiflis. The Arabs created a network of fortified centers against the
Khazars, probably including al-Yazidyah (issuing the fuliis in AH 149 and 150). It is
unclear, who governed the province Arminiya in AH 148-152 (27/11/765-3/1/770) -
Humayd b. Qahraba, then again Yazid b. Usayd? According to al-Kiifi, appointing
Bakkar b. Muslim the Caliph dismissed none other than Yazid. Bakkar was the
governor in AH 152-153; he was replaced with al-Hasan b. Qa/kraba, who remained
the governor in AH 154-158. Al-Hasan b. Qakraba was probably dispatched because
of the Ts’anar revolt. The Ts anars attempted to make use of the political vacuum
caused by the Khazar invasions and gain independence from the Arabs, however,
unsuccessfuly. The Caliph initiated the reconquest of the northern provinces, in
particular, the Bab al-Abwab and Jurzan, two key areas, controlling the passes
through the Caucasus mountains which the Khazars could make use of to invade the
‘Abbasid North at some point in the future.

It is clear now that by 769 / AH 152 Tiflis (and, undoubtly, significant part of
Jurzan) was recovered by the Arabs, to such an extent, that they could operate a mint
there (no matter who was the governor then).

It is significant, that Jurzan was indicated as the mintname, not T7iflis. That
could constitute a declaration of a kind, reflecting the Arab ambition and desire to
control all of Jurzan (far from reality because of the Ts’anars). However, gold or
silver currency would presumably have had more declarative value. The authorities
had some reason for issuing the copper currency. In the decade and a half after Ras
Tarkhan’s invasion minting of the ‘Abbdsid coppers in the region intensified. Copper
currency possibly served as a public media outlet in a sense, in addition to its purely
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economic role, hence it was expedient to indicate the name of the current governor (or
his deputy). However, we are inclined to consider that the intensive issuing of copper
currency in the aforesaid cities within the aforesaid time frame reflects and indicates
the increased Arab military presence (involving a number of Arab warriors, resp.
settlers with families?) and ensuing local economic acvitivies.

The Jurzan dinar of AH 240 (2/VI1/854-21/V/855) and Tiflts dinar of AH 248
(7/111/862-23/11/863) pertain to the time period when Bugha affirmed and restored the
‘Abbasid control over the northern provinces, in particular, the Tiflts area in eastern
Georgia (Jurzan).

When the anti-Arab revolt in Armenia started, Al-Mutawakkil assigned the
governorship of the North to Bugha the Turk, who first suppressed the revolt in
Armenia and then moved to Georgia, where he seized Tiflis and killed local
recalcitrant ruler, Ishaqg b. Isma l. This happened on 5 August, Saturday, 853. Having
captured Tiflis and decapitated Ishdaq, Bugha attempted to expand Arab control in
Georgia. He gained victory over the army of west-Georgian kingdom, but was
defeated by the Ts’anars. Eventually Bughd was replaced by Muhammad b. Khalid.
Bugha was the governor in AH 237 (?) — AH 240 or 241. Mukammad was the
governor from AH 241 or 242 till he was replaced by ‘Isa b. al-Shaykh in AH 256.

The AH 240 dirham of Jurzan was minted when Bughd was still active in the
region, specifically in Jurzan, while the AH 248 dirham of Tiflis was minted in the
governorship of Mukammad. We know Tiflzs dirhams of AH 248-250, also issued in
the governorship of Mukammad. Dinars were issued in Dabil in AH 241 and in
Arminiya in AH 243, 246 and 252, dirhams were issued in Arminiya in AH 241, 243,
246-253, 255-256. In both Arminiya-Dabil and Jurzan-Tiflis cases the coin-minting
activity clearly intensified during and in the wake of Bughd’s stay in the region: the
coin-minting activities ceased and were resumed well before and after that period.

The name of the entire province was indicated on the AH 240 Jurzan dinar
because Bugha considered it expedient to declare the Arab control all over Jurzan
(which remained merely an ambition, since Bugha was defeated by the Ts anars). The
Metal employed for minting both Jurzan and Tiflis (as well as Arminiya and Dabil)
dinars perhaps also indicates that the authorities employed the mint/s for declarative
purposes. However, the more or less regular issue of silver currency at Tiflis, and
particularly Arminiya mints may rather reflect the more mundane intention to supply
the local residents (including, no doubt, the military) adequately with means of
exchange.

The discovery of the new mintname “Jurzan” (Georgia / Kartli), probably
designating Tiflzs, expands our knowledge on the numismatic history of Georgia and
the ‘Abbasid caliphate. Two coins presented by means of this article probably
constitute the earliest artifacts bearing the ethnotoponym Jurzan. Employing the name
of the province as a mintname evidently emphasized the Arab control of not just the
Arab outpost Tiflzs, but rather the entire province of Jurzan, i.e. eastern Georgia, or,
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rather the ‘Abbdasid ambition thereof. The unique copper and gold coinage of Jurzan
along with the unique gold dinar of Tiflis provide us with an intimate insight into the
contemporary political, military and economic proceedings in Georgia, or, generally
speaking, the ‘Abbasid North.

We consider the Jurzan coins, published and analyzed by means of this article,
as one of the primary sources on the history of Georgia and the ‘Abbasid North in this
epoch. Comprehensive analysis of all the available and upcoming data would
hopefully lead to the more up-to-date historiographic narrative of the rise and fall of
the Arab sway in Georgia and the region.

Key words: Georgian numismatics, new mint name, “Jurzan”, Abbasid dynasty.

Anomauisn.

Busuennro icmopii apabcvkoeo nanyeanns y I py3ii npudiruno ysacy 4umaio
suenux XX i XXI cm. Oounax, nodanvuliti pooomi 8 ybomy HANPAMK)Y NepeuKo0rHcald
manoducenvHicms  Oxcepen. Ha wacmsa, cneyugivnum, ane ingpopmamusrum
nepuLo0AcepPeloM 3aTUUAEMbC HYyMIZMamudnul mamepian. Mema nauioi pobomu
noseac 8 HAaykosill nyonikayii 08ox YHiKanbHux Adbacuocvkux MOHem AHOHIMHO20
genvcy 152 p.x. (Baca 2,42 2, oiamemp 22,5 mm, cniggionoutenuss cmopin na 9 2) i
ounapa (saza 4,38 2) 240 p.x. 3 imenamu ano-Mymaessaxina ma 1020 cnaoKoEMYsL AJlb-
Mymassa — na 060x Monemax 6KA3aHO paHiuie HeBIOOMUL | HeBUBYEHULl MOHEeMHULL
osip Jicypszan. Mu maxooic noemopHo nyoniKyemo yHikaavHuil ounap (saea 4,21 2)
248 p.x. monemnozo ogopy Tugiic.

IDicypzanom apabu nosuwauanu I py3ito, 30kpema cXiOHYy yYacmuHy KpaiHu —
Kapmani. Ham sioomi napu MoHemHux 080pie no muny npogiHyis — OCHOGHUL MICLKULL
yenmp nposinyii, Hanpuxiad — Apminia-/abine ona Bipmenii, Appan-bapoaa ons
Anbanii. Tenep oce nepeo namu napa ons I pysii — Jocypzan—Tugaic. Mu esasicaemo,
wo eci monemu Jicypzany xapobysanuca 6 Tugnici, ocHogHuti meepouni apabis y
I'pysii.

3Havennss HAyko8oz2o BIOKpumms HOB020 2pPY3UHCbKO20 / XanighamcbKoeo
MOHEmMHO20 080pY BUXOOUMb 3d PAMKU GUKIIOYHO HYMIZMAMUYHOL ICmopii i
3ymosnoemobcs: 1) damoro suweskazanux mowem,; 2) ix memanom, 2) 6KaA3i6Kow 5K
monem 0gopy Iicypzany, a ne Tughnicy.

Qenve 152 p.x. (14/1/769-3/1/770) kapoysanu y [pys3ii 6 000y xasapo-
apabcbKko2o NPOMUCMOSIHHA MA AHMU-APAdCbKO20 NOBCMANHA YAHAPIS, ePYIUHCLKUX
eopyis, nicisa xazapcbkux emopeuens 145 ma 147 pp.x. Mu po3zensoaemo nonimuyHi,
BIlICbKOBI MA AOMIHICMPAMUBHI 3MIHU, CRUPAIOYUCH HA HAPAMUBHI MA HYMIZMAMUYHL
Oorcepena.

Kamnania 147 p.x. — 764 p. (ymopenennus Pac Tapxana) 3axinuunace nopaskor
apabis. Xazapu cnycmowunu nieHiuHi nposinyii xarighamy, 3axonuiu i pozepadysaiu
Tugpnic. Haubinbwe nocmpasicoanru cxiona Ipysis ma obnacme bab-an-A6saba.

231



Ykpaincokuit nymizmamuunuii wyopiunux. Bun. 5. Ilepeacnas, 2021.

Xani¢h npuninsne piwenus eiogorsamu Ilisniu, y ecaxomy pasi Ipy3ito, i 6i0HO6U8
giticbko8i 0ii' y 148 p.x. — 765 p. Ha uoni apmii cmaeé Xymauio 6. Kaxmaba. Oonax na
motl yac xazapu ece sanuwunu cxiony I pysito i Tughaic. Apabu cmeopunu mepedxcy
VKPINJIEHUX NYHKmMI8 npomu Xasap, UMOGIPHO, BKIIYardu i Anv-Haszioiro (e
sunyckanuca ¢envcu y 149-150 pp.x.). He3po3zymino, xmo Kepysag HnpoSiHYICIO
Apminisy 148-152 pp.x. (27 /11 /7653 / 1/ 770). Yu cnouamxy Xymatuio 6. Kaxmaoba,
a nomim 3noey Haszio 6. Ycaiio? 3a An-Kyi, npusnauarouu Baxkapa 6. Mycriva,
Xanig sminue came Haszioa. Baxkap 6ye npasumenem y 152—153 pp.x. Hozo 3aminus
an-Xacan 6. Kaxmaba i npasus npomscom 154—158 pp.x. An-Xacan 6ys, ouesuomno,
nociaHull Ha NIGHIY 4epe3 noecmanHs yawapie. Llanapu cxopucmanucs noaimuyHum
BAKYYMOM NICN GMOPSHEHHS X03ap 1 CHpoOy8anu O0OMOSMUC He3ANeHCHOCMI 80
Xanigpamy, ane mapno. Apabu nosmopHo 3a60r6anu nieuiuni npoeginyii, 3oxkpema, bab
an-A6eab i [ocypsan, 08i Kn0408i obracmi, KOHMPOYU NPOXoou uepes Benuxuti
Kaexas, mepumopicio axoeo xazapu moanu 3H08y cKOpUCmMamucs 0/ 6MOPSHEeHHs HA
Abbacuocoxy Iligniu.

Hemae owcoonux cymmisie, wo oo 769 p. — 152 p.x. Tugpnic (i, 6e3cymuisHo,
3HauHa wacmuna Jxicyp3ana) 3HO8Y KOHMPOIIOBABCA apabamu, npuyomy 00 mMaxoi
MIpu, Wo mam noyae npayro8amu ix 61ACHUL MOHEemHuUU O8Ip.

Baoicnusuii moii ¢haxkm, wo 3a nasgy monemnoco 06opy exazanu /[xcypsam, a He
Tugnic. Mu ebauacmo 6 yvomy piwlenni Oadxcanus apabCcbkoi aominicmpayii
Kowmpoatosamu J[ocyp3an yinkom (30ilicnene He 00 KiHYs yepe3 npomuoilo yamapis).
Oonax, kapbysanHs 3010moi ma cpibHOi MoHemu Mano 6 mamu OibUW OeKIapamugHe
3HaueHHs. Y enaou nosunna Oyna Oymu AKACb NpuyuHa 8i0KaApoOyeamu came MIiOHY
Mmonemy. Bunyck apabcokux ¢envcie Ha monemnux dsopax Ilieoennoco Kasxasy aeno
3pocmana npomszom niemopa oecamka pokie nicis emopenenHs Pac Tapxauma y
147 p.x. 3po3zymino, wo miona mounema, MONCIUBO, CIY2Y8ANA I AK CBOEPIOHE MAacC-
Meodia Ol MO2OYACHUX OpP2aHi 61adu, He KAXCY4U 8xce Npo Hei 8 eKOHOMIUHOM)
3HaueHHi. Buxoosuu 3 ywvoeco, Odoyinbhum Oyno exazyeamu Ha genvcax im'a
8ionosionoco npasumens. OOHAK, MU CXUTbHI pO327110amu IHMEHCUBHUL BUNYCK
MIOHOI MOHemU 8 3a3HAYeHUll Yaco8Ull IHMep8al i sIK NOKA3HUK PO3WUPEHOT apabCcbKol
BIlICbKOBOI NPUCYMHOCMI 8 peliOHi, 3HAYHe 3POCMAHHA KIIbKOCMI apabCcbKoeo
eMHIYHO20 HACeNeHHs (BillcbKogUx ma ix cimetl?), wo y cor uepay CMUMYI08aN0
Micyesy eKOHOMIYHY AKIMUGHICTb.

Hunapu Joxcypzany 240 p.x. (2 / VI / 854-21 |V | 855) i Tugpnicy 248 p.x. (7 /
I11/862-23 / Il / 863) sionocambcsi 00 moeo uacy, koau byea cmapwuil 3108y
3ameepous 61ady abbacudie na Abbacuocokiu Ilienoui, ocobaueo ¢ Tugnici ma tioeo
oxonuysax (moomo, & Joicypsani).

Ilicna moeo, sx y Bipmenii nouanocs noscmawHs npomu apadie, aib-
Mymassaxin opeanizyeas noxio byeu, axuii cneputy nooasué no8CMAaHHA, A NOMIM
niwos oani y I pysiro, cnanue Tughnic i 66u6 Hoposiusozo micyesozo emipa Icxaka 6
Icmaina. Lle cmanocsa cybomuvozo ous 5 cepnusa 853 p. llicna yvoeo Byka cnpobyeas
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POo3WUpumy mepumopiro KOoHmponvoeany apadamu 6 I pysii. Bin 3006y6 nepemozy Hao
apmieio  3axiOHO-2py3UHCbKO20 yapcmea, ane, y CB80i0 uepay, 08 nepemodceHul
yaunapamu. Hacamxineys tioco 3aminue na nocaodi npasumens Myxammao 6. Xanio.
byea 6ys npasumenem npomscom 237 (?) — 240 abo 241 pp.x. Myxammao 6ye
npasumenem 3 241 abo 242 0o 256 p.x., konu tiozo 3aminug Ica 6. anv-Lllaiix.

Hunap ocypzany 240 e.x. 6ys euxapoysanuti ¢ mou uac, xoau byea we
akmusHo 0ise 6 I py3ii, ocobnuso & /{xcypsani, 6 moi uac ax ounap Tugnica 248 p.x.
8i0HOCUMbCsL BJce 00 npasninua Myxammaoa. Ham makooxc 6ioomi mughnicobKi
oupxemu 248-250 pp.x., maxooic suxapbysani 3a npaeninua Myxammaoa. /Junapu
maxkoxc kapoysanucsa 6 /abini y 241 p.x. i ¢ Apminii 6 243, 246 i 252 pp.x. Hupxemu
sunyckanucs 6 Apminii y 241, 243, 246253, 255-256 pp.x. Tax camo ax Apminii-
Jlabina, max i [Hocypsany-I pysii, kapbysanns monemu 6810 30i1bWUIOCH 8 00CA2AX K
nio yac nepebysanns byau 6 pecioni, mak i 6e3n0cepeoHbo nicisa Ybo2o.

In’s nposinyii, a me micma, 6y10, UMOBIPHO, 8KA3AHO HA OuHapi [[cyp3amy
240 p.x., suxoosauu 3 daxcanns byeu 3asasumu npo KoHmponv HAO ycim Jxcyp3aHom
(wo, 3po3ymino, cni0 esadxcamu Jjauwe amoOiyiclo Npasumess, NePemoNCeHO20
yanapamu). Meman — 3010mo — euxopucmanuil 018 KapoOysaunHs OuHapie /[cyp3any i
Tugpnicy (a maxoowc Apminii i /abins), mMoxiciueo, 6Kasye Ha OAMCaAHHA aApaOCLKOL
aominicmpayii Hadamu yum 2pouo8uM emiciam ocobausy dexkiapamuenicmo. I 6 moi
Jrce ac oinvw pe2ynapuull eunyck cpiona ¢ Tugnici i, ocobnuso, 6 Apminii, Mor#cIUBO,
CyaHCU8 OLIbW NPOo3aiunitl memi — 3abe3neuumu micyese HaceaeHHs (00 CKIady AK02o,
Oe3CyMHIBHO, Halledcanu U 8iliCbKa) NIAMINCHUM 3ACOOO0M.

Biokpumms nosoeo monemmnozco osopy Jcypzan (I pysis / Kapmui), timosipro
max Hazusanu Tughnic, npoausae 0oO0amkose CEIMAO HA HYMIZMAMUYHY ICMOPIIO
I'py3ii i A6bacudcvkoco xanigpamy. Jeéi monemu, posenswymi 6 Hawiiti pobomi,
0YeBUOHO, CMAHOBIAMb HAUOLILW paHHi apmedakmu 3 emHOmMoOnoHimom [lcyp3san.
Bukopucmanns imeni nposinyii, a ne micma, no8urHHo 0y10, 04e8UOHO, NIOKPeCIUmu
KOHmMpob apabieé ne minoku Hao Tughnicom, a u Hao yciero cxionorw I pysieio, npome
80HO Halinepuie 81000padtcac 6a*CanHs 3a80LUOBHUKIE HIJC PeanbHUli CMaH cnpas.

Vuixanoni miona i sonoma momnema [[cypzany mak camo, AK [ YHIKAIbHA
sonoma monema Tucghnicy, poszenadaromvcsi HAMU K 8ANCIUBE NEPULOONCEPEILO
c8i0UeHb NPo NOAIMUYHY, 8IICbKOBY ma eKOHOMIYHY icmopito I py3ii ma A6b6acudcvkoi
Ilignoui 6 wyinomy. Maemo Hadilo, WO KOMNIEKCHUU aHAN3 ONYyONIKOBAHO20 |
ni02omoeneH020 00 nyoniKayii 000amKo8020 HyMIZMAMUYHO20 Mamepiany eHece C8ill
8HeCOK ) 8i0HO6NeH s icmopioepaghiunoi kapmunu icmopii I py3ii ma Ab6b6acudcvroi
1lisnoui 3a3uayenoi enoxu.

Knrwowuoei cnoea: nymizmamuxa Ipy3ii, Hosuil monemuuu 08ip, «/[ocyp3amy,
ounacmis A6bacudis.
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The history of Arab sway in Georgia has been researched thoroughly by many
scholars throughout the 20™ century.® Various issues have been researched relatively
recently as well.? However, further research in this field has evidently been impeded
by the dearth of original sources, let alone them having had already been analysed
thoroughly by predecessor scholars.

Fortunately, recently discovered numismatic material constitutes a novel,
specific but original and informative primary source. For instance, the circulation of
Kufic coinage in both western and eastern provinces of Georgia was analyzed
(Paghava & Turkia, 2017; ITaraBa & JlemOepr, 2015; g3omsgs, 3oMdsgomdodg &
oddos, 2016); copper and gold Kufic coinage minted in Georgia was discovered

(Paghava & Turkia, 2009b; Turkia & Paghava, 2009; ggswsgs, 2016-2017); new data
on the monetary policy of ‘Alt b. Ja‘far were published (Paghava, 2018; Paghava &
Bennett, 2012; Paghava & Turkia, 2009a); it was established, that the coins were
issued by the 11" century Ja‘farid emir of Tiflis, Ja‘far III (Turkia & Paghava, 2008;
Paghava & Turkia, 2011); that Ja‘far III’s sons, Abt al-Hayja and Mansiir did rule in
Tiflis and even issued their own coinage (Paghava & Turkia, 2012; ITaraBa & Typkua,
2014); that Mansiir acknowledged the Great Seljuk suzerainty and that Tiflis remained
under the Great Seljuk aegis until Georgian re-conquest (gswsgs, 2015; Paghava &
Turkia, 2015; Paghava, 2017).

The aforementioned numismatic discoveries provided us with an opportunity to
clarify not only certain issues of Georgian numismatic history exclusively, but also
many aspects of the more or less obscure general history of the Georgian-Arab
relations in the 71-12" centuries. Nevertheless, the exact and comprehensive
chronology and extent as well as nature of Arab dominance in Georgia remain to be
further ascertained. The register of Georgian (or ‘Abbasid) mintnames has seemingly
been incomplete as well.

The goal of our present work is to publish two ‘Abbasid coins, a fals and a
dinar, both bearing the previously unpublished / unresearched mintname: “Jurzan”, i.e.
the contemporary Arabic designation of Georgia, or, perhaps, eastern Georgia -
Kartli; and to analyze the historical significance of these discoveries.

We provide the description of the numismatic material first.

AE, fals, Jurzan mint, AH 152, Anonymous. Weight 2.42 g, dimensions
22.5 mm, die axis 9 o’clock.

Reportedly, accidental find in the vicinity of modern Thilisi (2021). Currently
preserved in private collection.

! For the general history thereof cf. (565800, 1933; com®odogsbody, 1952; bogogsdg, 1991).
2 For instance, the role of Tiflis in Shi‘i Tradition (Beradze, 2020), or the novel periodization of Arab sway in
Georgia (gowogs, 2014; Iarasa, 2016).
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Obverse: Central area: Reverse: Central area:
Ay Qoo
Y1 Jow,
within central circle. &l
The legend continues centrifugally surrounded by centrifugal marginal legend
at 7:30 o’clock in the margin: starting at 1 o’clock:
4 S8 Y oasy it g (pmas 9 i) s 0 Geldll 30 0 0 il oy
All within beaded circle. All within beaded circle.

AV, dinar, Jurzan mint, AH 240, al-Mutawakkil ‘Ala Allah, citing the heir al-
Mu‘tazz Billah. Weight 4.38 g.

Auctioned by Morton & Eden Ltd (Sale 99, Important Coins of the Islamic
World, lot 23) on 2 May 2019 (Morton & Eden, 2019a, lot 23; Morton & Eden.,
2019b). Provenance and current whereabouts are unknown.
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Obverse: Central area: Reverse: Central area:
Yol Y ]
od>g 41\‘ Ao
J a0y Jo)
b el bl
surrounded by inner centrifugal marginal legend il e JS gzl
starting at 1 o’clock: Surrounded by circular border.
elo g cyam sl A 5,7 ol 138 G o dll surrounded by centrifugal marginal legend
surrounded by outer centrifugal marginal legend starting at 12 o’clock: al-Qur‘an 9:33:
starting at 1 o’clock: Al-Qur¢an 30:4-5 095 yiell 0,5 gl alS cpall e o et Goell (a5 gl
Al paiy ygiagall g it g day (rag b (o oYl als S dll Jguo ; dome
Surrounded by circular border. Surrounded by yet another circular border.

It would not be inexpedient to provide the image and description of one more
dinar, but of Tiflis mint, dated AH 248. This so far unique coin has already been
published (in 2020), but without the analysis of local political situation in the ‘Abbasid
North, and in Georgian (gomsgs, 2016-2017); it therefore may remain relatively
unknown for the international scholarly community; however, its historical
significance is remarkable, and it may have immediate relation to our current research.
So we would re-publish this coin.

AV, dinar, Tiflis mint, AH 248, al-Musta“‘in Billah. Weight 4.21 g.

Auctioned by Morton & Eden Ltd (Sale 85, Important Coins of the Islamic
World, lot 40) on 26 April 2017 (Morton & Eden, 2017, lot 40). Provenance and
current whereabouts are unknown.
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Obverse: Central area: Reverse: Central area:
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o Sun Y Jo)
surrounded by inner centrifugal marginal legend abl
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Surrounded by yet another circular border.

***x

BBBBoth the AH 152 (769/70) fals and the AH 240 (854/5) dinar read very

clearly the mintname “Jurzan”. The AH 152 Jurzan fals was the first coin which came
to our attention. The mintname was read as “Jurzan” by Severiane Turkia. Search for
other Kufic coins with the same mintname revealed yet another ‘Abbasid coin, dinar
dated AH 240, auctioned by Morton & Eden, Ltd, and listed in the Sales catalogue as
“Jurjan” (Morton & Eden, 20193, lot 23). However, the coin illustration in the Sale
catalogue left no doubt that the mintname on the coin was “Jurzan”. In response to our
inquiry Steve Lloyd kindly informed us (personal e-mail communication)?, that the
mintname had been read correctly by Aram Vardanyan, and its reading as well as the
accompanying text were updated and presented as such in the Saleroom Notices
(Morton & Eden., 2019b). Nevertheless, to our knowledge, no scholarly work has ever
been devoted to this new Jurzan mint previously; the Jurzan mintname is being
published and discussed for the first time by means of this article.

1 We would like to express our gratitude for his kind support of our research.
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It has already been researched and established, that Jurzan' was the term the
Arabs employed for designating Georgia, or, at least the east-Georgian region of Kartli
(in a broader sense; i.e. the provinces of Kartli and K’akheti, both being part of ancient
Kartli / Iberia) (xs@3s60dg, 20125, 93. 11-16).

In this case we have a clear instance of the name of an entire province indicated
on the coinage as the mintname. This is not certainly unheard of as far as it regards the
numismatic history of the Arab dominions in the Caucasus. We know other mintnames
of this type, for instance, Arminiya and Arran, reflecting the Arab coin-minting
activities in correspondingly Armenia and Albania, in the same epoch. We knew the
mintname pairs of province - major urban center of the province type, like Arminiya —
Dabil for Armenia, and Arran — Barda ‘a for Albania?; now we have similar pair for
Georgia as well: Jurzan — Tiflis. 1t is a common view that the coins with provincial
mintname were minted in corresponding urban centers. It would be logical to presume
the same for the Jurzan — Tiflis pair, i.e. that all Jurzan coins (both in AH 152 and
240) were minted at Tiflis, the major and seemingly unrivalled urban center in the
contemporary eastern Georgia. It is true, that al-Ya‘qub1 who clearly employs the term
Jurzan to designate the land, once, in his Geography speaks about the city (madinat) of
Jurzan, along with the city of Tiflis (sic) and the city “Masjid Dhi [-Qarnayn’. [the
province of] “Armenia is divided into three parts. ... The third part includes the city of
Jurzan, the city of Tiflts, and the city known as Masjid Dht I-Qarnayn (The Mosque of
Alexander the Great)®’ (al-Ya‘qtibi, 2018, p. 206). Nevertheless, we do not know any
other urban center in eastern Georgia in this epoch, comparable to Tiflis in terms of
economic and military or political significance.

Despite (most probably) being minted at Tiflzs, these new coins bear a
previously unknown mintname — Jurzan = Georgia / Kartli. This discovery seems to
be a valuable addition to the numismatic history of both Georgia and the Arab
Caliphate.

Moreover, two coins presented by means of this article probably constitute the
earliest artifacts bearing the ethnotoponym “Jurzan”.

* k%

The significance of discovering the new Georgian / Caliphal mintname and
dated coins bearing it extends beyond the framework of numismatic history in the
narrower sense.

Historiographic value of these two unique coins minted by Arab administration
in Georgia is determined by

the date they bear;

Y Interestingly enough, in some relatively rare cases Jurjan also designated Georgia / Kartli, rather that the area
at the south-eastern shore of the Caspian Sea (xs93560dg, 2012, a3. 16-18).

2 In the AH 142-256 time period. Later the situtation changed (Vardanyan, 2014, pp. 10-12).

3 Al-Mas ‘i, for instance, also writes about “the place” in Georgia, called “Mesjid Diil-Karnain” (al-Mas‘adi,
1841, pp. 452-453).
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the coin metal employed for producing them;

the mintname they bear, i.e. Jurzan , substituted, as we think, for Tiflis.

Clearly enough, the aforesaid coins constitute the vestige and indisputable proof
of Arab dominance in Georgia, or more precisely, of their being in posession of the
corresponding coin-minting urban (?) center (most probably, Tiflis). It is very
convenient, that, in accordance with extremely historian-friendly Islamic monetary
tradition, this numismatic evidence is dated. AH 152 (14/1/769-3/1/770) and 240
(2/V1/854-21/V1855), as well as AH 248 (7/111/862-23/11/863), inidicated on the coins
date quite precisely when exactly the Arab possession of (eastern) Georgia (Tiflis, for
the least) was steady enough to provide them with an opportunity and either political
or economic (perhaps military related) reason to strike coins there.

The commonest currency minted by Arabs in Georgia (and at Caucasian mints,
in general) were silver dirhams, with copper fuliis being relatively scarcer, and gold
dinars being rare. The need to mint copper fultis could be perceived as a marker of
relatively intensive petty trade, typical for major urban centres, but perhaps also
stimulated by influx of numbers of paid personnel, i.e. soldiers), whereas minting high
value gold coinage can perhaps be interpreted as having at least to some extent a
declarative significance.

Traditional mintname Tiflzs could hardly be substituted with Jurzan, if not for
some reason. We fully agree with Steve Lloyd’s opinion (expressed with regard to the
AH 240 dinar): “It is interesting that the provincial name, Jurzan, should be used as
opposed to the name of the capital Tiflis ... It seems plausible to suggest that the use of
the provincial name was intended to emphasise that Bugha’s victories were not
confined to defeating the emir of Tiflis alone, but that he had also subjugated a number
of other local rulers and princes in the region.” (Morton & Eden, 2019b).

*

The AH 152 (14/1/769-3/1/770) fals was minted in Georgia in the epoch of
major Khazar-Arab confrontation and anti-Arab insurrection / activities of the
Georgian mountaineers, the Ts’anars®.

The conflict between the Arabs and the Khazars recommenced in AH 145
(1/1Vv/762-20/111/763), when according to al-Tabari, “the Turks and the Khazars
revolted at Bab al-Abwab and killed a great many Muslims in Armenia.” (Al-Tabari,
XXVIII, 1995, p. 292). The same information we can find in a number of other
primary sources: Ibn al-Athir, Michael the Syrian, Agapius of Manbij, Theophanes the
Confessor: Ibn al-Athir dates this event also with AH 145; Mihael the Syrian dates it
with year 1074 of the Seleucid era (corresponds to 763)%; Agapius dates it with the

1 On the Georgian / non-Vainakh ethnicity of the Ts’anars, cf. Gocha Japaridze’s article (53356037, 20123).
2 “Les Khazares firent une incursion et s’emparerent de 50 mille hommes des Gourzaye.” (Michel le Syrien,
1901, p. 522, 539).
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“year 9 of Abdallah-al-Mansour”?, i.e. 762 or 763; Theophanes the Confessor dates it
with Annus mundi 6255, i.e. September 1 of 763 — August 31 of 7642,

In our opinion the military operations were conducted in late spring — autumn
of 762 period (but not in the first three months of 763).

Seemingly, the Khazar threat was so imminent, that the Caliph attempted to
resolve the conflict peacefully. According to al-Kafi, Yazid b. Usayd (having a
residence in Barda‘a), was urged by al-Manstr to establish kinship with the Khazars
securing peace for Arran by evading the Khazar invasion (An-Kydu, 1981). Probably,
that should have happened after the AH 145 (1/1V/762-20/111/763) invasion, as the
Khazars attacked again in AH 147 (10/111/764-26/11/765) (vide infra), and the peace
secured by marriage lasted for about two years only: Yazid obediently asked and
married the daughter of Khazar khagan, paying 100,000 dirhams as bride price. The
marriage was consummated and lasted for two years and four months;® the Khazar
princess gave birth to two sons, but all three of them eventually died (An-Kydmu,
1981). Al-Baladhurt also confirms (albeit provides no exact date) that: “In compliance
with al-Manstr’s orders” Yazid [b. Usayd] “married the daughter of the king of al-
Khazar. She gave birth to a child which did not live; she herself died in child-birth.”
(Al-Baladhuri, 1916, p. 329).

The demise of the Khazar princess spurred the conflict anew. The Khazars
attacked on the Bab al-Abwab side and Yazid b. Usayd, having an army of 7,000 could
not repel them, and had to apply for help to al-Manstr. Yazid b. Usayd was reinforced
with more than 10,000 from Siria, and later with troops from Iraq (Jibra‘il b. Yahya
with 10,000; Muhammad b. al-Hasan with 10,000, Humayd b. Qahtaba with 10,000
and Harb al-Rawandi with 5,000). Eventually Yazid b. Usayd managed to amass up to
60,000, crossed the Kur (Mt’k’vari) river and entered Shirwan, but was defeated by the
“200,000-strong army”* of the Khazars (An-Kydu, 1981).

Ghewond narrates the same story of the marriage, initiated by Yazid (sic), of
the death of the Khazar princess, perceived by the Khazars as “a result of wiliness”,
i.e., presumably, murder, and of the punitive Khazar invasion led by certain Razh
Tarkhan. Ghewond even lists the areas in Armenia and Georgia affected by the
Khazars, who ravaged the area and enslaved people (I'eonz, 1862, c. 92-93).

The undated romantic story involving the Khazars and narrated by Georgian
chronicle® could be a corrupted reflection of the same events (Logwsgsdg, 1991, gg3.

! “Then the Khazars made a raid against Haroun (?), Lazigah and all the Gates of the Alans and made captive
50,000 Arabs with great wealth and herds. Mousa-ibn-Ka‘b went to battle them. But the ... Khazars overcame
him and killed most of his soldiers” (Agapius, 1909).

2 “In the same year the Turks emerged from the Caspian Gates, killed many people in Armenia, took many
prisoners, and withdrew”. (Theophanes the Confessor, 1982, pp. 122-123).

3 Which does not quite fit the period between late autumn of 762 (the aftermath of the first Khazar invasion) and
late spring — autumn of 764 (when the Khazars again invaded the ‘Abbasid North).

4 The numbers were certainly exaggerated.

5 Mat’iane Kartlisay: “Juansher and his two sisters remained in the country of Kartli and K’akheti [eastern
Georgia — |. Paghava]. His younger sister was beautiful in appearance. Rumours of her beauty reached the
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124): there are some clear parallels, like the similar time span (three years), and
Khazar occupation of Tbilisi / Tiflis. In any case, the Georgian source seems to be
significant in terms of illustrating the relations between the Khazars and local
Georgian political elite, and their potential for anti-Arab alliance. Certain attempt has
even been made to interprete the Georgian source as a testimony to anti-Arab policy of
Juansher, Georgian ruler in K’akheti, who presumably made an attempt to forge an
alliance with the Khazars and seal it by marriage (»535d9, 2020, ¢3. 147-150).*

Apparently, the aforesaid second Khazar attack occurred in AH 147
(10/111/764-26/11/765), since more or less the same story is told by al-Tabart and dated
accordingly - among the events of the year 147 al-Tabari lists “the attack by Istarkhan
al-Khwarazm1 with a body of Turks on the Muslims in the area of Armenia and his
taking of many of the Muslims and the ahl al-dhimmah prisoner, their entry into Tiflis,
and their killing of Harb b. ‘Abdallah al-Rawandi after whom the Harbiyyah in
Baghdad is named. It is said that this Harb was stationed in Mosul with 2,000 soldiers
because of the Kharijites in al-Jazirah” (Al-Tabari, XXIX, 1990, p. 14).

Al-Ya‘qub1 provides less details: “The Khazars grew active in the region of
Armenia and fell upon Yazid b. Usayd al-Sulami. He wrote to Abu Ja'far to inform
him that Ras Tarkhan,? the king of the Khazars, had marched toward him with a huge
force and that his second in command had been defeated.” (al-Ya‘qiibi, 2018, p. 1105-
1106).

Theophanes the Confessor also covers the second invasion of the Khazars
(under Annus mundi 6256 / September 1, 764 — August 31, 765): “In this year the
Turks once more sallied forth into the area of the Caspian Gates and Iberia. They
battled with the Arabs, and many on both sides lost their lives” (Theophanes the
Confessor, 1982, pp. 124).

khak’an or king of the Khazars. He sent an envoy to ask for the hand of Shushan, promising aid against the
Saracens. When the khak’an’s envoy arrived, Juansher advised his brother and mother of his mission. But they
refused the khak’an’s request, saying: “If our situation becomes untenable we should better retreat into Greece
and appeal to Christians rather than have our daughter defiled by heathens.” And Shushan too spurned the
King of the Khazars.

Three years later the khak’an sent his sp’asalar Bluchan who, taking the road of Leketi, entered K’akheti and
besieged the fortress in which Juansher and his sister Shushan resided. He captured them both in a few days.
Then he ravaged the city of Thilisi, devastating the entire land of Kartli. As Bluchan was travelling along the
Darialan road (with his captives), Shushan said to her brother: “It is better for me to die so that the Lord might
grant me a place among the holy women rather than be defiled by the heathens.” Then plucking the gem out of
her finger-ring, she sucked the deadly poison under it and died instantly.

Bluchan arrived at the khak’an’s residence, bringing Juansher with him and telling the story of his sister’s death.
The khak’an was angered at his failure to bring Shushan’s corpse along, for he had desired to view it. Bluchan
was seized, a rope thrown round his neck, and two riders were ordered to pull the ends in opposite directions,
mercilessly severing his head. After keeping Juansher for seven years, the khak’an released him and sent him
back home with many gifts.” (Mat’iane Kartlisay, 2014, p. 141).

! However, there is seemingly no solid evidence to support this hypothesis; even the dating of Bluchan’s
invasion is more or less conjectural.

2 On the identity and name / title of this person cf. (boewsgsdg, 1991, pp. 116-123).
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The Caliph had send reinforcements, but those were also defeated by the
Khazars - al-Tabari: “When Abti Ja‘far heard about the gathering of the Turks in those
areas, he sent Jibra‘il b. Yahya to fight them, and he wrote to Harb ordering him to go
with him. He went with him, and Harb was killed and Jibra‘il was put to flight, and
those Muslims whom I have mentioned were killed” (Al-Tabari, XXIX, 1990, pp.
14-15); al-Ya‘qubi: “Abu Ja'far sent Jibril b. Yahya al-Bajali to him at the head of
twenty thousand men from Syria, the Jazira, and Mosul. He fought the Khazars, but a
number of Muslims were killed, and Jibril and Yazid b. Usayd, defeated, retreated to
Khirs” (al-Ya‘qubi, 2018, p. 1106).

The military campaign was probably conducted mainly in late spring —
autumn of 764, and ended before the winter of 764-765 started.

Seemingly the campaign of AH 147 / 764 culminated with Arab defeat. The
areas in the northern provinces of the caliphate were pillaged by the unimpeded
Khazars; inter alia, they seized and ravaged Tiflis. Provided we trust the Georgian
chronicle, and the Juansher-Bluchan story (vide supra) did occur and occurred in that
very period of time, then the contemporary Georgian ruling elite (naturally) suffered as
well. We presume that eastern Georgia and also the Bab al-Abwab area were
seemingly affected the most, as “the Turks once more sallied forth into the area of the
Caspian Gates and Iberia” (Theophanes the Confessor, 1982, pp. 124). If nothing else,
both Arran and Arminiya mints continued regular issue of the ‘Abbasid dirhams
seemingly without encumbrance in correspondingly AH 145-155 and AH 145-155,
158, 161-162.

The Caliph decided to re-conquer the ‘Abbasid North, and resumed hostilities
in AH 148 (27/11/765-15/11/766), i.e., in 765: new army was dispatched led by
Humayd b. Qahtaba (who fought already in AH 147); however, by AH 148 the
Khazars had evidently already evacuated the region, including eastern Georgia and
Tiflis;! according to al-Tabart: “In this year [AH 148 — |. Paghava] Al-Mansiir sent
Humayd b. Qahtaba to Armenia to make war on the Turks who had killed Harb b.
‘Abdallah and ravaged Tiflis. Humayd went to Armenia and found that they had gone,
so he left without meeting a single one of them.” (Al-Tabar1, XXIX, 1990, p. 40).

Al-Ya‘qubi provides no exact date (possibly 765 and the ensuing years), but
narrates the events somewhat differently, emphasizing the Caliph’s efforts to create a
network of fortified centers serving as basis for both defense and counter-offensive
against the Khazars: “When word reached Abiu Ja‘far of what had befallen the
Muslims, the success of the Khazars, and their entry into the lands of Islam, he
released seven thousand imprisoned men and sent word to gather large forces of men
from each province, and he sent them off, along with laborers and masons. He built the
towns of Kamkh, al-Muhammadiyya, Bab Waq, and a number of other towns that he
intended as bulwarks for the Muslims, and he settled the fighters in the towns. They

1 Which means they probably had no intention to conquer the ‘Abbasid North.
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repelled the enemy; the enemy fighters fought them, but the Muslims gained strength
because of those towns, and so he lived in tranquillity.” (al-Ya‘qubi, 2018, p. 1106).

The Georgian chronicle may have also reflected the Arab efforts of creating a
fortification system: “When many years had passed the Hagarene emir, Khusrau [? —
I. Paghava] by name, who ruled Armenia, Kartli, and Hereti came. He rebuilt the city
of Thilisi ravaged by the Khazars.” (Mat’iane Kartlisay, 2014, p. 142).

Al-KafT reports that al-Manstr accepted Yazid’s plan to reinforce the defences
of Bab al-Abwab and the latter did that, with the army of 30 or 37 thousands, first
entering Barda‘a, crossing the Kur river and proceeding to Bab al-Abwab (An-Kydwu,
1981). Yazid did fortify Bab al-Abwab (the names of the gates / forts concide to an
extent with the toponyms indicated by Al-Ya‘qubi), as well as garrisoned them, i.e.
settled his troops there (An-Kydwu, 1981).

Most probably it was Yazid b. Usayd who founded al-Yazidyah as one more
Arab outpost in the area; we know the AH 149 and 150 fuliis from this mint
(Vardanyan, 2016, pp. 213-214). We have summarized the available information on
the ‘Abbasid North coinage in AH 145-256 in Table 1.

It is certainly unclear, who governed the province Arminiya in AH 148-152
(27/11/765-3/1/770). Was that Humayd b. Qahtaba (perhaps, only in AH 1487 /
27/11/765-15/11/766), dispatched by Caliph, to expel the Khazars, according to al-
Tabari (Al-Tabar1, XXIX, 1990, p. 40); and then again Yazid b. Usayd!? According to
al-Kufi, appointing Bakkar b. Muslim (vide infra), the Caliph dismissed none other
than Yazid b. Usayd (An-Kydwu, 1981). The issue is, whether the anonymousness of
the AH 149 and 150 al-Yazidyah fulGs implies they were truly issued in “the
transitional period between Yazid’s dismissal from the province and his replacement
by Bakkar in AH 152” (Vardanyan, 2016, p. 214)? Or they were issued in the
governorship of Yazid b. Usayd but by some minor local official, without indicating
Yazid’s name? One has to note, the AH 152 Jurzan fals is also anonymous.
Considering the unbiased and contemporary primary source, i.e. the numismatic data,
we would incline towards the idea of Yazid’s early dismissal, and the idea of the
interim period, save for al-KafT’s testimony.

We have already mentioned, that Yazid b. Usayd was dismissed and replaced
with Bakkar b. Muslim al-‘Uqayli, who ruled the province for a year and four months,
according to al-Kufi (An-Kydu, 1981). Al-Tabar indicates that “al-Mansiir appointed
Bakkar b. Muslim al-‘Uqayli governor of Armenia” in AH 153 (4/1-23/XI1/770) / 770
(Al-Tabar1, XXIX, 1990, p. 66), but numismatic data correct this: we know Bakkar’s
Arran and Arminiya dirhams dated AH 1522 (14/1/769-3/1/770) and 153 (4/1-
23/X11/770) (Vardanyan, 2011, pp. 26, 61-62), as well as Arran (Vardanyan, 2011, p.
105) and al-Bab fults dated AH 153 (Vardanyan, 2016, pp. 211, 214-215). Therefore,

1 Then we would have one more governorship period of Yazid b. Usayd in the ‘Abbasid North.
2 Seemingly, Bakkar put his name on the local coinage immediately upon his arrival to the region.
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we have to conclude, that AH 152 (14/1/769-3/1/770) is the terminus post quem non for
Yazid’s dismissal and the exact date for Bakkar’s appointment.

Bakkar b. Muslim al-‘Uqayli was replaced in his turn with al-Hasan b. Qahtaba
al-Ta‘1 (An-Kyou, 1981) (i.e. in AH 154 or at the end of AH 153). al-Hasan’s name
is indicated on the Arran and Arminiya dirhams of AH 154 and 155 (Vardanyan, 2011,
pp. 27, 62), al-Bab fulis of AH 154 and 158, and Barda‘a fultis of AH 158
(Vardanyan, 2011, p. 110; Vardanyan, 2016, pp. 211, 218, 220-221); while al-Hasan’s
son’s name Qakhraba (probably serving as his father’s deputy) is indicated on the al-
Bab fults of AH 155 (Vardanyan, 2016, pp. 211, 218), and also on the Arran fulis
(Vardanyan, 2012, p. 15) possibly of the same year.

According to al-Kifi, as soon as al-Hasan b. Qahtaba entered Arran - i.e. that
occurred in AH 153, or, more probably, in 771 / AH 154 (24/XI11/770-12/X11/771) -
with a new army of 50,000, the Ts’anars, residing in Jurzan, revolted (An-Kydu,
1981). Al-Hasan b. Qahtaba could not defeat them, and al-Manstr had to dispatch
reinforcements of 30,000 (An-Kydwu, 1981). With this new army al-Hasan b. Qahtaba
invaded Jurzan once again; in the ensuing battle the Arabs defeated the Ts’anars (An-
Kydu, 1981). However, al-Ya‘qubi’s text makes an impression that the Ts’anar
rebellion antedated and probably even predetermined al-Hasan b. Qahtaba’s arrival:
“Then the Sanariyya grew active in Armenia. Abi Ja‘far sent al-Hasan b. Qahtaba to
govern Armenia. He engaged them ...” (al-Ya‘qubi, 2018, p. 1106). Otar Tskitishvili
also considered that al-Hasan b. Qahtaba was dispatched because of the insurrection in
Georgia (3do@odgowo, 1986, a3. 74-75). Al-Ya‘qubi additionally indicates, that al-
Hasan b. Qahtaba had to request reinforcements from the Caliph: al-Hasan b. Qahtaba
engaged the Ts’anars, “but he had no strength against them. He therefore wrote to Abu
Ja'far about them and their great number, and Abt Ja‘far sent ‘Amir b. Isma‘1l al-
Haritht to him with a force of twenty thousand men. Engaging the Sanariyya, he
fought them fiercely for several days, until God granted victory over them. Of their
forces, in one day he killed sixteen thousand people before returning toTiflis. He put to
death all of his prisoners and sent out men to pursue the Sanariyya wherever they
were.” (al-Ya‘qubi, 2018, p. 1106).

Evidently, the Ts’anars attempted to make use of certain political vacuum
caused by the Khazar invasions and gain independence from the Arabs, however, were
defeated by the latter, when the Caliph initiated the reconquest of the northern
provinces, in particular, the Bab al-Abwab and Jurzan, two key areas, controlling the
passes through the Caucasus mountains which the Khazars could make use of to
invade the ‘Abbasid North at some point in the future.

Having defeated the Ts’anars, al-Hasan b. Qahtaba summoned his sons,
appointing Qahtaba to govern Bab al-Abwab, Ibrahim to govern Jurzan, including
Tiflis, and Muhammad as a governor of Arminiya (sic) (An-Kydu, 1981;
gJoBodgzoo, 1986, a3. 78). In our opinion, that should occurred either in 771 or
772 | AH 155 (13/XI11/771-1/X11/772), perhaps it would be precise to claim “by AH
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155 (13/X1/771-1/X11/772)”, as Qahtaba’s al-Bab (possibly also Arran) fultis bear the
date AH 155.

It has to be noted that for some reason (?) no coins from the ‘Abbasid North
dated AH 156 or 157 have been discovered / published so far. Cf. Table 1.
Nevertheless, is presumed that al-Hasan b. Qahtaba was the governor in AH 154-158.

By AH 159 (31/X/775-18/X/776) (probably, in 776) al-Hasan b. Qahtaba was
replaced with Yazid b. Usayd, who became the governor for one more time. Yazid’s
name is indicated on the Dabil and Barda‘a fulus of AH 159, while his son’s name
Khalid b. Yazid is indicated on al-Bab fuliis of the same year; Yazid’s name is also
indicated on the Dabil and Barda‘a fulus of AH 163, and on the AH 164 fulis
presumably minted in Tiflis, Georgia.

*

Considering the political, military and administrative proceedings in the
‘Abbasid North in AH 145-163 provides us with an opportunity to specify the
historical significance of the Jurzan fals dated AH 152.

The silence of the sources may indicate that no Khazars ravaged the northern
provinces of the caliphate in AH 148-154, afther the Khazar invasions in AH 145 and
147 (certainly, an argument ex silencio, though). Therefore, the Arabs could restitute
their rule in Tiflis already in AH 148 (27/11/765-15/11/766), when Humayd b. Qahtaba
found there were no Khazars in the area anymore. In any case, it is absolutely clear
now that by 769 / AH 152 (14/1/769-3/1/770) Tiflis (and, undoubtly, significant part of
Jurzan / eastern Georgia, or Kartli, for the least, if not K’akheti) was recovered and
secured by the Arabs, to such an extent, that Arab mint could be reopened there.
Functioning of an institution like mint was already employed to demonstrate and prove
that the Arab rule was established in Tiflis / Georgia already by AH 85 (704/5), when
the first Umayyad dirhams were issued there (gowogo, 2014, g3. 251-254). Discovery
of the AH 152 (14/1/769-3/1/770) Tiflis fals additionaly demonstrates once again that
the Arab administration was established in Georgia earlier than in the 670s, as it had
been claimed in historiography (sgosbisbos, 2007, p. 11-12).

Conjecturally, the anonymous AH 152 Jurzan fals could be issued by order of
either Yazid b. Usayd or, less probably, Bakkar b. Muslim (who hastened to indicate
his name on the local coins immediately after arrival). Alternatively, it could be issued
by order of someone else, perhaps some minor / local Arab military commander or
official; either in the governorship of Yazid b. Usayd (?), or, already after his
dismissal, in the interim period. The same is valid with regards to the anonymous al-
Yazidyah fulus of AH 149 and 150, and perhaps also the Arran and Arminiya dirhams
dated AH 152 but bearing no name of Bakkar (Vardanyan, 2011, pp. 26, 61).

In any case, the AH 152 Jurzan fals proves that in 14/1/769-3/1/770 Tiflis and at
least its hinterland were controlled by the Arabs. Realizing this fact might be helpful in
the analysis of the Ts’anar anti-Arab revolt.
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It seems also significant, that Jurzan was indicated as the mintname, rather than
Tiflis. As already mentioned, that could constitute a declaration of a kind, reflecting
the Arab ambition and desire to control all of Jurzan (which was far from reality
because of the Ts’anars).

However, gold or silver currency would presumably have had more declarative
value. The authorities certainly had some reason for issuing the copper currency.

There may be no coincidence, that the decade and a half after Ras Tarkhan’s
invasion of AH 147 / 764 was the time period when minting of the ‘Abbasid coppers
in the region clearly intensified: We encounter for the first time the fulas of al-
Yazidyah and Jurzan; for the first time in the ‘Abbasid epoch the fulds of al-Bab and
Arran; new fulas of Barda‘a. Cf. Table 1.

What were the reasons? In our opinion, copper currency possibly also served as
a public media outlet in a sense, in addition to its purely economic role, hence it was
expedient to indicate the name of the current governor (or his deputy, as in case of
Qahtaba, summoned and appointed by his father). However we are inclined to consider
that the intensive issuing of copper currency in the aforesaid cities within the aforesaid
time frame rather reflects and indicates the increased Arab military presence
(involving a number of Arab warriors, resp. settlers with families?) and ensuing local
economic acvitivies (instigating the [local] authorities to start issuing low-value copper
currency appropriate for minor but frequent day-to-day transactions on local markets).
The cases of the al-Yazidyah fulis of AH 149 and 150 and the Jurzan fals of AH 152
are perhaps particularly decisive; the former were issued for the first time ever in the
new Arab outpost in the region, in the strategic rear of the Bab al-Abwab pass; the
latter was minted also for the first time ever in the reconquered or better say re-
occupied urban center, which suffered much from the recent Khazar invasion, but still
retained its strategic value as an immediate rear of the Bab al-Lan pass and the Arab
stronghold in eastern Georgia against both Khazars and Ts’anars; the al-Bab fulis of
AH 153, 154, 155, 158, 159 were minted for the first time ever at that very refortified
point of the northern border of the ‘Abbasid North, where the Khazars had crossed it
more then once to invade the provinces of the Caliphate. The fuliis were issued also at
Barda‘a (AH 158-159, 163), Arran (AH 153, 155?), and Dabil (AH 159, 163), more
rearward and traditional Arab strongholds, possibly also due to the extra influx of the
Arab paid personnel (with families?).

*

The Jurzan dinar of AH 240 (2/V1/854-21/V/855) and Tiflis dinar of AH 248
(7/111/862-23/11/863) pertain to the time period when Bugha affirmed and even
restored the ‘Abbasid control over the northern provinces, in particular, the 7iflis area
in eastern Georgia (Jurzan).
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According to al-Tabari, the anti-Arab revolt in Armenia® started in AH 237
(5/V11/851-22/V1/852) (Al-Tabari, XXXIV, 1989, pp. 113-116). Al-Baladhurt claims
that “Al-Mutawakkil assigned to the governorship of Armenia Bugha-l-Kabir*? (al-
Baladhuri, p. 331); who was dispatched in AH 237, according to Ta’rikh al-Bab wa-
Sharvan (Munopckuii, 1953, c. 46; bLobs@meodg, 1976); according to al-Ya‘qubi,
“The situation in Armenia became unstable. Agroup of local chiefs (batariga) and
others became active, taking control of their areas. ... the situation in the province
worsened. Al-Mutawakkil therefore dispatched Bugha the Elder. When he reached
Arzan, Misa b. Zurara, who had taken control of Badlis, approached him under a
guarantee of safe-conduct. Bugha had him bound and transported to al-MutawakKil.
Then he made his way to a place called Albaq, where Ashiit b. Hamza was located. He
laid siege to him; then he gave him a guarantee of safe-conduct and had him
transported to Samarra, where he was beheaded. Then he made his way to [...] b.
[...J]and fought him for some days; he defeated him without granting him a
safeconduct and sent him to Samarra, where he was beheaded at the Bab al-‘Amma
and his body gibbeted.

Bugha then wrote to Ishaq b. Isma‘1l, who held sway in Tiflis, ordering that he
come to him. Ishaq wrote back that he had never been disobedient; if Bugha desired
revenue he would provide it, and if he desired men he would supply them, but he could
not come in person. Bugha marched against him, fought him, and defeated him. He
was beheaded™ (al-Ya‘qiibi, 2018, pp. 1266-1267). Al-Tabari’s date — AH 238
(23/V1/852-11/V1/853)) is wrong, but his account is the most voluminous one
providing us with many details.*

1 Cf. (Iaruusn, 2011: 297-305).
2 According to al-Tabari al-Mutawakkil send Bugha al-Sharabi — that may be a mistake, or, he “participated in

the early stages of the campaign” (Al-Tabari, XXXIV, 1989, p. 115).

3 according to Al-Baladhuri, Ishaq was “kept in confinement until his death” (Al-Baladhuri , p. 332).
4 “It is reported that when Bugha went to Dabil because of the murder of Yusuf b. Muhammad by the inhabitants

of Armenia, he stayed there for a month. On Saturday, 10 Rabi‘ I, 238 [August 30, 852], Bugha sent Zirak the
Turk, who crossed the Kur [River]. It is a large waterway, the size of the Sarat [Canal] in Baghdad, even larger,
and it is between the town [of Dabil] and Tiflis on the west side and Sughdbil on the east side. The camp of
Bugha was on the east side [of the river]. Zirak crossed the Kur to the Hippodrome (maydan) of Tiflis. Tiflis
had five gates : the Hippodrome Gate, the QarTs Gate, the Small Gate, the Suburb Gate, and the Sughdbil Gate.
The Kur is a river that flows down along the town.

Bugha also sent Abi al-'Abbas al-Watht al-Nasrani against the inhabitants of Armenia, Arab and non-Arab alike.
Zirak assaulted them near the Hippodrome [Gate], and Abu al-'Abbas, near the Suburb Gate. Ishaq b. Isma‘il
went out to [confront] Zirak and engaged him in battle, while Bugha stood on a hill overlooking the town near
the Sughdbil [Gate] to see what Zirak and Abu al-'Abbas were doing. Bugha sent fire hurlers (naffatin), who
bombarded the town with fire . The [buildings in the] town [were made] of pine wood, and the wind fanned the
flames, which ignited the pine.

When Ishaq b. Isma‘il came to the town to observe [what was happening], he noticed that the fire, which had
engulfed his palace and surrounding area, had trapped him. Then the Turks and Magharibah attacked him, took
him captive, seized his son 'Amr, and brought them to Bugha. Bugha ordered that Ishaq be remanded to the
Gate of Thorns, where he was decapitated. His head was brought to Bugha, and his body was suspended on a
cross at the Kur [River].
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The fate of Tiflis and Ishaq was researched by Gocha Japaridze who analyzed
both Arab and Georgian primary sources (xsx3stodg, 2014, 3. 32-34): including
Kitab al-Awrak by Abu Bakr Muhammad Ibn Yahya as Sili is, the only Arab primary
source indicating AH 239 as the date of Ishaq’s death; Georgian sources, like the
fresco inscription in At’eni Sioni and Mat’iane Kartlisay, which confirms al-Tabart’s
story: “Bugha the Turk, a slave, came from Baghdad with a great army, sent by the
amir al mu ‘minin. He devastated the whole of Armenia, taking captive all of her
rulers. And he came and laid siege to the city of Tbilisi, for Sahak’ the emir refused to
submit to him. He slew Sahak’, razed Thbilisi, set it on fire, and ravaged all its
environs.” (Mat’iane Kartlisay, 2014, p. 142). The inscription of At’eni Sioni® provides
exact date: 5 August, Saturday, year 73 of [Georgian] Koronik’on [= 853], “Upper” [=
AH] year 239 [12/V1/853-1/V1/854]; i.e. Tiflis was burnt and captured by Bugha in
853 / AH 239 (12/V1/853-1/V1/854), more precisely, on 5 August, Saturday, 853
(dxaBaxoBb, 1912, c. 277-285; boewrmyogs, 1974, 93. 116).

Having captured Tiflis and decapitated Ishaq, Bugha the Turk continued
expanding or re-expanding Arab control in Georgia. According to Al-Baladhuri,
“Bugha reduced Jurzan, and carried away those Christians and non-Christians of
Arran, of the elevated region of Armenia [“Text corrupt”], and of as-Sisajan, who
belonged to the revolutionary party. Thus the political state of affairs in that frontier
region became so quiet as never before.” (al-Baladhuri, p. 332). Al-Ya‘qiib1 specifies,
that after capturing Tiflis Bugha attacked the Ts’anars: “Bugha marched against the
Sanariyya and and fought them, but they defeated him and routed his troops, so he
turned away from them in disarray.” (al-Ya‘qubi, 2018, p. 1267). However, according
to al-Tabari, “In this year [AH 239 ()], the ruler of the Sanariyyah was killed at the
Public Gate in Jumada II (November 7-December 6).” (Al-Tabart, XXXIV, 1989, p.

Ishaq b. Isma‘il was a stocky old man and had a large head. He was tattooed with blue (indigo) markings, and
was ruddy, bald, and cross-eyed. His head was raised over the Gate of Thorns. Barghamush, deputy of Bugha,
supervised his execution. About 50,000 men were burned in the city. The fire burnt itself out in a day and a
night, for it was a pine-wood fire that does not last. The Magharibah arrived in the morning. They took the
living captive and plundered the dead.

The wife of Ishaq lived in Sughdbil. It is opposite Tiflis, on the east side ... Ishaq had fortified it, dug its
defensive trench, and manned it with Khuwaythiyyah warriors and others. Bugha gave them a guarantee of
safe-conduct, stipulating that they lay down their arms and go where they wished. The wife of Ishaq was the
daughter of the Lord of the Throne (Sahib al-Sarir).

Then Bugha reportedly sent Zirak to the fortress of Jardman, which is between Bardha'ah and Tiflis, along with a
contingent of his troops. Zirak conquered Jardman and took captive its Patrikios, al-Qitrij, on the Jardman
Road, and brought him to the army camp (Al-Tabari, XXXIV, 1989, pp. 121-123).

1 We provide the translation:

On August 5, on the day of Saturday

in Koronik’on 73, in Upper year 239

Bugha burnt the city of T pilisi, and captured

the emir Sahak’ and killed him; and in the same month

on the day of August 26, also on the day of Saturday Zirak

captured K’akha and his son Tarkhuji
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128); was that K’ akha mentioned in the At’eni inscription as being captured by Zirak
on August 26 of 853 (this time al-TabarT may be indicating the correct date)? And was
that the person known in Georgian hagiography as the martyr K’onst’ant’i K’akhi? In
any case, according to al-Tabari, the Ts’anars suffered some losses as well.

The Georgian source provides some additional information, indicating that
Bugha made attempts (in Autumn 853?) to expand / re-expand Caliphal authority upon
not only K’akheti (eastermost Georgian province), but also west-Georgian provinces;
Mat’iane Kartlisay confirms that Bugha was defeated by the Ts’anars (but gained
upper hand in western Georgia): “Tevdosi, King of the Abkhazians [west-Georgian
kingdom — 1. Paghava], marched out against him, taking up a position at K’vertskhobi.
Learning this, Bugha sent his sp’asalars Zirak and Bagrat’, son of Ashot’ the
Kuropalate. A battle was fought and the Abkhazians [i.e. the west-Georgian army —
I. Paghava] were put to flight; a countless number of men perished. The fugitive King
Tevdosi took the Dvaleti road.

The returning troops (of the Saracens) were intercepted at Jvaris-gverdi by the
Gardabanians [i.e. K’akhetians, or Ts’anars — |. Paghava]; the latter inflicted heavy
losses on them. When Bugha received tidings of this, he broke camp and came to
Ch’artaleti, and established himself there. He took hostages from the Mtiulis — three
hundred men — and, in a bid to invade Ossetia, he advanced to Tskhavat’i. But
Abulabaz, the eristavi of the Armenians, and Guaram, son of Ashot’, wrote to the
Mtiulis, asking them to keep the enemy out. They abandoned the hostages to their fate.
God helped the Mtiulis, for there was a snowfall. They were able to bar the way to the
enemy; a battle was fought and God gave them victory. A countless number of
Saracens died. Their horses ate azalea and many were lost. However, no diminution of
the (Arab) army was apparent, for it numbered one hundred and twenty thousand men.

Withdrawing, Bugha wintered at Bardavi.” (Mat’iane Kartlisay, 2014, p. 143).

Evidently, in the following year (after having had wintered) - i.e. in 854 / 11
half of AH 239, I half of AH 240 (?) - Bugha was still active in the region; i.e. when
the AH 240 Jurzan dinar was minted; however, his relations with the Khazars rose
certain suspicions (?): “He captured a certain priest’s son who had become the ruler,
and razed Gardabani to the ground. He opened the Gate of Daruband and brought over
the Khazars — over- three hundred households — settling them at Shankor. He brought
the Ossetes — about one hundred households — through Darialan and settled them in
Dmanisi. He was planning to enter Ossetia in the summer. When the amir al mu’minin
learnt of his negotiations with his kindred Khazar tribe, he advised Bugha to leave
Kartli to Humed, son of Khalil. Bugha departed and Humed, son of Khalil, took over
the office of emir.” (Mat’iane Kartlisay, 2014, p. 143). Al-Ya‘qubi narrates the events
differently: “He tracked down those to whom he had extended a guarantee of safe-
conduct and seized them; but a group of them managed to escape and wrote to the
ruler of the Byzantines, the ruler of the Khazars, and the ruler of the Slavs (Sagaliba),
and they came together with a large force. Bugha wrote regarding this to al-
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Mutawakkil, and he appointed Muhammad b. Khalid b. Yazid b. Mazyad al-Shaybani
over the province. When he arrived, the troublemakers ceased their activity, so he
renewed their guarantees of safe-conduct.” (al-Ya‘qibi, 2018, pp. 1267).

We have to note, that according to Ta’rikh al-Bab wa-Sharvan, Muhammad b.
Khalid had been given Bab al-Abwab as iqta‘ already in AH 237 (5/VI1/851-
22/V1/852) (being dispatched along with Bugha?); Muhammad b. Khalid attacked both
the Khazars and the infidels living in the vicinities of Bab al-Abwab (MuHopckwi,
1953, c. 46).

According to al-Baladhuri, Bugha came (i.e. left the northern province) to
Surra-man-ra‘a in AH 241 (22/V/855-9/V/856) (al-Baladhuri, p. 332); i.e. he left the
‘Abbasid North either in early 855, or late 854?. That means that Bugha was the
governor in AH 237 (?) — AH 240 or 241.

Correspondingly, Muhammad b. Khalid replaced Bugha! also in AH 241?
Ta’rikh al-Bab wa-Sharvan indicates AH 242 (10/V/856-29/1V/857) (Munopckwi,
1953, c. 46).

Eventually, Muhammad b. Khalid was replaced in his turn by ‘Isa b. al-Shaykh
al-Shaybani — “Humed, son of Khalil, took over the office of emir. The amir al-
mu’minin dismissed Humed and appointed Isa, son of Shikh, and a relative of
Humed.” (Mat’iane Kartlisay, 2014, p. 143). According to al-Tabari, who provides
some interesting details on ‘Isa’s previous actions, that happened in AH 256
(9/X11/869-28/X1/870). (Al-Tabari, XXXVI, 1992, p. 117); cf. the story narrated by al-
Athir (U6H an-Acup, 1940).

*

The AH 240 dirham of Jurzan was evidently minted when Bugha was still
active in the region, not just in the province of Arminiya, but specifically in Jurzan.

The AH 248 dirham of Tiflis was minted in the governorship of Muhammad b.
Khalid b. Yazid b. Mazyad al-Shayban.

We have to note also the existence of Tiflzs dirhams dated AH 248, 249, 250
(xamaranma, 1987, c. 59-62; Zeno, #13779), also issued in the governorship of
Muhammad b. Khalid.

Comparing with other mints of the ‘Abbasid North, we can note the Dabil dinar
of AH 241 (Vardanyan, 2011, p. 19) and Arminiya dinars of AH 243, 246 and 252
(Vardanyan, 2011, pp. 19-20; Vardanyan, 2012, p. 10); as well as Arminiya dirhams of
AH 241, 243, 246-253, 255, 256 (Vardanyan, 2011, pp. 50-54; Vardanyan, 2012, p.
11).

In both Arminiya-Dabil and Jurzan-Tiflts cases the coin-minting activity was
clearly intensified during and in the wake of Bugha’s stay in the region (during the
governorship of Muhammad b. Khalid): the coin-minting activities ceased and were

L Cf. (Ilarumsn, 2011: 309).
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resumed well before and after that period. We have summarized the available
information on the ‘Abbasid North coinage in AH 240-256 in Table 2.

We agree with Steve Lloyd that the name of the entire province was indicated
on the AH 240 dinar because Bugha considered it expedient to declare the Arab
control all over Jurzan (Morton & Eden, 2019b) (which remained merely an ambition,
since Bugha was defeated by the Ts’anars).!

The metal employed for minting both Jurzan and Tiflis (as well as Arminiya
and Dabil) dinars also indicates that the authorities employed the mint/s for declarative
purposes. However, the more or less regular issue of silver currency at Tiflis (AH 248-
250), and particularly Arminiya (AH 241, 243, 246-253, 255, 256) mints may rather
reflect the more mundane intention to supply the local residents (including, no doubt,
the military) adequately with means of exchange.

**k*k

The discovery of the new mintname “Jurzan” (Georgia / Kartli) expands our
knowledge on the numismatic history of Georgia and the ‘Abbasid caliphate. Jurzan
probably constituted the alternative designation of Tiflzs. Employing the name of the
province as the mintname evidently emphasized the Arab control of not just the Arab
outpost Tiflzs, but rather the entire province of Jurzan, i.e. eastern Georgia, or, rather
the ‘Abbasid ambition thereof. The unique copper and gold coinage of Jurzan dated
correspondingly AH 152 (14/1/769-3/1/770) and 240 (2/V1/854-21/V/855), along with
the unique gold dinar of Tiflzs dated AH 248 (7/111/862-23/11/863) provide us with an
intimate insight into the contemporary political, military and economic proceedings in
Georgia, or, generally speaking, the ‘Abbasid North.

We consider the Jurzan coins, published and analyzed by means of this article,
as one of the primary sources on the history of Georgia and the ‘Abbasid North in this
epoch. Comprehensive analysis of all the available and upcoming data, including the
yet unpublished numismatic material that we are currently researching, would
hopefully lead to the more up-to-date historiographic narrative of the rise and fall of
the Arab sway in Georgia and the region.

L1t is remarkable, that Arminiya and not Dabil was the standard mintname in the Arminiya-Dabil pair. One may
conjecture, that in that case it was significant to emphasize the Arab control over all of the province of
Arminiya. But why was the AH 241 dinar marked as minted in Dabil? Why was it significant in AH 241 to
indicate that the Arabs controlled Dabil?
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Table 2.
Gold and silver coinage issued at the Arminiya-Dabil and Jurzan-Tiflis mints in the AH 200s.
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* Aram Vardanyan mentions this coin (Vardanyan, 2014, p. 10), but the literature he refers to (Vardanyan, 2011, #252; Vardanyan, 2012,
#2554, 251) has no indication thereof (?)
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