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ACCORDING TO DATA FROM BULGARIA
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BOJITAPII

Summary

The sources speak eloguently about the extreme charity of the empresses from 5™
century. They built temples, orphanages and supported their work. Their mission was
spread all over the empire, which is proved by the discovered coins of theirs. The golden
coins which they donated not only supported the church financially, but also helped their
activity in disseminating and establishing the Christian religion. The signs of Christ
complement and in separate cases prevail over their pragmatic properties. The difference
about the view about the role of the monetary units of the empresses is that their
“spiritual value” in 5™ century was also an important means for the state politics not only
a medium of exchange. The support of the religion life at places had not only financial
dimensions, which for that age was of extreme importance. That process underwent in an
atmosphere of impoverishing of the town population, as the church advanced
economically with the help of the state. That explains the fact why in the church
buildings and around them such a great amount of coins from 6™ century has been found,
but near the public ones they decreased at the end of 4™ century. The discovery location
of the coins of the empresses clearly shows the area and the sites, connected with charity
and religious activities of the Augusts. At the dissemination and establishing the
Christianity the state used all possible means. It was imperative because of the
heterogeneous ethnic structure of the population of Trace and Dacia during 4™-6"
centuries, which created conditions for arising of various diversions from the Christian
religion — the heresies.

The inspection of the location of findings golden coins of empresses shows that
they were discovered in/or at a short distance from the region of the Late Antiquity

169


https://doi.org/10.31470/2616-6275-2022-6-163-1
mailto:aladzhovadochka@gmail.com
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0718-5007

Yrpaincoekuit nymizmamuunuii wiopiunuk. Bun. 6. Kponuenuusxuii — Kuie —Ilepescnae, 2022.

settlements and fortresses: Abrittus (now Razgrad), Beroe — Augusta Traiana (now Stara
Zagora) Nicopolis ad Istrum — the old settlement near the village of Dichin, Kyustendil,
Nicopolis ad Nestum (now Gotse Delchev), Strogovia (Kailuka — Pleven), Ryahovets,
Sadovets, Tuida (now Sliven), Philipopolis (now Plovdiv), the fortress of Shumen. The
listed places coincide with the territories with bishop centers, significant population and
outstanding Christian temples from 4™ and 5™ centuries. It gives a good reason to search
the connection between the gold in question, the cult artifacts and their religious
meaning.

During the Late Antiquity the role of the bishop institution increased rapidly, not
only in the church life, but also in the civil ruling system. The area bishops began to take
active part in the control of the towns, occupying a great deal of the town curia functions.
That happened with the blessing of the emperor’s power, which gave such authority to
the bishops, so that they were able to control and inspect various decisions of the non-
clerical authorities.

The topography of the monetary unit subject of the article is a good token in their
interpretation as a means of propaganda of the still new Christian religion where the
preliminary and dictatorial reasons of the emperor institution could be seen. The coins are
subject of this study; they concentrate the ideological power in the image of empresses.
Coupled with the Christian symbols they outline a spiritual vector in their dissemination.
Thus the commercial role of money was combined with their spiritual mission to help the
church establish the faith in Christ.

Key words: coin find, treasure, Late Antiquity, empresses from 5" century,
Christian symbols.

Anomauin

Iicepena kpacHomo8Ho c8i0uams npo HA038uYAUHY O1A200TUHICMb IMREPAMPUYb,
nouunaiouu 3 V cmonimms. Bouu 6yoyeanu xpamu, cupomunyi ma niOompumyeanu ixuro
disnbnicms. Ix micia 6yna nowwupena no 6ciii imnepii, npo wo ceiduamv 3HAlOeHi
MoHemu. 30710mi MOHemuU, AKI BOHU HCEPMBYBANU, He MINbKU RIOMPUMYBANU YEPKE)Y
Qinancoso, ane U Odonomazanu iXHiU OiANLHOCMI )Y NOWUPEHHI MA YMBEPONCEeHHI
Xpucmusancokoi  penieii. 3uaxu Xpucma OONnOGHIOWOMb, A 6 OKpeMux 6unaokax
nepesaxcaoms NpacMamuyHi 81acmusocmi mMonem. Biominuwicmv y noensidi Ha poiw
2pouLoBUx OOUHUYb IMNepampuyb noiseae 8 momy, wo "oyxoewa yinHicms" OaHux
monem 'y V cm. 6yna makodc 8axdCIUGUM 3ACOO0M O0epHCasHOI NONIMUKU, A He Juue
3acobom obminy. Iliompumka penieiiino2o dcumms Ha MiCYax mMania He auuie QiHancoutl
sumip, axuti 0ns miei enoxu Oye HaozeuuatiHo eadciueum. Lleti npoyec 8i0bysascs 6
ammocghepi 3y00H4CIHHA MICbKO20 HACENIeHHS, OCKLIbKU YePKB8A eKOHOMIYHO PO36UBANACS
3a donomozoro oepaicasu. Came Yyum nOACHIOEMbCL MOU hakm, wjo 8 YepKoGHUX 0Y0iAX
[ HABKOJI0 HUX 3HAUOEHO MAK) 8eluKy Kilvkicmv monem i3 VI cmonimms, mooi sk 0ins
2poMaocbkux 3a0y0o8 ix Kinbkicmeb 3meHwunacs Hanpukinyi IV cmonimms.
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Posmawysanns 3naxioox monem imnepampuys 4imxko noxkazye mepumopiio ma o06'ekmu,
nog'szami 3 O1a200IHOI ma penicilinolo OidnvHicmio Aezycmie. [Ipu nowupenni ma
VMBEPONHCEHHI XPUCTUAHCMBA 0epiHca8a GUKOPUCMOBY8ALA 6Ci Modxcausi 3acodu. lle
0y10 HeobOXiOHO uepe3 HeOOHOPIOHUU emHuiyHull ck1ad Hacenenus Tpanezynoa i Jlaxii
npomszom 1V-VI cmonimob, o cmeoposano ymosu 0 BUHUKHEHHS PI3HUX 810CMYNi6 810
XPpUCMUSHCHKOI penicii — epecell.

O2na0 micys 3HAXIOOK 30/10MUX MOHem IMHepampuyb NOKA3YE, Wo 6OHU O)au
BUABIEHT 8 PeciOHI NI3HLOAHMUYHUX NOCeNeHb | hopmeyb ma/abo Ha HeseauKill 8i0Cmani
6i0 Hux: Abpimmyc (nuni Pazepaod), bepoe — Aecycma Tpasna (nuni Cmapa 3acopa),
Hikononic ao Iempym — 2opoouwe 6ins cena /Juuun, Krocmenoin, Hikononic ao Hecmym
(nuni I'oye enues), Cmpoeosisa (Kainyka — Ilnesen), Paxoseys, Cadoseyw, Tyioa (nuni
Cnigen), Dininononic (nuni Ilnosous), popmeys llymen. Ilepeniueni micys 30iecaromuvcs
3 mMepumopisimu 3 ENUCKONCOKUMU YEHMPAMU, 3HAYHUM HACENeHHAM 1 GUOAMHUMU
xpucmuancokumu xpamamu IV-V cmonims. Lle 0ae 6azomi niocmasu 01 nOwyKy 38'a3Ky
MIJHC 30710MOM, NPO sIKe U0embvCs, KYIbmosumu apme@daxmamu ma ixHim penieiiHum
3HAYEHHSM.

Y nepioo niznvoi anmuunocmi cmpiMKo 3pocmae poiv IHCMUmymy €nucKonampy
He Juule 8 YEePKOBHOMY Jicummi, aie U y cucmemi yugilbHo2o ynpaeninHs. Micyesi
ENUCKONU NOYANU OpaAmu aKMUGHy y4acms 8 YNpasiiHHi Micmamu, nepeoupardu Ha cebe
3HauHy wacmuHy @yukyiti micokoi kypii. ILle e6idbysanocsa 3 0O1a20CcN08eHHA
iMnepamopcoKoi 61a0u, KA HAOLIUAA ENUCKONI8 MAKUMU NOBHOBANCEHHAMU, WOO BOHU
MO2U KOHMPOAI08amu i nepesipsamu pisHi piuleHHs HeyepKosHOi 61a0u.

Tonoepagisn epowiosoi oounuyi, npo Ky tioemsvcs y cmammi, € 000pUM 3HAKOM )
i inmepnpemayii sax 3acody nponazanou we HO80I Ha My nNopy XPUCMUAHCLKOIL penieii, de
MOJICHA NOOAYUMU NONEPeoHi ma OUKMAMOPCHLKI NPUYUHU IMNEPAMOPCbKOIL IHCMUmyyii.
Monemu, wo ix oopano npeomemom Yybo2o OOCNIOHCEHHS, KOHYEHMPYIOMb 10e0N021YH)
cuny 6 obpazax imnepampuyv. Y NOEOHAHHI 3 XPUCMUAHCHKOK) CUMBONIKOIO BOHU
OKpecniooms OYX08HUL 6eKMOp iX nowupenus. Takum yuHom, Komepyilina poisb cpouieti
NOEOHYBANACA 3 IXHLOIO OYXOBHOIW MICIEI0 — O0NOMA2AMU YEePKEi YMBEepoiCy8amu 8ipy y
Xpucma.

Knrouosi cnosa: monemna 3uaxioxka, ckapb, nizHsa aumuynicms, imnepampuyi V
CM., XPUCTMUAHCbKA CUMBOIKA.

The extensive charity of the empresses from the 5th century is well known from
the sources. They build temples, orphanages, support their activities financially and
organizationally. Their mission extended throughout the empire, and a proof of this are
their discovered individual and collective coin finds. The gold and silver coins which
they donate have usually their images, and along with the financial support they provide
to the church, the coins help the spreading and strengthening of the Christian religion.
The symbols of Christ on the coins complement, and in some cases even prevail over,
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their pragmatic qualities’. The support of the local religious life has not only a financial
dimension, but also an ideological one, which for this era is of great importance. In the
2nd century, the flow of the state surplus funds poured into the construction of public
buildings, in the 4th century they are used for glorifying the emperors, and from the 5th
century onwards, the flow of wealth began to flow into the Christian church - "for
forgiveness of sins". Thus, the economic situation of the church strengthened suddenly
and dramatically’. The analysis and the discovery location of the gold coins of the
empresses from the 5th century on the territory of Bulgaria show that they are found in/or
near the late antique settlements and fortresses: Abrittus (Razgrad), Beroe — Augusta
Trayana (Stara Zagora), Nicopolis ad Istrum — the settlement near the village of Dichin,
Kyustendil, Nicopolis ad Nestum (Gotse Delchev), Strogozia (Kaylaka — Pleven),
Ryahovets, Sadovets, Tuida (Sliven), Philippopolis (Plovdiv), Shumen Fortress (Shumen
Fortress). (Fig. 1) The listed localities coincide with the territories of Episcopal centers
and significant settlements from the 4th-6th century, which is a reason to search for a
connection of the gold coins in question with the cult monuments and the religious
practices in them.

The largest number of empresses gold coins — eight, were found in the ancient city
of Abrittus (nearby Razgrad). Written sources report that in the 5th century the city was
an episcopal center. The bishop of Abrittus Marcianus is listed first in the epistle of the
six bishops sent by Valerian the bishop of Marcianopolis to the Byzantine emperor Leo |
in 458%. The name of the spiritual pastor Marcian of Abritus* is also mentioned in the
Council of Ephesus®. Among the results of the long-term archaeological investigations in
ancient Abrittus, an early Christian estate with a three-nave basilica and its premises was
discovered®. In Abritus was found the largest gold treasure in Bulgaria from the 5th
century, which includes 835 solidi’. Five of them are empresses solidi — 1 of Pulcheria
and 4 of Verina. From the ancient city originate 3 single coins found in 1953 and 1961 —
1 of Eudokia and 2 of Licinia Eudoxia.

The ancient city of Augusta Trayana (now Stara Zagora) was established in the
beginning of the 2nd century and is the second largest in Thrace after Philippopolis. After
the 4th century, a larger territory, which also included the city of Augusta Trayana,
received the name Beroe®. With the establishment of the new Christian religion, Beroe -
Augusta Trayana became an important religious center in Thrace and is included in the

! Bnagumuposa-Amnamxosa 2011: 78-86.

2 Bpayn 1999: 114.

® Bemennues 1962: 1-18; 1Banos 1980: 2.

* Mapkos 1995: 46.

® Ibidem.

6 UBanos, CrosnoB 1985: 1985; PagocmaBoBa, [[3ameB 2003:134; PagocmaBoBa, [[3ames 2007: 373-375;
Panocnasosa, /[3aneB 2008: 356-360; PanocnaBosa, /[3aneB 2009: 348-351.

" Crosmos 1985: 5.

8 Sluxos 1994: 189-195.
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diocese having the same name. The archaeological studies’ provide information
regarding the existence of several churches and church estates'® and a 4th century women
monastery™. A large number of coins were found during excavations in the city, among
which is a tremissis of Empress Verina, wife of Emperor Leo | (457-474)".

In the “Guide of Hierocles”, Nicopolis ad Istrum is mentioned as one of the eight
cities of the province of Moesia'®. After the decisions of the 4th Ecumenical Council
(451), when dioceses were created, the city became an episcopal center. As a result of the
archaeological excavations in the so-called castellum, two basilicas were discovered™,
one of which is identified as an episcopal. According to another opinion, there is no
definite evidence for this and the episcopal estate was located on/around the ruined part
of the Roman city™.

The Settlement near the village of Dichin is situated ten kilometers west of
Nikopolis ad Istrum. According to the conducted studies, the emergence of the fortified
settlement can be attributed to the beginning of the reign of Emperor Theodosius Il (408—
450)*. The beginning of the second period of the Settlement can be dated to around 540,
and its end in 578 or 581"". The chronology of the events is also confirmed by the coins
found during the excavations in Nikopolis ad Istrum and the Settlement near the village
of Dichin. Between them (from the Settlement) is a gold coin tremissis of Eudocia. It was
found together with a tremissis of Tiberius Il Constantine'®, which suggests that it
remained in circulation to a later time. The proximity of the two sites — Nikopolis ad
Istrum and the Settlement near Dichin gives me a reason to assume that the specimen of
Eudokia was initially connected to the episcopal center in the late antique Nicopolis ad
Istrum and later reached the Settlement.

Nikopolis ad Nestum is the most important urban center, economic and spiritual
center of the western Rhodope from antiquity to the middle ages™. It was mentioned by
the Christian author Socrates as one of the seven episcopal centers of the Rhodope
province?’. Nikopolis was leading the Christianization in the area, which led to
significant increase in the construction of church buildings in the 5th-6th century. The
number of early Christian cult monuments between Struma and Mesta rivers exceeds
thirty. They are concentrated around the two largest urban centers of the region — the

° UBanos 2002: 226-228.

10 Kaaes 1992: 49-69.

! Delehaye 1912: 194-207; ITumunrep 1992: 59-67.

12 Munkosa 2005: 93.

3 Ppbikn u3BopH 12 GBrapekara ucropus1958: 90 .

% Poulter 1995: 145-166; Jlunues 2002: 45-55.

'* Bnanxosa 2003: 242-253.

18 TTuraes 2009: 20.

' Ibidem, 26.

18 | am grateful to Assist. Prof. Stoyan Mihaylov for the provided information and picture of the coin of Eudokia.
According to him, both coins can be regarded as a collective find.

19 JumutpoBa-Mumuesa 2002: 265-294; Dimitrova-Miléeva 2002: 311-317; TumutpoBa-Muuesa 2005: 44-49.
% Ppbuky u3BopH a Ghrapckara neropus 1958.
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ancient city nearby Sandanski and Nikopolis ad Nestum®. For now, there are
archaeological data for one church in Nikopol ad Nestum?, but in the surrounding area
there are at least five churches with a mosaic floor, as well as one on the hill
"Hisarluka"®, and these facts are not accidental, since the city is a seat of diocese®. A
find of 95 gold coins originates from the Gotse Delchev area (old Nevrokop), which
included coins of the emperors Honorius — 1, Theodosius Il — 24, Marcian — 2,
Valentinian®® — 2 and 1 of Pulcheria®®. It is very likely that the mentioned find is
connected to the establishment of Nicopolis as an episcopal center. In addition,
associated with this center is an extremely rare silver coin - heavy miliarense?’ of the
wife of Emperor Theodosius Il (408-450) Aelia Eudocia (Fig. 2). It was cut on the
occasion of her proclamation as an Augusta in 423, one year after the birth of her
daughter Aelia Licinia Eudoxia®®. The fact that this rare coin reached this area confirms
the idea that it had a special mission, namely a tribute gift to the bishopric from the
empress.

The Rachovets fortress is located 3 km west of the present-day Gorna Oryahovitsa.
A treasure of solids of the emperors Arcadius and Honorius (395-408) was discovered in
1956%°. Most probably, from this fortress originates a small gold coin — a tremis of
Empress Eudokia, which presently is kept in the collection of the Veliko Tarnovo
museum.

Early Byzantine fortresses are registered in the immediate vicinity of the present
day village of Sadovets — Sadovsko Kale, Golemanovo Kale, Kozhuharsko Kale,
Goranovsko Kale, an early Byzantine church, an early Byzantine rampart®™. The
conducted archaeological studies have established the connection between the listed
fortresses, which form a common defense system?’l. Single and collective coin finds,
mainly from the 6th and the beginning of the 7th century, originate from these objects®.

2 Tumurposa-Mumaesa 2005: 44,

22 Bakimnosa, Komutosa 2013: 311-313.

% Monosa 2011: 263-294.

% Mapxos 1995: 46.

%> Valentinian 111 (425-455).

% T'epacumon 1937: 322. The denomination of the coins is not reported, but most likely they are solidi, otherwise
they would note that they are small gold coins.

21 Bnagumuposa-Amnamkosa 2014: 106-126.

%8 In 424, Licinia Eudoxia, then two years old, was engaged to her cousin and future emperor of the West —
Valentinian I1l. On the occasion of the engagement between the representatives of the imperial families of the
Eastern and Western empires, a heavy miliarence with the name of Licinia Eudoxia was also minted. For details, see
Buagumuposa-Asampkosa 2014: 106-126.

? I'epacumos 1959: 356-366.

% Benkos 1927: 169-172; Ne 30, 31, 32, 34; Welkov 1935: 149-151, Ne 203; MuTtoBa-/I)xoHoBa 1979: 6364,
Uenze 1992.

%! Benko 1927: 169-172; Welkov 1935: 149-1958; Murosa-/xouosa 1979: 63-64.

%2 Pepacumos 1937: 321; Tepacumos 1950: 318; Jurukova 1992: 279-353; Werner 1992: 329-333; Werner 1992a:
335-337; Mackensen 1992: 340-349.
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Also, in Sadovets was discovered a find from the 5th century®®, which is supposedly
"from the ruins of the medieval settlement near this village”. "It contains solidi of
Arcadius — 5 copies (bust of the ruler en face and 5 — in profile). Honorius — 8 and Elia
Eudokia — 1”. Two gold coins of empresses (Eudoxia? and Eudokia) originate from the
"early Byzantine" sites near the village of Sadovets — a solid (from a collective find) and
a semis (?). The nature of the archeological sites in question, whose population consists
mainly of federates, makes it possible to connect the mentioned specimens with the
implementation of the state policy for the establishment of the Christian religion during
the 5th century.

The Storgozia fortress is situated in the locality Gradishteto — Kaylaka nearby
Pleven and became an object of scientific interest in the second half of the 19th century®*.
It was established around the middle of the 1st century, as a station on the Oescus-
Philippopolis road. It was followed by the formation of an unfortified urban-type
settlement from the middle of the 2nd-3rd century in the limits of the present-day city of
Pleven and ends up as a late antique settlement in the locality of Gradishteto-Kaylaka. It
was fortified during the early Byzantine era and lasted until the beginning of the 7th
century®®>. Among the studied sites are two early Christian basilicas. During their
examination, 123 single copper coins*® were found, as well as one gold coin- solid of
Empress Galla Placidia.

The fortress in the area of Hisarlaka near Sliven is located next to important old
mountain passes through which important roads have passed during the antiquity and
Middle Ages. They connected the lands from the north with the lands of Thrace and the
Mediterranean®’. On the southern slope of the hill, the foundations of a large basilica with
a baptistery were discovered, to which later additional rooms were added from north and
south®®. A tremis of Eudokia was found in Tuida-Sliven®

During the 4th-6th century period, Philippopolis was a rich city with a significant
real estate upper class. Evidence of the existence of such an elevated upper class are the
large and rich premises in Philippopolis with impressive dimensions — administrative,
private and cult buildings*. Among the cult buildings, the most prominent is the
“Episcopal Basilica"**, which is located in immediate vicinity of the eastern side of the
forum. Two other smaller basilicas from the same early period were also found in this
area®. The second great basilica was built in honor of the emperor Basiliskus (471)*.

%% In the report of Todor Gerasimov, he notes "a small find of gold Byzantine coins from the 6th century".
% Kosauesa 2008: 102.

% Kosauesa 2005: 53-78.

% Ibidem.

3" I1lepesa 2001: 27.

%8 Banosa 1964: 52-58.

% Bnagumupoa-Anampkosa 2006: 187-190.

0 Nanuesa-Bacuiesa 2005: 60.

* According to the legend, Philippopolis had a bishop as early as the 1st century — Bishop Erm or Hermes.
2 Kecaxopa 1989: 20-33; MapruHoBa, bocramkuesa 2002: 193.
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The collected data on ecclesiastical building in the city fully correspond to the eventful
religious life in Philippopolis, as an episcopal center and metropolis**. Among the rich
numismatic material found in Philippopolis is a tremis with the name of Eudokia®.

Shumen Fortress is located 3 km west of the city of Shumen. It has been
archaeologically proven that the life here continued from ancient times until the 15th
century. In the 4th—6th century period, the settlement had a leading role in the area. From
the late antiquity of the Shumen fortress, a complex has been studied, which includes a
three-nave single-apsed church with a baptistery, built on an earlier Christian temple®®. A
large number of coins from the 4th-6th centuries were found in the fortress, among them
significant number are the ones dated from the 5th century. Among the gold specimens is
a tremis of Empress Eudokia®’.

The review of the locations where the gold coins of the empresses of the 5th
century were found shows that they are episcopal centers, late antique settlements with
church complexes of importance in the respective area. The topography of the coins is a
serious marker in their interpretation as a tool of the imperial institution in the
propaganda of the Christian religion, a testimony of of their distribution. Thus, the
commercial role of the money is combined with their spiritual mission, to delicately
support the state and the church in affirming the Christian faith. The activity of the
empress, which supports the church institution, shows to some extent her emancipation in
this direction.

Charity in which ideological and authoritarian considerations lay behind. The
examined coins with the names and images of empresses concentrate the ideological
power in her image. The empress images, combined with the Christian symbols, are the
spiritual vector.
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Fig.1. Map of the topography of gold and silver coins from the 5th century in Bulgaria.pography
of 5th century coin finds.

Fig. 2a,b. Silver coin, heavy miliarence of Licinia Eudoxia.
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