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The purpose of the publication is to examine mentions of the Great Bell Tower in works by Orthodox
visitors to Kyiv, focusing on their reactions upon seeing it from afar. By analyzing these accounts, we can
gain insight into the bell tower’s significance as a landmark and its impact on visitors’ perceptions of Kyiv.
Methods. It was taken into account that publications issued within the Russian Empire were subject to cen-
sorship, so authors and editorial boards had to adapt to this. This research adheres to principles of histori-
cal authenticity and impartiality, objectivity and historicism, employing a range of analytical approaches.
To establish the historical context, the study utilizes methods of source discovery and evaluation, compara-
tive historical analysis, and synthesis of information. These techniques allow for a comprehensive examina-
tion of the subject matter within its broader historical framework. Scientific novelty. This article is the first
to comprehensively examine the works of Orthodox travelers who mentioned their distant sightings of the
Great Lavra Bell Tower. Conclusions. When combining reports from different periods and diverse view-
points — clergy, laypeople, local travellers, and visitors from other provinces — collectively, they evoke the
essence of the Lavra bell tower. Descriptions primarily feature elements visible from a distance: its
prominence against Kyiv’s skyline and the scenic view of its golden dome. They then shift to the spiritual
aspect that motivates pilgrims, and the architectural design of its towers, noting both height and shape.
Many accounts mention spotting the tower from considerable distances, such as 37-42 km west of the
Dnipro river or 48 km away from a train. Sources describe the emotional impact on people first glimpsing
the brilliant golden domes and crosses radiating in sunlight from afar. Examples include individuals lea-
ning towards the tower in reverence or praying softly as they passed nearby. The tower was a constant
presence, visible both upon arrival to and departure from Kyiv. It served as a connection between the city
and travellers, becoming an unparalleled ornament and symbol of Kyiv. Visitors and pilgrims alike admi-
red its tall, slender form and the radiance of its domes. The image of the Kyiv Caves Lavra became inextri-
cably linked with its magnificent bell tower, which itself was an astonishing sight due to its height, massive-
ness, and incredible design. Seeking out the Lavra bell tower became a custom for religious people and a
point of interest for travellers. These powerful yet often straightforward descriptions from various obser-
vers brought the tower to life. The Kyiv Lavra bell tower evolved into a remarkable emblem of the city’s
spiritual and historical leadership, a ceremonial beacon for those seeking sanctification, and a constant
source of attraction and wonder for all who knew of it. It is possible to argue that the Great Bell Tower
was not only an architectural and spatial, but also a spiritual landmark for visitors to Kyiv.

Key words: Kyiv Caves Lavra in the 19" — early 20™ centuries; landmark; traveller; pilgrim; journey;
skyline; bell tower; symbolic beacon.

Mema cmammi — docaioumu 32a0ku npo Benuky 03eiHuyto y meopax npagociasHux eiogioysauie Kue-
80, 30CepedHCYroUUCh HA IXHIX peakyisix npu nepuwiomy no2isi0i Ha Hei 30aneky. AHanizyrouu yi onucu, mu
MOJiceMo 3po3ymimu 3HaueHHs 038iHUYi sIK opieHmupa ma ii eniue Ha cnpuiihsmms Kueea ceped 8i0gidy-
eauis. Memoodonoeis. BpaxosaHo, wo nybaikayii, sudari e Pocilicbkill imnepii, nidnsieanu yeH3zypi, momy
asmopu ma pedakyii Mycuiu npucmocogysamucs 00 Ybozo. Lle docnioceHHs 6azyembcs HA npuHyunax ic-
mopuuHoi docmogipHocmi ma HeynepedceHocmi, 06’eKmugHocmi ma icmopusmy, 3aCmMoOCO8AHO HU3KY
aHanimuyHux nioxoois. JIns 8cmaHoeneHHs icmopuyHo20 KOHmeKcmy 8 pobomi 8UKOPUCMAHO Memoou 8u-
518/1HHS1 Ma OYiHKU 0dicepes, NOPiBHAIbHO-ICMOPUUHO20 aHanisy ma cuime3sy iHgopmayii. Bee ye oae 3mo-
2y 8cebiuHO po32nsiHymu npedmMem 00CAIOH#CEHH S 8 Lio20 WUpWomy icmopuyHomy KoHmekcmi. Haykoea Ho-
eu3Ha. Y cmammi enepuie ecebiuHO p032150alombCsi MeOpU NPAsoCAA8HUX MAHOPIBHUKIB, sKi 32adyeanu
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npo me, sk 30aneky nobauuiu Benuky naspcbKy 03eiHuyro. BucHoeKu. SIKwjo noedHamu nogioomieHHs 3
pi3HUX nepiodie ma pisHOMaHimHUX no2as0ie — dyXo8eHcmea, MUpsiH, Micyegux MaHOpieHUKi8 ma 8iogioy-
eauie 3 iHwuXx 2ybepHill — 60HU pazom nepedaromb cymHicmb JIagpcbkol 038iHUYi. Onucu nepesajdcHo 3oce-
peodcyrombCsl HA eneMeHmax, suOUMUX 30anexy: ii cnpsamoeaHicmb 00 Kuiecbkozo Heba ma ManbosHUYuil
8u2s0 ii 3010mo2o kynona. Ilomim maHOpieHUKU nepexodsimb 00 OYX08HO20 AcCheKmy, Wo Momugye na-
JIOMHUKI8, ma apXximekmypHozo Ou3aiiMy ii eedic, 8i03Hauarouu sk gucomy, max i popmy. Y 6azambox onu-
cax 32adyembCsi npo me, Wo 038iHUYtO 610 BUOHO 3i 3HAUHUX gidcmaHell, Hanpukaaod, 3 37-42 km Ha 3axio
8id /[Hinpa abo 3 48 km 8i0 nomsiza. [Jocepena micmamp 32a0Ku npo emoyiliHuil eniue Ha aodell, siKi 8nep-
we nobauuau 6auUCKyui 3010mi Kynoau ma xpecmu, wo cAs4u Ha coHyi 30anexy. Ilpukaadamu € mi, xmo
cxunsigest 0o 038iHUYi 3 61az0208iHHAM abo mMuxo moausecs, npoxodsuu nopyu. /I3einuys 6yaa nocmitiHo
npucymHboro, sudumoro siKk npu npubymmi 0o Kuesa, mak i npu 8i0’i30i 3 Hboeo. BoHa 6Gyna cnosmyuHoo
JNAHKOIO Midic MiCmoM i MaHOpiGHUKaMU, Cmaswiu HenepegeplueHoto npukpacoio ma cumeonom Kuesa. Bio-
8idyeaui ma nanoMHUKU 0OHAKOBO 3aXONIH08AAUCS il BUCOKOIO, CMPYHKOIO (popMoto ma catigom ii Kynosie.
O6pa3z Kuego-ITeuepchKoi 1aspu cmas Hepo3pueHo nog’s3aHull 3 ii eeauuHoro 038iHUYero, sska cama no cobi
0yna OuBOBUMCHUM 8UOOBLLYeM 3a80sIKU 8UCOMI, MACUBHOCMI ma HelimogipHoMy Ou3aiiHy. IToutyk Beaukoi
1a8pcbKol 038iHUYI cmas 38uyaem 07151 npouaH ma ob’ekmom iHmepecy 0151 MaHOpigHukie. LIi nomyoicHi,
aze uacmo npocmi onucu pisHux cnocmepizauie Hadaromb 038iHUYi dodamkosux jcummesux puc. Kuego-
IMeuepcbka 038iHUYS nepemeopuIaCs HA BU3HAYHUL CUMB0/A OYX08HO20 MA iCMOpPUYHOR0 Nidepcmea micma,
yepeMOHianbHUll Masik 051 mux, Xmo WLykas cessmocmi, ma nocmiliHe 0cepeno 3amunyeaHHs U noousy 04
8cix, xmo npo Hei 3Has. ModcHa cmeepdcysamu, wo Beauka /]38iHuys 6yna He auwie apximekmypHUM ma
npocmoposum, asne U 0yxo8HUM opieHmupom 011 8iosidysauie Kuesa.

Knouoei caoea: Kuego-Ileuepcbka naspa y XIX — Ha nouamky XX cm., opienmup, MaHopigHuK, naiom-
HUK, N0O0POJiC, Culyem micmda, 038iHUYs, CUMBOAIUHUL MAsIK.

Problem statement. Urban environments contain significant elements known as landmarks.
These landmarks serve as reference points, guiding individuals through the cityscape. We can
define landmarks as external reference points that assist in navigation, whether in familiar or un-
familiar settings. H. Bala identified six distinct categories of landmarks: those related to histori-
cal city memory, urban landscapes and squares, tall structures such as skyscrapers, elements of
daily city life and usage, personal memories and perceptions, and circulation patterns within the
city. These various types of landmarks play crucial roles in how people perceive, remember, and
move through urban spaces’.

The Great Bell Tower of Kyiv Caves Lavra, one of the most important centres of Orthodox
spirituality, stands at a height of 98 m, including the cross®. It stood out significantly against the
backdrop of other buﬂdlngs of the 19" — early 20" c., a period when not only pilgrims but also
excursionists of various faiths, including foreigners, 1ncreasmgly came to Kyiv, although a per-
mit from the Kyiv fortress commandant became necessary to visit the bell tower®. Various types
of pilgrimages existed — religious, antiquarian, and landscape-driven, among others. However,
they all centred on a relatively consistent set of objects, primarily religious and historical in na-
ture. The main focus was on churches and monasteries associated with Old Rus. Additionally,
several sites within or just outside the city limits were connected to Kyiv’s earliest history.
Among the principal attractions, the Caves Monastery complex stood out as particularly signifi-
cant’. From this perspective, the study of the bell tower of the Kyiv-Pechersk Lavra is relevant
and important.

Analysis of recent research and publlcatmns. A. Kizlova has drawn attention to how orga-
nized groups visited the Great Bell Tower in the late 19" — early 20™ c.> However, most studies
dedicated to the Great Lavra Bell Tower® focus on its essence as an architectural monument.

The aim of this paper is to trace the main features of mentions of the Great Bell Tower in
works by the Orthodox visitors to Kyiv, who described their reactions to this tower seen from

! Bala H. Landmarks in urban space as signs. Current urban studies. 2016. Ne 4. P. 409.

2 Katchanovsky I., Kohut Z., Nebesio B., Yurkevich M. Historical dictionary of Ukraine (2™ ed.). Lanham, Toronto, Ply-
mouth Scarecrow Press, 2013 P. 307.

* By6muk B. TlyTeBogurens o KueBy 1 ero oKpecTHOCTAM: C afjpecHbIM OT/e/IoM, TiiaHoM i dororum. T. Kuesa. Kues:
Ky]lb)KQHKO 1894. C. 56-57.

Bllenky S. Imperial Urbanism in the Borderlands: Kyiv, 1800-1905. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2018. P. 41.

® Kisnosa A. Bemika j3BiHuus i opranisoBani rpymu, mo Bigsizysamu Kueso-Ileuepchky YcreHChKY /aBpy (KiHers
XIX — nmou. XX ct.). Icmopuko-kpae3Hagui 0ocaiosxceHHs:: mpaduyii ma iHHoeayii: Mam. IV MisxcHap. Hayk. koH. (Cy-
mu, 28-29 nucmonada 2019 p.). Cymu: Lisoma, 2019. Y. 1. C. 45-49.

6 F'opina A., Pexninpkuit O. IcTopist Ta 0COGMMBOCTI apXiTEKTYPU BE/MKOI IaBPChKOI A3BIHULY. Apx1meKmypHuu 8iCHUK
KHYBA. 2017 Bun. 11-12. C. 305-309; Jpodans JI. CxomKeHHs A0 BepurHU: I1po pectaBpauito JIaBpChKOi A3BiHULI.
CyuacHi npobaemu 0ocnidiceHHst, pecmaepayii ma 36epedicens KyabmypHoi cnadwunu. 2012, Ne 8. C. 247-256; Mare-
piamu mo 6ibsiorpacdii Kueso-Tleuepchbkoi aBpu: HaykoBo-moromikuuit 6i6stiorpadiunuii mokaxkuwk / Ymop. Map-
yeHko O. Kuis, 2006. C. 171-173; PyrkoBcbka O. 3 icropil pecrtaBparjii Benukoi naBpcekoi a3Binuti. Hosi BisomocTi
Npo iKoHomuc Kymony. BionyuHus eikie. 2011. Bum. 1-2 (14-15). C. 53-57; CitkapboBa O. ApxXiTeKTypHHii aHCamMbiib
Ieuepcekoro micreuka y Kuei Hanpukinii XVII — va nou. XVIII ct. CyuacHi npobnemu 0ocnioxceHHs, pecmaspayii
ma 36epediceHHs KyabmypHoi cnadwjuru. 2017. Ne 12-13. C. 251-265.
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afar. This study seeks to analyse how travellers and observers portrayed their impressions of this
iconic structure as it came into view, often serving as their first glimpse of the city.

By examining these accounts, it is possible to gain insight into the bell tower’s significance
as a landmark and its 1n1pact on visitors’ perceptions of Kyiv.

Presentation of the main material. Metropolitan Platon (Levshin)’, in his account from Ju-
ne 2, 1804 described first seeing the Lavra’s bell tower from about 20 versts (approximately
21 krn) away. Even in the dim evening light, the tower appeared as a tall column, dominating the
skyline. As travellers approached the Dnipro, the entire Lavra complex came into view, descri-
bed as “raising its majestic head above everything else” on a high hill opposite the river cros-
sing®. The text illustrates how the Great Bell Tower frames the expenence of beholding Kyiv
from a distance, making it a key point of recognition for the city. The evening theme generates a
certain mood, inﬂuencing the architecture in a way that is slightly dark.

This account aligns closely with that of Dmytro Bantysh-Kamensky, a Junker of the Moscow
Archive of the College of Foreign Affairs9. In his “Journey to Moldova...”, D. Bantysh-Ka-
mensky noted that on July, 4™, 1808, the Great Lavra Bell Tower was visible from even further
away — 29 versts (approxnnately 31 km) beyond Brovary'’. This con51stency in different sources
underscores the exceptional height and prominence of the bell tower. It is noteworthy that the
author already mentions the bell tower when describing his departure from Kyiv. He was pro-
bably looking at the city while he saw the bell tower. D. Bantysh- Karnensky noted that the bells
of the Lavra could be heard as far as the St. Nicholas Monastery", arousing the mystery of the
audibility of the Lavra and the exhibition of how the Lavra’s acoustic presence and its impact
stretched from visual to hearing landmarks of Kyiv and its environs.

Pavel Svinyin, a Moscow off1c1al and amateur historian, wrote about his journey to Ky1v in
“Pechersk Lavra and Caves” (1815)". He described the challenging terraln of “gloomy pine fo-
rests and sandy ravines” that stretched for about 19 km from Brovary"®. The sudden appearance
of the golden cross of the Lavra bell tower through the clouds marked a dramatic moment in his
travels, inspiring rapid enthusiasm among his fellow travellers, who shouted to each other “Ky-
ivi?, The narrative of P. Svinyin underscores the bell tower’s role as a beacon to pilgrims and
tourists, outlining its clear visibility from a great distance and its emotional connection with the
observers.

That same year, Aleksey Levshin, a nobleman and student from Kharkiv University'®, offe-
red a more poetic descrlptlon in his “Letters from thtle Russia”. A. Levshin portrayed the Lavra
and its bell tower as “a terrifying giant colossus”'®, emphasizing its imposing presence on the
landscape. He painted a vivid picture of Kyiv’s dramatic setting, with the city rising on a steep,
50-sazhen high hill covered in shrubs. A. Levshin noted the huge bell tower crowning the hill,
along with golden-domed churches that dazzled the eyes. Interestin 7gly, he juxtaposed the gran-
deur of the Lavra complex with “poor huts scattered in the bushes”'’, highlighting the socio-eco-
nomic diversity of the area. The use of vivid imagery, such as the “ terr1fy1ng giant colossus” and
the “dazzling” golden domes, demonstrates the strong impression the Lavra made on visitors.
The use of such strong, evocative language suggests that A. Levshin was deeply impressed by
the structure’s size and dominance over the landscape. His portrayal goes beyond mere physical
description, conveylng the emotional impact the bell tower had on him as a Vlsltor

Two years later, in 1817, Prince, governor in Volodymyr Ivan Dolgorukov provided an ac-
count that focused on the journey to Kyiv and the anticipation of seeing the Lavra. He descrlbed

a “ridge of majestic mountains with rocks”'® stretching almost to Kyiv along the Dnipro®, prai-
sing the beauty of the surroundings. I. Dolgorukov noted similarities in the landscape to

7 KisnoBa A. YcaMiTHEeHHs B HATOBIIL: COLia/bHi B3aemozii 6paTii mpu manoBanux ceaTuHsx Kueso-Ileuepchkoi Ycren-
CbKOl naBpu (1786 p. — nepiui gecstunitta XX cr.). Kuie: I'panmHa, 2019. C. 594.

8 Cuerupes M. JKusub MOCKOBCKOro murporonuta Ilmatona. ITymewecmsue 8bicokonpeocesusenneiiwezo ITnamona,
mumponoauma Mockoeckozo, 8 Kuee u no dpysum poccutickum 2opodam 8 1804 2., cobcmeeHHO pyKolo ¢ 3aMeyaHusi-
Mu e2o nucaHHoe. (1856). Mockea: Tun-s1 Begomocreit MoCKOBCKO# ropo/cKoit nonnunn 4. 2. TIpunoxeHue.

9 Kisnoea A. YcaMiTHeHHs B HaTOBIi... C. 594.
0 BlanTeimn]-K[amen ckuii] [. Tlyremectere B Mosgasuto, Bamaxuio u Cepbuto. Mocksa: A. PemietHukoB. MockBsa,
1810. C. 183.
" Tam camo. C. 155.
12 Ki3nona A. YcamiTHeHHs B HaroBmi... C. 595.
3 [Ceunbun I1.]. TTeuepckas JlaBpa u memjepst. Omeuecmeentbie 3anucku. 1818. Ne 1. C. 1-2; Cunbus I1. [Teuepckas
naBpa U netepsl. CbiH omeuecmea. 1816. Ne 36. C. 123-124.
4 Kiznosa A. YcamiTHeHHs B HaToBrIi... C. 595.
15 JTepmmn A. TTucsma u3 Manopoccuu. Xapskos: B Yuus. Tum-u, 1816. C. 85.
!6 Tam camo. C. 89.
17 Tam camo.
'8 Kiznosa A. YcamiTHeHHs B HaToBIIi... C. 596.
19 Monropyxwuii Y. Myreutectsue B Kues 8 1817 r. Mockea: Vimm. O-Bo HCTOpPUM ¥ JPEBHOCTeH poc. mpy MocK. yH-Te,
1870. C. 105.
** Tam camo. C. 105.
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P. Svinyin’s account, mentioning a sandy forest similar to the one leading to Kyiv from Brovary
(Jonropykos, 1870, c. 105). His description of tantahzmg glimpses of the Lavra, which seemed
close but then dlsappeared with each turn of the road”, builds a sense of anticipation and per-
haps spiritual journey.

Fyodor Vigel described his approach to Kyiv, where he hadn’t been for 21 years, in July
1823, on his way to assume the duties of vice-governor of Bessarabia®*: “I was troubled by a bo-
il on my side durmg the journey. In my sleep, 1 must have turned awkwardly somehow, as an ex-
tremely sharp pain woke me up early on the 17", I soon forgot about it: on the distant horizon,
through the branches of trees, something flashed before me. I was approaching the last station,
Brovary, and this was the Pechersk dome of the bell tower, a beacon of Orthodox faith, to which
tens of thousands of pilgrims, upon seeing it from afar, bow and cross themselves annually. Very
rarely have I cried from sadness, almost never from joy: but here, tears came from nowhere. A
feeling both native, religious, and patrlottc was aroused in me by this momentary gleam, which
soon disappeared behind the trees” . This text reflects the author’s deep emotional connection
to Kyiv, a city he had not visited in 21 years. As a man, he did not respond with any observable
emotions including joy, which is why the way he saw the bell tower remains all the more speci-
al. He also explains that the tower is a symbol of homecoming and being reconnected with his
roots for a long time, which is a crop of immense religious 1rnp0rtance

Officer and writer Petr Habbe, returning from a special mission in Volhynia in 1826, des-
cribed seeing Kyiv from afar: “The first welcoming sight for me was the bell tower of the Caves
Lavra; it was already visible 25 versts away, rising above the forest. As we drew closer to the ci-
ty, it moved to the right, like a subject of a phantasmagoria; but as we approached from Kyiv to
Vasylkiv, the view became even more captivating: then the bell tower, running into the forest,
seemed to hurry to hide from the ungrateful one who decided to leave the beautiful capital of
Vladimir. The peaks of St. Michael Golden Domed Monastery and the dome of St. Sophia also
appeared little by little, as well as other crosses of the churches of the blessed city; but scattered
over a large area, they did not produce a great effect””®. This extract offers a fascinating depicti-
on of the landscape and the view of the city as the visitor came closer, which was however with
the bell tower appearing through the trees and “disappearing” in the forest. It also emphasizes
the emotional value of the visit to Kyiv for the author. The presence of other landmarks is also
noted, such as St. Michael’s Golden-Domed Monastery and St. Sophia Cathedral, but the writer
mentions that their varied character across a wide area somehow eliminated their coherent vision
compared to the Great Bell Tower.

Michael Zhdanov, a nobleman and Senior Desk Officer of the Department of State Property
from St. Petersburg, wrote in his travel notes after August 1838 that he saw the golden dome of
the Lavra from a distance of 10 versts (about 11 km). As he approached Brovary, he could make
out all the golden domes of the churches and the majestic bell tower towering over the surroun-
dll’l%S He asked the driver if it was the bell tower of the Lavra, and the driver answered that it
was”’. M. Zhdanov’s ernottonal response to the bell tower is evident in the exclamation marks
that punctuate his descriptions®®. The mention of the writer of the very visible dome of Lavra mi-
les away, the aesthetic sides of Lavra are very delicately pointed out, thus implying that the
grandeur of the Lavra monastery is shown through Kyiv and its religious architecture.

Andrii Muravyov, a nobleman and writer, Member of the general presence of the Asian De-
partment Ministry of Foreign Affairs provided a poetic description in August 1843%°. He descri-
bed that during a thunderstorm, as they approached Kyiv, the golden dome of the Pechersk bell
tower suddenly shone like a certain luminary of this wonderful night. And upon exiting the fo-
rest, the entire Lavra was instantly illuminated, and above all the heads of the churches, the whi-
te column of the bell tower rose in a fiery wreath, like a majestic apparition over the elernents
from which lightning streamed, and its muffled ringing of bells echoed the thunder®. Mura-

2! Monropyxuit U. Myremectere B Kues B 1817 r. C. 105.
2 Burens @. 3amicki: Y 2 ka. Mocksa: 3axapos, 2003. Ku. 1. C. 2.
> Burens ®. Bocriomunanus. Y. 6. Mocksa: Katkoe, 1865. C. 68-69.
* I'a6Ge I1. Pycckuii Guorpadudeckuii ciosaps: Y 25 T. Mocksa: Tur-s I'. Jiuccuepa u [I. Cobko. 1914. T. 4: Taar —
Tepbens. C. 7.
% [a6Ge I1. [pory.ixa 3a [IHerpom (OKOH‘-IaHI/IE‘) MockoBckuii Tenerpag. 1827. U. XIV. Ota. 1. C. 19.
% Kiznoea A. YcamiTHeHHs B HaToBIi... C. 598.

¥ KganoB M. Ilytessle 3amucku no Poccuu, B zBajuatu ryGeprusx: C.-Iletep6yprckoii, HoBropoackoii, TBepCckoii,
MOCKOBCKOH, Bna,qumupcmﬁ, Ien3enckoii, CapaToBckol, TamboBckoi, Boponexckoii, Kypckol, XapbkoBckoii, Exa-
TepuHOC/IaBCcKoM, I[lontaBckoit, Kuesckoii, YepHuroBckoii, Morunesckoi, Buredckoii, [TckoBCko#, SIpociaBcKoi,
Kocrpomckoid, HH)KeropO/:LCKouHCHMGHpCKOH Cankr-Iletepbypr: B. HOJ‘IHKOB 1843. C. 148.
%8 Tam camo. C. 149.
* Kiznoea A. YcamiTHeHHs B HaToBi... C. 599.
% Mypasbes A. ITyTemecTBre 10 CBSThIM MecTaM pycckum. Cankt-Ilerep6ypr: Tum. III ota. cobers. E.M.B. xauuens-
pun, 1844. C. 1-2.
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vyov’s account presents the bell tower as a sublime, almost supernatural presence in the
landscape.

Contributor to the newspaper, «Odessa Bulletin» A. Kovalenkov vividly deplcts the bell to-
wer in Kyiv Caves Lavra g1857) : “The 44-sazhen (about 94 m) bell tower rises as a majestic
guardian of the sanctuary”*". A. Kovalenkov also described the deep, difficult to traverse sands
near Brovary, heralding the proximity of the Dnipro. He dwelled in detail on how hundreds of
pilgrims from all corners of vast Russia, overjoyed that they would soon see Kyiv, forgot all the
hardships of the journey through the Kyiv sands and joyfully began to embrace and congratulate
one another. He noted that one had to witness such a sight to appreciate its full significance, for
here the traveller forgets all the deprivations, all the dangers, sometimes of a journey of thou-
sands of miles, gains new, refreshlng strength and greets the emerging cross of the Lavra bell
tower with an almost childlike cry™. The piece as a whole suggests that A. Kovalenkov was a
very observant, empathetic, and skilled author who could perfectly describe and express the phy-
sical and emotional aspects of the plight to Kyiv in the middle of the 19" c. There is no way to
know the personal convictions of A. Kovalenkov, but he certainly knows and honours the impor-
tance of the pilgrimage spiritually and the Kyiv Caves Lavra.

Retired active civil servant adviser Oleksandr Bashutsky, writing between 1853 and 1857,
addresses the addressee, a conditional “friend”, reminding: “you have stopped many times, after
leaving Brovary (the last station before Kyiv) at that line where the holy mountains of our Russi-
an Jerusalem first appear, still in unclear, bluish outlines. On the moving horizon, more than on-
ce along the hilly strip of their edges, searching with your eyes for bodies and souls, shining
through the haze of the blue distance, stars, golden points of domes and the Lavra bell tower
gleaming high above them, you crossed yourself, with an inexplicable calmness, but with an in-
tensified heartbeat. You remember the feelings, thoughts, con51derat10ns and external impressi-
ons, everything that the view of these mountains produced in you™ ThlS text highlights how
Kyiv’s skyline can be seen from far away, particularly describing the domes and the Lavra bell
tower with the emphasis on the former. This passage also introduces O. Bashutsky as a brilliant
wordsmith who possesses a profound admiration for the cultural and spiritual aspects of Kyiv.

His Grace Sava, who was at that time the Blshop of Polotsk and Vitebsk (Cassa, 1902), wro-
te about his trip to Kyiv in 1870, that in the morning of July 29®, in clear sunlight, he saw with
admiration the golden dome of the high Lavra bell tower from the Brovary station 27 versts
away, and as he approached Kyiv, the rnagnlflcent panorama of the sacred Kyiv hills began to
unfold wider and wider before his eyes®. This text conveys a sense of awe and reverence for the
sight of Kyiv, particularly its religious landmarks. His attitude towards the bell tower: The au-
thor’s attitude is one of deep admiration and reverence. The author viewed the Lavra Great Bell
Tower as an impressive and significant landmark

Count, Ma]or General Serhiy Sheremetev?’ mentioned in the description of a trip to Kyiv for
a few days in the spring of 1877 that it was a clear spring evening when his train was qu1etly ap-
proaching Kyiv. Starting from Brovary, it slowly moved across the majestic Dnipro bridge, “and
a wonderful picture opened up before us. In the twilight, the domes of the cathedrals and the bell
tower of the Great Church of Pechersk stood out against the clear sky”*®. The author’s vivid and
poetic description suggests his strong emotional connection to the city and its religious land-
marks, emphasizing their beauty and spiritual 51gn1f1cance as seen from the approach to the city.

L. B[?]rov, a pilgrim from the Saratov provmce who visited Kyiv on June 8", 1890, left the
following account: “"Kyiv, Kyiv!" people in the train carriage started saying. All faces lit up
with smiles. Evidently, all the Orthodox were filled with that feeling of reverence which draws
thousands of God-lovers to Kyiv’s holy sites. At least, that’s how it seemed to me; everyone ru-
shed to the windows and platforms, as if each wanted to see the beauty of the city faster and mo-
re than others. But it was still far away, seemingly hidden in a haze. Only the golden-domed
Lavra bell tower stood out, rising majestically towards the clouds. It can be seen from dozens of
versts away, though not for long. Closer to the city, the pine forest near the Dnipro and various
woods obstruct the view. But once past the forest ... it suddenly appears before you by the Dnip-
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ro in all its grandeur”®®. This excerpt captures the energy and awe of the travelers, highlighting

the spiritual significance of Kyiv for believers. Among the city’s sacred landmarks, the bell to-
wers stand out as especially meaningful. The writer stresses that Lavra’s belfry is the first buil-
ding visible from heaven in front of you as an architect, a confirming part of the city. The author
uses vivid language to convey his impression of the tower, highlighting both its beauty and
structural strength. The author instils a sense of excitement in the reader by showing the place in
steps, with the bell tower as the main element of the view.

In the report about the journey of students from Pereyaslav Theological School to Kyiv in
1892, it is described how from a distance, 40 versts (about 42 km) away, the slender Lavra bell
tower appeared in the misty distance like a poplar tree*’ And on July 21", it was already clearly
visible from the window of the guest building on the hill*! . This account portrays the Lavra bell
tower as a striking landmark that served as both a phy51cal guide and a source of anticipation
and wonder for pilgrims and visitors approaching Kyiv in the late 19" c. The author’s detailed
and somewhat poetic description suggests a deep appreciation for the bell tower’s beauty and
significance.

In 1894, a group of schoolchildren from a school located 400 versts (about 427 km) from
Kyiv, near Kremenchuk, embarked on a journey to Kyiv. Their main purpose was to visit the
Kyiv Caves Lavra. On May 23, the children eagerly awaited their first glimpse of the Lavra. The
day was warm and calm, so the captain allowed everyone to stay on the upper deck of the steam-
boat. When they were still 40 versts (about 43 km) from the city, the cross of the Lavra bell to-
wer gleamed in the distance on a hill through the haze. The children reverently removed their
hats and made the sign of the cross. As they approached Kyiv, the children’s anticipation grew.
They were struck by the majestic view of the city: magnificent bridges across the Dnipro, mo-
nasteries in the forests, grand temples with gilded domes, and of course, the Lavra with its out-
standing bell tower. Many children turned pale and wept with joy, overwhelmed by impressi-
ons*. An account by Priest Vladimir Markov from the Kustolovskaya public school in Poltava
province states, that the group travelled by steamship Early in the morning on May 24, the ma-
jestic, gold-headed bell tower of the Lavra shone in front of the children 40 versts frorn Kyiv on
the horizon. Everyone took off their hats and reverently made the sign of the cross*’. These ac-
counts not only describe the children’s physical journey to Kyiv and the Lavra, but they also re-
veal the attitudes of our authors and their views of the bell tower. The authors were deeply im-
pressed by the Lavra bell tower. They felt that it held great spiritual and religious importance.
Through their writings, they sought to convey their feeling of wonder and respect, as they saw
the Lavra bell tower not merely as a symbol of spiritual power but as a proof of the religious and
cultural importance of Kyiv.

Major General Mykola Repln director of the Mikhailovsky Voronezh Cadet Corps*, provi-
ded the following account of his journey to Kyiv on July 24, 1894: “As the train approaches Ky-
iv, it travels for about 15 versts (approximately 16 km) through a beautiful pine forest. Even
from a distance, the bell tower and churches of the Kylv Pechersk Lavra, as well as other temp-
les on the high bank of the Dnipro, become visible”*. M. Repin describes this view as delightful
and he notes that this striking picture involuntarily cornpels travellers to bare their heads and
make the sign of the cross before the holy sites of the ancient Russian capital*®. M. Repin pays
particular attention to the Lavra’s bell tower, calhng it one of the most remarkable structures. He
mentions that its total height, including the cross, is 46 sazhens (about 98 m). From the top of
this tower, one can see the surroundings for up to 50 versts (about 53 km)*. The general empha-
sizes that the bell tower is visible from the route and serves as a prominent reference point, sym-
bolizing Kyiv’s religious significance. The writer’s gesture of removing his hat and making the
sign of the cross indicates deep respect for the Lord and the sacred structures, including the bell
tower. He describes the bell tower with great amazement. On the whole, Major General Repin
not only delineates the physical splendidness of Kyiv’s nearness but also the tremendous emo-
tional and spiritual influence that travellers felt in the late 19" c. through his description.
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It is described in the work by the parish priest from Samara province Aksenov*® (visited Ky-
iv between October, 15 and 17, 1895), that the group was travelling by train, and one of the ex-
perienced fellow travellers in the railcar, influenced by reverence from approaching the holy ci-
ty, unprompted, loudly described the state of the pilgrims approaching the holy city, and how the
sight of the bell tower’s golden dome rejuvenated their spirits: “The travellers are exhausted
from fatigue, barely dragging their feet, and their gazes ask: will you soon appear, will you soon
appear, holy city? But then to them, weary at last, the great Lavra bell tower with its golden do-
me flashed between the trees of the thinning forest and rejoiced them”*. The bell tower symbo-
lizes the pilgrim’s ultimate goal, representing a significant milestone in their spiritual journey. It
is also depicted as the earliest on the pilgrim’s road, the “holy city” is portrayed as a destination
that tests the pilgrims with physical exhaustion, yet fills them with spiritual fulfillment upon
arrival, and the voices of the pilgrim’s: expressing their emotions, align perfectly with the
author’s empathy for their struggles and his understanding of their spiritual journey. They expe-
rience a life-changing moment when they finally have the opportunity to see their goal.

This text contains a passage: “The train was rushing towards Kyiv, and as we approached,
something unusual was happening to all the passengers: due to the extreme tension of anticipati-
on, no one could sit still. Suddenly, someone exclaimed, "Brothers, look! The bell tower of the
Lavra has appeared!". At that moment, everyone began to cross themselves fervently. It seemed
there was not a single person in our carriage who didn’t shed a tear of heartfelt joy and gratitu-
de”™. The passage vividly illustrates the cultural and religious value of Kyiv and the Kyiv Caves
Lavra with its bell tower through the eyes and hearts of individuals at this point, demonstrating
how the mere vision of the city could bring about intense emotional and spiritual reactions.

Ivan Lebedev, a pedagogy teacher at the Chernihiv Eparchial Women’s School®', described a
journey of a group of students and mentors from June 16-20, 1897. He noted that the pilgrims
were fascinated by everything they encountered during their journey. He observed that the stu-
dents eagerly questioned the elderly captain, who did his best to ensure their comfort and answer
their queries®. As a pedagogy teacher, I. Lebedev seems interested in the educational aspects of
the journey, noting how the students were eager to learn about their environment. His text also
conveys a sense of anticipation and excitement as the group approaches Kyiv: “"There, the Lav-
ra is visible!" — the captain’s voice suddenly rang out, and everyone’s gaze turned in the directi-
on of his outstretched hand. For a long time, the inexperienced eye searched in vain for the sil-
houette of the Lavra bell tower, vaguely outlined in the misty distance. But then voices were he-
ard: "I see it!" "I see it too!" <...> And indeed, almost everyone saw the tall bell tower, about 35
versts before reaching Kyiv”®. I. Lebedev’s depiction of the Lavra bell tower suggests that he
views its sighting as a triumphant moment in the pilgrimage, which symbolizes not only the gro-
up’s physical journey but also their spiritual quest. The shared joy of seeing the tower highlights
the group’s unity in their devotion to Kyiv and its spiritual significance.

The writer Aristion Laskeev, a graduate of the St. Petersburg Theological Academy>*, who
spent four days in Kyiv in mid-June 1898, demonstrated his keen observational skills and his
ability to capture both the physical landscape and human reactions: “And there’s Kyiv, its hills
and ravines, houses on the slopes and mountain tops, literally drowning in the greenery of gar-
dens, golden-domed churches, and the Lavra bell tower rising high above them!”*°, The specific
mention of the Lavra bell tower “rising high above other structures” highlights its prominence in
the cityscape, suggesting that A. Laskeev sees it as a defining feature of Kyiv’s skyline. This
passage: “In the train car, everyone bared their heads and crossed themselves, while those who
were traveling to Kyiv for the first time stood up from their seats and admired through the win-
dows the gradually unfolding wonderful picture of the city of holy sites”*®, — demonstrates the
inquisitiveness of A. Laskeev in the field of human psychology and the cultural traditions. He
closely observes the people around him and their shared reverence for the sacred landmarks. Ty-
pical expressions of respect, such as uncovering their heads and making the sign of the cross, re-
flect the passengers’ reverence for the sacred place and apply to all travelers, no matter whether
it is their first visit or not. The contrast between seasoned and first-time travelers adds depth to
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his observations. The eagerness of new visitors to stand up and witness Kyiv, especially the Lav-
ra bell tower, highlights the emotional and spiritual resonance of the city s landmarks for first-ti-
me pilgrims and tourists. By describing Kyiv as a “city of holy sites” and noting the “golden-do-
med churches”’, A. Laskeev acknowledges the city’s 51gn1f1cant religious importance. His use
of the phrase ‘wonderful picture” to describe the unfolding view™® suggests his personal admira-
tion for both the physical beauty and spiritual significance of the city.

A. Laskeev also described how he left Kyiv on a steamboat along the Dnipro, admiring the
scenery from the captain’s bridge: “But then it disappeared behind the winding banks of the
Dnipro, and only the shining dome of the Lavra bell tower was visible, and after some time, at a
distance of about twenty versts from Kyiv, even it was no longer in 51ght . This part describes
leaving by river, offering a new vantage point. This reinforces the earlier impression of the bell
tower’s height and significance as a landmark and shows A. Laskeev’s attention to how the ci-
ty’s appearance changes from different angles and distances.

Overall, A. Laskeev’s work portrays him as a thoughtful observer who appreciates the multi-
faceted nature of Kyiv — its natural beauty, architectural splendour, and spiritual significance.
The Lavra bell tower, prominently featured in his description, serves as a powerful visual sym-
bol of the city’s religious importance. Through his vivid description and attention to his fellow
passengers’ reactions, A. Laskeev captures a moment of shared awe and reverence, highlighting
the bell tower’s role as both a physical landmark and a spiritual beacon for visitors to Kyiv. The
mention of his departure adds depth to the understanding of the author’s narrative style and his
ability to use the bell tower as a symbol of the Kyiv’s enduring presence in the traveller’s mind,
even as they depart.

In the book “In the South” (journey with the students on June 16, 17, 18, 1900), edited by
Teacher of the Sarnara Theological Seminary, candidate of theology, external councillor Kos-
tyantyn Kazansky®, there is this description: “About 30 versts (32 km) away, they saw the cross
of the Lavra bell tower shining hlgh on the hill, almost in the clouds. This was the most cheri-
shed moment of the entire journey”®'. The account written here not only focuses on the Lavra
bell tower but also portrays it as a 51gn1f1cant channeling of strong feelings and a symbol of faith
for religious travellers. The writer’s respectful style and depiction of this moment as the high-
light of the journey represent its must-visit significance, not only as a building but also as a spiri-
tual guide and the pilgrimage’s goal.

The priest and teacher at the Olonets Theological Seminary, Yevgeny Mertsalov®’, wrote
about a trip with a student group on May 29, 1899. He described how everyone in the traln car,
as if by agreement, rushed to the windows when the domes of the Vydubytsky Monastery glea-
med ahead through the gaps between the trees. He emphasized that further on, the golden domes
of the Kyiv Caves Lavra shone, above which the majestic and graceful Lavra bell tower rose and
dominated. The multi-domed Great Church also shone, while the churches above the caves were
barely visible®®. The author emphasized: “The heart is involuntarily filled with a sense of reve-
rence and delight, the hand itself rises for the sign of the cross. And look what’s happening in
the car then: everyone crowds at the windows, all faces are bright, joyful and content, some are
crossing themselves, others are making deep bows, and some (not many) are not ashamed and
do not hurry to wipe away the tears of gratitude to the Lord God that have welled up in their
eyes, for allowing them to reach the holy sites of Kyiv’®. Being both a priest and a teacher,
Ye. Mertsalov revealed the beauty of Lavra in different ways, combining religious and educatio-
nal perspectives, with the admiration for Lavra’s architectural beauty and spiritual significance.
He demonstrated his emotional and spiritual state following the observation of the Lavra and its
bell tower, and that of the other people, showing how both its worshipers and others have their
faith affected by it. The writer not only showed the appearance of the constructions but also des-
cribed the exposure of the bells on the Lavra church tower, the dome of the Great Church, and
the concealment of the cave churches within the rocks. The description of passengers’ reactions
underscores the common spiritual experience and the bell tower’s status as a main destination
for religious devotees.
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The teacher of the Velemichi church-parish school, A. Rozdialovska (her group had been to
Kyiv on August 8, 1902)%, described how the city gradually disappeared into the mist, and when
the dome of the Lavra bell tower sank into it, the children traveling on the steamboat “made the
sign of the cross, took a deep bow — a final greeting to Kyiv — and silently sat down on the ben-
ches”®®. During a trip with children, A. Rozdialovska played the role of both a leader and a wat-
cher, observing and taking notes, thereby emphasizing her dual role as a guide and an observer.
The description of the children’s actions — making the sign of the cross and taking a deep bow —
expresses the profound emotional and spiritual impact of the Lavra bell tower on individuals,
even though it is no longer visible. The bell tower is presented here as a symbol of the entire city
of Kyiv. Its disappearance highlights the end of the visit and leads to the last expression of res-
pect. The simultaneous acts of the children (crossing, bowing, sitting) are examples of their har-
monious existence with the moment and thus, a leveling of their perceptions of the situation. The
imagery of it slowly disappearing into the mist adds a feel of gloominess in the departure that
the bell tower has as it is the last connection to the protected city.

The teacher of the two-class Cherniatyn school, V. Cherniavsky®’, wrote about May 26,
1903, that his student group woke up in the train at dawn, anticipating Kyiv. After Boyarka stati-
on, all the students began to look for the city on the horizon: “But then something flickered in
the far east, glittered and began to grow smoothly, rising higher and higher; it was the Lavra bell
tower that appeared; behind it, churches, factory chimneys, and roofs of buildings began to take
shape in a solid mass”®. As a teacher leading a student group, V. Cherniavsky paid close attenti-
on to the students’ experiences and the gradual revealing of the city, showing his role as both
educator and observer. The description of the students waking early and eagerly looking for the
city highlights the excitement and anticipation surrounding the visit to Kyiv. The Lavra bell to-
wer is described as the first visible structure of Kyiv, emphasizing its height and significance in
the city’s skyline. Poetic description of the bell tower suggests a sense of wonder and admirati-
on. The bell tower is described individually, while other buildings (churches, factories, roofs)
are mentioned as a “solid mass”, further emphasizing the bell tower’s distinctive presence. This
account portrays the Lavra bell tower as a striking, awe-inspiring structure that served as both a
physical landmark and a symbolic gateway to Kyiv.

Deacon Vikentiy Filippovich noted about his trip in 1911 that “When approaching the Lavra,
from afar, the majestic golden-domed Lavra bell tower draws attention”®. This text refers to the
author’s deep respect and admiration for the bell tower design, presence and dominance in the
landscape. The bell tower is portrayed as the first feature that “draws attention”, suggesting that
it establishes its presence as a defining symbol of the approaching Lavra complex.

The priest Ivan Korolyov, who arrived to Kyiv on August 8, 1912 to the opening of the relics
of St. Joasaph of Bilhorod wrote: “We are approaching Kyiv. It’s still far away, but the Lavra
bell tower is visible. My heart trembled from the excitement that seized it”’’. The message of the
text is designed in such a way as to provide the entire gamut of emotional and spiritual experien-
ces that the author may have undergone just by the mere sight of the bell tower. In the text itself,
the bell tower is the reason why the city of Kyiv is mentioned, which suggests its centrality as
the city’s primary and most recognizable landmark. The author’s vivid account of his emotional
reaction seemingly overshadows the tower’s role as a functional building, instead presenting it
as a sacred symbol of pilgrimage.

N. Lavbenska, describing the trip to Kyiv of the students of the Ustyug Eparchial Women’s
School who completed their course of study in the 1911-1912 academic year, mentioned July 6:
“Far, far away from Kyiv, the numerous churches of the mother of Russian cities are already vi-
sible, especially the Lavra bell tower and the St. Michael’s Golden-Domed Monastery tower
above and sparkle in the sun with their golden domes””". For N. Lavbenska, the Lavra bell tower
is a magnificent and awe-inspiring landmark that serves as a point of reference not only Kyiv but
also for its historical and religious cultural identity. The writer demonstrates her appreciation for
the tower’s beauty and its role in creating a strong first impression of the city. The emphasis on
its visibility from a distance and its golden, sunlit dome underscores the idea that the bell tower
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is a key feature shaping visitors’ expectations and impressions of Kyiv. For the students on this
trip, the sight of the bell tower likely marked a memorable moment in their educational and cul-
tural experience.

Nikolai Stoikov, a priest from Chisinau who was passing through Kyiv with a group of pri-
ests on June 4, 1912, emphasized that the Great Lavra Bell Tower majestically stands out and
dominates the Pechersk Heights along with the golden domes of the Great Lavra Church (Dor-
mition Cathedral), without specifying exactly how he first saw it’%. The author’s word choice,
for example, “majestically stands out” and “dominates”, shows his admiration and amazement
for the towering clock building. Incidentally, by mentioning the clock tower alongside the gol-
den domes of the Cathedral, the author emphasizes the architectural and spiritual significance of
the buildings within the Kyiv Caves Lavra complex. The entire article thus reveals the Great
Lavra Bell Tower as a magnificent structure that deeply impressed the author, thus making it a
focal point of both the spiritual and physical skylines of Kyiv.

Conclusion. When all of these reports coming from different periods of time and are told
from the diverse perspectives of clergy, laypeople, local travellers, and visitors from other pro-
vinces are considered together, they evoke the Lavra bell tower in a distinctive manner. The des-
criptions mostly highlight features that are first seen from a distance: the way the bell tower rea-
ches towards Kyiv’s sky and the striking view of its golden dome. Additionally, they reflect a
shift in focus to the moral and spiritual aspects, which serve as an incentive for pilgrims to visit.
The architectural design of the tower — both its height and shape — is also frequently mentioned
as a distinctive feature. Most of the analysed papers noted that, in addition to it being visible on-
ly from a distance, there were some accounts of sightings from 35-40 versts (approximately 37—
42 km) west of the river Dnipro, and from 45 versts (48 km) — while on the train. A number of
sources provide data regarding the changes in the human population through the years, referring
to one nuclear family of five members, who were the first to notice the brilliant golden domes
and the crosses of the bell tower radiate in the sun’ light from far outside Kyiv. This sight was
the reason they experienced such overwhelming emotions, or, in other words, developed a sense
of awe. Examples of this include a person leaning against the tower in the passage and a girl pas-
sing near the tower, praying in a low voice. The tower was visible both upon arrival and at the ti-
me of departure. The buildings and towers are the only lasting connections between the city and
the people who depart from it. Thus, the Lavra bell tower was truly an unmatched ornament and
symbol of Kyiv. It was frequently observed and described by travellers and pilgrims, who admi-
red the tall, slender shape of the Church and the gleam of its domes. The image of the Kyiv Ca-
ves Lavra, its main shrine, was inextricably connected to the magnificent bell tower, which was
an astonishing sight due to its height, massiveness, and incredible design. Seeking the Lavra bell
tower is a custom among religious people, distinguished and easily recognized by travellers. The
tower is brought to life by these powerful albeit usually straightforward descriptions of people
who visited it. The Kyiv Lavra bell tower evolved into an emblem of the city’s spiritual and his-
torical leadership — a ceremonial and dignified beacon for people who seek sanctification, and a
constant source of attraction and delight for all who were fortunate enough to know about it. It
can be argued that the Great Bell Tower was not only an architectural and spatial landmark, but
also a spiritual one for visitors to Kyiv.
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