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Abstract

This paper discusses two denominations of gold coins struck by the Sasanian king
of kings, Khusro Il (590-628). They both have the same design. On the obverse is the
profile head of the king facing right, similar to that found on the silver but without the
marginal stars and crescents. The legend on the left is the same as that on the drachms
but there is a longer legend on the right so the whole legend reads: ‘Khusro king of kings
has increased the royal glory’. On the reverse there is a facing bust with the head
surrounded by flames, similar to that seen on some ‘special’ issue silver drachms. There
have been a number of different identifications of this bust, the most plausible being that
it is the personification of xwarrah, the ‘Royal Glory’, a concept that was very important
to Khusro Il. There is no mint on these gold coins but there is a date, regnal year 21
(610/11), on the left. On the right the legend reads: ‘he (= Khusro IlI) has increased
Eran, he is well-omened’.

Gold coins were struck in small quantities by most Sasanian kings. It appears to
have been mostly a ceremonial coinage, with only Shapur Il (309-79) and Peroz (459—
84) striking larger amounts. Khusro II's gold coinage is relatively plentiful when
compared to that of other late Sasanian rulers. Khusro II’s predecessor, Hormizd IV
(579-90), struck no gold coins and only five coins of Khusro | (531-79) have been
recorded. The usurper Vahran VI (590-1) is the sole other late Sasanian king whose gold
coins have survived in comparatively large numbers.

The larger of Khusro’s two denominations, the heavy (or 1%) dinar, is known
from three specimens, plus another which has been over-struck as an Illkhanid dinar of
Abu Said (1316-35). The smaller denomination, the light (or 1) dinar, is more plentiful
with over 50 coins recorded. The year 21 gold coinage was struck using three obverse

! These coins will be discussed in more detail in Tyler-Smith, forthcoming.
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and three reverse dies, one pair of dies being used for both the heavy and light dinar
coins. Two obverse and reverse dies were used together but the third pair has not yet
been linked to them. As light dinars of Khusro Il are regularly seem in commerce this
picture may change.

The gold coins have been listed and the source of each coin noted (Table 1). All
the dies have been identified, and the available physical information, weight, diameter
and die axis, has been added. The result shows that two pairs of dies were used to strike
42 out of the 53 light dinars and also the three heavy dinars. The other die pairings
struck many fewer coins: one pair struck eight coins, one pair struck two coins and one
pair struck one coin.

A number of the coins are double struck on both obverse and reverse and one
reverse die has a flaw across the neck and shoulder of xwarrah (reverse die 1). Die flaws
and double striking are frequently seen on the drachm coinage and it is evident that the
mint did not take especial care when producing the gold.

The average weight of the light or 1 dinar coins is 4.56 grams (with a mean of
4.57 grams). The average of the four heavy dinars is about 6.73 grams but with so few
coins one cannot arrive at any definitive result regarding the weight. The relationship
between these two denominations is not clear (4.57g x 1% = 6.855¢g). The diameters of
the light dinars vary between 21.3 and 23.5 millimetres (from 16 specimens). The
diameters of the heavy dinars are similar, as one would expect, varying between 22 and
22.7 millimetres. The exception is the over-struck coin which is larger.

Key words
Sasanian, Khusro 11, gold coins, dinars, die study, xwarrah
Anomauin

YV yiti cmammi pozensoaromovcs 3010mi MoHemu 080X HOMIHANIB, SUKAPOYBaHi
cacaniocekum yapem yapie Xocposom II (590-628 pp.). Obuosi monemu maiomo
oonakosutl ouzaun. Ha asepci — npoghinbna 2onosa yaps, 36epuena enpaso, nodioHa 0o
mi€i, wo 300padxcena Ha cpiOHIU mMoHnemi, ane 6e3 KpauHix 3ipok i niemicayis. Jlecenoa
JBOpYY maka dc, K I Ha Opaxmax, aie npasopyd 60HA 008Uld, MOMY NPOYUMYEMbCS
nosnicmio: «Xocpos, yap yapis, npumHoicus yapcoky ciasy». Ha peeepci 306pasiceno
noepyoos 3 20108010, IKA OMOYEHA NOJYM'AM, NOOIOHO 00 MO20, WO MON*CHA noOadumu
HA OesKUX «cneyianbHuxy cpionux opaxmax. IcHye nuska pizuux ioenmugikayii yb020
noepyoos, Haubdiibuwl NPagoonodioHo0 BUSIA0AE BepcCis, W0 ye YocobneHHs xwarrah —
«yapcvkoi crasuy, — KoHyenyii, ska 0yaa Oydce eaxciusor oas Xocpoea 1. Ha yux
30710MUX MOHEMax Hemae OAHUX MOHEemHO20 080pY, die igopyy cmoims oama — 21-1i pix
npasninua (610/11). Ilpasopyu micmumscs necenoa: «Bin (Xocpos Il) 36inbuiue Epamn,
8iH 000Ope 030pOEcHULLY.
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binvwicms cacaniocoxux yapie kapbysanu 3010mi  MoHemu 8 HeelUKiu
kinokocmi. Cxoorce, wo ye Oyu, nepesadcHo, yepemonianvui monemu, i auwe Lllanyp 11
(309-379) ma Ilepo3z (459-484) kapbysanu ix y 6Girvwiti kinekocmi. Kapbyeanms
3010mux mMounem y poku npaeininus Xocposa Il € documv yucenvHumM NOPIGHAHO 3 ix
KapOy8arHaAM nio 4ac nepedy8anHs HA NPECMOoi THUUX NI3HLOCACAHIOCLKUX NPABUMENIS.
Ilonepeonux Xocposa I, Opmizo 1V (579-590), ne xapbysas scoonoi 3010moi monemu, a
3a uacieé Xocposa I (531-579) 3aghikcosarno nuwe vomupu monemu. Y3ypnamop baxpam
VI (590-591) — eounuii nizniti cacaniocvkuii yap, uui 3010mi Mowemu 30epe2nucs y
NOPIBHAHO 8ENUKIU KIIbKOCMI.

binvwuii 3 06ox nominanie Xocposa Il, easxxckuii (abo 1%:) ounap, eidomuil 3a
MPbOMA eK3eMNAPAMU, NAC we O0UH, AKuti 0y nepexapbo8aHull K LIbXAHIOCLKUL
ounap A6y Caioa (1316-35). Menwwuii Hominan, neexuii (abo 1) oumap, Oinvuu
nowupeHutl, — 3agikcosano nouad 50 monmem. 3on0mi monemu 21 poxy rapbysanucs
MPbOMA ABEPCHUMU | MPbOMA PEBEPCHUMU UMAMNAMYU, NPUYOM) OOHA NAPA UMAMNIE
BUKOPUCNOBYBANACH AK O]l MOHEm 8ANCK020, MaAK 1 1ecko2o ounapy. /leéi napu aeepcis
ma peeepcie GUKOPUCMOBYBANUCS PA30M, djle mpems napa we He 0y1a nos's3ana 3 HUMU.
Ockinvku neeki ounapu Xocposa Il pezynapro 3'a61i110mvcsi HA MOHEMHOM) DUHKY, Ys
KapmuHa MO4ce 3SMIHUMUCH.

3onomi moHemu nepepaxo8amo i3 3A3HAYEHHAM Oxcepeld KON*CHOI MOHemu
(Tabnuysa 1). Yci mampuyi ioemmugikosano, maxodc 0odaHa O0ocmynHa @isuuna
inhopmayin wooo eacu, diamempa ma oci mampuyi. Pe3yromam nokasye, wo 08i napu
WMAamnie UKOPUCMOBY8anucs 01s kapoyeanus 42 3 53 neekux OuHapis, a makoic mpbox
BAJICKUX OUHAPIB. 3a 00NOMO20I0 THWUX nap mampuysb 8i0KapOO8HO Habazamo MeHuie
MOHem. 0OHIEN Naporo 8IOKapb0B8aHo GiCiM MOHem, e 0OHIEID Napor — 08 MoHemu ma
00H)Y MOHEmY — OKPEeMOIo napoio Mampuyb.

Jesiki monemu marome noosiline KapOy8auHs AK HA aepci, maxk i Ha pesepci.
Ooun pegepcHuli wmemnenb Mmae oOegekm Ha wui ma niedi xeappu (peeepcHull
wmemnens 1). /lepexmu wimemnenie ma noositine KapoOy8aHHs 4acmo 3ycmpiuaomscsl
Ha opaxmosux monemax. OuesuoHo, MOHeMHUL 08Ip He 0COOIUBO PemeNbHO CMABUBCS
00 8UPOOHUYMBA 30710MA.

Cepeons saza neckux monem, abo monem Hominanrom 1 ounap, cmanosums 4,56 2
(npu cepeonvomy 3uauenni — 4,57 2). Cepeous 6aza HOmupbox 6ax*CKux OUHApI8
cmanosums Oauzvko 6,73 2. Ilpome npu makiti maniu KilbKOCmi MOHem He MOMCHA
3poouUmuU  OCMamo4Ho20 BUCHOBKY w000 6acu. CRiBGIOHOWLEHHS MIXNC YuMU 080MA
HOMIHanamu He € uimxkum (4,57 2 x 1% = 6,855 2). [Jiamemp necxkux Ounapis
koausaemwvcs 6i0 21,3 0o 23,5 mm (i3 16 3pasxis). [liavemp eadickux ounapis, ax i ciio
Oyno ouikyeamu, nodionuil i Koausaemvcsa mixc 22 i 22,7 mm. Bunamox cmanosums
HaoKkapboeana MoHema, siKa Mae OLIbWI po3Mipu.
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Knrwwuoei cnoea: Cacaniou, Xocpos Il, 3010mi monemu, ounapu, wmemnenvHe
00CiOdHCEH S, X8appa.

The Sasanian king, Khusro Il (590-628) struck coins in gold (usually called
dinars), silver (usually called drachms) and copper. His silver coinage was struck, and
survives, in very large numbers. It is known for every year of his reign with up to
33 mints, located in all parts of the empire, striking in any one year. Only small numbers
of his copper coins survive today and it is difficult to judge how large the original issue
was. Where the mint on the copper can be read, it is usually located in the western part of
the empire.

Gold was struck in small quantities by most Sasanian kings. Mostly, it appears to
have been a ceremonial coinage rather than a functional part of the monetary system.’
Only two kings struck a relatively large gold coinage: Shapur Il (309-79) and Peroz
(459-84).% The issue of Khusro II’s gold coinage was larger than that of any other late
Sasanian king. His father, Hormizd IV (579-90), struck no gold coins while only five
gold coins are known of his grandfather Khusro | (531-79).* The two usurpers who
seized the throne early in Khusro II’s reign both struck gold. The gold of Vahran VI
(590-1) is comparatively common but a sole gold coin of the usurper Vistahm is known.’
Of his successors, gold is only known for Queen Buran.

Khusro 11 struck gold in two denominations and with three different designs. Two
of these designs are each represented by one unique dinar. One of these is dated year
33 (622/3) the other year 34 (623/4).°

The coins with the third design are the subject of this paper. They were struck in
two denominations, called heavy and light dinars or 12 and 1 dinars. All are dated year
21 of Khusro II’s reign (610/11). Three examples of the heavy dinars are known, plus
another example which has been over-struck as an llkhanid dinar of Abu Said (1316—
35).” The dinars are more common, with over 50 specimens known.

This die study looks at all the coins it has been possible to trace. There are a few
where the only available illustration is too poor for definite die identification and these
have been omitted. Further examples of these dinars regularly appear on the market so
the pattern of die use may change with obverse die 2 and reverse die 3 linked to the other
dies (see below).

> Schindel 2006.

® A large number of gold coins of Shapur | (241-72) have recently appeared on the market, struck from a large
number of dies. It is difficult to estimate the size of this coinage as some of the coins appear to be modern forgeries.
* Schindel 2022.

> Gyselen 2004, pp. 86-87, nos 89-92 (Vahran VI); no. 93 (Vistahm) = Mochiri 1983, fig. 67.

® Both coins have been published many times. See for example for year 33: http://www.smb-
digital.de/feMuseumPlus?service=Externallnterface&module=collection&objectld=2357527 &view Type=detail View
; Paruck 1924, p. 389 and pl. 21, no. 460. For year 34 see: Splendeur 1993, p. 300, no. 186; Paruck 1924
(Bartholomaei collection), p. 477 and pl. 24, no. 45.

" Peus auction 368 (25 April 2001), lot 403 = Nelson 2011, p. 379, no. 987 = New York Sale, auction 37 (5 January
2016), lot 639.
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The obverse design. The obverse shows the bust of the king with a profile head
wearing a winged crown, to the right, similar to that seen on the silver drachms but with
an extra pair of ribbons flowing from the back of the diadem. The design and legends are
surrounded by one circle. There is no border outside this circle and therefore no space for
the marginal stars and crescents seen on the drachms.

The obverse legend. The obverse has a longer legend than that seen on the
drachms. On the right the legend reads: hwslwy MLK'n MLK’ ‘Khusro king of kings’
which is not found on the ‘regular’ silver types.® On the left is the normal legend seen on
the silver, GDH ‘pzwt, so the whole obverse legend can be translated as ‘Khusro king of
kings has increased the royal glory’.

The reverse design. The reverse is totally different from the usual fire altar and
attendants which had appeared on the reverse of most Sasanian coins since the reign of
Shapur | (241-72). It depicts a facing bust and head, with the head surrounded by a
flaming halo. This flaming bust was also used on drachms of ‘special’ types dated years
21, 23, 26, 27, 28, 36 and 37. No other king used this design. The identification of the
bust has been much discussed with a number of different identifications suggested. It is
now thought to personify xwarrah the ‘Royal Glory’, a concept which was very
important to Khusro 11.°

The reverse legend. The reverse has a date on the left y ewyst’ (yazwist) for regnal
year 21 (610/11). On the right the legend reads 'yl’n ‘pzwt hwytk' which can be translated
as ‘he (= Khusro II) has increased Eran, he is well-omened’.® There is no mint
abbreviation.

Weights of the two denominations. With only four specimens of the heavy or 1%
dinars one cannot make any definitive calculations, especially as some of the coins are
worn and the over-struck coin is holed. The average weight of these four dinars is about
6.73 grams; the average of the light or 1 dinar coins is 4.56 grams (mean 4.57 grams).
Since the weights of the heavy dinars are so variable the relationship between these two
denominations is not clear (4.57g x 172 = 6.855g).

Diameters of the two denominations. The diameters of the heavy or 1% dinars
vary between 22 and 22.7 millimetres.t! This is similar to that of the dinars, as one would
expect as they are struck with the same dies. The diameter of the latter is available for 16
specimens only and ranges from 21.3 and 23.5 millimetres.

8 Gobl 1971 uses the terms ‘regular’ and “special’ for coins of the normal designs and those with an unusual design
respectively, see pp. 19-21 for his definition, and tables 1-XII for the division of types. | use the terms here for
convenience.

% See Gyselen 2000.

10 Gyselen 2004, pp. 65 and 86, nos 94 and 95 (year 21 gold); pp. 65 and 127, no. 277 (year 23, silver).

1 The over struck coin is larger at 26mm, presumably because the extra pressure from the new dies made the flan
spread.
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Source

Paris, AF. Sas.1
London, BM 1923,1105.58
Berlin, 450/1911

Peus auction 368 (25 April 2001), lot
403 (over-struck)

VCoins Pars

(21 November 2019) PCW-S1663
Miinz Zentrum auction 117

(10 September 2003), lot 124
Oslo Mynthandel auction 18

(14 March 1987), lot 1100
Giessener auction 90

(12 October 1998), lot 511 =

Lanz auction 102 (28 May 2001), lot
333 = UBS auction 55

(16 September 2002), lot 1778
Hess Divo auction 340

(1 June 2022), lot 52

Album auction 35

(12 September 2019), lot 722
Kiinker auction 67

(9 October 2001), lot 516
Glendining’s auction

(13 December 1963), lot 362
CNG auction 100

(7 October 2015), lot 191
Hess Divo auction 330

(21 May 2016), lot 17

Hirsch auction 306
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(12 February 2015), lot 1958,
ex M.G. Erworben before 1974
NAC auction 132

(30 May 2022), lot 383 4.58 nr nr 1 2
Mitchiner 1978, no. 1107 = Spink

auction (12 October 1993), lot 455 4.57 nr nr 1 2
VCoins Pars (1 April 2015) 4.57 22 nr 1 2
Paris, 1973.1.339,

collection Henry Seyrig 4.57 23 3 1 2
Gyselen 2004, no. 95 4.57 23 2 1 2
Superior auction

(7 June 1987), lot 4234 4.56 nr nr 1 2
CNG Triton auction 4

(5 December 2000), lot 337 4.56 nr nr 1 2
Grifterrec = SNS Schaaf 664 4.56 22 3 1 2
ANS, no. 1953.101.2 4.56 22 3 1 2

Gorny & Mosch auction 130

(8 March 2004), lot = Mosig-Walburg
20067, pp. 110-12 452 2237 nr 1 2

Miinz Zentrum auction 69
(12 September 1990), lot 752 451 nr nr 1 2
Spink Taisei auction 5

(3 July 1988), lot 481 (4.479) = NFA,
NY auction 30

(8 December 1992), lot 165 = Tkalec
auction (28 October 1994), lot 130 =
Kiinker auction 318

(11 March 2019), lot 798 4.48 nr nr 3 2
Kiinker auction 104

(27 September 2005) lot 332 4.58 nr nr 3 1
Vinchon auction (25 May 1998), lot 72

= MDC Monaco auction 3 4.58 22.5 2 3 1
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(1 December 2017), lot 168 = MDC
Monaco auction 6

(29 October 2020), lot 84 (4.569)
Peus auction 336

(28 April 1993), lot 161 =

Peus auction 368

(25 April 2001) lot 399 = Numismatica
Genevensis auction 2

(18 November 2002), lot 69 (4.599) 4.58 nr nr 3
Vinchon auction

(25 May 1998), lot 72 4.58 nr nr 3
Nelson 2011, no. 986 =

New York Sale, auction 37

(5 January 2016), lot 638 4.56 nr nr 3
Stacks auction

(12 January 2009), lot 2196 = CNG

auction 81 (20 May 2009), lot 748 4.55 nr 3 3
Ira and Larry Goldberg auction 46 (26

May 2008), lot 62 4.53 nr nr 3
Pars PCW-5209 4.53 nr nr 3

Glendining’s auction

(4 October 1957), lot 202 4.55 nr nr 1
New York Sale auction XLII

(9 January 2018), lot 398 4.54 nr nr 1
ANS, no. 1960.10.1 4.61 23 3 2
Sellwood, Whitting, Williams 1985, no.

60 = Barber BIRBI-S0526 4.59 23.5 3 2
Malek 2002, no. 27 = Malek 2019, fig.

1.9, p. 6 = Johnson 555517 4.59 nr nr 2
NCirc CI1.3

(3 April 1994), no. 2055 4.57 nr nr 2
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Giessener auction 22

(25 May 1982), lot 238 = Giessener
auction 60 (5 October 1992),

lot 293a = Giessener auction 69
(18 November 1994), lot 463
Paris, 1973.1.340, Sass. 10
Peus auction 282

(30 October 1973), lot 590
Gyselen 2004, no. 94

CNG 65 Triton 7

(12 January 2004), lot 661
NCirc Cl.1 (February 1993), no. 25
Tkalec auction

(9 May 2005) lot 108

FM CM.1-1954 “‘from a find in Syria’,
ex Kapamadiji

Mochiri 1983, p. 35, j (fig. 916),
Mochiri collection

MDC Monaco auction 7
(12 June 2021), lot 10

Lanz auction 161

(7 December 2015), lot 170
Lanz auction 166

(11 June 2018), lot 77
CNG Triton 22

(7 January 2019), lot 485 =

Nomos auction 21 (21 November
2020), lot 264 (4.55g) = MA Shops
CDMA (15 August 2021) (22.5mm,
4.53g) = NumisCorner

(9 August 2021) (22.5mm)

4.57
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4.56
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4.55

4.55
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nr
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4.50
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Sotheby auction (16 April 1985), lot
371 = Johnson 500053

Johnson 500590
Schulman NY auction
(17 January 1963), lot 31

4.49

nr

nr

nr nr 2
nr nr 2
nr nr 2

Table 1. The heavy (or 1'2) dinars (bold) and light (or 1) dinars

Notes to the table: coins are grouped according to their obverse and reverse die
numbers, then in descending order of weight. If different weights or diameters have been
recorded for the same coin, these are noted in the first column. References to each coin
are given in chronological order, with the oldest first. See below for full names of auction
houses etc. For auctions, the first day of the sale is given; for web images, the date when
the image was downloaded from a website is given.

nr = not recorded.

Dies of the two denominations. A total of three obverse and three reverse dies were
used to strike both issues: the heavy and light dinars.’> The heavy dinars were struck
using one pair of dies (see Table 2). These same dies, plus two more obverse and reverse
dies were used for the light dinar issue.

Obv. die no. Rev. die no. No. of coins: light dinars + heavy dinars
1 2 22+3
2 1
3 1 8
1 1 2
2 3 20

Table 2. Die combinations of the light and heavy dinars®

Two obverse and two reverse dies were used together to strike light and heavy
dinars, but the third pair of dies, used for light dinars only, has not yet been linked to
these. This pattern of die use suggests that the issue of heavy dinars was closely

interlinked to that of the light dinars.

™2 The dies of some coins cannot be identified for certain and have been omitted from this study. An exampleis
Mitchiner 1978, no. 1108 which may be struck from a different reverse die from those already identified, but

unfortunately theillustration istoo poor to be certain.

13 Although the weights of three dinars were not available, the dies of 53 light dinars and three heavy dinars were

identified.
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Obv. 3 Rev. 1

Obv. 2 Rev. 3

Fig. 1. Obverse and reverse die linking

The three obverse dies are easy to distinguish from each other. The variable
features are, first, the position of the star and crescent to the right of the wings of the
crown. On two dies (obv. 1 and obv. 3) it is placed at the beginning of the legend hwslwy
MLK’n MLK’, while on the third die (obv. 2) it is above this legend (i.e. to the left of the
legend as you look at it). The second variable feature is the position of the star behind the
king’s crown. On two dies (obv. 1 and obv. 2) it is above the back merlon and under the
legend GDH, while on the third die (obv. 3) it is higher up between the left wing of the
crown and the start of the legend GDH. This makes it very easy to distinguish these three
dies from each other. Presumably the engraver was allowed some discretion about the
position of these elements.

The reverse dies are very similar to each other with only minor differences which
enable one to distinguish them. It is interesting to note that reverse die 1 has a flaw
extending across the neck to the shoulder of xwarrah but nevertheless continued to be
used. This flaw can be seen on all specimens so far traced. There is also die damage near
the start of the date at the top left on two dies (rev. 1 and rev. 3). These die flaws, and the
double striking one sees on both the obverse and reverse, indicate that the mint did not
take especial care when striking this gold coinage. Both die flaws and double striking are
commonly seen on Khusro’s silver coinage.

191



Yrpaincoekuit nymizmamuunuii wiopiunuk. Bun. 6. Kponuenuusxuii — Kuie —Ilepescnae, 2022.

Illustrations

Figs 2 to 7 reproduced at approximately 2x life size

Fig. 2. Heavy dinar: dies obverse 1, reverse 2. 6.48g, 22.7 mm, 2 h
(Berlin no. 450/1911)

Fig. 3. Light dinar: dies obverse 1, reverse 2. 4.57 g, 22 mm
(V Coins Pars, 1 April 2015)
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Fig. 4. Light dinar: dies obverse 3, reverse 2. 4.48 g

(Spink Taisei auction 5 (3 July 1988), lot 481 (4.47g) = NFA, NY auction 30 (8 December 1992), lot 165
= Tkalec auction (28 October 1994), lot 130 = Kiinker auction 318 (11 March 2019), lot 798

Fig. 5. Light dinar: dies obverse 3, reverse 1. 4.56 g
(Nelson 2011, no. 986 = New York Sale, auction 37 (5 January 2016), lot 638)

Fig. 6. Light dinar: dies obverse 1, reverse 1. 4.54 g

(New York Sale auction XLII (9 January 2018), lot 398)
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Fig. 7. Light dinar: dies obverse 2, reverse 3. 4.55 g
(CNG 65 Triton 7 (12 January 2004), lot 661)
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