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FALSE COIN OF EMPRESS LUCILLA FOUND IN SERDICA

®AJBIIABA MOHETA IMITEPATPUL JYIWIIH, 3HAWJIEHA B
CEPJIMIII

Summary

A false coin found in Serdica is described in this article. It is about the coin mixti
from the time of empress Lucilla (164-168/ 169), which has the following description:

Obverse: LVCILLAE AVG ANTONINI AVG F draped bust right.

Reverse: CONCORDIA Concordia seated left, holding a patera and resting her
arm on a statue of Spes.

Diameter: 17/18mm; Weight — 2.95g.

The core is made of copper alloy, covered with thick gilding. At present the gilding
on the relief parts of the images and letters is impaired and parts of the core are visible,
which have rough surface as a result of pits in the metal. On the observe of the coin the
impairment is bigger on the image of the empress and smaller on the letters of the
inscription. On the reverse the cover of the letters and the inscription is impaired.

The images and the inscriptions on the coin are the same as on the denar, listed in
RIC under No 758. The copper kernel is supposed to have been coated with silver foil
and then stamped with the matrix for denars. However, for some reason the kernel was
covered with gold, not with silver. It is difficult to estimate whether that was an accident
or planned in advance, but as a final reckoning, the fraud is double — a kernel of common
metal covered with a golden foil and stamped with the images of f silver coin. In any case
it was presumed that the potential owners of that coin were not familiar with the images
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on the silver and gold coins and this way the Specimen would be accepted without any
problems.

Key words: Serdica, empress Lucilla (164-182), coins, subaeratus, fourrées,
mixte.

Anomauin

V yiti cmammi onucano ganvwugy monemy, suatioeny ¢ Cepouyi. Hoemvcs npo
MoHemy mikemi yacie imnepampuyi Jhyyunnu (164—168/169), axa mae makuti onuc:

Aesepc: LVCILLAE AVG ANTONINI AVG F opaniposanuti 6rocm npagopyu.

Pesepc: CONCORDIA Kouxopodia cuoumov 7i6opyy, mpumardu namepuyio i
cnuparyucs pykorw Ha cmamyto Cneca.

Hiamemp: 17/18 mm,; 6aca — 2,95 a.

Cepoeuynux sucomogienutl 3i cniagy mMioi ma 6Kpumui 2ycmor no3oniomorw. B
O0anUull 4yac no3oioma Ha perbeHUX 4acmuHax 300padxceHv i aimep NopyuieHd, UOHO
OLIAHKU 2ypmYy, KL MAOMb WOPCMKY NOBEPXHIO BHACIIOO0K 8ub0in y memani. Ilpu oennodi
MOHemU NOWKOONCEHHS BUABUNUCA OINbWUMU HA 300paxdceHHi imnepampuyi ma
MeHwumMu Ha aimepax Hanucy. Ha pesepci nowko0sceno nokpumms iimep ma Hanucy.

3obpasicenns ma Hanucu Ha MoHemi maki xc, AK i Ha OeHapi, 3anecenomy 0o RIC
nio Ne 758. Ilpunyckaroms, wo mione 10po 6y10 nokpume cpibHO0 Goaveoro a nomim
siokapbosane 3a mampuyero 0751 OeHapie. OOHAK 3 AKUXOCb NPUUUH A0pO OYI0 NOKpume
30710mom, a He cpibnom. Basxko oyinumu, uu 6yn10 ye 8unadkogicmio, 4u CHAAHOBAHO
3a30aneziob, ane 8UCHOBOK 00UH — NIOpPOOKA NOOGIUHA — 0pO 3i 36UYALIHO20 Memaiy,
HOKpume 30J10Mow0 ob2oio i 8i0UmMamMnosane 300paxcesHsm cpionoi monemu. ¥ 6yos-
AKOMY 8UNAOKY nepeddavanocs, wo NOMeHyitHi 81ACHUKU Yiei MOHemu He 3HAUOMI i3
300padfCeHHAMUY HA CPIOHUX [ 300MUX MOHemax, i makum YUHOM, 3anpONOHOBAHULL
ex3emniap 6yoe nputinamuil 6e3 6y0b-aKux npooiem.

Knrwwuoei cnoea: Cepouxa, imnepampuys Jlyyunna (164—182), monemu,
cybaepam, gyppe, mikcm.

My interest in special-made coins, generally defined as subaeratus (copper inside),
fourrées (filled), mixte (mixed), dates back more than two decades. During this time, my
scientific interest in them intensified, thanks to the accumulated knowledge on the
subject, as well as to the new empirical material®.

'Benkon 2008, 276-278; BrnagumupoBa-Anamkosa 1993, 213-218; Biaagumuposa-Anamkosa 2002, 200-203;
Brnagumuposa-Anamxkosa 2003, 125-128; Baagumuposa - Anamkosa 2004-2005, 26-27; Bnagumupoa- AnamkoBa
2012: 437-441; Vladimirova-Aladzhova 2000, 45-49; Teoprues 2012, 73-84; Tumutpos 2011, 371-386; Jloues
2014, 621-631; XKexosa 2008, 331-337; ﬁopﬂaHOB 1979, 8-16; ﬁopnaHOBa 2009, 65-70; Jlazapenko 2017, 181-
192; TTenuer 1997, 23-26; Ipokomnos 1982, 26-28; Haritonov 1991, 14-15)
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During antiquity and the Middle Ages, it was a common practice to forge gold and
silver coins. The forgeries that have reached us have gilded copper, bronze, tin or silver
cores and have understated coin weights®.

They were minted in official mints with the consent of the authorities and were
used to pay mercenaries, for taxes to other countries, as well as for trade with tribes who
had little knowledge of the original coins or did not check their quality. Over time, the
gold/silver coating wears away and their inferiority is revealed, and they gradually exit
the circulation stream. Many of these specimens were secondarily used as ornaments, as
evidenced by their pierced cores.

The the examined coin present a new specimen of a "fake" coin of Empress
Lucilla (164-168/169) discovered in Serdica®. Site “Metrostation 8-11”, north of building
A5, room A 10, at the side entrance, under a layer of stones, at a depth of 539.18 m. (Fig.
1) It has the following description:

Obverse: LVCILLAE AVG ANTONINI AVG F Draped bust of empress right.

Obverse: CONCORDIA Concordia seated left, holding patera in right hand,
leaning on statue of Spes with left.

Diameter - 17/18 mm; Weight - 2.95¢.

Fig. 1. Coin of empress Lucilla (164-168/ 169)*

> The most common metal used for the cores of this type of coin is copper and bronze, but iron cores are also found.
* WiBanos 2011, 316-319; Msanos, Nopsirosa 2011, 55-59.

* Photo — D. Vladimirova-Aladzhova
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The core of the coin is made of copper alloy, covered with a thick layer of gold
foil>. Currently, on the relief parts of the images and letters, the gilding is disturbed and
parts of the core are found, which has an uneven surface due to minor ulcers of the metal.
On the obverse side of the coin, the violation of the gold coating affected to a greater
extent the image of the empress and to a lesser extent the letters of the inscription. Both
the image and the letters are damaged on the reverse.

The images and inscriptions on the coin as a type are characteristic of the denarii
described in the literature®. This fact logically suggests that the copper core should have
been stamped with denarius dies of the type described, but when printed the core was
"wrapped" in gold rather than silver foil. It's hard to say whether this is accidental or
premeditated, but it ends up being a double fraud — the base metal core is covered with
gold foil and stamped with the images of a silver coin’. In any case, it was probably
counted on that the potential users of the money were not well acquainted with the
inscriptions surrounding the images on the silver and gold pieces, and so it would be
accepted without difficulty.

From the furetta coins published so far in Bulgaria, and from my observations of
as yet unpublished specimens, this is the first case of a coin with a "special” made with
the name of an empress from the 2nd century. The explanations can be varied, but one
should not miss the fact that this empress was related to four emperors - she was the
granddaughter of Antoninus Pius (138-161), daughter of Marcus Aurelius ( 139-161;
161-180), wife of Lucius Verus (161-169) and sister of Commodus (172-179; 179-192).

The described coin of Lucilla found at Serdica is interesting in that it is associated
with the early stage of the urban coinage of Serdica, which was initiated by her father, the
emperor Marcus Aurelius. Outside of the given chronological and dynastic markers, not
much is known about Ania Lucilla's life®. Born in 150 AD, at the age of 14 she married
Lucius Verus, who was co-emperor with her father. After his death, she remarried.
During the military expeditions of her father and her second husband, Lucilla followed
them. When Marcus Aurelius died, Emperor Commodus took the imperial throne. His
rule did not coincide with Lucilla's interests and understanding, and she planned a plot in
which she involved her daughter and her relatives, with the intention of her becoming
empress, but in the end the plan remained unfulfilled.

> Alfoldi 1978; Alfoldi 1982

°*RIC III, 1962, Ne 758

7 It should be noted that the image on the reverse of the seated Concordia on the left and the inscription
CONCORDIA are very close. The difference is in the inscription on the face.

® E. D'Ambra 2006.

78



The Ukrainian Numismatic Annual. Issue 7. Kropyvnytskyi — Kyiv — Pereiaslav, 2023.

In addition to Lucilla's fure discussed above, more of her denarii, single specimens
and others were found in Serdika, part of the collective coin find discovered in 2015°.

Although these counterfeit coins differ from regular issues, they are essentially
official currency and a product of government policy, minted at official mints, circulated
like regular issues, etc. The decision to produce this type of coins, which are special in
their design, was dictated by a number of internal and external political circumstances,
economic difficulties, commercial dynamics, etc.
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